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THE SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to inquire into the 
present State of the Affairs of the East-India Company, 
and into the Trade between Great Britain , the Bast-Indies, 
and China; and to report their Observations thereupon to 
. the House ; and who were empowered tn" report the Minutes 
of tiie Evidence fttken before them from time to time, to 

the House;— 

% 

HAVE made a Progress in the Matters to them referred, 
and had examined several Witnesses; and directed the 
Minutes of the Evidence to«be reportedPto the Hous^ • 
up to the 4th day of this instant, March, inclusive. 


4 th March 1830. 




»f|NJJTES OF EVIDENCE 


15 Feb. 1830. 


J. C. trill, 
Esq. 




limuBy 15° die Februarii 1830. 


"yViLjLiAM Ward, Esq. in the Chair. 


THOMAS GOIIE LLOYD, Esq., Accountant General of the 

East-India Company, and JAMES COSMO JVXELVILL, 

Esq., Auditor of the East-lndia Company; called in and 

examined. 

1. (To Mr. Melvill.) —You fill the office of Auditor to the 

East-India Company ?—I do. ' 

2. Are you # Auditor of the*accounts of the revenue, commer¬ 

cial and political, or of a*ny other department?—Of the whole 
of the political accounts of India. *’ 

3. What do you consider as the political accounts ?-—The 
wholti of the rpvenuescand charges applicable to the territorial 
government of India. s 

. 4. Do you include in that ttyj revenue of the old settled dis¬ 
tricts of I he ceded and of the conquered or tributary states ?— 
The whale. 

5. 'Are those accounts sent home annually to England ?— 

They are. * * 

6. To what period havd the last complete set been received ? 
■p-Up to the 30th of April 1828; the account of 1827-1828. 

7. Have you seen the printed papers submitted to this Com¬ 
mittee, signed William Leach, dated the 4t]i of January 1830? 
—I saw them, for*the first time, late on Saturday afternoon.* 

* 8. Do you know whether that account is made up'"to April 
1827, for the year 1826-7^—It professes to be. * 

9. The Comir* ctee are to understand tftfat you have a whole 
year's accounts at the India-House, received gfter those ac¬ 
counts were made up ?—Undoubtedly; which, I believe, the 
Committee will find contained in a paper communicated frtftn 
the Tndia-House, included imthis collection„ pageJ26. 

* 10. Are the Committee to understand tffiat the qccounts in 
Table, No. 1 (A) are, a regular abstract of* the revenues and- 
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charges under the Bengal presidency ?—I have not yet had an 15 Feb. 1830,' 
opportunity bf examining them. , - 

’ll.' Will you state whether detailed accounts of the items from J ‘ 
whjch tliose accounts are made up are also forwarded?--' 9 ■ ' 
Undoubtedly. * ‘ 

•12. For instance, have you the details of the expensel of the 
Mint ?—We have. 

13. Does the return show the coinage, the expenses of the 
establishment, and other matters connected with the depart-* 
ment?—It does. 

14. You have stated that you have charge of the political; 

\rill you have the goodness to state what other departments of 
accounts come home? from India, and who has charge of them ? 

—1 am not aware that any other accounts come home, except 
the comtnbrcial accounts, which come into the Company’s home 
accounts, and of which Mr. Lloyd, the Accountant-general, has 
charge. 

15. Are the Committee to understand that, with the details 
of the political accounts, and the details of the commercial ac¬ 
counts, they shall have the whole accounts the India Company 
possess ?—If by political is meant the expenses of the political 

1 government, including'the civil and military charges. 

K>. Will you state to the Committee under how many 
different heads the revenues of Bengal are arranged ?—The 
General department, which comprehends the Mint, Post-office, 
and Stamps; the Judicial department, which merely compre- 
*• liends a few fees and fines; the Land-* Revenue department, > 
which comprehends the land revenue ; the Customs, which 
comprehends land and sea customs; the Balt, which compre¬ 
hends the gross recepts from ?he sales of salt; the Opiurd, 
which comprehends the gross receipts from the sale of opium.. 

There is a new head of account, of the territories ceded daring 
the present charter on the Nerbuddah; there is, finally, the. 
head of Marine receipts, which comprehends river dues. 

17. In what departments are the revenues of Benares in¬ 
cluded?—They are included under the several heads I have 
mentioned to the Committee. The head of Revenue shows 
how^ much was* received from Benares, how m uc h from the old 
province, how much from the new; and so of the Customs. 

« 18. Ale the Committee to understand that in the accounts 1 
you keep at the India-House, the profits, if any, of the Benares 
mint, the receipt, ifsany, of ^stamps in that restrict, would ap¬ 
pear as part of,the general receipt of the Mint and Stamps?, 

—Undoubtedly, stated separately under that general head. 

*19. Do you understand what fills up the column here under 
the head of Henaras., where, for irfstanc%, for the year 0, 

the revenue of Betfares is stated at £570,486, and for the yeUr 
. 1&26-7, it is stated at £784,784? are thc^ Committee to under- 
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‘15 Feb, 1830. stand that that is the aggregate of the revenue of Jlenares, and 

J. cTfclvUl n ° P ort * on lt * s included in the preceding existing 

* columns?—I should apprehend so; but not having had an 
' . opportunity of examining the account, I cannot answer pre¬ 
cisely. ® 


20 'fhe Committee are to understand that there are portions 
of those columns placed precisely under the same classification 
untler which you have just stated the other revenues to be ?— 
Yes. 


21. At the India-House, Benares is kept separate and dis¬ 
tinct?—We have the materials for keeping it distinct; they are 
sent home distinct. 


22 . There is another column, “ Ceded Provinces in Oude;’ 1 
does that colummcontain the aggregate of the whole receipts of 
revenue under every head ? -1 apprehend the answ^rt I have 
given as to Benares is applicable to that. 



24. Can you furnish to the Committeedetails respecting 

those five departments, Benares, Ceded Provinces of Oude, 
Conquered Provinces, Ceded Territory on the Nerbuddah, 
Ceded Provinces in Burmah, under their respective heads, in 
the same maritaer as the Committee have the revenue for nhe 
old provinces of Bengal ?— Undoubtedly. • 

25. In the accounts of the salt revenue, have you the afinual 

expense of the establishment, the gross and net produce, and 
prices of sale P-j-Certaiedy.. # • 

26. With respect to opium, the same details can be furnished ? 

-Yes. „ 

27. Under what head are the sayer or inland duties included ? 
—They *come under the head of the land revenue,- a separate 
branch of the land reveliue, the sayer or transit duties, and the 
abkarrie' or excise duties on spirits. 


28. Does the column marked “ Total Revenues ” contain the 
entire gross amount of all those revenues which you have now 
stated?—I presume it does, if the figures are correct. 

29. Is it the practice in India, in paying money out of, the 

revenue, to credit only the actual amount received, or do you 
bring the receipts for all such payments made into Hie gross 
amount ?—The gross amount is credited without any deduction 
whatever, the deductions being carried to the opposite side of 
the account. « 

t 

30. Will you state bow many departments of audit there are 
in Calcutta, for examining those accounts before they afre 
settled and sent to England ?*—They are qqelited %y«the several 
Boards and separate functionaries. 

31. Huvv many Boftrds are’there, and wh^t are their duties? * 
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—There are tjiree Boards; one of Revenue, consisting of three 15 Feb. 1830. 

or four members, civil servants; there is a Board of Salt « - 

and* Opitim, consisting of three members, civil servants; and ^ 

thert? is a Marine Board, consisting of three civil servants and • " . ’ 

tlie Master-Attendant in Calcutta : each # of these Boards has 


an accountant. I 

32. Are those Boards entirely separate from each other, so 
that no members of one ase members of another ?—The Marine 
Board is united in a great measure with the Board of Salt and 
Opium, only that the Master-Attendant is a member of the 
Board for marine purposes. 

33. You mean to say that the Salt and Opium Board, joined 
by the Master-Attendant, sits as the Marine Board?—Yes. 
The civil charges are not audited by either of those .Boards, but 
by an officer expressly for that purpose, who is denominated the 
Civil Auditor, and who audits also the accounts of the Mint and 
of the Post-office. The military charges are audited by a se¬ 
parate auditor* under the denomination of tl|e Military Auditor- 
General, who is a member of the Military Board. 

34. Will you state the constitution of th^ Military Board ?— 
It is not in my department. 

* 35. Will you state what period elapses after the close of the 
year Jbefore the land revenue is audited and settled ?—About 
ten months. The accounts are closed to the 30th of April in 
each year, and they should be despatched about the January or 
Februaiy following. That delay is created by the revenue ac¬ 
counts and military accounts not being intermediately audited. 

^6. Will you state to what cause the delay thJl takes place 
is to be assigned ?—-The complexity of the accounts, the vast 
sums they embrace, and the necessity of referring to a great' 
distance. 

37. Will you state the time that elapses in the final audit of 

the other Boards after the closing of the year?—About the 
same time. . 

38. Docs the auditing at home in your office include any judg¬ 

ment upon the charges, or is it merely passing the accounts as 
they are passed jn India ?—It is merely a revision of the ac¬ 
counts ; the auditing *of the accounts, properly so called, takes 
place in India. ^ . 

89. Your office in England is merely recording the transactions 
of the audit offices in India ? - Clearly lo ; so ft^as respects the 
audit branch of business. THfe* duty consists in revising the 
whole of the Indjan books, and seeing that ail the orders of the 
home authorities with respect to the mode of keeping those ac- 
couflts have been strictly observed. 

40.' Do ydto l?onc<yyu that the sys&m of audit of the accounts 
in India, antj, afterwards by re-examination at home, is as good 
Or system as can be eftablished, or that it might be improved ?— 
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15 Feb. 1830. If I may be permitted to form a judgment, I sjiould say that 
—■ , the system that now prevails in India is a good One; that the 

J ’ C.Mdviiiy ' accounts are quickly audited, considering the vast suras! and*the 
®\ ** q ' . description of the expenditure they embrace. 

41. You have stated that the office with which you are con¬ 
nected audits merely the political accounts ?—Meaning by that 
the whole of the territorial revenues and charges; what would 
be called the Government accounts. * 

* 42. In what office are the commercial accounts audited ?— 
By Mr. Lloyd, the Accountant-General, who is here. 

* 43. Do you mean the accounts in India connected with India, 
as well as the accounts athome?—I apprehend that the audit pf 
commercial accounts takes place in India ,*• and that what takes 
place in thia country by Mr. Lloyd is very similar to that which 
takes place in my office in regard to the political acdbilnts. 

44. So that the commercial accounts in India are not included 
in your department ?—They are hot. 

45. They are macfe up in India, and not in Loifdon ?—Not in 
London. 

46. Are the salt tfnd opium accounts included in your depart¬ 
ment ?—They are. . 

47. You consider them purely revenue accounts, and # not 
commercial ?—Clearly revenue accounts 

48. Have the goodness to state how the salt comes iyto the 

possession of the East-India Company?—The Committee will 
be gleased to understand mine is merely a department of ac- 
. count. • * • 

49. In page 6 of the accounts before the Committee, it ap-. 
•pears that in the year 1828*7 the profits of the Government 
Bank are brought in under the head of Mint; are the profits of 
the* Bank generally brought in under the head of Mint, or is 

, that the only year in which they have been so introduced ?— 

I believe that is the only yehr in which there are any profits 
from the Government Bank at Madras, and it is only at Madras , 
, that there is purely a Government Bank: those profits had ac¬ 
cumulated for a long course of years, without being brought to 
account, and there was an adjustment in that yfear. I was not 
aware, until the lionourable Member pointed it out, that this 
, item was stated in the "accounts signed “ William Leach,” under 
the head of Mint. % t 

50. .Can you*fnform the Committee i» what manner the salt 

and opium come into the possession of the Company's authori¬ 
ties in India ?-—I have not in my department thfe documents 
which would furnish the information. • • 

5J. With regard to*the salt and opiunft. can\<JU inform the , 
Committee whether, under the head of Revenue,,as that in¬ 
cluding the gross amount, vtfu take the renSvment of advances 
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of the year previous which is pat together with fhe charges 15 Feb 1830. 
under the same head ? - It is a cash transaction ; and these ac- •• —- , 
counts shhw in one year what has been received in that year and J ‘ ^ 
what.has been spent and advanced in that ygar. ■ s? ‘ • 

52. Under the head of Revenue you have separately that re¬ 
ceived as revenue for the salt and opium, also that received in 
repayment of advances made in the preceding year ?—What is 
termed advances is money issued to the manufacturer for the 
purchase of the article, and not intended to be repaid; it is an 
advance to him on account of his contract. 

53. The Committee are not to understand, then, that if you 
deduct the smaller from the larger sum, that which remains is 

• the exact profit of tha* year ?—No, not of that year. 

54. It may be taken running from year to year, *as showing 
the net balance ?—Yes. 

• 55. What is comprehended under the head of Marine Reve¬ 
nue ?—There are river dues, moorings and^pilotage, and light¬ 
house dues also. 

56. Will you state in what manner the military stores, which 
strictly belong to the political department, which are purchased 
ip England and sent out,, are brought into the accounts ?—They 
are included among the territorial charges paid in England. 

57* They do not enter into this account at all.—Certainly 
not. • 

58. Does the revenue of the Mint include seignorage, or 
from what does that arise ?-—There is a tfluty ujjon coinage ; 

* I presume a seignorage. • 

•*T 59. Are you aware whether any alteration has been made ( 
since the report of the Committee in 1810, in which the state¬ 
ment of the J^Tint regulations is contained ?—I am not aware*of 
any alteration; the business connected with the Mint is in a 
separate department. t 

60. Can the Committee obtain an account of the items from 

• which this revenue arises ?—Undoubtedly. 

61. In the money coined at the Mint on account of the 

Company, is that charge for seignorage included ?—I am not 
able te answer that question without referring to the detailed 
accounts. • • 

62. Does that remain as stated in the Report of *1810? -1 
believe it does; but I must t^ke the liberty of. referring the 
Committee to the department*in which the business oi the 
Mint is transacted. 

* m 6J. Can you state whether the sum credited in each year 

as profit to the Mint is net profit, or«whether there is a charge 
, to be set against itP^There is a large charge on the opposite 
side of the aecount. v • ® 

' #4. Is the East-India Company, in its commercial capacity, 
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15 Feb. 1830 . charged with a seignorage for the money coin^i at the India 

- r v mints?—I apprehend that the Company, in its commercial 

j. gsMelviii, capacity, has no money coined at the India mints; irf fts ferri- 
Esq ’ ’ torial capacity it hgs. 

65. Is there any seignorage charged in this account of 
receipts for money coined for the Company generally ?—I am 
not aware; but the honourable Committee may be furnished 
with the details of the account. 

66 . Are you aware that any portion of the revenues of Bengal 
are received in kind?—No, I apprehend not. 


Wm. I.eack, 
Esq. 


J', C. MelviU, 
Esq. 


Wm. Leach, 
Esq. 


* 


WILLIAM LEACH, Esq., Accountant to the Board of Com¬ 
missioners for the Affairs of India, caljpd in, and examined. 

67. Will yon look at that paper that you have in your hand, 
page 4, under the head of Benares, and state whether you con¬ 
ceive the sums in that column of land revenue, stamps, and 
every other kind of income received in Benares, are included ? 
—This account hai' been made up from the accounts presented 
to Parliament every year, and I suppose it to include all those 
items. Mr. Melvjjl, being present, can of course speak to the 
fact. 

68. (Mr. Melvill.) Do you, in the 'accounts that you make 

up for Parliament, include Benares separately ?—Yes, ,1 do; 
and that includes all the heads. , 

69. [To Mr. Leach.) Have the goodness to state at what 
exchange you have converted all the rupees into pounds in the 
Table you have laicU>efore the Committee ?—At the exchange 
used in the jParliamentafy accounts; 2s. the current rupee.* * 

70. Are all the accounts of Bengal kept in current rupees^- 

or siccas ?—They are kept siccas. The difference between 
the current and sicca is 16 per cent.; the sicca rupee is 16 per 
ofent. better than the current; that is the rate at which the 
sterling value shewn in the accounts before Parliament is calcu¬ 
lated. , 

71. In what rupee are the whole of those accounts of tlie» 
revenue kept at Calcutta ?—In sicca rupees. 

72. At what rate do you convert the sicca rupee into cur¬ 

rent ?—By tatting the sicca at 16 pet cent, better than the 
current rupee at 2s., which makes 2s. 3d. and ^Sj^ths for the 
sicca rupee. • 

73. The process you adopt i^first to convert tlJe sicca into 
current rupees, and then the'eurrent Rupees into pounds ster¬ 
ling, at the exchange of 2s. the current rupee ?—Exactly so. 

74. Is the exchange you have taken the commercial ex¬ 
change?—No; it i% the exchange that has tyeen in use in the 
accounts before Parliament for a very lt]j£$ serres^f years. 

75. ( To Mr. MglviU.) How do you consider tiffs rate of con¬ 
version to be, as compared with the intrinsic value of the sicca 
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rupee ?—Do the Committee mean, that in computing the in¬ 
trinsic value, I am to refer to the standard price of silver at the 
English Mint ? 

76. Yes.—Taking the price of silver at tjje Mint standard in 

England, of 5s. 2d. per ounce, the intrinsic value of the sicca 
rupee is about 2s. 04d.; and by the process adopted ip this 
account, as explained by Mr. Leach, the sicca rupee is made 
to be worth nearly 2s. 4d. * 

77. Are you aware that the present rate of mercantile ex¬ 
change is only Is. lid. per sicca rupee ?—Yes, taking a bill of 
exchange in India upon London. 

• 78. Have the goodness to state the intrinsic value of the 
Madras and Bombay 'rupee ?—-The Madras accounts, as ren¬ 
dered to parliament, are stated in India in rupeeti; those rupees 
are, in this country, converted into pagodas, at the rate of three 
• and a half rupees for one pagoda; and then the pagoda is con¬ 
verted into sterling, at 8s. the pagoda; and at that rate the 
Madras rupee* is made to be worth 2s. 3^. and ^p^th parts. 
At the Mint price of silver in England the value of the Madras 
rupee would be only Is. lid. and T $& v th parts. The Bombay 
accounts are stated in India in rupees ; and the rupees in 
England are converted at the rate of 2s. 3d. each ; the intrinsic 
value is Is. 1 Id. and th parts. 

79. How are the revenue and other accounts kept at Madras ? 
—In Madras rupees, since the year 1819, when the currency 
was changed to rupees from pagodas, in which latter coin the 

• tfqpounts were previously kept. * m * 

80. Is the rupee, since 1819, of the value you have stated, 
*of 2s. 3d. and T *£&th parts ?—That is the value assumed only in 

our English view of the accounts; the real value is Is. 1 Id. and 
T $§i>th parts* 

81. In what manner are the accounts kept at Bombay ?—In 

rupees. * 

• 82. Those rupees are converted at what ?—At 2s. 3d. 

83. What is the intrinsic value?—The same as in the former 
case, Assuming the price of silver in England to be 5s. 2d. an 
ounce*. • * 

£4 j. How are they kept at Benares ?—They are kept in Fur- 
ruckabad .rupees, and they are converted at the presidency 
into sicca rupees, at Jour aryl^a half per centf worse than the 
sicca, which is about the intrinsic difference., 

85. In what coin are the accounts of the ceded province of 
•Oude kept?—In the Furruckabad rupees. I rather think that 
in the wholedof^the Bengal territories tlfiere are only two de- 

• rcriptions of coin u3W in the accounts, the Furruckabad and 
the, sicca rupees. 


9 

15 Feb. 1830. 
iT. C '■ Melvill, 
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15 Fib. 1830, 
J. C. MdvUU 
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86 . In what manner are die accounts of the conquered pro¬ 
vinces kept ?—In Furruckabad rupees. 

' 87. In what manner are the accounts of Prince of‘Wales’ 

Island kept ?—In sonaut rupees; they were formerly kept in 
dollars. * 

88 * Are the Committee to understand that in using.the 
term intrinsic value, you are obliged to make use of the rule of 
tlhe English Mint for the relation between gold and silver ?— 

I took the liberty of asking whether I was to adopt that standard 
in giving my answers, and I have done so. 

89. Is not that rule arbitrary ?—I apprehend it is. 

90. What would be the average difference in the computa¬ 
tion between the real and the supposed value?—About 12 pbr 
cent, as fai* as Respects Bengal; but if the Committee take the 
average of the differences applicable to all the presidencies, 
about 15 per cent. 

91. You have stated two sums as being included in the land 

revenue; are there any other sums included under the head of 
land revenue, or is the Committee to understand that the whole 
of the remainder fe really land revenue?—The land revenue 
merely comprehends two great heads of account, the land 
revenue, and the sayer and abkarrie; the sayer is still preserved 
in the accounts. * 

92. Under the head of Charges under the Bengal government, 

how many heads of accounts are there ?—There are thfe same 
heads of account as there are on the receipt side, arid there 
arfi some additional*} there are the military charges under, a f 
separate head. * 

93. Does the head called £ivil come under the general do-* 
partment ? - Yes, it does. 

*94. -In the charges are the articles of machinery for the Mint 
that have been sent* put from England included?—Yes, un¬ 
doubtedly ; I apprehend that they are not included under the 
column referred to, but would come under the head of Terri¬ 
torial Stores. * 

95. In the column of Charges, where £47,426 appear as ex¬ 

pended in the year 1826-7, does the machinery come ift that 
account ?—No, ‘certainly not under that Column. * 

96. Will the freight and insurance, and all the expenses 
attending’them, come under the head of Buildings *and Forti¬ 
fications ?—If* the Committee jjefer to tfce expenses which have 
been incurred in .building the new Mint, undoubtedly under 
the head of Buildings; but if they refer to* the. expense of 
machinery, that will come under the Territorial Charges paid, 
in England, which will include the freight and s^l the expenses. 

h, Are the Committee to understandfthat, under the head * 
of Buildings and Fprtificatjpns, there is Ao distinction drqwn 
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between military buildings and civil buildings ?—The accounts 15 Feb. 1830; 
distinguish the’military from the civil buildings. r"-* 

98f. Under this head of Mint, £47,000, what is included ?— 

The whole expense of the establishment, salaries, and loss on . . 

refining and melting, and charges of that description. 


97. Ail the European and native servants employed in the 
Mint are there included ? — Yes. - m 

100 . There appears to bfc a great increase in the charges of 
the Mint during the latter years of this account as compared 
with the former; can you give a reason for that increase ?— 
I apprehend there has been a great increase of business in the 
latter years in the Mint. 

*101. The next iterfi is the Post-office, where there is an 
increase of £50,000 ?—1 would explain, with reference to that 
increase, that it principally arose from a transfer from the 

• charges of Political residents to the head of “ Post-office,” of 
the expense of what is called the Political dawks. 

102 . Do yoif know whether the Company is charged postage 
in its commercial department in this account?—I am not aware. 

1P3. The third column is Civil Charges; Vill you have the 
goodness to explain them. They appear in 1809-10 to be 
£600,740, and in the year 1826-7 they appear to be 
£1,371,824. Explain under what head the several sums in¬ 
cluded under this word “ civil ” come ?—One of the principal 
items is,the whole of the charge of the political residences and 
embassies to native courts. Another principal item is the whole 
.of jhe expense of public offices and establishments at the pre¬ 
sidency, including the salaries of tl& Governor-General, and 
*"$he Members of Council. Another principal head of expense 
is the Nizamut stipends, and othA allowances, which we are 
bound by treaty to pay. There is another principal head, the 
Provincial Battalions. . 

104. Is the police of Calcutta included ?—All the provincial 
and Calcutta battalions are included. . 

• 105. Are the irregular cavalry included in that ?■—No. 

. 106. Are the expenses attending the journies of the Com- 

mand A-in-chief find the Governor-General included in this ?— 
They'are included id another head of charges, the Durbar 
charges, t^jhich is also comprehended in these civil charges, 
which likewise include subsidy to the king of Persia. , 

107. Does that include embassies sent from the other presi¬ 
dencies as well as from Calcutta ?—Yes, alj the political'resi- 
dencies are c comj)rised in the Bengal accounts, and all the 
^embassies. 

108. No parM>f th^ charges* connected with the collection of 

• the revenue are here^ftaSluded ?-—The revenue charges are iTot 
included in the civil charges. 
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15 Feb. 1830. 109. Under what head does the expense of the College 

— ^ come ?—That comes also under the civil charged The contri- 
J E\tq- '* butions 10 public institutions are all included. 

110. In reference to the column of Land Revenue* cau you 
give the information whether that is a revenue collected in 
money or collected in kind ?—In money. There is no revenue 
paid in kind in Bengal. 

r 111. The stamps appear to have been In 1809-10, £9,555; 
and in the year 1826-7, £67,766. What kind of stamps, or 
what items, are comprehended under that ?—Salaries and esta¬ 
blishment, and paper and all incidental expenses. 

112. Does that include any thing for the machinery used in 
stamping ?—No, I apprehend not. 

1 IS. Are you aware that the charge upon the stamps amounts 
to full 30 per cent. ?—I recollect some alteration in the mode of 
keeping the stamp accounts; and I' believe that a portion of, 
that charge is an allowance in commutation of fees formerly 
levied on the institution of suits. There was arraccount to that 
effect laid before Parliament some time ago, and that account 
may be continued.,, I believe the charge of collection of stamp 
duties to be about 15 per cent. 

114. Would it be practicable to furnish an account of the 

expense of the per-centage of collecting all the revenue in 
detail ?—Clearly so. " ' 

115. Can you account for the very great increase 4 of the 
revenue on stamps for the last three years of this account ?— 
There has been an extension of stamp duty to Calcutta. 

116. Can you account why in the year 1826-7 the receipt,, 
was £219,607, and the estimated receipt for 1827-8 is £254,435, 
being a difference of about £30,000 ?—I suppose that to have 
been in consequence of the new system having been only in 
partial operation in the year 1826-7, and it being supposed it 
would come into complete operation in 1827-8. 

117. Under what head are the charges for collecting the 
land revenue ?—Under the head of Revenue. 

118. Is that exclusively the charge of land revenue, or does 

it include charges on any other revenue ?—It includes other 
sums that would not be properly considered the expenses of 
collecting the revenue; many stipends to rajahs and other 
persons. , t 

119. There, is only one class, of stipends included under 
civil ?—-Only the Nizamut, 

120. Can you give any reason to the CoYnmittee for the 
increase of charge upon the collection of the revenue, being 
from 1809-10 to 1826-7, in the proportion pf nearly one-third, 
and the increase of revenue collected bqjeg only about in the 
proportion of one-ninth ?— A good deal 0 of the increase has 
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been caused by new territory, which has lately come into the 
Company’s possession ; undoubtedly the charge of collecting 
revertue'on new territory is greater than on old territory; but 
without examining the details I cannot statefar ther. 

121 . You were understood to state, that under the head the 
Committee are now considering, the Benares and the Ceded and 
Conquered Provinces were not included, that they had all their 
separate heads in another account ?—I understood the Com¬ 
mittee to refer only to charges of collecting on the old territory, 
respecting which it is impossible to explain the cause of the 
increase without looking into the particulars of the account. 

122. What items are contained within the column “ Supreme 
Court and Law,” £56,917 in the year 1809-10, and £54,239 in 

the year 1826-7 ?—The charge of the King’s Courts-. 

• • 

123. Does it include all payments of every kind ; pensions, 
• if there are any, connected with the Supreme Court ?—Yes, 

it does ; excepting only such portions as are, paid in England. 

124. And there is no charge on account of the Supreme 
Court in any other department?—No, ther£ is not, with the 
befqre-mentioned exceptions. 

•125. Does it include* payments made in England?—No; 
they jye brought into account at home, and charged in that 
shapq to India. • 

126. The next is the head of Sudder and Zillah Courts ; does 
that include the expense within Bengal, Behar, and Orissa, or 
aqy other district?—It includes only Bengal, Behar, and 
T)rfcsa, as far as I can judge from reference to th«i account at 

_jJhe moment. 

127. It is observable in the accounts as they stand, that on 
the Revenue side and on the charge side the revenue and charge of 
the Ceded Provinces and Conquered Provinces are given in gross; 
can accounts in detail be given of both those ?—Yes, clearly. 

128. Can you account at all for* the pxpense of the collec¬ 
tion of the duties of customs having increased so prodigiously ; 
it appearing that in 1809-10 it was £10 per cent., whereas in 
1826-7 it was £20 per cent. ?—I have no doubt it is susceptible 
of explanation, But I have, not the materials .at present be¬ 
fore me. 

129. Catf you furnish the CBmmittee with an account of the 
outstanding arrears and balances of the land revenue at the time 
of making up the account ?—Yes, certainly. 

130. Can you inform the Committee whether the “ Customs” 
include the charges of customs on goods imported on account of 
4 he «East-India Company into Calcutta?—Yes, undoubtedly. 
The Company,^*»in it$ commercial character, pays the same 

•duties upon imports Sad exports as are charged to individual 
merchants. • » . 
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J. Ci MelviU , 
Esq. 
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15 Feb. 1830. 181. Do their stores pay duty?—Not their political or raili- 

tary stores; all Company’s merchandize pays a duty. 

C* Melina y • 

. Exq. 132. Are all the charges upon the entrance of articles oi‘ 

consumption into (Calcutta included under the head of this 
charge of Customs ?—Yes, they are. 

133. Are the Company’s salt and other things, when* im¬ 
ported into Calcutta, entered?—Yes. 

134. The next head is “ Revenuewill you state what are 
the items that come under the charges of revenue ?—The 
charges of collecting the revenue, including the salaries of the 
members of the Boards of Revenue; the charges of the Collectors 
in the various districts; there are also charges denominated 
Pulbundy charges; there is the charge of Revenue surveys; I 
am not aware at this moment of any other except pensions. 

135. Are the expenses of those that are sent to assist the 
collectors included ?—In the charges of the collectors are in- ’ 
eluded the cost of’, their establishments, as wejl as their own 
allowances. 

136. With the Sjubrundy corps ?—No, they are not included 
in the revenue charges ; which, however, comprise pensions of a 
very considerable amount chargeable on the revenue, being 
stipends to natives, 

137. Are there any charges on account of education herp ?— 
No; the pensions are a very material item. 

138. Is there any expense attending the abkarrie dr license 
system ?—-There is § charge for collecting. 

139. Under the next column of “ Charges of Ceded Pro¬ 

vinces,” what is included ?—jThe charge for collecting the lancT' 
revenue, and other receipts, from the new territory on the 
Nierbuddah. t 

140. Under the head of Military Charges there is the amount 

of three millions and a halfin 1809, and five millions and a half 
in 1826 ; are those confined entirely to the pay of the military, 
or what is included ?—-All military expenses of every descrip-* 
don ; all war charges; the charge of stores bought in India, but 
not that of stores purchased in England. • * 

141. Do fortifications built come under that head?—No; 

• 142. Have you thd means of distinguishing the ordinary frpm 

the extraordinary military expenses, and of separating the ex¬ 
penses which have been incurred in th^ wars which have taken 
place in the peripd of those accounts, from the ordinary ex¬ 
penses of the military establishment ?—In a considerable degree; 
but I should fear not altogether. , 

143. What come* undar the head of “ Maiine.Charges ?”—. 

’' The whole of the Master Attendant’s*establishment, and the* 
whole of the Pilot’s establishment. • • 
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144. Are all buildings connected with the marine included 15 Feb. 1830 
here ?—The beddings are altogether a separate head. 

145. 'T.he only other item is “ Interest on Debts;” does that 
include all debts payable with interest ?—All interest that is 
payable on the Indian debt, whether that interest be payable 
in Iqjdia or in England. 

146. What change has there been in the rate of interest paid 
in India?—In 1809 it was fight per cent.; in 1814, six per cent.'; 
and in 1828, it is five per cent.; that is the average rate. 

147. By whose authority would it be that the increase of 
debt upon the territorial revenues accrued would be transferred; 
for instance, supposing there was a defalcation on the general 
account to a considerable amount, in any given year, would it 
be by the authority solely of the Company themselves that 
they would transfer that as a debt to the territorial revenue ?— 

The plan for the separation of the accounts has been framed in 
obedience to a Parliamentary enactment, and has been approved 
by the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India, and has 
been laid beford Parliament. I refer to the* last Charter Act. 

By that Act the Home expenses were divided, and instructions 
were given to the several Presidencies, who fAimed the accounts 
on the same principle; and those have been approved by the 
Commissioners under that Act. 


148*. In your opinion, does that separation, which is directed 
by Act of Parliament, give a fair means of really judging of 
the resiflt of the Company’s trading as merchants?—With one 
important exception. The plan provides that the rates of ex- 
,c>i^nge which have been to-day mentioned, with Reference to 
the territorial accounts, shall be observed in that separation; 

* 4nd the effect of observing those rates is, that the Commerce 

pays very largely, and the Territory gains very largely. Per¬ 
haps I ought Jo explain to the Committee, that the operation-is 
simply this: the Commerce disburses in England for the Terri¬ 
tory, in military pay and allowances to King’s and Company t s 
officers in England, in the purchase of .political stores, and in 
various territorial charges, amounting, on an average, to about 
three millions sterling annually. The Act of Parliament pro¬ 
vides that the Territory shall issue in India, for the purposes of 
commerce, an equivalent to the sums so issqed in England; 
and the plan of separation directs that the Commerce shall be 
repaid its issues made in England, at the rhtes which have been 
mentioned^ - 

149. Has any estimate been* made of the extent of ttye in¬ 
jury that the Company suffer in their commercial capacity under 
that arrangement?—I believe it has; Mr. Lloyd has, I believe, 
prepared such an estimate. 

150. (To Mr^Lloyc(r\ —Can you fdmish’the Committee with T. G:Lloyd, 

* an estimate which yoi\i J consider to be correct, of what the Com- E **l' 
pany suffer in* their commercial capacity under that regulation 
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15 Feb. 1830. with respect to the exchange ?—Yes, I can, up to the year 
- 1829. 


T. G. Lloyd, 
Esq* 


151. Do you consider that, with the exception of that cir¬ 
cumstance which you have mentioned, the separation between 
the political and commercial character of the Company is fairly 
stated in the accounts ?—With that exception, I am certainly 
of that opinion. 


" 152. And that if they were different interests, one acting as 
sovereigns, and the other acting as merchants, the accounts 
would show clearly what has been the result in the one capacity 
and the other ?—Exactly so. 

153. Would you be able to produce an account upon any par¬ 
ticular investment from India to England, and also from India 
to China, stating the amount at which that investment was laid 
in, and the actual receipts obtained upon that investment ?— 
Yes, I have no doubt 1 could. 


154. Is there any capital belonging to the Company in their 
capacity as a commercial company, with which they trade?—I 
apprehend that their commercial assets constitute their com¬ 
mercial capital. 

155. There is no disposable capital in the shape of money for 
the purchase of those investments ?—We have disposable money, 
cash being one of the assets. 

156. Is it not the usual custom to draw on the territorial pos¬ 
sessions of India for such investments ?—Certainly not, 

157. Do any charges of any kind connected with commerce 

for providing the investment appear at all ?—Not in the territo¬ 
rial ; they ate stated in the commercial account. * 

158. Are the Committee to understand, that on no occasidh 

the investments of the Cofiipany, as a commercial company, 
have been made through the medium of the territorial revenues 
in India?—Since th$ year 1814, when the accounts were di¬ 
rected by the Act passed in 1813 to be kept under the heads of 
Territorial and Commercial 1 , there has been a running account 
between the Territory and Commerce; the commerce has, 
paid for every thing they have received from India, and there is 
now a balance of upwards of 5,000,000 sterling due fr<jm the 
Territory to the. Commerce. . 

159. Can you give.the Committee an account of the trade of 
the Company to India, and the trade of the CompanV to China; 
the trade of the Company between India and China distinct, 
with.the result of each description of ttade ?—We can. 

160. Up to what period can that be furnished ?—As far as re¬ 

gards the home accounts, up to May 1829: the foreign accounts, 
as far as the books have been received; I thinjf we have not re* 
caived the books of 1827-8. • • * " 

161. If Commerce now stands creditor lo Territory 5,000,000 
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and upwards, will not the manner in which the repayment of is Feb. is:w, 

those advance# have been valued, as stated before, nearly double -— 

the amount?—I have no doubt it will exceed the proportion that **■ 

the Committee have stated. I think, from some papers I have . q ' . • 

been preparing, the additional claim upon tllfe Territory, if I use 

the mercantile rate of exchange in England for bills upon India, 

would be 7,000,000 sterling in addition to the 5,000,000.* 

162. When you talk pf commerce do you include $he Chiifa 
trade ?—The China trade* is part of our commercial concern, , 
certainly. 

163. (To Mr. Melvill.)— Can you inform the Committee (/ J. c.Mchiii, 
the reason of the extraordinary increase in the department of 

t tl\b Marine ; in 1809-JO it was £75,147, and in 1827-8 the esti¬ 
mate was to the amount of £239,273?—Much of the increase 
is attributable to the estimate having included charges connected 
with the Burmese war; and there was also brought into the 
• estimate the cost of a steam-vessel. 


164. Still thg increase was much more tl^n doubled in the 
year previous to the Burmese war ?—Yes; but I think that 
many of the accounts of that expenditure were unadjusted. 

L65. (To Mr. Lloyd.) - Can you state as to the creditors of this 
large debt of the East-Iifldia Company, what proportion is held 
in Europe and what in India?—I can furnish the Committee 
witli.a statement of a former Accountant-General in Bengal, in 
which lje stated the proportion held by natives andi the propor¬ 
tion held by European residents in India. 

. 166. Are there accounts at the India-Hguse which will shpw 
*nn'estimate of the reductions which «it is understood are now 
*oi»g on in India ?— (Mr. Melvill .)—Certain statements have 
"been received from India, showingsthe progress of those reduc¬ 
tions ; and the Court of Directors have ordered very extensive 
reductions, v$iich are now in progress; the nature of tlioSe nmy 
be stated. 


T. C, . lloyd, 
Esq. 


J+C. Mr!,nil, 
Esq. 


• Jpvis , 18° die Februarii , 183d. a 

• * • 

CHARLES MARJORIBANKS, Esq. called in and examined. 

167. You are a servant of the East-India Company in their l«s Fcb.jie-J9. 

China Factory?—I am. *. , . , cMarjM.,, 

168. How many yeafl have ybu been in the Company » ser- »,/. 
vice ?—I have been seventeen years in the sfirvice of ihe East- 

India Compifby; the greater part of that time resident in China. 

# 169. In that ^situation you. had an opportunity of making 
yourself masfeAof th£ # mode in which the trade between China 
and England is conducted ?—I havehadopportunities ot acquiring 
information upon this subject. 
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18 Feb. 1830. 170. Is the foreign trade of China confined to one port alone? 

—It is so at present. The Spaniards still enjoy the right of trade 
C.MaTjqribanks, the p 0r t G f Amoy, in the province of Fokien; but-I’believe 
JiS? ‘ • it to be merely a^ominal privilege, inasmuch as they seldom 
avail themselves of it. The foreign trade was in former years 
open to other parts of the empire, to Chusan, Limpo, and the 
island of Formosa, from which ports foreigners were gradually 
excluded*by the enactments and oppressions of the Chinese 
-• government; but foreign trade is now entirely confined to the 
port of Canton. 

171. Is that trade carried on by many persons, or under what 

peculiar circumstances is the trade with China carried on ?—The 
legal trade with China, as far as the Chinese is concerned,’.is 
carried on j>y % body of men called. Hong merchants, at present 
seven in number. • # 

172. Those Hong merchants, therefore, may be considered as 
enjoying a monopoly of the China trade ?—They enjoy the mo¬ 
nopoly of the legal* trade as it is at present canned on, and arc 
the only persons permitted by the Chinese laws and government 
to conduct trade w*th foreigners. 

173. Do you consider that the present system of carrying on 
the trade is advantageous to China?—I conceive very gredt 
advantages result to China generally from foreign trade.* The 
Chinese government hate invariably, from the first periods of our 
intercourse with them down to the present period, professed to 
hold it in contempt, but I believe they are well aware fchat very 
great advantages result to the empire generally from the foreign 
trade. X dd^not believe that any large sum is paid into the Im-* 
perial Exchequer at Pekin in the shape of government revenue; 

* I have heard that sum differently estimated, but I have seldom' 
heard it stated to exceed two millious of dollars from the whole 
foreign trade; I have, heard it so stated upon Chinese authority, 
which is always more or less a questionable authority; but I 
believe great advantages result to the country generally from the 
foreign trade, from the encouragement which it gives to native 
. industry, from the numerous natives employed in different 
ways in the transactions of foreign commerce, and from the 
very flourishing state of the southern provinces of the empire, 
among which linclude the Tea provinces, which owe theft-pros¬ 
perous condition verf materially to the foreign trade, I believe 
the appointments of thp government offices at Cantqp are con¬ 
sidered amongst the best in the^^pipire ^ the Chinese themselves, 
in sneaking of an # appointment at Canton, call it quaintly pro¬ 
moting 1 to Canton, considering it a promotion*from most of the 
ther government situations in the empire. It Affords tp the 
government officers gumerpus opportunities of Realizing fortunes^ 
which they have not always the means a^enjoyfng, from the in- t 
security of property. t 

174. Has any efiange tJken place in the trade within yonr 
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recollection ?—Yes, very considerable changes have taken place 
in the foreign* trade generally. One of the greatest changes j, 7. 

■ which has taken place, and which, in my own opinion, will ' >an s> 

sooner or later affect the security of our trade, is the enormous • 
extent of the smuggling trade now carried off in China, amongst 
the i|lands in the mouth of the Canton river, to a very great 
extent indeed; so much so, that if the Chinese government had 
the inclination, J do not imagine they possess the means of put¬ 
ting it down, at least by any marine force which they have. . 

That trade has originated very much in the opium trade, which 
used formerly to be carried on at the port of Macao, which was 
then principally in the hands of the Portuguese; but by their 
enactments, which prevented other foreigners from engaging in 
it * except naturalized Portuguese subjects, which enactments 
were principally passed with a view of excluding British mer¬ 
chants froffl any participation in its advantages, the opium trade 
m was forced to Whampoa, which may be considered the port of 
Canton: there it was met by counteracting prohibitions and ex¬ 
actions of the Chinese government. It wa# then compelled to 
seek refuge amongst the islands in the mouth of the Canton river, 
where it is now carried on to a very great extent: indeed, not 
only in opium, but in articles of every description. Great ap¬ 
prehensions have arisen* on the part of the persons connected 
with the Chinese government, of the deficiencies which are 
likely to arise in their legal duties, as well as in the profits of the 
situations of the Government officers in Canton, if’the trade is 
permitted to increase in the manner in which it shows a disposi¬ 
tion to do at present. Such is the corrupt mature of the goverti- 
Vietit, that the lower custom-house offtcers, who are appointed 
t» put down smuggling, are frequently the persons by whose 
instrumentality it is carried on. There are other changes which 
have taken place in China during the period of my residence. 

1 think the condition of British subjects in .China, with reference 
to their relations with the Chinese government," has very mate¬ 
rially improved within my recollection, and the Company’s trade 
in tea has increased considerably. 

175. Has the situation of British residents in China been 
. improijpd or otherwise, or their commercial interest promoted 
by the last embassy to Pekin ?—I think our situation has very 
materially improved; inasmuch as a very favourable impression 
wa| made «upon the minds of the Chinese government, and 
indeed of the people generally, by the 4ate embassy to Pekin, 
which arose very much q*it of the principles upon which that em¬ 
bassy was conducted—principles which I have el ways considered 
as the most ^ondilcive to the Company’s interests in China— 
namely, great conciliation in all intercourse with government, 
out at die same time perfect firmness»and decision in ij.ll 
.material points whicW.Tnvolved either the national character 
there, or the interests of our comm 
potation and commercial interests 


i 


rce; 

lave 


aqd our national re- 
ever had a near and 
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18 Fei), 1 830. intimate connection. I have always seen in China, that what 

C.MunoribnnRs ^ as P ro ^ e ^ injurious to our national reputation, has had an 
Esq. * equally injurious effect upon our commercial interests :.I'believe 
’ it will continue to remain so. I conceive that our character 
has been raised ixt public estimation in China by the conduct 
of Lord Amherst's embassy; and I believe the resistance which 
Lord Amherst made to the requisitions of the Chinese govern¬ 
ment, which involved on the part pf the foreigners the most 
humiliating compliances, has raised, at least preserved unim¬ 
paired, the British character in China. It is in the very nature 
of an arbitrary government to trample on abject submission, 
and to have its appetite increased by the very means which 
are adopted for its gratification. By § subservient course* of 
conduct we should only have incurred degradation, without the 
shadow of bn equivalent. In former years I am no^ prepared to 
say it was the case, but since I have known China, the 
representatives of the Company have endeavoured as much as t 
possible to proceed in such a manner in their intercourse with 
the government a£d people of the country, as*not to sacrifice 
national character for the acquirement of a temporary ad¬ 
vantage. 1 

176. Do you consider the Company’s representatives in 

China to possess a superior influence over other foreigners ?_ 

Certainly I do, . * 

177. From what cause ?—From the great magnitude»of their 
trade, as well as from the superior importance which*attaches 
to* British residents^in China, as in most parts of the world. 

A knowledge of the Cdtnpany’s power and influence in Iiftlia 4 
certainly contributes to the influence which their represen¬ 
tatives possess with the government of China——an influence 
which perhaps increases the jealousy and apprehension of the 
government; while it does so, it increases thdir anxiety to 
remain on good terms with us. When I speak of British re¬ 
sidents, I mean in any part*of the world I have been in, I Have 
generally seen British residents fully more respected than 
those of any other countries, and I think that enters into the* 
causes which produce the estimation in which we are held in . 
China. * 

178. What general effect, in yjour opinion, would be produced 
in Chintz by the opening of the trade to China generally to , 
British ships ?-—I consider that every increased •number of 
British ships Much resort to Gahton more than is necessary for 
the trade, tend to* endanger the security of the trade. I mean 
to say, that every increased resort of British subjects to Canton, 
by bringing them more into possible collision with the CMnes® 
t^an they at presenf are tftider the exi^pg sjtyem, would tend 
to endanger the security of that trade?* I think a number of* 
individuals would,resort from this country who* would enter 
into very active competition with each qther in the markets. 
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of Canton, and that that individual competition would have 18 Feb. 1830* 
a tendency to'induce them to undersell each other in imports, . ~~T~ 
and - to' give higher prices for the productions of China than are e ' aK ^' ai s * 
now. given by the East-India Company. As the trade at. 
present exists, the Company enter as an Individual purchaser 
into the market, and have a very great control in consequence 
over the markets.of China, which I do not think individuals 
would possess; I think would be very difficult, in the re¬ 
stricted limits to which foreigners are generally confined in 
Canton, for British subjects generally to be admitted there; 

1 think it would be found too small for their active competition, 
and that they would not submit to the required restrictions. I 
am of opinion that one of the immediate effects of an open 
trade to China would oe to raise the prices of tea in the Canton 
market, j^ich have remained for many yeafs fitfed, by the 
power of the Company enabling them to resist any attempts 
which have been made to raise them. I think also that the 
opening of the trade would very much endanger its security, 
by the increasfe which would take place ill the foreign smug¬ 
gling trade; and I think its general effect would be to lower 
the English character in the estimation of file Chinese. 

. 179. Have you any means of knowing whether the Chinese 
authorities and the Hong merchants have formed any opinion 
of th*e advantage or otherwise to thempf an open trade ?—The 
government have at all times objected to innovation of any 
kind; *gnd they have been so long accustomed to the manner 
in which the trade has been conducted, and to the regular 
System which they have been enablqjl to establish, that I tliink 
^they would very unwillingly exchange it for any other. I have 
been told by the Chinese with jrhom I have conversed, that, 
the officers connected with the government, upon hearing that 
changes were in contemplation, expressed themselves inimical 
to such changes. The Hong merchants themselves, at least 
the wealthier part of them, are decidedly against any change * 
which would subvert the system on which the Company’s trade 
is conducted. Howqua, the senior Hong merchant, speaking 
in reference to the subject, said, he looked with dread and ap-' 
prehension at «an increased number of British ships; which 
implies an increased resort of British subjects arriving at 
Canton. I believe the Chqsese to be perfectly satisfied with 
the extreme regularity with which the Company’^ affairs are * 
conducteft, as well as with the good # faitli which is uniformly 
preserved by the Factory in tfitfir several transactions. • 

180. Do vou think that any increased consumption of British - 
manufactured articles would take place if the trade was more 
open to China Jhan it now is ?—1, am sot disposed to think 
so; and my reasoi^tfor not thinking so are, that I have 
known the Chinese^markets of late yeas frequently filled with 
•English manufactures upon which,* prime * cost could not be 


m 
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18 Feb. 18.10. realized. I have known several investments imported by Ameri- 

- cans and others, which have sold at a very considerable dis- 

C.Mayoribanlfo, count; and I know that the Company have for many years, and 
Esq. in former times, sustained very great losses indeed upon the 
import trade into China from England. 

181. Will you explain to the Committee the mode in which«the 
supercargoes buy and sell generally for the Company in China ? 
—*Our dealings take place directly with the Hong merchants, 
who come to the Factory. We partly hear from them the 
state of the markets generally, and we ascertain from other 
sources the state of those markets. All the transactions of the 
Company’s servants are confined to the Hong merchants. In¬ 
deed the Company is the only legal trader in relation to the 
Chinese laws at present in China. I mean that all other fo¬ 
reigners are“mofe or less connected with the illicit trade. 

182. Are measures constantly taken for the increase of the 
consumption of British manufactures in China by the Company ? 
—Since I have been acquainted with China, and on reference 
to the records of tMfe Company, I have found that the subject 
more than any other which the Company’s authorities in this 
country have urged c on their servants in China has been, that 
they should use every endeavour to extend the consumption of 
British manufactures in China. I believe that anxiety has not 
been found wanting on the part of the Company’s representa¬ 
tives in China, both from a wish to maintain credit in the esti¬ 
mation of their employers, as well as from a desire to promote 
the general interests of British manufacturers. If selfish in¬ 
terests can tx^ supposed to enter into the arrangement at all, m 
course our commissions would increase with increasing extent of 
sale. The greater the sale the greater our profits. 13ut I be¬ 
lieve the anxiety of the Factory to promote the consumption of 
British manufactures in China originates in superior motives to 
any arising out of mere selfish considerations. 

183. What do you consider the impediments to a great ex¬ 

tension of trade ?—Thedimite which the Chinese have set to the 
foreign trade; their confining it to one remote corner of one of 
the southern provinces of the empire. The articles which we 
import into China are carried to the northern provinces through 
the interior of the country. The Chinese«have every facility of 
internal intercourse by navigable*rivers and canals; £ut such a 
system is to a certain extent expensive. 1 conceive, also, the 
Chinese to have arrived % at a very great perfection in*their own 
manufactures, s*ome of which arelsuperioreo our own, and existed 
many hundred yeats before we manufactured, at all: perhaps 
their manufactures have not advanced in excellence for many 
hundred years, * 

134. What articles are imported into Clyna iif the shape of 
raw materials in the ship of the Comply generally, and by 
private persons, front India P^-The great import of raw material- 
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into China in the ships of the Company from India is cotton 18 Feb. 1830. 

from the presidencies of Bombay and Bengal, and a small por- • - 7 — 

tion frtfm. Madras; there are pepper and betel-nut, and rattans, 

and articles of that description, which the Company of later 

years have left entirely to their officers, and is a part of the 

trade carried on by country ships. The country trade now in 

China forms, I conceive, a very important branch of theTSritish 

trade, both from its extent, and from the profits which arise fo 

the persons engaged in it. It is a trade which, I believe, the 

Company’s authorities in China have shewn every disposition to 

give every assistance to. They never considered that cotft- 

merce at variance with that of the Company. 

.185. Generally speaking, have the Company’s representatives 
encouraged to the utmost the import of the raw material?—Yes, 
they bavesdeme all in their power to promote it. 


, 186. Will you explain to the Committee the mode in which 

the teas are bought for the Company, and how they are ex¬ 
amined as to their quality, and their priefcs arranged ?—The 
most considerable portion of the Company’s tea investment is 
contracted for by the Company with the Hong merchants, in 
the' season previously to that in which the teas are delivered to 
them. The Hong merchants enter into engagements with the tea 
merchants, and make to them advances upon those contracts. 
The»tea when it is brought to Canton Ts submitted to the in¬ 
spection of the Company’s inspectors there, and indeed is sub¬ 
jected to every scrutiny which is supposed to be desirable to 
ascertain its quality. The Company have* I believe I may say, 
evhry leaf of black tea at their option^ I mean ev&ry parcel of 
b black tea of any value is first offered to the Company, and is 
’submitted to their inspection prevwusly to its reception. 


187. Hava they an equal advantage in respect to green tefts ? 
—We experience competition with the Americans in respect* to 
some of the classes of green teag, and they frequently give 
higher prices for those green teas than the Company’s standard 
prices. The tea brokers themselves, I mean the green tea mer¬ 
chants, who deliver their teas to the Hong merchants, are a 
body ftf men consisting very nearly of 400. They are men of 
very small capital indeed; the advances are vepy much made to 
them from merchants in Cantpn. Those, persons always show 
a greater Irish to deal with the Company than with„individual 
merchant^ from the obvious reason that they consider them a 
more secure and regular custofritr, a better custefaner and a bet¬ 
ter paymaster. # • 


1£8. The* large amount, therefore, of the Company’s trade, 
'gives to their agents in China gre^t influence with the Hong 
merchants ?-*- Unquestionably, and with all the government au¬ 
thorities in any way connected with the foreign trade. 

• J89. Has not this influence been very beneficial to the whole 

• » • . 
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18 Feb. 1830. foreign trade of the port?—I conceive the Company’s trade to 
—7 . be very beneficial to the foreign trade generally. It has formed 
c.Ma^oniemXi, & gort 0 f breakwater to that trade; having prevented Innova- 
sq ' tions of the Chinese government, which they are always suffi¬ 
ciently disposed to f make upon such privileges as we possess; 
and having prevented several attempts which have been made 
to raiSe the prices of teas, and to levy exactions upon the trade. 
Ih some instances, though the trade in China, as far as regards 
the Chinese, is a monopoly at present, yet the government has 
endeavoured to make it a still closer monopoly, what they call 
a^Co-Hong, which was to consist of two or three merchants. 
The prices of imports and exports were to be fixed by the Chi¬ 
nese government, and that those Chinese merchants were merejy 
to be the agents of the government. This, upon one occasion, 
was not only attempted by the local government at-Canton, but 
it was confirmed by an imperial edict from Pekin, directing it to 
take place. The Company saw the danger which would arise 
from so closely restricted a system, and that we should be in the 
hands of the despot of the country, very much in the same 
way as -we are in those of the Siamese ana the Cochin-Chinese, 
when we attempt to 4 trade with them at present, and they resisted 
that innovation. The Company’s powef and influence in China, 
and their being able to make great pecuniary sacrifices in conse¬ 
quence of delays which took place, enabled them to becomfe suc¬ 
cessful, and to prevent that attempt of the Canton governmeht to 
make it a perfectly close and restricted government monopoly, 
though it was sanctioned by the Emperor’s commands froth Pekin. 

I conceive tljpt was ene very important occasion on which the 
Company have prevented, by their power and influence, an 
innovation upon trade, which must have proved destructive 
’ of profits, not only to therhselves, but to the foreign trade 
generally. 

*190. When did tKat take place?—1814 was the year in 
which the discussions commenced; and the previous year the 
measure had been take!) by the government. 

191. You stated that the Company resisted; in what way 
was the resistance evinced?—This attempt to a establishua Co- 
Hong has been jnade on more than, on one occasion; bqt the 
occasion to which' I particularly allude was during my own re¬ 
sidence in the country, in 1814, #hen an attempt was made, to 
break the'junior Hong •merchants, and sundry other attempts 
whiclj I need sot detail, becauf® they are upon the Company’s 
records, to destroy the advantages we had in our commerce 
with China. The Select Committee then carife to^he determi¬ 
nation of stopping the trade, and irtfimated to the Chinese, 
government that, under such circumstances, aty amicable rela¬ 
tions between the two countries must tehftinate. This gave rise • 
to discussions, which continued for several months, involving 
great losses to individuals, ^nd very considerable inconveniefic'e ^ 
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and loss to the Company; but the result was eminently sue- 18 Feb. 1830. 
cessful. The jtlnior Hong merchants remained as they were, 1)r ~rz 
and the imperial edict was not carried into effect. I conceive 
that the Company have been generally useful to foreigners, in 
gradually doing away a number of exactions? When our ships 
first yent to China they were compelled to submit to numerous 
inconveniences. The guns were taken out of the ships? the 
rudders unhung, and they were placed entirely in subjection to* 
the Chinese government; *and it was in consequence of the 
opposition to those exactions that the government were induced 
to do away with them. Upon all those occasions, I think, whew 
the Company have fought their own battle, they have at the 
same time fought the battle of the trade in general. 

192. Have not the supercargoes occasion ^frequently to 
address th* ‘Viceroy or other authorities upon subjects con¬ 
nected with the British trade ?—Frequently; though of late 
•years, perhaps, they have been more infrequent, because their 
situation with reference to the government has been much im¬ 
proved. Of late years we have been left Auch more unmo¬ 
lested than Lrecollect the trade to have been jn 1813, and years 
immediately following. 

•193. In what language are petitions allowed to be pre¬ 
sented^—It has been a regulation, as applicable to foreign trade, 
established by the Chinese government,, that all addresses to 
them shojuld be written in the European character. .That regu¬ 
lation was made by the government, from a wish to place what 
construction they pleased upon the addresses which were made 
to'tfcem. In former years that was thg case*, and ab present it 
exists in every case, except in that of the Company. The Com¬ 
pany’s representatives are the onlyjiersons in China who pos¬ 
sess, the right, a right acknowledged by the government, of 
addressing them in the language of China. « * 

194. Is there a knowledge of the Chinese language among 
the members of the Factory ?—Very many of the members of 
the Factory speak the language of Chink. Every encourage¬ 
ment has been given to them to acquire a knowledge of it by 
. the Company, in holding forward prospects of certain pecuniary 
rewards, as well as of approbation of their conduct. In addi¬ 
tion, sfime men possess anxiety for literary reputation; but I 
conceive a knowledge of the peculiar language of China to have 
* been more ^materially promoted by Dr. Jdorrison than by any 
other individual whom I have ever known in China. He has 
been interpreter in the CSmpanyf employ now for upwards of 
twenty years; and the great knowledge he haS acquired of the 
Chinese language has enabled him to be eminently successful, 
ifot. only on the occasion of the last embassy to Pekin, but on 
numerous others} which* are almost daily occurring with th^ 

TChinese. He speaks yie language almost as fluently as he does 
English. I believe one of the largest turns which has ever been 
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expended upon? the publication . of a work, has been by the 
Company, in the publication of Dr, Morrison’s Chinese Dic¬ 
tionary, which eminently facilitates the acquisition of *lhe lan¬ 
guage. I think the expense of the Company in that work could 
not nave been less r than £12,000 sterling; and that dictionary 
is at this moment employed by the Japanese as a mediiyn of 
translation into their own language. The colloquial language 
of Japan is different from the Chinese, but they use the same 
character. 1 

195. Does Dr. Morrison still receive a salary from the Com¬ 
pany ?—-He is their interpreter. I mention Dr. Morrison’s name, 
because I think him eminently conspicuous as a Chinese scholar; 
and I think the advantages which havq resulted from his ser¬ 
vices have been very great indeed. He went out as a mission¬ 
ary upon fiis own account at first, with a view to objects of 
his mission, which i believe have not been very successful. 

196. Are there any foreigners resident in China, as far as you 
know, who are masters of the language ?—There are none of 
the foreign residents in China who possess any knowledge of the 
language^ if I excppt the Portuguese padr€s at Macao. I am 
not acquainted with any foreigner at this moment at Cantonwho 
possesses a knowledge of the language,.except persons connected 
with the Factory. The resident merchants certainly have not; 
it is not their business; they go there for commercial purposes; 
and it is a language which requires almost the devotion of a life 
to acquire any useful knowledge of it. 

* 197. Have you any means of knowing whether the American 
trade in China has ihcreaced or decreased of late years ?—Within 
the last two or three years the trade has very materially de¬ 
creased. I have an abstract of the American imports and ex¬ 
perts; it weaken from American sources of information, and 
from this I find in 1825*6 the Americans had 42 Ships in China, 
mid that the amount*of their imports was 7,700,000 dollars, and 
their exports 8,900,000 dollars; in 1826-7 the number of the 
ships was reduced tfi 26, the amount of their imports was 
3,800,000 dollars, andtheirexports 4,300,000 dollars; in 1827-b 
the number of Americanships m China was only 20, being less 
by half than what it? had been in 1825-6; an that year the 
amount of their, Imports #as 6,200jOOO dollars, and the amount 
of the exports 6,000*000; and when I left China \n December 
1828-9, 'there had oijy arrived in China 12 vessels. 1 have 
received no later account of the t amount of the American trade, 
nor*to my knowledge is theVe any ih this country; but this 
exhibits within tHe last few years a very remarkable falling-off 
in the amount of the American trade to China* I may men¬ 
tion, as confirmatoiy of tjiat fact, that Mr. Edward Thompson, 
of Philadelphia, who is me largest Bhip-pwnerfl have known in 
the American trade connected with Ctii^a, who.had five or six 
vessels in China, m his deposition which was laid before Con- 
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gress, explanatory of the deficiency in his payment of duties, 
stated that he Met engaged in the Chinese trade witli five or six 
vessels, 'with a capital of 600,000 dollars, as applicable to that 
trade* and that he had himself, 'as an individual trader, plaid a 
larger sum to the American government in tile shape of duties 
than ahe believed any other individual; I think he stated 
14,000,000 of dollars, and at that moment he said he tf&s a 
bankrupt. I mention him as being the largest American ship¬ 
owner I have known as connected with the China trade. The 
result of the information which I have derived from the Ame¬ 
rican agents themselves resident in China certainly has been unit 
favourable to the profits of their trade generally. Some of the 
American agents have realized money by dealing in opium and 
by other means, but I believe those that have engaged in com¬ 
merce betw^pp China and the United States, and m lfiter years 
between China and Foreign Europe, have not been at all suc¬ 
cessful ; in some instances very much the reverse. This estimate 
exhibits a statement of the American trade from 1604-5 till 
1827-8; it was cbpicd principally from the boak of an American 
resident in Canton, but it was derived entirely from American 
sources, and therefore I imagine it to be correftt. 

[The •witness delivered in the statement, which was read, as 
m JbUows.'] 

ESTIMATE of the Total Amount and Value of the Amejmcah Exports 
„ and Imports. 


• 

Seasons. 

N° of Ships. 

Imports. 

——*- 

Exports. ( 

•- 9 .. „ -- ---- 


Dollars- 

j Dollars. 

•* 1804-1805. 

34 

3,555,818 

3,842,000 

1805- 1806. 

1806- 1807. 

42 

37 

*5,326,358 

3,877,362 

5,127,000 
t, 294,000 

1807-1808.. 

33 

3,940,090 

3,476,000 

1808- 1809. 

1809- 1810. 

8 

37 

479,850 

5,744,600 

808,000 

5,715,000 

1810-1811 . 

16 

2,898,800 

2,973,000 

. 1811-1812 . 

1812-1813 . 

25 

8 

3,132,810 

1,453,000 

2,771,000 

620,000 

181^,1814-1815... 

9 

451,500 

572,000 

1815-1816 .«... 

30 

2,527,500 

4,220,000 

1816-1817 . 

• 38* 

5,609,600 

• 5,703,000 

1817-1818 . 

39 

7,076,828 

6*777,000 

. i8l8-iei9 . 

47 * 

9,867,2<fe 

9,057,107 

1819-1820 . 

43 

8,185^00 

8.173J000 

1820-1821 . 

26 9 

4,035,000 

4,088,000 

1821-1822 . 

• 45 

* 8,199,741 

*,058,741 • 

1822-1823 . 

40 

8,339,389 • 

7,523,492 

1823-1824.* . 

.34 

6,315,127 

5,677,149 

. 1904-1825. 

43 

8,962,045 

8,501,119 

1825- 1826........ 

1826- 1827..*. *... 

• 1 HOT 1 aoo 

42 . 

26 

*• on 

7,276,30k 

3,843,717 

8,949,562 

4,363,788 

6.559.025 
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198. Is it not understood that the senior Hong merchant, 
Howqua, has embarked in the American trdde on his own 
account?—When I was first acquainted with the trade in 
1813-14, Howqua was very considerably engaged with the 
Americans. At that period, and some years subsequently, I 
believe the American trade to have been very profitable, gt the 
periBH when they were acting as carriers to the world generally, 
when British ships were excluded very much from the ports 
of foreign Europe; but latterly, for Several years, he has entirely 
withdrawn from his connection with the Americans, solely upon 
flthe ground, I believe, of his having found it very unprofitable. 

I have that information derived from himself, that he found his 
last speculations connected with the Americans not at* all 
profitable. 

a c 

199. Do you consider that the Americans purchase their teas 
on equally favourable terms with the Company ?-—I think the 
Company have a decided advantage in the purchase of teas ove. 
any other competitor, inasmuch as all the classes of black teas 
are in the first instance submitted to them; and if they are dis- 

r >sed to give the^same prices for green teas as the Americans, 
believe the Chinese would infinitely rather deal with them 
than with the Americans or any other individuals. When the 
Americans give larger prices, of course the Chinese, proceeding 
upon common commercial principles, deliver their teas to them 
when their security of payment is good. 

200. Has the price of teas generally to the Company been 

f creased or decreased latterly ?—One of the advantages which 
conceive*’ to hav£ arisen from the Company’s system is, that It 
has kept the teas at a fixed price. An attempt was made in 
1819 and 1820, by combiijations of the green tea merchants, 
mid afterwards of the black tea merchants, to raise the prices of 
,teas*most materially. In the case of the green*tea merchants, 
it was a very strict* combination amongst the individuals con¬ 
nected with the trade; they met together and expressed their 
determination to maintain their prices. The Company were 
equally obstinate, and were not disposed to yield to their terms. 
A considerable delay took place in the sailing of the Company’s 
ships from China, and of course loss to the Company Thpon de¬ 
murrage ; but the Company’s possession of capital enabled them 
* to sustain that logs* and the combination amongst the Chinese 
tea merchants was broken in consequence, while the Company 
had the power of punishment in their own hands. *They refused 
to*receive the teas, even thdbgh of a^ood quality, from the tea 
merchants who’had been the principal persons connected with 
this combination, and bankruptcy and Very serhfus losses were. 
the consequence tp those merchant! of the rejection of the ffea 
• by the Company. The Company ev^itpally*/uoceeded in main¬ 
taining prices atstheir former standard That is one particular 
occasion which •! remember where tlie Company have .main- 
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tamed the prices of teas. An occasion occurred in 1825, where 18 Feb. 1830. 
the Company reduced the prices of their contract teas consi- 
’ derably,* one tale per pecul; they received the teas at reduced C ' a W™ anks ’ 
prices* by which a saving resulted to the Company of £20,000 , 
sterling per annum. • 

2QJ. How much is a tale and a pecul ?—Six shillings and 
eightpence is the conventional value of a tale ; and a {fiSfeul is 
183£ lbs. The real value of the tale is not, however, more than 
6 s .; l mean if a tale weighl of dollars silver were melted down, 
it would not yield more pure silver than that contained in 6 s. 

202. Does the American Consul in China possess an efficient 
control over his countrymen there ?—I do not consider at all 
efficient for the good conduct of the trade: indeed he possesses 
very little power beyond having the right of administering an 
oath; and upon some occasions where his power ft as fteen called 
in question, the Americans have made a very unhappy exhibi¬ 
tion. Upon an important occasion, which was in 1821, when 
a seaman belonging to one of their ships was accused of homi¬ 
cide, and where, from every inquiry that Was made, the man, 

I believe, was entirely innocent of the crime imputed to him, 
the Chinese, as usual, demanded, that he should be given up. 

The Consul, who was 9 man of much good feeling, resisted 
that demand ; but his countrymen, and the persons connected 
with the trade, and the captains of the ships, formed themselves 
into & combination, as it were, against the Consul, and resisted 
his wishes. The seaman, who was a Sicilian by birth, was sur¬ 
rendered into the hands of the Chinese. I believe this Associa- 
•tiqp of the Americans so far sheltered themselvqj under the 
plea that he was not a citizen of the* United States, and that 
.they were not compelled to protect him. He was surrendered 
to the Chinese government, stroi%ly against the private indi¬ 
vidual remonstrances of members of the British Factory. The 
select committee, as a public body, was .not called upon to in¬ 
terfere in it. The unfortunate man, when delivered up to the 
Chinese, underwent a mere shanf trial. He scarcely spoke 

• English (he was a Sicilian by birth) ; nobody but Chinese inter¬ 
preters were present; his hand was covered with ink, and he 

- ignorsrffUy placed the impression of it upon a paper, which was 
a concession of his gujlt. It was expected, as jn other cases of 
homicide, the sentence would be referred to the Emperor for 
. his sanction: instead of that,*the seaman, without any intima¬ 
tion, was Carried to the place of public execution three days 
afterwards, and strangled. I*believe that is a case which has 
tended very much to degrade the foreign character in China, and 
which mayjiave*a very prejudicial influence upon the foreign 

• relations in China. Ioelieve the American character, in the 
estimation qyetyof the Chinese, was very* considerably lowered 

• by that act. By it Afs in some measure subverted the predB- 
dent which the British Factory had # on several previous similai 
m occasions succeeded in establishing, by strenuously opposing 
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IB Feb. 1830. the execution of the merciless and indiscrimination laws of 
, China. I have known one or two individualsyAmerican mer- 
C.MafymmmAa, c j iantg> i n Canton, who were persons of great respectability; 
q ' but their general mercantile character in China certainly stands 
very far from high—I mean in relation to their commercial 
transactions. I ought to state, that the American Consul,*who 
had dius proved the inefficiency of his power, was so disgusted 
with the proceedings of his countrymen, that he immediately 
resigned nis situation. 

203. In the event of the trade being open to British subjects 
generally, do you apprehend that the appointment of a King’s 
Consul will ensure that respectability which is now given to the 
chief supercargo of the Company ?—I conceive that a person pos¬ 
sessing the power of King's Consul alone, unless that power was 
backed by some other influence, would not be successful in con¬ 
trolling his countrymen there, or regulating our intercourse with 
the Chinese. My reason for thinking so is, that the Chinese have 
on all occasions refused to acknowledge any government autho¬ 
rity whatever, or uny King's officers. Upon occasions where 
officers of his Majesty's ships have been in China, wheu discus¬ 
sions have arisen out of their Coming into collision with the 
Chinese, the Company have always, requested the Chinese 
government to communicate with the officers of his Majesty’s 
ships, stating as their reason that they possess no authority over 
them. The answer of the Chinese has always been, « wfe ac¬ 
knowledge ho authority in China hut the Company's Factory, 
through whom alone we will communicate.” When an* English 
admiral was, in China, which took place in 1808-—when Adgii-, 
ral Drury was cnnductih^his ill-concerted expedition, , the same 
language was held by the government. In former years the Com-. 

" pany’s Chief did possess the powers of King's Consul. In 1698, 
indeed^ at one tune there were two King’s Consuls in China, 
the representatives of rival East-India Companies. I believe 
considerable advantage would arise from the Company’s Chief 
in China being vested frith \he powers of King’s Consul; not 
that I think the Chinese would consider his situation changed, 
but that it would give him a more distinct power, which the 
representatives of the East-India Company really do not possess, 
on occasions of .homicide, or others, when they are plained in 
situations of very great difficulty ’indeed, and when they are left 
entirely to proceed upon the principles of common %ense; but 
there are no laws made for their protection in China, and no 
sufficient instructions given Fo* their guidance in very embar¬ 
rassing situations .with the Chinese. I allude to occasions of 
murder and homicide occurring. Even in casSs where they be¬ 
lieve there has been murder, they have ifiOt the power of exa-, 
mining evidence' upvn oath; and murder hfs .often to be 
proved upon circumstantial evidence; t&y cannot, therefore, • 
unless under the certainty qf the crime having beeh committed, 
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surrender an individual. They are equally reqp£$ed to do so in 18 Feb. 1830, 
cases of homicide by the Chinese government) whose law is very r w "TZ 
indiscrirainating upon that subject; their situation).therefore, “jgL an *’ 
becomes very embarrassing indeed. The Company's Factory . 
have *been told that the necessity of submission to the laws of 
the qpuntry in which they resided might be pleaded as suffix 
cient to justify them in pursuing a different course frouoavhat 
they have done; but they have declined sheltering themselves 
under such an unworthy pita of justification, 

204. Will you be good enough to give the Committee any 
information youpossess with reference to the growth of tea ip 
the interior /— 1 The black tea imported by the East-India Com¬ 
pany is grown and manufactured in the province of Fokien, 
with the exception of about one-third of that sort called by us 
bohea, which third part is produced in the northeastern corner 
of the province of Canton, in a district called Wo-Ping, which 
% gives its name to the tea in question. The green tea is all 
grown in the province of Kiang-nan, Kiang-si, and Che-Kiang, 
but chiefly in the two former. The tea-plants of all these pro¬ 
vinces are supposed to be of one species; the difference in the 
manufactured article arising from difference d? soil, climate, and 
manufacture. Green tea has been made in the districts from 
whence the black tea comes, and vice versd. Some of the buds 
of the.plant in Fokien are picked in the early part of the spring, 
before they have burst: those form thd pekoe tea, the most 
valuable*part of the plant; of which buas a small portion is 
mixed wkh the best parcels of congo, to give them a flavour. 

Pfjkoe is also brought to Canton unmixeq^with other leaves. 

Thfe tea sent to Russia is said to be tfekoe, slightlj^adulterated 
by the mixture of other leaves. In the beginning of May the 
leaves are stripped off the, plant ;•& new crop is then thrown 
out? and picked about six weeks afterwards, and a third crpp 
about the erfti of the summer; the two first pickings ate the 
best, and nearly equal in quality. The* third crop of leaves 
yields tea of little strength and interior favour: hence the best 
crops are composed wholly of the choice leaves of the two first 
'gatherings, with a small sprinkling of the buds or pekoe. The 
inferioj^crops contain a larger share of the third pickings, and 
none of the pekoe. The black tea in Fokien is said to be cul¬ 
tivated largely by cottagers in small plots of ground or gardens. 

The leaves jare picked by the family, and* are immediately car¬ 
ried to ma^cet, where persons, whose business lies in that line, 
collect quantities of them, and manufacture them m part, that is, 
expose them to be dried*by the wind under thp shade, and after¬ 
wards to be further dried in a heated warehouse. The persons 
whopi we call tea merchants, and the agents of the Hong mer¬ 
chants, come tG^e tea districts, and^urchase from the mem be¬ 
fore-mentioned Quantities of the dried leaves of the first, secondh¬ 
and third gatherings, ^discriminating the leaves of young and old 
plants, of those grown in well-kuowfi favourable spots, &c. &c. 
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18 Feb. 1820. They then complete the drying process, according as it may be 
- 7 — , requisite, and employ women and children to Select the hard, 

c.Maryanbatiks, t i ie best leaves, with more or less discrimination, according to 
' sq ’ , the object of making very fine, middling, or common tea. , The 
tea is made into [forcels of from 100 to 600 chests each, with a 
distinctive name to each parcel and conformity of quality, where 
the «tea merchant acts honestly; hence those parcels of tea 
which, under certain Chinese names, have proved in a series of 
years of excellent quality and simildr characters, and which are 
greatly sought after at the London sales, are not the produce of 
any particular farm, but owe their character to the skill and good 
laith with which the tea merchant or the Hong merchants’ agent 
have executed their commissions in selecting only superior par¬ 
cels of leaves in the market of Woo-y-slmn. Green tea is brought 
from the three provinces above-mentioned. Like the black tea, 
the different classes are formed by selecting the better from the 
inferior leaves after they have been dried; the light leaves , 4 
separated by a winnowing machine from the heavier, form 
hyson skins; mucfi of the skins of twankay are told as hyson 
skins. Copper is never used in making green tea. The bloom¬ 
ing appearance of 1 hyson, gunpowder, &c. is said to arise from 
the effects of carefully roasting the leaves in iron vases placed 
over a fire, and by rubbing them against the sides of the vessel; 
in this process with the green teas much skill is requisite; and 
there is a class of persons who are hired by some of the tea 
merchants to superintend their respective manufactories. The 
bohea tea is composed partly of the lower grades of the Vu-y- 
sl^an tea, which has been left unsold after the departure of the 
last ships of the season, and partly of the tea grown in the dis¬ 
trict of Canton called Wo-Ping. The green tea merchants wfco 
come annually to Canton are supposed to be very numerous, 
about 400, many with very small adventures; the black' tea 
merchants are fewer in number, but it is believed that there is 
not one of either party sufficiently provided with funds to be 
able to trade on his own ^capital. The Hong merchants ad¬ 
vance the tea merchants from 2,000 to 3,000 tales per chop of 
congo or twankay, by which means the article is procured; 
formerly, that is until about 1814 or 1815, the East-India Com¬ 
pany had for a long period themselves advanced such sums as 
those above stated to the Hong ' merchants, by whom the 
money was transferred to the, tea merchant. The plan was 
abandoned, because partly it was found in agreaf ; degred to 
compel an acceptance of the „tea provided, whether good or 
bad, as the only means of recovering the loan ; and partly 
from a desire to lessen as much as possible *he extent of the 
East-India Company’s property at risk in China."* The richer 
Hong merchants e^ch sqnd a purser or clerk to the Black 
,*$ea country to manufacture for the»v v a few chops of tea, 
which usually prove the best of the investment; and they 
assert that these f first ciass teas do not pay them profit in 
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proportion to the inferior sorts, and that they continue the 18 Feb 1830. 
partial manufacture of the former only to satisfy the Company’s —- 
earnest ‘demand for them, and in consideration of the larger c.ifarj^nbi.nk-^ 
share, of business allotted to them. In an open trade these 
motives would not exist. * 

206. Will you inform the Committee of the mode in which 
the woollens from this country are disposed of to the Hong 
merchants ?—The woollens are disposed of to the Hong mer¬ 
chants under very favourable circumstances as regards charges, 
inasmuch as what the Hong merchants call the Consoo charges, 
which are the charges arising out of the operations connected 
with the expenses of their own Hongs, are not levied upon our 
manufactured woollens # at all. They are, in the first instance, 
delivered to the Hong merchants, who have upon all occasions, 
since I havejjeen acquainted with them, declared*thafr they sus¬ 
tained losses upon the Company’s woollens, and they only con* 

%sented to receive them on consideration of the large purchases 
of tea made by the Company. Through the influence of the 
Hong merchant, the tea merchants are induced to receive a 
considerable portion of those woollens in payment of the teas 
received from them; and by that means, I btfieve, the woollens 
find'their way into the # interior of the country with greater 
facilities than they could otherwise do. 

206! Is there not that confidence in the Company’s mark, that 
a bale of goods so marked will go all oVer China?—I believe 
that has "been proverbial for many years ; and I believe not only 
upon the’Company’s mark, but the Company’s seal, whenever 
alftq: is affixed, they consider it a pledge of ^afety and security. 

I may say the same of the word of the Company’s secant passed 
on matters of business; no written engagements are required. 

“ I^is enough if it is in the Company’s book,” has been the com- ■ 
mon answer ojf a Hong merchant, when large sums have beqn 
owing to him, sometimes to the amount of half a million sterling. 

207. Do you apprehend that a bale of goods which had not 
the Company’s mark would experience the same ready transit, 

?md have the same security attached to it ?—It would not be 
receivecLwithout examination and measurement. 

208. *Do you Relieve that a supply of tea could be obtained 
by the? consumers in this country at a cheaper rate than it now 
is, if the triple were thrown oppn ?—I coppeive, with reference 
to what I lmve stated as to the competition that wopld ensue 
among individuals of the Britisli mercantile community in the 
markets of Canton, one t»f the fiflmediate results *>f that w/>uld 
be to raise the prjpes of teas. It might be supposed that that 
migty; be mA by an increased manufacture of teas. As far as 
£reen teas are concerned,'we know that cannot be, for we have 
never received green t geifi enough ; thtere hife been an increasing 

’demand for green teds, and not a proportionate increased^ 
supply. With respect to the better classes of black teas, for the 
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18 Feb. 1830. reason which I gave in a former answer, that the Hong mer- 
chants derive little or no profit upon them, I think they would 
C.MayonUtm!cs, not produced; probably their production wou]d discon- 
. tinue; but the inferior sorts of black teas might, I have no doubt, 
be increased in quantity if there was a decidedly increased de¬ 
mand for them. I conceive that the increase of quantity *could 
only be accompanied by a corresponding deterioration in quality. 
From every attention I have given to the subject, I believe that, 
so far as the Company’s purchases of teas in China are con¬ 
cerned, and the charges upon them there, tea is supplied by 
them to the English consumer cheaper than it could be under 
any other system. 

209. Were you a member of the select committee at Canton ? 
—I was. 

210. Will you be good enough to state to the Committee if 
you know in what other articles, besides opium, the smuggling 
trade is carried on upon the coast of China ?—I conceive that 
at present it extends to articles, more or less, of every descrip¬ 
tion ; not on the coast of China, but among the islands in the 
mouth of the Canjon river. 

211. Articles of British manufacture ?-1 am not aware of 
any individual instance where smuggling of articles of British 
manufacture has existed; but I know nothing to preclude it. 

212. Can you state what were the articles of British manu¬ 
facture impprted by the Americans on which you stated^ that you 
supposed a loss had been sustained at Canton ?—I understood 
from American agents at Canton, that losses had been sustained 
by their imports irfto Cqpton, both on woollens and on cotton 
piece-goods imported in American ships. 

213. Has there been, during the period of your residence 
there, any suspension of the commercial intercourse between the 
Chinese and all British subjects trading to Canton ?—There has. 

214. Will you be good enough to state on what occasions that 
took place ?—The fir§t serious one was in 1814. 

215. How did that originate ?—-It arose immediately from the 
act of the Company’s representatives themselves, who suspended 
the trade in consequence of the conduct of the Chines'&govern- 
ment towards tfiem; inconsequence, as I think I have stated, of 
an attempt to establish a Co-hong system; in consequence of our 
ships being fired at; 'natives in (fUr employment beiifg seized«and 
punished; and in consequence of acts which showed an hostility 
on $ie part of the Chinese goso-nmen^ to such an extent that 
our amicable relations could not be continued; and the Select 
Committee, under these difficulties, themselves inpmated to the 
Chinese government the necessity of suspending the trade# « 

216. When you fcpeak^if the Comply, y tit mean the Fac¬ 
tory ?—I mean the Company’s representatives. 

217. How longidid that suspension continue ?—-It continued 
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for a considerable time. I cannot say the precise period, but I 
believe about two months. 

218. Did it exfend to all British ships at Canton?—In the 
first instance there was a disposition on the p^rt of the country 
trade at Canton to consider their separate interests. The Select 
Committee’s reply to them was this, that in cases where the Com¬ 
pany’s individual interests alone are concerned, we do not Vish 
any other persons to be involved; but in cases which concern 
the interests of the British frade generally, if a measure has been 
taken by us to produce an influence upon the mind of the 
Chinese government, we must make that measure as operative 
as possible; and under those circumstances they suspended the 
British trade generally. * It was a strong measure, and was very 
naturally objected to by individuals who were suffering incon¬ 
veniences frgjp losses they sustained. Some were vfery Clamorous; 
but the Select Committee, who were exercising what they con¬ 
sidered a public duty, were not deterred from the performance 
of it, and the trade was suspended in consequence. An inter¬ 
ruption took place for, I think, two months* Mandarins were 
deputed to negociate with the Company’s authorities at Canton; 
and the result of that negociation was, that tne principal points 
on Which the Company insisted were conceded to them, and the 
trade restored to its former footing. I may mention this, which 
occurred in 1814, as, I believe, the only instance upon record, 
as fan as I can speak, where the Chinese’government consented 
to enter -into what may be considered a treaty with any foreign 
representatives. 


IB Feb. 1830. 

C.ftfarjoribanks, 

Esq. 


m «219. Will you be good enough to state the next ^cession fln 
which a suspension took place of all cdhimercial intercourse be¬ 
tween the Chinese and the British ?—I think no other occasion 
occurred till the year 1820, when I toas absent from China, when 
a Cfiinese was accidentally shot by an officer belonging to one of 
the Company’s ships, , 

220. Was the suspension an act of the Chinese government, 
or of the Company’s supercargo ?— Of the Chinese government 
®n that occasion; they demanded the life of the individual, and 
the Committee would not surrender him. 

221/^ow long was the trade suspended upon that occasion ? 
—Fora very short period ; tny recollection is, that it was only 
for a few da^s. m • 

222. Hojy did it terminate ?—The resplt was of a very pecu¬ 
liar nature. The day that the Chinese was fo^ind killed, a 
butcher, belonging to otie of tne Company’s ships, had Com¬ 
mitted suicide; the Hong merchants heard of *the circumstance, 
and said that* it was a very extraordinary thing that this suicide 
Ifhoufd have immediately followed tj^e murder of the Chinese. 
There was no^arrxiety upon the part of the Chinese government 
•then to enter ip to collision with the English, and still less anxiety 
on the part of the English to enter* into collision with them. 
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18 Fc'i. 1830. The Hong merchants were anxious that no differences should 
T~' arise; they mentioned the above circumstance* to the Chinese 
«?. MarhrihaHies, government, and it was eagerly seized by them. A deputation 
sq ' of Mandarins was sent to the Company’s ships ; they examined 
, the evidence of ode or two sailors upon the subject, who I be¬ 
lieve said that they thought it was very extraordinary that the 
butdher should have died the same day as the Chinese, and the 
deputed Mandarins determined that the butcher was the mur¬ 
derer. 

223. You have adverted to the nature and extent of the coun¬ 

try trade ; can you state the probable amount of tonnage em¬ 
ployed in the country trade from the different ports in India to 
Canton ?—It is in the public statements, laid before Parliament. 
I have of late years seen about seventy country ships in China 
annually/ «u, 

224. Do you think the extent of tonnage employed in the 

country trade is more or less than that employed by the East-' 
India Company in the port of Canton ?—Some years ago we 
used to consider fne whole British trade as nearly divided; the 
Company’s trade ^sed to be about 20,000 tons, and the country 
trade about 20,000 tons; of late years the Company's trade has 
fluctuated. In 1827 the Company’s tonnage was about 37,700 
tons, and in that year I consider it was beyond the country trade. 
I am not prepared to state what the amount of the country ton¬ 
nage is, but it is very considerable, and I consider it a very 
important part of the British trade to China. * 

( 225. Do you conceive the country trade has been increasing 
during then period *of yqfjr stay in China ?—I do. This has, 
chiefly arisen from the enormous increase in the consumption 
of opium by the Chinese, yvho now give some 10,000,000 or 
12,000,000 of dollars, for what can only be considered a 
pbisoa. 

226. How is the country trade carried on; is it carried on 
through the interference of the Company's servants at Canton ? 
—The commercial transactions are carried on perfectly distinct 
from those of the Company. The persons connected with th6 
country trade have often, when steps have been takc^by the 
Committee which involved their interests, raised objections ; 
but upon occasions where difficulties hate arisen, where the per¬ 
sons connected with*the country trade became involved with the 
Chinese; they generally have applied to the Company’s autho¬ 
rities. One { occasion I remep^ier, when I was last m China. 
A ebuntry captain in 1826 arrived frbm Whampoa, and men¬ 
tioned that a Chinese had been killed on board his ship. The 
.Select Committee immediately upon hearing tlfis, instead of 
waiting till the report reached the ears of government, sent *a 
..deputation into the city, and stated thafc t a Chinese had been 
killed on board a country ship, whose deqth they, considered to 
have arisen entirety from hccident. From the manner in which 
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that statement was made, the Chinese expressed themselves 18 Feb. 1830. 
satisfied. I beKeve that is one occasion in which, if the Com- 
pany had[ not interfered, the country trade might have been 
involved in serious difficulties. I remember other instances in . sq ‘ 
which the Company’s interference has been billed for to protect 
the interests of the country trade-. It is going too much into 
detail to mention those instances. I remember one occasion 
particularly, where an attempt was made by officers of the Chi¬ 
nese government to search *the country ships lying at Whampoa, 

^ which it was considered would be a very serious matter were it ‘ 
ever submitted to. The persons connected with the country 
ships applied to the Company, who immediately interposed 
their influence, and prevented a search taking place. 

227. Are the Committee to understand that the country trade 
is conductei-at Canton by commercial agents, or commanders 
of the country traders, without the intervention of the East- 
* India Company’s servants at all ?—The operations of buying and 
selling are; but on occasions which involve protection, or which 
involve rights, Ihe members of the British fnercantile commu¬ 
nity apply to the Select Committee, as the^only authority that 
is likely to obtain them redress. They have not the means of 
addressing the Chinese gpvemment, except through the medium 
of the Hong merchants. 

223. Have the Select Committee tbq means of communica¬ 
ting with the Chinese government, except through the medium 
of the Hong merchants?—The Select Committee are the only 
foreign residents who possess the right of addressing the govern¬ 
ment in the Chinese language. When their addre^es are sfent 
in to government, they are sent by tfie Hong merchants ; but 

• they are sealed with the Company’s seal, and delivered in an _ 
unbroken state into the hands of tne government. 

229. Are you aware of‘any instance in which a personal In¬ 
terview has been given by the Chinese authorities at Canton’to 
any of the Company’s servants?—Several. 

230. Upon what occasion ?—There have been occasions when 
the Viceroy has accepted entertainments on board the ships of 
the Cpsnpany, which is the strongest case that could occur. ’ 

When the Imperial Legate accompanied the embassy from 
Pekin, who is a still •higher authority than fhe Viceroy, he 
cajne to the Company’s Factory and dined with us. 

231. DM hje come down tp meet the Ambassador ?~He came 
in attendance on him ; but there are numerous instances where 
the Company’s records exhibit statements of personal confe¬ 
rences with*the dfficers of the Chinese government. 

• 232. The question applies to the time of your own personal 
knowledge, durfhg Uptime ybu wefe in China, whether during 

• that period you are*Acquainted with any personal interview’ 
having been granted*by the Chinese*authoi»ties to any of the 
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18 Feb. 1830. Company’s servants on business?—Upon occasion ofannounc- 
„ n . ~~~ . ing the embassy, a deputation of the Company’s servants 
S ’ waited on the Viceroy, and announced to him the- embassy 
personally. We conceive it generally better, in consequence 
of the rigidity of the Chinese forms, to carry on our commu¬ 
nication with the government as much as possible by correspon¬ 
dence ; but some of the Chinese, high in rank, frequently come 
to the Company’s factory and accept of entertainments; they 
are received on friendly terms. Ori such occasions we avoid 
business; for the Chinese conceive there is great want of taste 
in speaking to them about points of business, if you ask them 
to your house. Much want of tact has been shown on some 
occasions by foreigners, who have marred the good-will and 
civil disposition of their guests by very ifi-timed and unseasona¬ 
ble application^. 

233. Was the interview upon that occasion, with reference 

to the embassy, connected with any part of the commercial 
affairs of the Company ?—Of course it was not; he was the 
King’s authority sfcnt to the country, and as such he was an¬ 
nounced. jg 

234. Were there any commercial matters touched upon at 
the interview?—I believe it would havfe been considered highly 
indecorous if they had been alluded to. 

235. Have the Chinese authorities admitted any direct inter¬ 
course with the servants of the East-India Company on com¬ 
mercial matters; or are not all communications carried on 
through the Hong merchants or through the linguists ?-—Uc- 
questionablj? not. I think I have stated, that in 1814 a depu¬ 
tation of Mandarins was sent to the Factory for the purpose <5f 

’ adjusting the differences with the Company. The Mandarin 
deputed was a person of very high rank, and he came to the 
Factory on several successive days, and discusse'd the various 
points till the necessary arrangements were made. There are 
numerous other instances where we have had intercourse with 
them. 

236. Was he a member of the Canton government; was he 
a Viceroy ?—He was deputed by the Viceroys he waVa man 
of very high rank. 

237. Are you aware of any application haying^een made by 
the Select Committee for an internet on airjp commercial mat¬ 
ters or business of any kind ? —I speak qf that case m 1814 as 
being intiraateiy connected with ‘the commerce of the Company. 
On minor occasions, if there are differences, fqr example, about 
landing cargoes from ships, the Company’s servant# consider it 
much better to avoid requesting an interview ijpon such occa-* 

jsjtons, and send their‘addresses to the Uoppo'whe is the head 
of the Customs. I believe men in high official,situations in 
China, as elsewhere* would»consider it a very great inconvenience 
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C.hfarjoribanlx, 
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if personal interviews'were demanded on occasions of minor 18 Feb. mo. 
importance. • 

238.* Are you aware, at any period during your residence in 
Cliirja, of an application having been made the Select Com¬ 
mittee, or any of its members, for an interview with the Vice¬ 
roy «f Canton or any constituted Chinese authorities, on 4he 
commercial affairs of the East-India Company ?—I thirik this 
in 1814 was a demand which comes under the description con¬ 
templated in the question* it was a demand for an interview, 
and an adjustment of their commercial relations. There have 
been, however, several other occasions. 


239. How was that application answered ?—By the deputa¬ 
tion of a Mandarin, a jnan of high rank. 

240. What took place with that Mandarin who came to the 
Factory ?—^Fhere were other Mandarins who came with him, 
and the affairs in discussion were satisfactorily adjusted. 

‘ 241. The Chinese answered that demand by sending a depu¬ 

tation of Mandarins to the Factory ?—Yes. 

242 Are you aware of any instance irl which any of the 
sailors in the ships carrying on the Indian trade to China, or 
any of their supercargoes, or any one connected with them, 
Conducted themselves at Canton in such a manner as to occa¬ 
sion any interruption to the commercial intercourse between 
the Chinese and the British flag at Canton?—The India ships 
are manned by native sailors almost entirely, who-aie very dif¬ 
ferent indeed from our English sailors. 

• 243. Are you aware of any interruption having been o<?ca" 
sioned between the Chinese and tlfe British, by any of the 
dtews of the ships carrying on the trade between British India 
and Canton ?—Not during my residence. I have known in¬ 
stances which I have seen upon the Company’s records. The 
Lascars are & very inoffensive people, wjio would submit to In¬ 
sults of different kinds. They have none of the bold intre¬ 
pidity, or careless and reckless dbaraotcr of English sailors. 
.1 think the extraordinary matter is not that so many differences 
have occurred with the Chinese, but that so few have occurred, 
whicli^fattribute very much to the excellent discipline of the 
Company’s ship?, and the character of the officers by whom 
those*ships are commanded. 

4144. Art the sailors of the Company’s ships pesmitted to 
visit Cantfin now on liberty ?—No. * 

245. Are the crews <*f the country traders, the Lascars; per¬ 
mitted to visit C^pton on liberty ?—I have ’seen a great num¬ 
ber in Cant»n very frequently drunk in the factories. 

• 2l6. But yop are not aware of tjjeir having occasioned any 
disturbance to call for # tbe interference of the Select Committee, 
• or t<f occasioy any interruption to the commercial intercourse 
between the Chinese and British flag! ?— N5. 
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18 Feb. 1830. 247. You have adverted to the period when Admiral Drury 

* was in China; were you there yourself at that time?—No, I 
X ’ was not; it was in 1808. 

248-9. You stated that the Chinese refusedto hold any ijiter- 
' course with Admiral Drury, because he was not a servant of the 
Company, being a King’s officer, whom they did not acknowledge, 
—do you state that as a fact?—I state that as a fact. It ap¬ 
pears in all the Chinese proclamations I have seen relative to the 
expedition to take possession of Macao, that the Chinese, when 
applied to by Admiral Drury, said, we acknowledge no authority 
but that of the East-India Company. The Select Committee 
said, the Admiral is a distinct authority, over whom we have no 
control. The answer of .the Chinese wgs in very violent words, 
saying thaj the, men-of-war came there, and took ships off their 
coast, and they did not wish to have their visits; afid they had 
now come and taken possession of the island of Macao; and 
that till Admiral Drury withdrew from Macao, and till the troops, 
were re-embarked, they would hear nothing. 

250. Are you af are that, upon that occasion, Admiral Drury 
came up to Canton! rom the second bar, where his ship was lying, 
for the purpose of having an interview with the Viceroy, haying 
been promised by the Hong merchant® that the Viceroy would 
see him?—As to the promise of the Hong merchants that the 
Viceroy would see him, that I cannot speak to. I shohld be 
disposed to question the fact; but I have a perfect recollection 
of these two instances, and I have very deeply lamented them; 
for I think the expedition of 1808 is one or those unfortunate 
occasions im which the Epglisli character has been exhibited! to 
very little advantage in China. Admiral Drury came up to 
Canton and insisted upon an interview with the Viceroy. Tfie 
Viceroy refused him that interview, when he sent an intimation 
to‘the.Viceroy that he would be in his palace in tlj,e city in the 
course of half an hour. The Viceroy declined a visit offered in 
such unusual terms, and sa$ he should not come, but that he 
must go back to his ship. Admiral Drury did not persevere in 
his expressed intention, but returned to his ship. He, on the 
second occasion alluded to in the question now put to me, 
ordered the boats of his own and the Company’s shfrps to be 
manned and armed, and to proceed up the river and. break 
through the line of .Chinese vessels which were moored across 
from one. bank to the other. Admiral Drury pulled up in*his 
boat in front of the Chinese line, to address the Chinese admi¬ 
ral, through the medium of a ’Portuguese padre, who acted as 
his interpreter, artd who at that moment was very much disin¬ 
clined to such a duty. After being fired at for some time, one 
of Admiral Drury’s men was wounded, when he ordered the 
signal to be made for the boats to attache, Thd signal was not 
observed, and was ordered not to be if&eated. He than de-. 
dared his intention not to*force the Chinese line', and returned 
with the boats under his command to the sjiips. I believe *Ad- 
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miral Drury was a man of courage undisputed, but that he was 10 Feb. 1830. 
destitute of thaf cool and deliberate judgment which was essen- — 

tial to the success of such an undertaking as that entrusted to CJiaijonbanks, 
him. , The Company’s chief in China at that time expressed his • s? ‘ 

approbation of Admiral Drury’s conduct itt not forcing the 
Chinese line; but I am disposed to think that that attempt 
ought never to have been made, or that the end in view should 
have been accomplished. There is nothing in our whole inter¬ 
course with China so necessary as to keep our ground when it 
is once assumed. The expedition ought, in my opinion, never 
to have been undertaken. 


251. Are you aware that upon that occasion we gave up the 
whole of the ground w^had taken possession of?—I think it is 
one of those lamentable occasions in which the English^character 
was exhibited*to great disadvantage in China. A pagoda was 
built by the Chinese upon the occasion, to commemorate the 
victory they had obtained over’ the English admiral: they 
cannot afford to lose an opportunity of that sort. 

252. How long was the trade interrupted feat that period at 
Canton ?—I was not in Canton at the time. f1 can only speak 
from, information I have derived from the Company's records, 
but I should say six months. 

253., You have stated that the principal import of raw 
material from India to China is cotton ; are you aware whether 
China dpes or does not produce a great quantity of cotton 

itself?_It does a very considerable quantity of native cotton ; 

the cotton from which nankeen is manufactured is a cotton 
wfiich 1 believe is peculiar to China. * • • 

*254. Can you state the probable quantity imported into 
China from British India?—The e§timates of trade which are 
annually laid before Parliament shew much more accurately 
the quantity than I can speak to from recollection. 

255. Will you be so good as to state how the Dutch conduct 
their business in China; is it a free trade# ot is it a company s 
trade ?—It has existed as a company within my recollection, 
but I believe at this moment it is a free trade. There was 
■ lately ^’Netherlands Company established, but 1 do not know 
to what extent Chat company proceeded. There are two re¬ 
sident supercargoes there, and a consul; and I think the Dutch, 
within the last few years, haveHhad about three or four sinps m 


China annually. * 

256. Are you aware that the*Dutch trade with*China is jiow 
entirely an open trade; as much so as the American or any 
other trade ;%andtW the Netherlands Company is merely a 
commercial company having no peculiar privileges m the China 
trade?—I uaderttood. that upon the dissolution of the old 
•Dutch East-India Company the trade was then thrown open. 

. 2p7. How is it conducted in Cantorrt*—By*residcnt agents. 
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18 Feb. 1830. 258. Does that resident agent do the business of individuals ? 

, —I believe the Dutch consul is permitted to engage in private 
’ business. . 

259. Do not those who trade between the Netherlands and 
China carry on their trade with such agents, and in such man¬ 
ner, as they think most for their interest; are they restricted 
to any particular agent in Canton ?—I do not know what re¬ 
gulations may exist in Holland a? to that point; but as far 
as I have seen their transactions in China, I am not aware that 
they are restricted I do not speak from accurate knowledge 
of the fact, but I believe a Dutch ship may be consigned to a 
British resident agent in Canton. 

260. Then, in fact, they may carry <Jn their business in such 
manner as they please ?—I believe they are not restricted by 
the government in Holland. 

261. Do the French send any ships to China ?—Of late years, 

I think, we have had one or two small ships annually. 

262. Do the fiwedes and Danes, or any ‘other European 
nation, carry onbany trade with China?—The Swedes and 
Danes formerly had larger ships in the trade than the East- 
India Company; but now the trade has ceased almost entirely. 

263. Do ^he Russians trade with China?—The Russians are 
excluded from the trade at Canton. During the time I was 
there, one Russian ship came, which was excluded, upon the 
ground that the Russians possess a trade by land, and that it 
ifas not desirable to admit them to trade by sea. 

264. Dh not some of the Mediterranean ports trade to China 1 ? 
—I remember what was called the Austrian frigate, but she 
was a trading ship in China 

• 26£. Is there any Austrian factory ?—No, not now. * 

• ® 

266. Is there any'trade with the Brazils?—Some trade docs 
exist between Macao and .the Brazils, but I believe latterly to a 
very inconsiderably fextent. The Portuguese at one time at 
Macao possessed a very lucrative trade. 

267. Are not those several trades that have been mentioned 

all carried on without any particular company existing at tan ton; 
are they not 'all free trades carried on at the will of the per¬ 
sons transacting them ?— Of those that have beeyt mentioned 
there are only two new existing deserving the name of trades, 
and these ary inconsiderable; „yar. the Dutch and Portuguese; 
thcTatter of whom have never traded to the port of Canton, 
but who carry on trade direct from Macao. « Some Swedes are 
still resident in China, but they have little or rib commercial • 
intercourse. The D*itch tyave certainly a trade* and the number 
of their ships annually has been, I belieye, abeufr three or four, 
of 600 or 700 tons. * t , * 

9 % 

268. Have the Dutch got into any difficulties with*the 
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authorities at Canton?—Not of late years; but in former 
years, certainly.* 

269. Within the period of your residence there ?—During the 
first period of my residence there the Dutch ^lid not enter into 
the trade of Canton; the Dutch supercargoes remained in 
ChinsP, and their salaries were very regularly paid in Paris. 
Until the declaration of the independence of Holland theyTiad 
no trade, and I think they djd not send any ships to China till 
some years afterwards. 

270. You are aware that the Dutch China trade was formerly 
an exclusive monopoly like our own, but has been entirely 
thrown open since the last war?—lam aware of that fact; 
but I understood the dissolution of the Dutch East-India Com¬ 
pany had arisen from their very embarrassed situation* 

271. Sincelhe trade has become a free trade, has any parti¬ 
cular difficulty arisen with the authorities at Canton in carrying 
ft on, within your recollection ?—No; it has been to a very 
limited extent. • 

272. What does the British Factory conlftst of; how many 
persons ?—We have twenty, consisting of a Select Committee, 
supercargoes, and writers; and besides that, there are an inter¬ 
preter, two tea inspectors,* two surgeons, and a chaplain. 


18 Feb. 1830. 

C-Marjoribanks, 


272 {a). Of how many does the Select Committee consist?— 
Sometimes of four, sometimes of three; at present it consists of 
four members. 


273. The business, it is presumed, is conducted by the Select 

Committee, and the remainder are clerks in tbe exect^ion of the 
business ?—Very much so. * 

274. Do not the gentlemen of the Factory and the Company’s 
servants reside only a small portion 8f the year at Canton itself? 
—Yes, six or ^sven months. 

275. Is it not the fact that the Chinese* government do not 
permit them to remain there the remainder of the year ?—There 
is an old Chinese law that foreigners should leave Canton at the 
Expiration of what is considered the shipping season ; but it is 
a law that has fallen very much into disuse. The Company’s 

’servant! themselves very frequently go to Canton during the 
summer months, and thej r have had ships loading during the 
summer months; and some o£ the British merchants reside 
•theft the whole year. , 

276. Do they ever permit you # tp come into the tpwn ?—They 
do not allow us to go wifhin the walls of the town. 

277. But jjpu art confined to a small suburb for the transac¬ 
tion of the business ?—Yes. 

278. What # ot$«r British residents are thtfre besides the Com¬ 
pany's factors*?—Therti&re some mercantile houses, some of 
the members <Jf which^are men of very^great ipspectabiiity. 

^ ’279. Is that a new^tate of things, or have there always been 
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18 Feb 1830. independent houses there ?—There have always, within my 
_— recollection, been houses established there. There are more 
CMorjoubonks, a g ents now than there used to be, but they are not all men of 
the same credit and character. 

280. Does the factory consider itself as having any autho¬ 
rity over the English merchants settled there ?—So far as 
appears by reference to Acts of Parliament, I think the Com¬ 
pany’s authorities have a right to interfere with the residents 
there, in case of their conducting themselves in a manner to 
injure the general interests of trade. That authority has been 
rarely exercised by the Committee. 

281. Do you consider yourself as having power to send per¬ 
sons away?—It is not very clearly expressed ; but I think the 
Company’s authorities would exert it if they saw that British 
interests required it. As far as my views of the A«t go, I think 
they would be borne out by it. 

282. Can you refer to the Act of Parliament which you sup-’ 
pose to give you the authority you mention ?—»l cannot imme¬ 
diately refer to it by its title. 

283. Do you suppose it to be derived from the charter of the 
India Company granted by Parliament ?—It is an Act of Par¬ 
liament; whether it is a separate Act,‘or a clause of the charter, 

1 cannot say, The Act, as far as I remember, gives the Com¬ 
pany’s representatives control over British subjects trading to 
the Emperor of China’s dominions. c 

284. Will you be so good as to state who transacts* in China 
the English private trade that goes from India; is it done by,, 
the independent houses«you have mentioned, or is it in any 
proportion done by the Company’s servants?—At present rfot 
by the Company’s servants jt all; in former years it was. 

, 285. Are the Company’s servants prohibited from engaging 
in it?—They are nqw prohibited from being connected with 
private agency. 

286. So that the private agency is entirely in the hands of 
independent houses ?—Yes, and in the hands of supercargoes; 
many of them Parsees, and captains of ships. 

287. In fact, the private traders put their business intd whose 

hands soever they please ?—Yes. * . *• 

288. You have stated that thq. houses that are established are 
very respectable, and quite capable of transacting, business of 
that description ?— Unquestionably, they are houses of great 
respectability. There are men who* are members of those 
houses who are ‘men both of character and credit, sustaining 
the character of British merchants respectably an<f property. 

289. You have stated that the smuggling l^&de in China has 
become very extensive; has not the inefease of that smuggling, 
trade a tendency very much to injure the fair tuade ? — I think 
it has a tendency to do s5, in as far as articles smuggled into 



SELECT COMMITTEE of the HOUSE OF COMMONS? 


45 


the country that evade duty can be sold at a profit, when arti¬ 
cles which pay government duties cannot. 

290. Is- not the opium trade in China, which you state to 
exist.to the extent of 13,000,000 or 14,00^,000 of dollars a 
year, entirely an illicit trade?—Entirely prohibited by the 
Chinese government. 

291. Is it not, therefore, a trade in which the India Com¬ 
pany, through its servants*can take no interest whatever?— 
The Company, I think, are interested in the trade so far as 
regards the Indian revenue. They prohibit their servants in 
China from having any connexion with it. 

#92. Would you not consider it as derogatory to the charac¬ 
ter of the Company for*its servants to be extensively interested 
in the smuggling trade of the country ?—The Company have 
always profeS&ed to be legal traders in China, and to conform to 
the established laws of trade in China. 


18 Feb. 1830. 
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% 293. Does not a considerable portion of that high character 

which you state»the Company to bear with the Chinese govern¬ 
ment, arise from their conviction that the (iompany would not 
meddle with a trade of that description ?—I think it does. 

294. But if the tendency to the smuggling trade is suffered 
to increase to any great extent, would not the Company, in 
consequence of debarring itself from that species of trade, carry 
on a much smaller portion of the general trade of China than 
might be carried bn by persons who have not the same scruples ? 
—The two distinct trades are transacted with two distinct 
# classes of people : one the legal merchants ^the other, persons 
who are disclaimed by the governmfnt, and declared to be 
ilficit traders. 


295. While the Company carry bn the one trade, which you 
say is independent of the illicit trade, are not the subjects of 
this country in a great measure debarred from entering into 
that other trade which is open to the rest of the world ?—The 
subjects of this country are the persons who derive the princi¬ 
pal profits from that trade, who are the British agents in India, 
and the persons immediately connected with the opium trade. 

• I conceive the country trade to form a very important branch 
of the; British tr*ade ; g,nd I conceive that tradt; to exist under 
the protection of the Company’s trade, inasmuch as if there 
were no legal traders in Cliinif, which I fiave stated the Com¬ 
pany to be? I think it would remain a question with the Chinese 
government, how far iUwould*Submit to be d#prived of its 
revenue, and whether it would not be induced to take very 
strong and wry precipitate measures, perhaps, for the exclusion 
*>f foreigners altogether from its ports. The Chinese attach a 
value to the foreign trade; yet thertf is no^ountry in the world 

• so independent of it, tttm its successful agriculture and exten¬ 
sive inland cdhimcrct?. • • 

' 596. Do you thinfc it is possible that a country having enjoyed 
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for so many years an immense foreign trade as China has done, 
by which it has exported to such an extent its domestic pro¬ 
duce, could suspend, without a total destruction of its internal 
economy, that trade with foreigners?—The power of that sus¬ 
pension rests with*the Imperial government of Pekin; and, as 
I have stated, I believe the revenues coming direct into the 
Imperial treasury from the foreign trade are not large, they 
have therefore no distinct interest in the trade. How far the 
Imperial government at Pekin would be induced to consider the 
general interests of the country I am not prepared to say ; for 
the Chinese government acts upon principles so diametrically 
opposite to those which regulate the governments of civilized 
Europe, that it would be difficult to hazard an opinion of wluil 
might be the result of such a state of‘ things as that contem¬ 
plated. * • ^ 

297. Has not the Chinese government, in its conduct towards 
foreigners who have attempted to fix themselves in their har- * 
hours, shown itself a shrewd government, acutely understand¬ 
ing its own interests? —I think that the Chinese are a highly 
intelligent people, [remarkable for their industry and perseve¬ 
rance ; but I think they are oppressed with one of the most 
corrupt governments that ever weighed down the energies of 
a people. 

298. You stated that the Company have been exporting 
woollens to China at a loss, and that it has been a losing trade ? 
—In the yehrs from 1819-20 to 1828-9, the average invoice of 
woollens imported into China from England has been ^821,680 
per annum % * therefore, notwithstanding the very heavy losses* 
previously sustained for* 1 the twenty-six preceding years of 
£64,000 per annum, the imports of the Company into China 
have not been lessened morfe than about £125,000 per annum. 
The Company’s average loss at present has, I tlynk, been re¬ 
duced to about £17,000 sterling per annum upon their general 
investment. 

« 

299. Have you any\loubt of the fact, that the woollen trade 
of the Company is a losing trade ? — It is so at present, and has* 
in former vears been still more so. 

» 

300. Does the statement you have made include the freight 

and all other expenses ?—As far as freight is concerned, the 
woollens have been exported to China under very great advan¬ 
tage ; for I believe it jvill be found that a comparatively very 
small charge for freight has fopen made by the Company on 
British exported manufactures, with a view to facilitate the 
consumption in China. ’ * 

301. As the article of tea, which is brought from China, 

a very bulky one, it is presumed .that the freight of any manu¬ 
factured goods sent out cannot be very ftfiportant, *as the China , 
ship would otherwise go nearly empty ?-*~That would depend 
upon how it is cliarged * but the Company have always gone 
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upon the principle of making a very small charge of freight upon 18 Feb. 1830. 
English manufactured goods. - 

302. Are you aware that the price of cloths sent out to China C '^ nr ^^ l,, ' nks ’ 
has in this market been reduced more than # one-half?—I have ■ 

been told so ; I have no knowledge of the prices of cloths in 
Engfend. 

303. Are you aware that for some years past foreignersliave 
been carrying on a considerable trade in those very woollen 
goods from this country to China ?—I have understood that 
some American ships have cleared out from Liverpool and 
from London to China. 

304. Are you aware that it appears in the Papers before Par¬ 
liament for the last three years, that the Americans have taken 
out between^ 800,000 and 900,000 dollars’ worth of woollen 
goods to China ?—I have seen the statements made: I have no 

% means of acquiring knowledge as to their accuracy. 

305. Do you suppose that they would have continued that 
trade so steadily as it appears to have beenjeontinued, without 
its having been a profitable one to them ?—Jdo not know whe¬ 
ther those manufactured articles are the property of American 
merchants, or whether they are the property of British mer¬ 
chants. If they are the property of British merchants, who 
have wo means of disposing of the manufactures except the 
hazard of a distant market, I think they might be disposed to 
embark in a speculation which even had not answered before, 
rather than keep their goods on hand. 

• *306. Would not the British merchant # be pnjjiibited by 
law from having any interest in a trafle of that description ?— 

I *do not know. 

307. If it should be shown fJiat the American has been 
carrying it onyfbr his own account, and that that trade has been 
steadily going on for some years past, is it not presumable that 
it has been a profitable one?—I am not disposed to think so, 
from having received other information from American agents 
•in China, who told me that their consignments from this country 
have generally been unprofitable, 

308. * If it should be the case, that the American or foreign 
merchant has carried on a trade of this description with profit, 
when the Company have bee% carrying 4 on with loss, would 

* not that p^ive that their trade has beey, in this article at least, 
better conducted than that of the Company ?—It might not 
prove that it was bettef conducted, for it might'arise from the 
circumstances I h^ve stated, of some of those goods having been 
smuggled iifto China, having evaded the Chinese duties. 

* 309. If the fcepdency of the trad^ in CJjina is to get into the 
smuggling lihe* will ^§t the Company, acting upon different 

* principles, and being/rom its circumstances unable to enter into 
that trade, be a disadvantage tigainst persons ho,have no scruples 
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18 Feb. 1830. of that description ?—If the question put to me contemplates 
r „~7~. * , the subversion of the Company, I think we* should be all 
<tV Esq. ° n *’ smu gg^rs in China together, and there would then bje no legal 
f trade in China. I do not know how far the Chinese would, sub¬ 
mit to that. TheVltimate result would, in my opinion, be very 
prejudicial to British commercial interests, of which I consider 
the Company’s to be only a part. 

310. Will you have the goodness to explain what you mean 

by legal trade in China, when you* say that if the Company 
cease to trade as a Company there would be no legal trade car¬ 
ried on there?—I applied the term legal trade to transactions 
in China, and 1 use the term in relation to the Chinese laws, 
from the circumstance that the English laws do not extend* to 
China at all; and therefore the term legal trade, as applied’to 
the trade* in China, can only have reference to. the laws of 
China. When I speak of legal trade, I speak of a trade con¬ 
ducted in conformity to the laws of the country, whether those# 
laws have reference to residents or to their commercial trans¬ 
actions. I • 

311. Is there arty reluctance on the part of the Hong mer¬ 
chants to trade with individuals ? — Certainly not, with indivi¬ 
duals of respectability and credit. * 

312. You have stated that the black teas are generally offered 
first to the Company, and that of the green teas the Americans 
have frequently the first option?—I stated that the Company 
have the pre-option of all black teas. With respect To green 
teas, they are submitted to the Company’s inspection*also, and 
td their choice; lfufc a competition enters on the part of .the 
Americans with the Company in the article of green teas. Qn 
some occasions, the Americans being disposed to give higher 
prices than the Company, th'ey get the teas; but the tea brokers 
always express a wish rather to deal with the Company, upon 
the principle, that they consider the Company’s security better 
than the security of an individual. 

313. Upon what dredit are the purchases made from the 

Chinese ?—There are no regular periods of payment. The tea& 
are generally paid for in the course of the season ; sometimes 
earlier, sometimes later. • 

314. You ade not in the habit of being in debt to arty con¬ 
siderable extent to the merchants there ?—The Qompany, for 
several years past, have insisted upon their servant! keeping a ' 
clear account with the Hong, jnerchants, in all matters con¬ 
nected with the^ Company’s interest.* Upon a late occasion 
which occurred of the bankruptcy of a Hang merchant, the 
Company were creditors to a very trifling amount/ 

315. Does not the preference you have ha4 in the black teas 

arise from the circumstance of your bhang much the largest, 
customers for that description of tea ?—The best customers and* 
the best paymasters. • • 
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316. Do not the Americans carry on trade in small vessels? 
—Yes, they do. * 1 think the average I have made, upon look- ( 
ing at the .American tonnage, has been in vessels from 280 to 
300 tojis. 

317. Are not the expences of the port very heavy?—Yes, 
they jfre; and they fall much heavier upon small ships than 
they do upon large ships ; and consequently it was found mfleh 
better by the Swedish and Dutch to have large ships, as well 
as from their superior adaptation to a tea cargo. 

318. Can you give a detail of all the charges made upon a 

ship of 600 tons, including fees and all disbursements ?,—The 
duties upon a Company’s large ship are about 4,300 tales. The 
port duties on a smaller ship are, comparatively with its extent 
of tonnage, much heavier. # m 

319. Is not that portion of the port charges called a present, 
the same on all vessels, great and small ?—It consists of 1,950 
titles, and is the same upon large or small ships. 

320. Does not that give a very considerable advantage to the 
Company’s large ships over small private trade* ?—It does. 

321. Would not the temptation to smuggling be irresistible 
if the‘trade was carried on in small vessels?—I imagine that 
individuals who do not much respect the laws of the country, 
will not .consent to pay duties which they can evade by acting 

«in opposition to those laws. 

322. Is the smuggling carried on among the Chinese by what 

are called Outside merchants?—This term is applied in common 
t< 4 all merchants not members of the Hong; gjpmc ofjj icm arty 
smugglers, some mere shopmen. • 

323. Is not the trade which is carried on by the American 
mordants, chiefly with the outside merchants ?—It is, I believe, 
to a certain extqnt. I should say that a large portion of their, 
trade was carried on with the Hong merchants. 

324. Do .not the Ilong merchants, give permission to the 

Arneticans to trade with the outside merchants?—The outside 
merchants are piohibited from trading in teas or other staple 
articles; but the Hong merchants frequently connive at the 
trading df the outride dealers, by permitting shipments to be 
made tlrough their Hoqgs. That is done by the.poorer class 
o 1 Hong merchants. , 

■ 33&. You ^fated that the'American tra^e of later years has 
fallen off; are you not aware that tjie American trade is in part 
a carrying trade?—It waS a very'great carrying frade some 
years ago; I believQ, that carrying trade has been very much 
.limited of late ^ears. 

$26. Is not the« parrying trade subject to, great fluctuation, 
inasmuch as it defends nj»on the policy of other countries?— 
That is a question of a general description which I am not pre- 
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18 Feb. 1830. pared to answer ; but a part of the American trade which 
——; appears to be declining is their direct trade between China and 

C.Mnrjmbanks, f] ie (Jmted StatCS. # 

327. Would not the interference of the Dutch in the tea trade 
necessarily affect^he carrying trade of the Americans, in so far 
as the supply of tea to Holland was concerned ?—Certairjy. 

328. It appears that the years 1826-1827 exhibit a consider¬ 
able falling-off in the American trade; still are you not aware 
that there has been a considerable increase in the American 
trade, commencing in the year-1814, and terminating in the 
year 1827-8 ?—I am aware there has been in some years an 
increase. 

329. Are you aware of the averages* which have been struck 
n the Pgper^ presented to Parliament upon that subject ?—I 
am. I conceive that the Americans have been, increasing in 
■wealth and population, sufficiently to account for a general 
increase of trade. 

330. Do not you think there may be some^circumstanccs to 

account for the f alling off of the trade in 1826 and 1827 of a 
temporary, and mot of a permanent nature ?—I believe the 
Americans have been very much overtrading, both to conti¬ 
nental ports in Europe and to the United States, and that very 
considerable losses have been sustained upon those consign¬ 
ments. 8 

331. Are not the principal tea provinces in China maritime 
provinces ?—The province of Fokien is the black tep province, 
and the province of K iangnan is the principal green tea province, 
both mart time prbvincep. 

332. Is the tea generally brought from those provinces to 
Canton by sea or by lapd carriage ?—Entirely through the 
interior of the country. It is prohibited by Imperial edict to 

.bring it by sea. The Chinese have attempted* to bring it by 
junks ; but the Imperial government of Pekin, being apprehen¬ 
sive of being defrauded* of the duties which arose from the 
transit of teas, have‘prohibited the trade by sea altogether. 

333. Are you aware that there is an exportation of tea from 
the tea provinces to the islands of the Eastern Archipelago ?—7 
have understood that there is an export to a limited amount for 
the supply of* Chinese settlers there. * 

334. And that it is also brought to Sincapore ?—I er.nno,t 

speak with any personal knowledge of what is brought to 
Sincapore, • •• • 

335. You have stated that the tea provinces were very much 
benefited by the export of their teas to Great Britain ?—I stated, 
as an individual opinion, that I conceived that the 1 native * 
industry was very*much* encouraged jp Chfria by the extent of 
foreign trade; and of course the tea ffrovinces were material’y 
improved by tlu»flow o4‘ capital into thetn. 
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338. Are you aware of the amount of the population in the is Fch.isso. 
tea provinces ?—It varies in the different provinces; the whole "7~7 
population- of China is computed now at 140,*§00,000. I believe c iIa vj”'V >nnts > 
the southern provinces of the empire the mostjpopulous. * 

337. Have you heard any estimate at Canton of the number 

of persons connected with the tea tiade ?—I have heard many 
estimates, but it is impossible to place reliance upon such 
information. # 

338. If the Company’s establishment at Canton was to cease, 
and the trade of Canton was to be carried on by private mer¬ 
chants, and those merchants were to carry on indiscriminately a 
lawful and an illicit trade, do you think that the whole trade 
might be endangered ?—*1 do. 

339. You Jjave staled that one of the articles "which is 
smuggled into China is opium; is not that smuggled by indivi¬ 
duals of every nation, who provide themselves with it in India? 

—It comes to China principally in British country ships, which 
are the traders between India and China. ^ 

340. Is it not purchased exclusively from the India Company ? 

—It is purchased at the East-India Company’s sales; besides 
which, there is smuggled Malwa and Smyrna opium. 

341. So that, although the East-India Company will not 

smuggle opium into China themselves, they sell it knowingly to 
parties that do smuggle it in ?—The persons connected with the 
Company^ interests have knowledge enough to know that it goes 
to China, *but they conceive their connexion with it to terminate 
ifitb the sale in India. m • <r 

312. In making a calculation of the profits and loss of the 
East-India Company’s imports into Cfoina, how is that calculation 
founded where barter takes place : you were understood to state 
that the woollens and other goods were bartered against tear ?—1, 
stated that the Hong merchants required tlfe tea merchants to 
take them in return for their teas. The Company formerly used 
to barter with the Hong merchants: of Hite years they have 
required the Ilong merchants to give money prices for every 
.thing. 

343. Is it takeft as a mercantile account upon the cost price 
in Engfand, the freighttmd charges, &c. being added to it, and 
the gresult taken from that ?—Tke usual namber of mercantile 
"charges whiah are made in invoices enter into the account. 

344. Is any commission charged upon it as received by flic 
Company’s agent there ? —I believe our commission is charged 
upon the experts fi4)m this country in the Company’s invoices. 

It#is p&id upon the sales in China and England at the rate of two 
per cent. . * • • • 

• 345. Is that upon the gross sales?—I believe so. 

34f>. Upon the goods out and upon tlfe good’s home ?—Yes. 
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18 Fth. 1830. 347. Upon the purchases of tea is your commission of two 

TT' per cent, charged also?—Upon the sales of ted we receive two 
TT" S * P er cent * commission; three per cent, commission pays not only 
our commission, but the whole expenses of the Company’s esta¬ 
blishment in China. There are some commercial charges which we 
call charges on merchandize, and expenses for the transit from the 
factory at Canton to Macao and the factory rent; but two per 
cent, we receive in the shape of commission as our own allowances. 

348. Is that two per cent, allowed upon the sale of teas in 
England, or upon the prime cost at Canton?—Upon the sale in 
England. 

349. There appears to exist a considerable difference between 
the value of the imports into China and the value of the '.tea 
exported,,by (he Company from China; how is that difference 
made up ; is it not by the Company selling their hills in China ? 
—The Company draw annually in China upon their Bengal 
treasury, to the amount generally of 2,000,000 of dollars and 
upwards, which affords a remittance for the proceeds of opium 
and cotton in Chfia to British merchants, who generally very 
gladly avail then\selves of the Company’s paper to remit their 
proceeds to India. The Company’s tea investment is therefore 
provided by the proceeds of the sale of English manufacture, in 
part, and the productions of our Indian possessions. 

350. You have stated that the supercargoes are paid "a com¬ 
mission of.two per cent.; are there not certain deductions from 
that, to the amount of at least one-quarter per cent. T -—The sa¬ 
laries of our tea inspectors, our surgeon, and our chaplain, and 
certain aEawanceS to tjhe senior officer commanding the Con.- 
pany’s ships, and payments to the retired servants of the Cqm- 
pany, come under the two per cent., and what we call in China 
the European establishment which is the expenses of European 
Servants cQnneeted with the factory. 

351. When is it tffat you receive this two per cent.; how many 

years is it after they are shipped from China?—We do not re¬ 
ceive our first payment from the Company till the expiration of 
two years after the work is done for which that payment is a 
remuneration; and the whole payment is not completed under 
four years, which makes our nominal greater than our real allow¬ 
ances. * ' * 

352. Is not the delay in tha* respect occasioned by the Com¬ 
pany keeping the tea «f one year for sale in a subsequent year ? 
—I do not lyiow if that be tUft cause. 

353. If the Chinese government were to exclude both the 
Company and private traders from the trade in tea at Canton, 
arc you of opinion that that trade could be carried on elsewhere 
to a beneficial purpose through any other channel ?-—The ques¬ 
tion would contemplate the Chinese ottering themselves into 
the trade with tlqjir owr^ native vessels. It has been a principle 
of the Chinese government altogether to discourage the natives 
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of the country from being in any way connected with foreign 18 Feb. 1830. 
commerce. Thfc question is one completely of speculation; ~— 

but I should think very great difficulties would stand in the way 
of thq trade being carried on to any great amount in Chinese . M/ ' 

vessels to the islands of the Eastern Archipel%o. 

354. Do not you think that the Hong merchants, having a 
large stock of- teas in their hands, would be prompted by their 
own interests to send those teas to other parts, when they could 
not sell them at Canton?—There would be great danger in send¬ 
ing them, inasmuch as the Chinese native vessels are of such a 
cumbrous description that they arc very unseaworthy. 

355. Would you have the same security for the good quality 

of ihe teas ?—Unquestionably not; there could be no security 
in such a trade. # 

356. Is not*the production of teas capable of being increased 
according to the increased demand for it ?—I think, to a certain 
extent, of black tea, though not of the best kind, but not of 
green. My reason for thinking the production of green tea 
cannot be increased is, that there has been a greater demand for 
it than the increasing supply of the Chinese has been able to 
keep up with. 

*357. Are you aware of any reason peculiar to the country 
creating an impossibility on the part of the Chinese to propor¬ 
tion the supply of green tea to the demand ?—I imagine it re¬ 
quires a considerable outlay of capital, which the Chinese have 
not at command ; and it involves a speculation into which the 
Chinese merchants do not seem disposed to enter. 

358. Can you say whether the demand for the English woollen 
manufactures in China is capable of being increased according 
to the increased supply ?—I conceive that if our manufactures * 
coufd be introduced into the northern provinces of the empire, 
the demand for them would decidedly increase; for tlfey ate 
the cold provinces, where woollen manufactures would be 
principally used. • „ 

• 359. Are there any insuperable obstacles to the introduction 
of our woollens into the northern parts of China ?—The ports . 

’ of China being hermctrically sealed against us for many years. 

36(h Have you found the-British manufactures have been in 
greater demand when the price has been lpw in China ?—I sup- 

• po*Se that ^ow prices generally produce an increased .demand; 

but I cannot answer that question distinctly, from any recollec¬ 
tion of the circumstances. * * • . 

361. With respect to British manufactures’^ general, when 
the price is*low in China do you find that they are in more 
general requesUthan when they are high ?—I believe that men 
will buy things* mort;»$eadily 'when they are cheap than when 

* they are dear.; but J. cannot answer the question from recol- 

lecjing the circumstance. * * 
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18 Feb. 1830. 362. Do yoil know whether the consumer, or the retail 

“—" dealer, makes a larger demand upon the Hong merchant when 

c. Maqoribanks, t f ie p r | ce j s ] ow than when the price is high ? —When prices 
• were high, I have always heard the Hong merchants complain 

of having many unsold goods in their warehouses; and I have 
always heard them say they sustained losses, on our woollens. 

363. How many English establishments may' there be at 
Canton ?—We send home an accurate list of the English 
residents every year; but I cannot state the precise number at 
present. 

364. Have they increased of late years ?—There have been 
more agents; I think the houses of respectability have not in¬ 
creased. 

365. How many consuls are there at Canton ?—There is an 
American consul, a Dutch consul, and a Dutchman who, I 
believe, has the diploma of French consul. 

366. Do you know what the private houses of agency in 
China charge for conducting a trade ?—Five per cent. 
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367. Whgt opportunities have you had, of a peculiarly 
favourable nature, to enable you to form an opinion respecting 
the Chinese, their trade, and with respect to the relations of 
this country with China?—I have been seventeen years in the 
Company’s service; and I think it probable that the attention 
I have paid to the language and institutions of the country may 
have assisted me in forming an approximation to a correct 
opinion regarding them: besides, I travelled for six months 
through the interior of the empire. 

368. Were you not also a member of the Select Committee ? 
—Previous to my last-leaving Canton I was. 

369. What circumstances, in your opinion, in the character 
of the Chinese, and in the nature of their institutions, are 
opposed to an extended intercourse with fortngn nations ?— 
They are a decidedly anti-commercial people: they have a 
particular objection te increasing-their intercourse, ip any way, 
with Europeans, and I should think more particularly with the 
English, on account of our close, approximation to their frontiers 
towards Tartary and in Ava. 


370. Has the condition of British merchants and of the 
British trade improved in China since your recollection, a»u^ 
more particularly since the. last British embassy to Pekin ?—It 
certainly lias. The returns which I belfcVc are now lying on 
the table of the Cqmmiltee, show that Wfe the last ten years 
there is an increase of 5,000 tons in the Company’s shipping, 
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when compared with the nine years proceedings that is to say, 18 Feb. 1830. 
that for the last,tcn years the average has been 28,000 tons of ~— 

shipping, and for the nine years previously the average was only J ‘ 

23,000. ' J ' 

371. Is the foreign trade considered of rtal importance to 
the Chinese, or is their government independent of it?—I 
should think their government is as independent of it as .that 
of any country in the world: they have, besides, a decided 
objection to an increased intercourse with foreigners, and 
diminish as much as possible their intercourse, by laying heavy 
duties upon foreign manufactures. 

372. From what circumstances does the influence which the 
British representatives appear to possess over the Chinese 
government and their commercial delegates arise ?—I should 
think, in sorqp measure, from tlieir moral respectability, in 
having no concern whatever with smuggling; and I should also 
jhink their influence arises, in a great measure, from the value 
and importance of their trade in amount. 

373. What aflvantage docs the Company derive from the 
superior class of large ships employed in their China trade, and 
from the discipline maintained in those ships?—They derive 
several distinct advantages from the superior class of their 
shipping. In the first place, they pay less, in proportion to 
the tonnage, at Canton in the shape of port charges: in the 
second place, these ships are better adapted to the stowage of 
teas ; they stow more in proportion to their nominal size. There 
is another advantage derived from the superior class of their 
^hipping, in regard to sea-risk. Since I have tyeen in (Jje servioe, 
seventeen years (and 1 believe for madly years previously), not 
a Single homeward- bound ship of the Company has been lost. 

We may consider the number of homeward-bound ships in that 
time* 400; so that that makes the risk as nothing to 400. .1 
speak in reference to the leas, and therefore in reference to 
the homeward-bound. The observation is correct in reference to 
them, and would not be in regard tef the.others. This advan¬ 
tage is shewn, in practice, by the small premium on the in¬ 
surance of the Company’s ships. There is another decided 

. advantage derived from the superior character of the Company’s 
shipping: it is Independent almost of convoy in time of war, 
and it*is well known tliat their fleets have beaten off French 
_ linff-of-battle ships. • * 

374. Do*you allude to the celcbrated'action in which Com¬ 

modore Dance had a large fl£dt of Indiamen, <ind repulsed 
Admiral Linois ?—Yes. • 

375. Do you know the amount of property that was then in 
jedJiaYdy if the french had been successful ? — No, but I believe 
it is a matter on* fecorcl^ If it were tfic whole fleet of the Com- 

«pany, it would amount *to one year’s valhc of the Company’* 
trade. * • • 
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376. Were there not also under the charge of Commodore 
Dance a large number of private ships also of very great value ? 
—I believe there were, as far as the Straits of Sunda. With 
regard to the objections raised against the Company’s superior 
class of shipping An the score of its freight, I would say, that 
the charge on account of freight at present is only 4>rf. per 
pound upon all the teas; and taking it for granted that the pri¬ 
vate traders might purchase their freight at one-half of the 
Company’s, that brings the difference to 2d . per pound. Against 
this 2d. per pound you must take all the advantages I have 
stated as an off-set; you must take the smaller port charges 
paid by the Company; you must take the very advantageous 
insurance account of the Company; their independence of con¬ 
voy ; and the superior stowage of their ships. 

377, Do ydu chance to know what freight 4he Company 
pay for the stowage employed in the trade to our North Ameri¬ 
can colonies ?—They pay less than the Americans; about £0 
or £10 a ton, I believe. The American ton is one-fourth 
smaller than ours/ and therefore in proportion to the nominal 
price they pay more. 

378. Are you able to state how much the £9 or £10 per ton 
is per pound weight of tea?—The £9 or £10 must not be 
charged upon the tea; not more than one-half of it should be 
charged on the tea, because the ships are taken up to 'export 
British manufactured goods to Canton; and therefore the freight 
must be divided between the outward voyage and the return 
voyage. It is, accordingly, only £4. 10s. or £5 upon the tea. 

‘ 379. Awe you able to { state how much that would be per pound 
of tea from China to North America?—It is something under a 
penny per pound on black tea; on green tea I have not calcu¬ 
lated. ' 


' 380. Do the Company derive any advantage from the regu¬ 
larity of their demand for lea, and from the regular contracts 
made by them with the Hong merchants in conformity to this 
demand ?—I should fhink that they do. A crop of tea is not 
like a crop of turnips or a crop of corn, which may be produced 
within the year, according to the demand ? The shrub requires 
a certain time to come to perfection, and the regularity of the 
demand certainly tends to encourage its ^cultivation, to produce 
a supply in due proportion, and, to save the growers from severe 
losses; because if the^e were a sudden diminution A of the de¬ 
mand for a year or two, after a rapid previous increase, they 
would probably, a great many of thei'n, be ruined; since it is 
not so easy to cohvert the cultivation of tea into the cultivation 
of any thing else; I therefore hold, that a regular demand for 
tea insures a regular supply, at the same time, that it keeps'up 
the quality. A fluctuating demand, ptpbabtyi would be more 
pernicious in the case of tea, than in uje case t of almost any 
other thing in the world/ 
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381. Practically, what effect has this regu'arity in the de- 22 Fei». 1830. 
mand for tea produced upon the price of it ?—It certainly keeps f~i)„ Hi . 

■ up the quality relatively to the price. ' j ;w/ ; w,s ’ 

382. Has the price of tea increased or diminished latterly ? ' 

—I would rather say it has been prevented from increasing; an 
increase which would have been inevitable, from the very great 
advantages which, in the absence of the Company, the united 
body of Hong merchants, all living within a few doors of each 
other, would derive from tlfeir union against promiscuous tra¬ 
ders. 

383. What impression, in your opinion, would be produced 
upon the Chinese generally by throwing open the trade to Bri¬ 
tish’merchants generally?—The whole body of smugglers at 
Canton would rejoice. The government would? in* the first 
instance, view»it with jealousy, as they view every change; and 
when they came to lose their revenue, they would view it with 
hostility. They have already, in consequence of the extraor¬ 
dinary amount of smuggling (not only relatively to contraband 
articles, such as opium, but in the case of articles that pay 
duty), lost so much, that 1 they have issued edict after edict di¬ 
rected against those individuals and those nations who principally 
partake in this smuggling trade ; and it is impossible to suppose 
that they would go on ad infinitum in their endurance, or con¬ 
sent to the conversion of the whole trade of Canton into a 
smuggling intercourse. 

384. DR the representatives of the Company possess any 
peculiar advantages in their intercourse with the Chinese, and 
iii frheir means of access to the local go\jpmn&it of Cuhton ?— 

They possess one very essential advantage, in being the only 
foreigners who are allowed to have a direct communication in 
the native language w ith the govenffnent, which has been ex¬ 
pressly denied all others, and only conceded to the Com-^ 
pany, on the part of the government, because they could not 
resist it. They also derive great advantage from the attention 
which has been paid to the language and So the institutions of 
tike Chinese ; to the knowledge of their laws especially, as well 
as to the general character of the people; an advantage which 
is not, as far as ^ know, possessed by any other traders at 
Canton* , • • 

385. Do aivy other foreigners in China besides die English 
posst-ss a cojupetent knowledge of the Chinese language, or 
avail themselves of its use in they* % intercoursc with the govern¬ 
ment of China?—Certaifdy none of the traders in China. 

There arc a few Ca(jiolic priests who study it for the purpose of 

# propagating Christianity; but it has not, to my knowledge, ever 
beti^ised by any .European traders, ^xcept^the Company’s re¬ 
presentatives, i« tHeir l^qjtten intercourse with the government 
asid with the people. m * 

3.8Q. Do the Chinese government recognize the Company’s 
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22 Feb. 1830. Factory as a respectable and more official body of persons than 

- any other persons in China ?—'They consider afhd treat them in 

J - F -- Davu > a manner very different from the treatment which they show to 
sq ' other Europeans. They have done, in respect to the Company’s 
representatives, $hat they never did in respect to any other 
traders; they have admitted them to personal conferences on 
equal terms. In the year 1814, I was at all the conferences 
which were conducted by Sir George Staunton, to which the 
Mandarins came in full state, and nfet us as equals to all intents 
and purposes. I have myself been engaged in personal inter¬ 
changes of visits with the Mandarins on friendly terms. They 
would not certainly adopt such a mode of conduct towards other 
Europeans at Canton, in my opinion. 

387. Do you conceive that the throwing open the trade to 
China would extend the consumption of British goods there?— 
My opinion is decidedly that it v\ ould diminish that consump¬ 
tion. The importation of European goods by the Americans, 
of which so mud] has been said in this country, appears on 
examination, not to have exceeded one-fourth of the quantity 
imported by the Company and their officers: the average seems 
to have been about 800,000 dollars, while the latest average of 
the Company is about £800,000 sterling ; and I should ascribe 
this actually small quantity on the part of the Americans (al¬ 
though that has been very much exaggerated in England) to 
two or three plain reasons. In regard to the Company's officers, 
they pay no freight , and they also pay a very small insurance, in 
consequence of the superior character of the ships; and they 
can accordingly *hfford, to introduce European manufactures 
cheaper than the Americans. In regard to the Company, they 
have thought it necessary, on account of the clamour raised in 
this country, to submit to actual losses; and it is not likely that 
.Individuals would, from any patriotic motives, endure the same 
losses. « 


« 


388. What obstacles exist, in your opinion, to the increased 
consumption of British goods throughout the empire of China ? 
—I would first state the anti-commercial spirit of the Chinese, 
which leads them to charge heavy duties on foreign importations. 
For instance, the duty on woollens is from ab6ut 1 s. to 1$. 4a?. a 
yard ; the duty on raw cotton is about 6s. a hundred-weight; 
and I would say, tlfat the circumstance of British manufactures 
being generally calculated for a cold climate, while Canton is 
placed at Qie very southern' extremity of China, 1,200 miles 
distant from thp northern, would also be an obstacle to the con¬ 
sumption of British manufactures. Then/ agaiq. the Chinese 
have laws directed against the use of strange and foreign, things, 
and on all occasions involving expense, particularly such as Fes¬ 
tivals, marriages, public and domestic occasions of rites and 


ceremonies, they are hound to use the things which in material 
and in fashion are consonant with established and ancient usages: 
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and even in what they buy of us, they buy principally those 
things which admit of disguise ; for instance, the little demand 
they have for our white cottons is principally because they can 
dye them some other colour, and thereby hide the circumstance 
of their being foreign. • 

388. Is there only one port in China into which foreigners are 
permitted to trade?—Only one. I have heard that the .Spa¬ 
niards have a nominal admission to another port, that of Amoy, 
which they have been obliged to abandon from the impossibility 
of coping with the exactions of the Mandarins. 

390. Have any efforts been made, to your knowledge, by 
British residents or other foreigners, to open a trade at other 
ports besides Canton ?—,Not within my recollection. 

391. Is not the Company’s mark a passport fyr tljeir goods 

from one endt)f China to the other?—Yes; and in travelling 
through the country with Lord Amherst, I saw written up in 
Chinese characters “ Company’s cloth.” I would observe, with 
regard to the titje “ Company,” that it is the only respectable 
term which the Chinese apply to foreigners ; they generally call 
them by names which are scarcely to be repeated: the original 
Chinese expression, Koong-sze, means a body of public func¬ 
tionaries. • 

392. # What is your opinion with relation to what would occur 
to goods not having the Company’s mark upon them, as far as 
the interior trade was concerned?—They certainly, would not 
have that*passport. 

£93. Are you in possession of any information as to the nuyi- 
ner in which the Americans purcliase*fheir Tong ellwand other 
clifths which they procure from this country ?—I am not so well 
acquainted with what occurs in England on that subject. 

3??4<. What has been the success of the free trade of tije 
Americans anti others with China ; has it £een a beneficial trade 
or otherwise ?—I understand it has produced bankruptcy to a 
very considerable extent in America, which is a circumstance 
seferred to in the President’s message to Congress. He said 
that the principal defalcations in the American revenue had 
• arisen in the department of the customs, from the bankruptcies 
which .occurred among # those.engaged in the Eastern trade; and 
that the best way to guard the government from such losses in 
.future was tft give it the first clhim against*the estates pf its in¬ 
solvent debtors. ’ 

395. Has the American consfiT any control over his country¬ 
men at Canton ?—He has not a great deal of control over his 
countrymen f he seems to be simply a commercial o fficer. 

Is any deference or respect mud tahim by the Chinese 
authorities ?—•.'VfeTy lit^p indeed. The Chinese do not under¬ 
stand recognising forqjgn dignities and authorities. 

307 . When Admiral Drury was in China was he respected, 
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22 Feb. 1830-5 and his authority acknowledged by the Chinese authorities?— 

— ■-; ' ^ No; they treated him, in fact, with the greatest contempt, 

j F. Davis, m w } 1 j c j 1 i n some measure occasioned him to lose his temper, and 
s,, ‘ to behave with what I should call imprudence. 

398. Are you Aware of an order from the Admiralty to pro¬ 
hibit any British man-of-war from going t® the Chinestf’seas, 
unless under circumstances of the greatest necessity, such as 
want of water ?—Yes ; and 1 believe that order was made speci¬ 
fically in consequence of the mischief that had been produced 
by men-of-war going to China. 

399. Were you in China at the time of the occurrence re¬ 
ferred to ?—I was not in China at the period of Admiral Drury’s 
stay there; but I was in China during very similar mischiefs, 
which occurred in the case of Captain O’Brien, in 1814. Cap¬ 
tain Richardson’s case also occurred during the period of my 
service, though I was not actually on the spot at the time. 

400. Are the British seamen in the Company’s ships under 
better control than other seamen who come ip other ships? — 
Decidedly. There is a species of police established at Canton 
by the Company ; a circumstance that has arisen out of the 
exigencies of the case, in consequence of the mischief that 
resulted from the sailors coming up without sufficient control to 
Canton, where they gave occasion to several homicides. A 
most efficient system of police has been established on the spot, 
with reference to British seamen, constituting the commodore, 
or senior officer of the Company’s ships (the Company’s presi¬ 
dent is the chief), a sort of magistrate, with perfect control 
over the flaen, and the ,power of sending them down to thd‘ 
ships, or of punishing them when they deserve it. 

401. Do you consider tfyat if the trade was thrown open to 
ships of all descriptions, there could be a control over the’'sea¬ 
men similar to that which is exercised over the Company’s own 
sailors ?—I should think that neither the officers nor the men 
could be under the same control as in the Company^ ships; 
because these constitute a sort of approximation to the footing 
of men-of-war, and therefore the discipline in their case is 
certainly less lax than on board private ships. 

402. Is there not a great trade, from the ports of India to 
China ?—Very large. 

403. \Vhat class of persons "navigate those slitys which tire 
called country ships?—^The men are chiefly Lascars. 

4434. Are they under pretty good control?—They are under 
the Company’s control entirely; perhaps less so than their own 
ships, but still under the Company’s control. 

405. Can any ship go fpom India to China without a license 

from the Company ?—I fancy they arc licensed by the local 
governments. •» 

406. Does not that give an authority to the local govern- 




ments to place, in some measure, under the control of the 
Company’s authorities in China the sailors who navigate those 
ships ? ' The captains sign a penalty bond, obliging themselves 
to cojnform to the orders of the Select Committee. 

407. Have you been in any of the Company’s settlements in 
IndiU ?—I have ncrt visited them. 

408. Will you explain to the Committee in what way the 
contracts are made of tea, jind also the sales of woollen goods, 
with the Hong merchants ?—With regard to the woollen goods, 
the merchants have a decided objection to them ; and they cer¬ 
tainly incur a heavy loss on some of them; they accordingly 
take them from the Company only because they are obliged. 
They take them in shales, proportioned to the quantity of con¬ 
tract teas which each of them supplies to the Company; and 
they take a chnsiderable portion of them only because the Com¬ 
pany obliges them. I have seen accounts which evidently 

•proved that the merchants were severe losers by the bulk of the 
woollens, particularly the long-ells. With Regard to the teas, 
the contracts are made annually about the month of February 
for the ensuing season ; and they do not extend to the whole 
of the intended investment, but perhaps to about'two-thirds of 
it, the remainder being heft to be supplied from the offers which 
may be made after the contracts have been filled. 

409. Have the Company the first offer of all the black teas 
that are grown in China ?—I believe they have of all 

410. How do they stand with relation to the green teas?— 
•'Hie bulk of the green teas are also offered to them jn the first 

instance. There are one or two very peculiar descriptions of 
tea, small in quantity, which they do not import; the young 
hysyn, I think, is one suited particularly to the Continental 
and Americaq trades. 

411. Is it your opinion that an increased supply of teas could 
be raised to supply any indefinite de/nand in China ?—I should 
think that as the quantity increased, the Quality would deterio- 
Yate. The quantity might be increased, probably, very consi¬ 
derably beyond what it is at present; but experience has shown 
that it is impossible to keep the quality up in proportion as the 
quantity of this produce or 'manufacture increases. We have 
found several of the best specie^ of black lea almost vanish, as 

• the whole demand of the Company has increased ; and* the im¬ 
portations of the Company into J^ngland, so far from starving 
the market, have so mufih over-supplied it, that there has been 
considerably above a million annually rejected* at their sales at 
thejjpset prTce. 

412. Do you'ljnow how many years it takes to bring the tea 
s plant to maturity ?—I«<ftmnot speak very positively on that sub¬ 
ject ; but I should think, as it is a sfij'ub, tyo or three years 
woald be necessary, or more. 


22 Feu. 18.50. 


J. 


*l<\ IJai'is , 
Esq. 
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- Directors to the supercargoes* when you were in China, to 

r * 1 ? I)nvis ' sei) d an increased supply of twankay tea ?—Yes. 

414. Has there not been a difficulty in obtaining that article ? 
—I believe there fias. 

415. Was there any limitation of price- fixed, or was it 
ordered to be bought if it could be bought at all ?—It was, 1 
fancy, to be purchased at any rate. It was stated as being much 
in demand at home. 

416. With respect to the many foreigners who are at Canton, 
do you suppose that the acknowledged authority of the Com¬ 
pany’s representatives is advantageous to them ?—I should 
think in two respects, politically and commercially: politically, 
they have t certainly preserved foreigners from the degradation 
to which they would have been reduced by the haughty dispo¬ 
sition and conduct of the Chinese government; they have 
stemmed that torrent: and, commercially, they have certainly 
kept down the prices of teas. 

417. What effect would, in your opinion, be produced, poli¬ 
tically speaking, by the Company being divested of their ex¬ 
clusive privileges in the eyes of the Chinese ?—They would 
undoubtedly lose in the eyes of the* Chinese. The Chinese 
would infer that they had abused the trust confided in,them; 
ancle in fact, they must necessarily lose all the advantages which 
they at present possess, for they would entirely Ipse their 
present character. 

'418. TJyxt is, the Company would lose ?—The Company 
would lose, and also British subjects, as the Company represent 
British subjects. 

419. Would private merchants, trading to China, receive the 
same protection as they now do, under the wing of the Com¬ 
pany’s representatives ?—I should say they would be reduced 
to fixe level of the subjects of other nations who frequent 
China. 

420. What protection do you suppose that foreigners now 
receive from the acknowledged authority of the Company ?—I 
would say that they have derived a general advantage, from 
the character ef Europeans in general having been kept up in 
the eyes of the Chinese; for tjxe Chinese cannot draw those 
distinctions which we dp: they consider all nations V earing hats 
and coats to belong to one genial class, of which they certainly 
acknowledge the English to be the head. 

421. Have the Company’s representatives extended their pro¬ 
tection over foreigners whenever they have had an opportunity ? 
Have they interfered as far as they could, to support the rigftis 
of other nations, European and America ?—No' particular in¬ 
stance occurs to me, at present, of their having done so. 

422. In the case of the murder of a Chinese by an American, 
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were you in China at that time ?—I was not in China. I have 22 Fob. lft’JO. 
heard that thefre was some disposition to take the poor man’s . *— 

part displayed by individual British subjects, but that the J 
Chinese would not have any thing to say to them. - 

423. Have you any means of knowing in what way any con¬ 
templated change* of system is viewed by the Chinese, par¬ 
ticularly by the Hong merchants, and by any of the constituted 
authorities ?—The Hong merchants would have reason to re¬ 
joice in a change, if viewed in regard to their gain; for they * 
would certainly be able to do with private traders what they 
cannot do with the Company; they would dictate prices to 
individuals; while at present, on the contrary, the Company 
dictate prices to them.. But they would not, I fancy, willingly 
purchase this advantage at the heavy risk which they would 
incur, in the event of the trade being opened, arising from their 
responsible character. They are responsible for the acts of all 

• Europeans ; they arc security for the ships: and the risks of fine 
and imprisonment, and even of corporal punishment, arising to 
themselves, from the acts of private merchants and their sailors, 
would be so great, that they would not willingly purchase the 
advantage of trading with foreigners generally on superior 
grounds to those which they at present enjoy, at the price of 
the risks which they would incur both of the person and of the 
pocket. 

424. What is the Committee to understand by the Hong 
merchants being security for the acts of private merchants? — 

The Chinese government will not deal with any ship till some 

• Hong merchant has consented to be ^nswtfTable ft* the con¬ 
duct of every individual in that ship. In the case of private 
ships, much delay has arisen from no Hong merchant being, 
willing to become security, whife each of them in his turn 
readily becomes security for the Company’s shipB as they .arrive; 
with the exception, I would add, of the «chief Hong merchant. 

His more numerous avocations, as representing the whole Hong, 
and as conducting the affairs of the whols Hong in their official 

‘intercourse with the local government, led him to petition the 
Company to be exempted from this duty of being security * 
for their ships* They call him in tkeir language the general 
merchant; that is, the principal organ of official intercourse 
between the local government^md foreigners; and on account 
• of the tin\£ and attention which this, required front him, lie 
petitioned to be exempted frojq the business of being security 
for the ships. He was ^exempted on that ground, when lift had 
explained to thei^ satisfaction the reasons of His application. 

Can you state in what year that exemption took place ? 

—I think it wai jn the end of 1827, «or tha> beginning of 1828. 

. 426. Were you rightly understood to say that the Chinese 

object to foreigners, find particularly to the English, on account 
of* their power being in the neighbourhood of the Chinese 
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—— < more inclined to be jealous of the English, and of course on that 
«/. /. Dans, accountj on account of the English having got so much political 
4; ' influence in Nepaul, as well as in Ava. 

* 427. Were you rightly understood to say, that the Company 

are preferred because they do not smuggle, and on account of 
the greatness of their trade ?—Certainly; those circumstances 
must raise them in the estimation of the Chinese. 

428. Is not the smuggling generally and chiefly carried on 
through the country-trade ships from India to China ?—I should 
say through the country trade and the Americans: both the 
country traders and Americans smuggle opium. 

429. Do the country-trade ships receiVfe licenses from the local 
governments im India ?—To the best of my knowledge they do; 
but I cannot speak to that as coming within the immediate range 
of my own knowledge. 

430. Are the Chinese aware that those country ships come 
under the license f»f the East-India Company- from India to 
China ?—They regard them generally as British ships, and they 
do not trouble themselves further. 

431. Do they consider them as under the authority of the 
East-India Conipauy ?—Not farther than as British subjects. 
They cannot consider them as so immediately under the autho¬ 
rity of the Company as the Company’s own ships are. 

432. Do hot the country-trade ships give bonds to fhe East- 
India Company?—I believe they give bonds to the East-Indian 
got , ernmcr*fcs at the*Presi<jlencies from which they sail. 

433. In the event of any misconduct on board of one of the 
country ships, to whom would the complaint of the Chinese 
authorities be addressed ?—ft would be addressed to the British 
ch'ief, if that occurrence happened within the river; but we do 
not recognize the country ships that stay outside of the river, 
which do not enter the rivei^ at all, but lurk amongst the islands 
for the purpose of smuggling opium. 

434. You stated that the price of freight on tea from China 

to England is about 4 d. a pound; and you stated that the price 
of freight from China to Canada was about 1 d. per pound : can 
you explain thfe reason of the difference between the rate of 
freight of tea from China to Camda, and the rate from China to 
England ?—In the first place, the high freight of the 'Company's 
ships to China arises from their ,being a superior class of vessels ; 
and the high charge on the tea arises from more of the freight 
being laid on the teas, that is, upon the homeward cargo, than 
upon the cargo outward. ' 

435. Is not it true^ that different class of jglttps is employed 
in the trade between Cvnton and Canadaf$han that which is em¬ 
ployed between Canton ^nd England ?—1«should' say that the 
higher freight on the tea that conies home to England arises 
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partly from the shipping being of a superior class; it arises, 
secondly, from a larger proportion of the high freight being 
charjged upon the tea that comes home to England, that on the 
British manufactures that go out. 

436. Did the calculations you made of td. per pound for 
freight embrace the £9 or £‘10 per ton, which you calculate 
those ships to cost ?—I take one-half of the freight charged*for 
the voyage, assuming the freight paid, to be £9 or £10 per ton, 

437. During your residence in China, have you had occasion 
to know that the East-India Company has exported a consider¬ 
able quantity of Sycee silver, that is pure silver, from Canton ? 
—No, I cannot call to mind any single instance of that within 
my s'ervice, nor before it* 

438. Are you aware of their having exported bullion in any 
other shape ?—I believe they did once within the seventeen years 
that I have been in their service. 

439. Was it in any considerable quantity ?—It is so long ago 
(I do not think it ts within the last twelve or thirteen years), and 
I cannot speak to the quantity. 


22 Feb. 1830. 

J, F. Davis, 
Esq. ' 


440. Is not the export of bullion in any shape strictly prohi¬ 
bited by the laws of China ?—It is; but the Company, of course, 
when they did export that quantity, applied for and obtained 
a regulaf license. 

441. Thp Committee are to understand that the Company did 
apply for apd did obtain a license from the Chinese government 
for the exportation of that bullion ?—I was not in the Cojnmittea 
af the time ; but 1 should certainly say that t/Tey did apply for 
and obtain that license. In fact, I can speak to their actually 
having applied for and received such^ license, when they have 
exported bullion. 

442. Are you'aware that, with respect to a considerable quan- * 
tity of the opium which is smuggled into China, the chests in 
which the opium is contained bear the Company’s mark ?—I 
nqver saw a chest of opium in my life, and therefore I cannot 
speak to it. 

• 443. As a member of the Select Committee, have you not had 
occasion to know officially that a considerable quantity of that 
opium was sold by the East-India Company’^ authority in India, 
apd*a license "granted to British subjects Jto carry it to China? 
—We canno? possibly be ignorant of that. The Company 
enjoys a monopoly of the growth*of opium in India,* and there¬ 
fore they must be the sellers of it; but I am confident the Chi¬ 
nese are perfeady ignorant of a circumstance which is foreign to 
* theiatftfipire. # # 

444. Are the«Colhmit|qp to understand that the members of 
the Select Committee arp 'cognizant of the /act that that contra¬ 
band article is brought to China under the licehse of the East- 
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rant of a fact so generally notorious to Englishmen. 

* Esq"' 5 ’ 445. Can you state how many of the Company’s and China 

ships M r ere captured during the late war?—.That I cannot state. 
Whatever may have been the number, it all occurred long pre¬ 
vious to my entering the service. *. 

4&6. Do not you think that an increased demand for tea at 
Canton would naturally tend to produce an improvement in the 
quality of the article ?—I should say, from the experience of the 
past, that an increased demand for tea would produce a decided 
deterioration of quality. 

447. On what grounds do you form that opinion?—Entirely 
from the circumstance of its being a very delicate produce,, re¬ 
quiring a peculiar soil and climate and situation; and that in 
proportion as the quantity manufactured is increased, and par¬ 
ticularly if the demand is rapid, the quantity that is hastily pro¬ 
duced, in order to meet that rapid increase of demand, invari¬ 
ably produces a deterioration in the quality. 

448. Since when has it been deteriorated?—Since the de¬ 
mand has been increased, I have before stated that the Com¬ 
pany’s tonnage had in the last ten years increased on the average 
5,000 tons per annum, when compared with the nine years pre¬ 
ceding that period. 

<449. From the experience you have had travelling in China, 

.■•i.'.+l'n.. *lin m-nfWiini'i of a rner- 


£ay, thatbthough *by tne msciiuuuut, m UJV V.UUU 
considered as inferior t& that of scholars and some others, yet 
still that in China, as in every other part of the world, wealth 
must carry with it a very ♦considerable share of consideration; 
end .that the circumstance of wealth in the Hong merchants 
‘(who also possess sqme official character) gives'them a certain 
degree of respectability and consideration, even among the 
officers of their owe government: so much so, that I remember 
Sir George Staunton, after the discussions of 1814, which he 
conducted personally, and at which I was present, told me that 
lie was subsequently invited to meet one of those Mandarins at 
dinner, at tl\e house of a Hong merchant. So much influence 
has wealth, even in^ China, in conducing to respectability, 

450: Is the Amerioan consul himself personal^ engaged in 
trade ?—I should think it is the only source from which he can 
ddrive a livelihood ; for I believe he receives no salary whatever. 

451. Do yoti consider the Hong merchants generally to be 
wealthy men?—Decidedly; I should say that those who have 
escaped ruin from the Hlicit trade must bet wealthy m&iT. I 
would hardly make ^ny exception at j^esenf.* . 

452. How mqjny arg those who have escaped that ruin ? — 
There are at present seven, and I think there were tqn. t 
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would say that generally they are wealthy men, and one or two 
of them men of incalculable wealth ; nobody knows how rich 
Howquaus. 

453. Are you able to state whether it is not a fact that it is 

contrary to court etiquette for a merchant to *be admitted into 
the Imperial presence at all?—I am not aware of any such re¬ 
gulation of the government. » 

454. How were the supercargoes designated in the edict issued 
by the Viceroy of Canton ?—The term generally used is Koong- 
sze, as 1 mentioned before, “ a body of public functionaries.” 

455. Can you state the probable amount of the tonnage em¬ 
ployed in the country trade carried on between India and China, 
with reference to the Company’s tonnage ?—The report on the 
table speaks to that fact: it is nearly equal, at all tjven^, to that 
of the CompaAy* It arises, not from there being so large a 
quantity of tonnage actually employed, but from the quickness 
<jf the returns, and from the comparative smallness of distance 
enabling one shij) to make two voyages in the year. 

456. Is that trade carried on without the intervention or as¬ 
sistance of the Company’s servants at Cantor at all? — A very 
large portion of it consists of smuggling trad3, and therefore 
roust be entirely out of tile Company’s cognizance. 

457. .The question refers to the country trade carried on at 
Canton, of which no portion is a smuggling trade ?—That con¬ 
sists principally of cotton. 

458. Is*that trade carried on without the intervention or as¬ 
sistance of the Company’s servants at all ?—-J should^ say not, 
inasmuch as that trade has derived very Important advantage and 
assistance from the Company’s Factory in the course of time. 

45$. In what respect has it received the protection of the 
Factory?—Thgrc was an attack made by the Chinese upon the 
privileges and trade of foreigners generally, in the year 1814! 
The Company then made a stand ; and I conceive that they 
gained advantages which necessarily extended to the country 
trade, as well as to the Company’s. 

460. Is it not the fact, that all the sales of the cargoes im¬ 

ported from India to Canton, and the purchase of returns, are 
conducted by the supercargoes on account of the country trade 
in direct communication with yie Chinese merchants, without 
■any interference or assistance from tlyj Company’s servants 
whatever?—Certainly, we do not interfere with their arrange¬ 
ments with the Hong merchants. * • 

461. Do you know whether the American trade is not carried 
on iq jhe same way, namely, that the American merchants have 
direct communication with the Chipesc authorities and the 
Chinese merchants, witjteut the interference or assistance of the 
^Company’s servants ?-♦-With the Chinese authorities they have 
endeavoured to obtain an intercourse, Sut have been denied it, 
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—— are ordered by the Chinese government, if they have any thing 
J. F. Ddvis, to gay, to send a petition in English to the Hong merchants, 
Es<1 ' which petition the Hongmerchants are to translate into Chinese. 
The disadvantag<*of such a medium of communication as the 
Hong merchants is this, that, in the first place, they haye in¬ 
terests decidedly contrary to those of the petitioning foreigners; 
and'secondly, that they dare not, in their communication with 
their own government, urge points, or use expressions which 
foreigners would urge and which foreigners would use, could they 
write their petition themselves. The Americans have been en¬ 
gaged, in a great measure, in the illegal trade with what are called 
the outside shopmen, in express contravention of the laws of the 
Chinese empire *, and the government repeatedly interfered to-put 
a stop to it, in consequence probably of the defalcations of revenue, 
and the ruin of the Hong merchants which ensued therefrom. 
They have interfered three or four times since I have been in 
the service. 

462. Was not «that interference on the part of the Chinese 
government at the request of the Factory ?—Certainly not. 

463. Do you know the date of the last interference ?—The 
last was shortly before I left the couqtry. 

464. Were you in Canton in 1828 ?—Yes, I was. 

465. With respect to the country trade, are the Committee 
to 1 understand that a trade, equal in amount of tonnage to the 
trade carried on by the East-lndia Company, is carrieti on *under 
the British flag to China now, without any interference or in- 
terventiap of the Select Committee as regards the commcttid 
intercourse between the supercargoes of those ships and, the 
Chinese merchants at Canton ?—Except as regards the occa¬ 
sional protection which the Committee have found it necessary 
to extend to the British trade in general in cases of exigency. 

466. Can you state any of those cases ?—I speak particularly 
in relation to the year J814, when a stand was made against 
the Chinese in favoar of British subjects generally. 

467. Do you think that trade could be carried on with the 
same security, if it had not the protection of the Factory ?—I 
should say not. 

46$. Are you aware of a proclamation issued by tfie Can¬ 
ton government in 1814, regulating the trade«between -.the 
shopmen and the Americans, on a petition for thaf purpose ?— 
No; I recollect a proclamation aeqying what the Americans 
petitioned for. > There was a proclamation about certain trifling 
and worthless articles; but this was so perfectly fjatile, that the 
Americans petitioned for a set of regulations, which « sfe^idd 
admit the shopmen to trade .in staple articles of commerce. 
Those allowed wer^mere mats, shoesjf&c. and articles of con¬ 
sumption, which ,are permitted to be told to • the sailors and 
foreigners generally for the supply of their occasional wants. 
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469. Are not all cotton goods and silk goods included in 22 Feb. 18 30. 
the last proclamation ?—If I recollect right, they were all ex¬ 
cluded; The ultimate result of the American petition was, to Davit, 
be refused those articles which they applied for. 

470. You mentioned that there were very4ieavy duties on the 
importation of foreign goods; are there any internal duties on 
transit?—Very considerable ones, which necessarily add ^o the 
sale price of the articles that are the subjects of that transit. 

47J. Are those fixed dnd known, or are they variable?— 

They are so entirely connected with the internal administration * 
of the empire, that it is not easy to obtain accurate information 
regarding them. 

, 472. Is it easy to pass the goods, or are any obstacles 
thrown in the way ?—There are no further obstacles than those 
which arise from the bar that this transit duty fofms to the 
consumption of the article, by increasing its price. 

473. Is there any means of knowing what the rates of duties 
are ?—Yes; thpy have been stated and calculated according to 
the information obtained by a former tea-inspector of the Com¬ 
pany. The document is available. 

474. Has this system of transit duties been increasing of 
late years ?—I have no means of ascertaining that point; but 1 
belieYe they are very heavy. 

475. Have they been of late years increased or diminished ?— 

I have not heard of their being either increased or diminished. 

476. ©o you know how the duties are collected?—That also 
„ forms a portion of the internal administration of the empjre, 

with which we have few means of becoming acquainted. 

477. You have stated that the smuggling trade has increased 
veiy much of late years; has thaO increased at the same time * 
with the system of internal duties?—The increase of the smug¬ 
gling trade has been chiefly with reference to opium, which can 
have no connexion with duties, being altogether contraband. 

478. Is there not a very considerable smuggling trade in 
’ other articles imported into China from Europe ?—I believe 

that a great deal has been smuggled into China. I know in- , 
stances where /he articles have been detected, and a heavy fine 
has been imposed upon the Hong merchant secured the 
ship, while of course the importing European has suffered the 
foss of hif^goods. 

479. Have the Hong merchants themselves taken part in the 
smuggling trade ?—Fat from it; they were sold, not to the 
Hong merchants, but to outside shopmen. 

80. You were understood to state that some of the Hong 
merchants havfe been ruined by their mixing with the smuggling 
trade ?—Ndt at all i*fhey have been rained by the smuggling 
trade. They pay heavy duties and exactions to the government, 
on account of the advantages which their situation affords them 
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1— . trade must necessarily be carried on by persons who do not pay 

J ‘ fruits, t j )0Se i, eaV y exactions, and who in fact frequently evade the 
Sq ‘ regular duties, they must necessarily be ruined by the extension 
of such a course of transactions. 

481. Do all the English manufactures imported into China 
by the Company pass through the fair trade ?—Certainly. 

482. Have you any means of judging what proportion of the 
. whole imports into China consist of the smuggling trade?—It is 

impossible to say exactly how much, because the smuggling 
is secret, and therefore not so open to investigation; but with 
regard to opium, we know that the amount of the annual impor¬ 
tation into China is upwards of 10,000,000 of dollars. 

483. Tajcing k what information you have, should you say that 
one-half, or two-thirds of the whole importation of foreigners 
into China is surreptitious? I should say that it is very likely 
that one-half may be surreptitious, taking the value, not the* 
bulk, because it is, the most valuable articles ip proportion to 
their bulk which are the most likely to be smuggled. Bulky 
articles, such as raw cotton, can hardly be the subjects of smug- 
gling. 

481. You have spoken of the Company's Factory making 
what you call a stand upon certain occasions ; in what way is 
that stand made? is it by abstaining from dealing and trading? 
—Tile Company turned upon the Chinese their own favourite 
weapon. The Chinese had a mode of resorting to the stoppage 
of all communication; and in the the year 1814 the Company, 
wit'b very r eat effdbt, t.ri^d the same measure upon the Chinese, 
and found it perfectly successful. * 

, 485. That is to say, the Qhinese were not able to w ithstand 

the abstaining from trading with them for any length of time? 
r-rThey gave up the point at last. 

480. You threatened the stopping of the trade, and that 
threat brought them tp theil- senses ?—The measure of stopping 
the trade gained for the Company all the points for which they • 
contended. 

487. Can you state how long the trade wa,s stopped upon 
that occasion?—! have not the dates in niy recollection; kut it 
was for a considerable period. 

I 1 t 

488. Did that stand, vyliich you represent to have been made, 
create any considerable distress in China?—No, it could not 
produce much distress among the peclple for the time ; but it 
produced considerable embarrassment to the government, from 
the delay of the duties. It gained for the Company twoor 
three most important immunities and rights. Wlmong the irrP 
munities may be stated, that of excmp£jpn frdnv inquisitorial 
visitations from the Clnnese Mandarins at the Factory. They 
had been lately subject ft) every kind of insult in that w^y, 
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and they gained an exemption from it. With regard to the 22 Feb. 1S:$0. 

privileges which they gaiued, the most important one was that - 

of direct communication with the government in the Written J 
character of the country, under sealed cover, and without any Es ’ 1 ' 
interference on the part of the Hong merchants. 

489. Are the Committee to understand, that prior to the 
year 1814, the period at which the stand was made, the (Com¬ 
pany carried on their trade without the privilege to which you 
attach so much importance, of communicating directly in the 
Chinese character ?—No, they did not altogether; but it had 
been frequently disputed ; and it was in the year 1814 that the 
Chinese particularly endeavoured to deprive them of it. They 
contended for the retention of this privilege, and gained a final 
confirmation of it in writing. 

490. How,many gentlemen are there in the Factory that can 
speak Chinese ?—Perhaps half a dozen. 

. 491. Sufficiently to hold conversation with the natives ?—1 

should think so ; and some of them to write the character. 

492. Were you in any provinces where tl\e tea is cultivated ? 

—Lord Amherst’s embassy did not pass through the principal 
tea provinces, which are Fokien and Tche-Kiang. We passed, 
however, through some where it is partially cultivated. 

493. Are not the provinces where the tea is cultivated, very 
populous districts ?—Very populous. 

494. Js it not cultivated by a great number of small proprie¬ 
tors ?—l should think that nearly all the landed proprietors 
in China must be small, from the mode in which property 
descends. They have, I believe, s'vnethifig like 'flic law of 
descents in France, which generally divides the property pretty 
nearly among the children, and therefore the cultivators must. 
cortie gradually to be persons of small property. 

495. Is ntft it cultivated rather by what we should call cb.t- 
tagers in gardens, than upon a great scald?—I should think the 
immediate cultivators are persons of small property; but the 
tea-men, as they arc called, those who employ the cultivators 
in performance of the contracts made at Canton, are {arsons 
of generally large capital. 

496. Altogether, <Jo yog think there is any considerable po¬ 

pulation engaged in the cultivation of teas?—It must neces¬ 
sarily be sb in the production of the commodity, bqcause the 
manufacture of tea necessarily involvbs so large a quantity ol 
human labour. , , 

497. Did you gver bear any estimate how many millions were 
supported*by that trade?—No; all our statistical inlorniation 
'-(mil regard to,China must be very vague indeed. 

498. Can* ydu statp.what intermediate contractors there are 
between the pultivat^rs of the tea-plant £nd the Hong merchant ? 

.-—The intermediate contractors are C&lled die tea-men, who at 
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the commencement of every year, about the month of February, 
make their arrangements with the Hong merchants, in reference 
to the supply of the succeeding season. 

499. You are understood to say, that the persons whom you 
call the tea-men gb into the country and buy the tea of the 
small proprietors, but they are not the advancers of the capital 
which, is required for the cultivation of this tea?—I must 
repeat, that all our knowledge of details in the interior of China 
must be extremely vague; and what I have said as to the small¬ 
ness of individual property, in reference to those cultivators, is 
in fact chiefly a surmise of my own, deduced from the mode of 
descent in China. 


500. To what do you ascribe the circumstance, that the 

Factory know so little of the interior of the country ?—Because 
they are confined to a small corner of the empire, and their 
knowledge cannot be so great as if they had access to several 
points of it. , 

501. Do you suppose that those with whom you deal pur¬ 
posely keep you in ignorance, or that they themselves are 
unable to acquaint you ?—I believe the Chinese themselves are 
generally ignorant of statistical matters; they either have not 
the curiosity, or they do not possess the means of informing 
themselves. 

502. How long has the trade in British manufactures'“been 
a losing trade on the part of the Company ?—I think the re¬ 
turns will show for a very considerable period- 

503. You know that fact from having seen the accounts ?— 

Yes. ^ % # 

504. Have you any doubt of it ?—I have no doubt that they 
• have lost in the long-run ver^. considerably. 

505. Does it continue to be a losing trade, or has it improved 
ftv that" respect?—I fancy that the Company have? got a more 
fair return for some of their articles of importation, in conse¬ 
quence of having dirriinished the quantity. The prices have 
experienced very great depression at Canton, in consequence . 
of the importations of the Americans. 

506. Would not that circumstance have continued the depres¬ 

sion of your profits rather than have increased the prices,?—I 
would not say that the ( Company have gained more , but that they 
have lost less, in consequence of finding it necessary to diminish 
the supply. >• 

50T. Have the Factory always considered it as a losing 
trade, which was Carried on rather to satisfy tlje people of Eng¬ 
land than for any profit to be derived from it ?—Decidedly; 
and I would add, that the quantity imported by*the Ameri6£n» 
has not been more tfian about one-ftnirth of t.he quantity 
imported by the Company and their officers, for the reason 1 - 
have already stated^—that the officers can afford to import 
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British manufactures at a cheaper rate, and that the Company 22 Ft>b. mo. 
have submitted* to Josses which cannot be expected from '— 

private merchants, from any feeling of regard for the tnanufac- '' ^ & am > 
turerg of the goods. s<i ' 

508. Of course, as this lias been a losing trade, you have not 
felt /ourselves bound to extend it ?—We have extended it, and 
in fact kept it up to a point which private merchants could’ not 
have kept it to, in consequence of our influence over the mer¬ 
chants, causing them to ta*ke the goods, though they lost by 
some of them. 

509. 'Of course, therefore, the merchants that are forced to 
take the goods, must put that loss upon some other part of their 
dealing with the Company ?—Possibly upon the teas. Such a 
trade as that cannot be considered as advantageous to the 
Company; but the Company have, I believe, continued it to a 
certain extent, in deference to public opinion, or rather in con¬ 
sequence of the public clamour. 

510. Do you suppose that the American vtlio has carried on 
that trade has been induced to do it from any other circumstance 
than finding it profitable ?—I believe it will be shown that the 
American importations have fallen off lately; and, in fact, the 
great bulk of their importations has been in bullion; and I con¬ 
clude that, if they had found the trade in woollens profitable, it 
would have been much more extensive than it has been, yz'je. 
one-fourth of the Company’s. 

511. Have you not every reason to suppose that that portion 
which they do carry on, whatever it may be, trust be profitable? 

—I should argue that it was not profitable, from the fact that 
very large failures and ruin have attended the American trade. 

512. Have you any other facts to'provc that, except the pas¬ 
sage you referred to in the President’s speech ?—Merely that . 
sort of knowledge which one gains in conversation and by 
reading. 

513. If it can he shown to you in evidence, that the Ameri¬ 
can is making a profit of from 20 to 30 per cent, upon manufac¬ 
tures sent out, while the Company have, according to your own 
statement, been* carrying on generally a losing trade in this 
article’of manufacture,* would it not be a satisfactory proof to 
you that the (private trader has kad some better means < of dis¬ 
posing of Ms goods than the Company’s Factory ?—Certainly, 
in relation to that particular article; the thing speqks for itself. 

514. You state, that great advantage is derived in the China 
trade from I&xge ships in preference to small ones. Supposing 
a private trade to exist to China, is it not to be presumed that 
the individuals, w&o carrjed on that trdde fof their own benefit 
would select the sort oPihips which carrion on the trade to the 
best advantage 1 ?—That is quite a speculative question, and I 
cannot speak to the result of the experiment. 
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515. Are you aware whether the Americans have increased 
the size of their ships lately ?—I am not aware of that. 

516. Do not $e Dutch and other European states also carry 
on some trade with China ?—The Dutch have had three or four 
ships in China within the last three or four years. 

517. Do they act through a factory, or in what manner do 

they* transact their business ?—They have lately established a 
consulate. , 

518. - Do not those who trade between Holland and China 
carry on their business at the place, without any particular con¬ 
trol from any company or factory?—Iam not exactly aware 
that they are under any particular control, beyond that exer¬ 
cised by their consul. 

519. Have they, within your recollection, got>into any diffi¬ 
culties with the Chinese authorities or government ?—It is only 
very lately that they have resumed their trade they were thrown 
out of by the war, and they have only resumed it lately ; in 
fact, displaced the? Americans in the supply of'Holland. 

520. Are you aware that the Dutch formerly carried on all 

their trade through the Dutch East-Xndia Company ?—I believe 
they did. * 

521. Have you heard from the merchants, or from apy per¬ 
sons carrying on that trade at present, any expression ol 
opinion, that the trade was now carrying on to any .disadvan¬ 
tage in consequence of its being open and free ?—rl believe 
tfyere is something like an association in Holland, at present, 
for carrylhg on tire China trade, if I am rightly informed. 

522. Are you aware that, though it is an association, it is a 
free association, and it is open to any private persons to make 
q similar one ?—It is; but very little inference can be drawn 
from the Dutch China trade, it being so very recent. 

523. But you are not aware of any difficulty arising from its 
present freedom ?—No specific difficulty; they compete with 
other foreigners at Canton. 

524. Do you know any thing about Cochin China ?—Very 
little. 

525. Do yob know whether any trade is carried on by indi¬ 
viduals with Cochin‘China ?«— I think an attempt ivas made .by 
some Americans, which proved an utter failure. F read some¬ 
thing about in the Edinburgh Review, or in the Quarterly, 
three or four years back. 

526. Has any attempt been made cm the ?>art ofjthe Factory, 
to ascertain whether they could increase the commercial voli¬ 
tions with Cochin Ghina, *or any of those countries to which we 
have little access?—-3Ln attempt was niarile by the British Fac-„ 
tory, in the person of Mr. Roberts, man^ years ago, under the 
auspices of the Supreme Government, but it proved a failuie. 
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527. How many years ago was that?—I cannot state, but it 
was considerably previous to my entering the service. 

528. Was it a mere trading attempt, or wa&ut an attempt to 
establish some relation between the governnronts ?—It was, I 
believe, an attempt to establish a trade. 

5$9. You stated that the Chinese felt a peculiar jealousy 
towards the English, from their neighbourhood in Nepaul and 
in Ava. Have any circumstances occurred, witliin your know¬ 
ledge, which led you to suppose that, or is it merely a surmise 
of your own ?—I think that an edict of the Emperor at about 
the commencement of the Burmese war, tended to prove that 
the Chinese were aware of such a contest having commenced, 
and that they had turned their attention towards their frontier 
in that quarter. , , 

530. Was tliere any thing in the proclamation, or in what 
occurred at the period, which proved at all distinctly that the 
'Chinese government connected the operations in Ava with the 
British at Canton?—They cannot be ignorant that the British 
nation is concerned in both places. 

531. Then you imagine that they were aware that the same 
nation which was engaged in hostile operations near their 
western frontier, was connected with the Factory of merchants 
subsisting at Canton ?—I should certainly think that they could 
not be ignorant of that; and I know very well that they are fully 
awaije of "the existence of our influence in Nepaul; for a Chinese 
general was either seen or heard of as being very near, by some 
,of our public functionaries, about the time of the Nepaul war. 

,532. Are you led to suppose that they connect the operations 
in Ava and Nepaul with the Factory at Canton ?—I think their 
pride would prevent their making iuch admissions to us; but I 
feel perfectly pertain that they must be aware of our encjroach-^ 
merit upon them on those two points. 

533. Are they aware that the persons who compose the Bri¬ 
tish Factory at Canton belong to the same nation ?—They cer¬ 
tainly have never told us in so many words. 

534. Has any thing ever occurred which leads you to con¬ 
clude that theydistinctly connect the British Factory with the 
proceedings in Nepaul and ’ Ava ?—Circumstances have occur¬ 
red, as alraady stated, which* make me* feel quite certain of 
their knowing that those who encroached upon them* towards 
Nepaul and in Ava were the British, and they must connect 
them with the British in Canton. 

535. Yoj| stated that the Chinese are incapable of distin¬ 
guishing foreigners at Canton ; how comes it, then, that they 
distinguish sq particularly, in the c£tse of *the British Factory, 
its connexion with thole operations on their frontier in another 
quarter?—They canfiot fail to know 4nat Ihere are such flags 
ami such nations as Americans and English ; and they cannot. 
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22 Feb. 1830. of course, fail to know who are the English authorities at Can¬ 
ton, and who are not the English authorities. - 

536. Then, in point of fact, they do make a distinction 
between the difwrent nations of foreigners ?—If they did not 
make any distinction, they could not treat one better than 
another. They are not capable of making such nice distinctions 
as w,e make; for we can tell an American by his mere accent. 

537. Then you mean that they cannot distinguish between 
individuals ?—Certainly. 

538. You stated that the American trade has been a declin¬ 
ing one; for what length of time has it been declining ?—I 
cannot go very nicely into details, but they are before the Com¬ 
mittee. 


539. It appears by the returns now before the Committee, 

that with the exception of the years 1826 and 1827, it has been 
an increasing trade ?—In amount ; but in tonnage it has dimi¬ 
nished: and if the amount has remained nearly the samei 
while the tonnage has diminished, 1 would ascribe it to this 
circumstance, that they have given up bringing manufactures , 
which occupy a large space, and brought bullion , which occu¬ 
pies a small One; that they have moreover diminished their 
purchases of tea, which occupies a large space, and bought 
silks, which occupy a smaller one in proportion to the value. I 
began, however, with stating that the documents will be a bet¬ 
terauthority than I am. „ 

540. Are you acquainted with the actual amount of Ameri¬ 
can imports and exports for any one year ?—I only speak with 
reference*to those 4 documents which I have examined. 

541. Are you aware of the way in which the duties are paid 
by American merchants upon goods brought from the east of 
tjie Cape of Good Hope ?—I have understood that the Ame¬ 
rican government gave the traders a year's credit* for the duties 
they had to pay; and that the trade existed to an unnatural 
extent, in consequence of‘the credits arising from this custom. 
That the American government has been obliged to resort tc 
some remedy for its losses. 

542. Has the falling off in the American trade been in that 
with China, or with India ?—I speak with reference to the. docu¬ 
ments which I have peen relating to China. 

543. Do you know jhe actual amount of trade ,’n the years 
1826 and 1827?—I have an account, I think, of 1828-9, which 
exhibits six millions and a halCof dollars. 

544. You state that in your travels in China you have per¬ 
ceived British manufactures in the interior of ChiRa; ca^you 
state any particular* place where you saw them; at Pekin, lor 
instance?—No ; it wt^s only in the neighbourhood of Canton. 
We, in fact, becapie sfc^sible of our appnoach to„Canton by the* 
recurrence of shops containing British manufacturer. „ . 
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545. Was it solely in the province in which Canton was 22 Feb. 1830. 
situated, that you saw British manufactures exposed for sale ? •p~T)avix 
—I cannot speak to that; but it was only in the southern part ' £ X[ av>Sy 
of the empire. In fact, the recurrence of such goods was more 

frequent in proportion as we approached Canton. 

546. You stated, that it had been the earnest endeavour of 
the Company's Factory at Canton to extend their trade, iS pos¬ 
sible, but that they had been unable to do it ?—■They have cer¬ 
tainly extended their trade *vcry much in tea. 

547. Were you at Canton in September 1828?-—I was. 

548. Did you hear that a ship called the Merope had returned 
to Canton after having been a voyage as high up as to Ningpo, 
having made a very profitable voyage, and converted the whole 
of her cargo to a very large extent into specie ?; —It,must have 
been entirely Surreptitious, if she did; and I judge that her cargo 
was opium. 

• 549. Do you conceive that such a thing would be possible ? 

—I should sayyery improbable, until the fact spoke for itself. 

From surmise, I should say it was a thing that could not easily 
occur; but that by smuggling a ship might manage to introduce 
goods in that way. 

550. You have stated, that the Chinese government have 

issued, many edicts against smuggling; have those edicts been 
carried into force or not?—They certainly have, to the utpiost 
capability of the weak Chinese government. I would say that 
they have rather shown the hostility of the Chinese government 
to the system, than that they have been very effective in sup¬ 
pressing it. * 

551. Do you consider that smuggling has been decreased by 

them, or the contrary ?—I should ray that the weak and ill-orga¬ 
nized government of China cannot follow up its edicts by a cor¬ 
responding effectiveness; and they have probably, in a great* 
measure, proved unavailing. : 

552. You stated, that the Americans laboured under disad¬ 
vantages in their intercourse with Chinese; what inconvenience 
can you state ever to have arisen from the intercourse between 
the Americans, carried on as it is, and the Hong merchants?— 

They* have suffered vpry severe distress and misfortune, in the 
case of a homicide, from their want of union. 

" 553. in ilieir commercial transactions, to what disadvantages 
are they subject?—I should simjdy argue, from the ruin of Ame¬ 
rican houses engaged in Chinese commerce, that the commerce 
has been a losing qne. 

5£4. ThSh you have no reason to suppose that there is any 
difficulty whatever in the Americans carrying on their transactions 
with the Chinese in Chiton, but only thaUhe result of the trade 

* is probably a losing cw»e ?— A great mqjty inconveniences. They 
capnot make their grievances known to the government. 
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from that ?—Yes; I have known individuals attempt to comrau- 
J *Es?* CV ' S ’ nicate ^eir grievances in the written character, and the docu- 
ment which contained that character was returned to them 
unopened. c 

556. Has their trade ever been interrupted .in their transactions 
with*the Hong merchants ?—Very much indeed, in the year 
1821 . 

557. Has there been any other case besides that?—Yes; I 
believe that very considerable delay has arisen from the prices 
demanded for the teas not being suited to the Americans, and 
they have been obliged to hold back for long periods. 

558. In those cases have the Hong'merchants yielded ?—^-It 
was not w.'th the Hong merchants that they have generally dealt, 
but principally with unlicensed people, contrary To the regula¬ 
tions of the government. Of course they have dealt with the 
Hong merchants occasionally, as well as'with the others. 

559. In the casds to which you allude, in which, as you say, 
a sort of stand has been made, have the Americans generally 
obtained the tea at their own prices, or have they been obliged 
to come to the prices of the Chinese ?—I should think they 
must have given in, in most cases; but I cannot speak with the 
same correctness to the transactions regarding the Americans 
an(| Chinese as I can with regard to our own transactions. 

560. When the East-India Company ship a quantity of 

woollens to China, do they send you an invoice of thoSfe goods ? 
—'They do. t . 

561. Do they add to that the charges of freight, &c. as in a 

common mercantile transaction ?—It is all calculated in the 
invoice. * * 

' 562. And then you turn that over into the' money of the 

country ?—Yes, and 'endeavour to get the best price we can. 

563. Do you turn.it ov& at the current exchange, or at the 
6 i‘. 8 d. ?—We turn it over at 65 . 8 d. a tale. 

564. Is 6 s. 8 d. the current exchange?—It is the value 
which has been settled for many years. 

565. How far does that calculation erf 65 . Set. vary frdhi the 

real rate of exchange within <your knowledge ?-rTbe rate.of 
exchange at Canton, ip the case of the dollar, haw been very 
fluctuating since I have been*in the country, and has fallen 
sindfe the waF. 0 

566. Supposing you turn over the invoice amount of goods 

into tales at the rate of 6 $. 8 d. } and the current exchangers 
cither above or belwv that, must it not give y§u a false result ? 
—The exchange of hollars is Only withtfregard to the dealings 
of foreigners at arid foreigners elsewhere. It has 

nothing to do with the value of silver among the Chinese. The 
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fluctuations in the value of the dollar have had nothing to do 22 Feb. 1830 
with the value of■silver on the spot among the Chinese themselves. 

567. How do you sell the woollens ; for so many tales or so 
many, dollars ?—The woollens are generally s^kl in tales. 

568. Which are carried to the credit of the East-India Fac¬ 
tory’s account, at the rate of 65 . 8 d. ?—Yes. 

569. Whatever be thereal rate of tales at the time?—The value 
of the goods in dollars is foupd by turning over their price in talcs 
into dollars. I still say that the fluctuations in the value.of the 
dollar can have no reference to the value of money among the 
Chinese; they are simply in reference to the exchange with 
the countries to whom those foreigners wish to remit the dollars: 
it is an affair entirely between the European in China and the 
European in Europe, or elsewhere; they have no.reference 
whatever to thfe value of the money among the natives. 

570. How do you get at the profit and loss on these woollens, 

Decause the woollens are sold in tales ; how do you turn those 
tales over into English money?—The tale & a nominal value ; 
there is no coin of that kind; it is a weight of silver, and not 
a coin. 

571. Why do you say, that the tale varies in value?—The 
value of money must necessarily vary among the Chinese ; but 
the fluctuations in the exchange of the dollar at Canton have 
no reference whatever to the fluctuations in the value of mcvicy 
among ths Chinese. 

572. Are not those woollens always sold for so much money ? 

T—They are sold nominally in tales. , « ’ 

373. Without any reference to the return in tea?—Certainly; 
it is not a barter transaction. 

57A. Are they generally sold to different people ?—They arc 
sold to all the Hong merchants, in the same proportion in which', 
those Hong merchants receive our woollens. The supply of 
tea, on the part of the Hong merchant, is proportioned to the 
quantity of our manufactures which he talers from us : and that 
is the inducement to him to take our manufactures; because 
the more he takes of our goods the more we take of his tea. 

The tea is a gaining transaction to him. 

575? So that, although ndt really a barter, it is in effect a 
barter?—^ 0 ,; because we take .much more of tea than we sell 
of manufactures. 1 

576. Do you buy tea of any parties to whom you do not ^ell 

woollens?—No; we buy tea of all the Hong,merchants, and 
we sell manufactures to all the Hong merchants, The quantity 
which, they take of the manufactures bears a proportion to the 
quantity of their contract teas. . * f 

577. Are the prices 0 ? the contract teavhigher or lower gene¬ 
rally than that wf the tea which is bouglft upoh the spot ? —The 
quality is superior, an$ therefore the price is higher. 
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Mortis, 23 ° die Febniarii , 1830 . 

CHARLES MARJORIBANKS, Esq, again called in and 

examined. 

578. Can you state the prime cost of the different sorts of tea 
per pound paid by the Company, in any given year, at Canton ? 
—I cannot state from recollection ; but the Company’s books 
from China will distinctly show it. The common price of 
contract congo teas, which forms thfe bulk of the investment, is 
25, 26, 27, 28, and 30 tales per pecul; that is, I33£lbs. 

579. How is that price settled; is that according to the mar¬ 
ket price at Canton, or according to a contract ?—There arc 
three-fifths of the Company’s congo teas which are contracted for 
with the Hong merchants in the previous season to the season 
in which they are delivered; and two-fifths of the congo teas con¬ 
sist of old teas which are purchased at the conclusion of the season. 
These teas are contracted for by the Hong merchants with the tea 
merchants, the particular descriptions of teas that the Company 
require being described to them. Upon the arrival of those 
teas in Canton they are subjected to every possible scrutiny 
which is supposed to be desirable, to ascertain their quality, 
when the prices given for them are established. 

580. Upon what rule are the prices established ?—Upon 'the 
quajity of the teas, founded on the reports of the tea inspectors. 

581. Is that with reference to the price in the market at Can¬ 
ton ?—Not in the case of the contract teas. 

582. Ffif what ^length of time are the contracts generally, 

entered into ?—The contracts are concluded with the Hong 
merchants in the month of March for teas to be delivered in the 
ensuing season. • 

r - 583* Is it then an annual contract?—It is annually made. 

' 584. Are there considerable variations in the contract from 
year to year ?—The amoui\t quantity varies according to the 
varying demand; the'prices are not fixed until the teas are de¬ 
livered. 

585. Then is it a matter of agreement between the tea in¬ 

spectors and the Hong merchants what the price of the tea 
shall be in each‘year ?—Not at all, ' It is^a matter of agreement 
between - the Company’s Select®Commi ttee and the Hmg mer¬ 
chants. ' The reports of the tea inspectors are mad^ to the Se¬ 
lect Committee: the members* of that Select Committee are 
present in the Tea Hall where those examinations take place; 
they hear the reports of the tea inspectors, and are principally 
guided by their reports: but the tea inspector has nothing what¬ 
ever to do with the settlement of the price of teh; that rests en¬ 
tirely with the Committee. * " 

586. The settlexientSrf the price of flba is amannual settle¬ 
ment ?—It is an annual settlement, so far, that I think I staked 
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that for the teas of a certain quality and certain description, 23 Fob 1H3(). 
certain prices wese given. Those prices were not determined ^ 
according to the character of the tea given by the Hong mer- ' ar 'l^ • " 
chant, but according to the real character which it was found to 
deserve after inspection. * 

587. * Are those thfc contract teas ?—The contract teas, and 
every tea that comes in the Company’s investment; the pfiec 
of that is not established by any old standard, but by the real 
merits of the tea itself. 

588. Is that an annual settlement; and do the prices, in 
point of fact, vary much from year to year ?—The prices do 
vary, 

589. Do they vary considerably from year to jtear 3—They 
so far vary, that* in some seasons we have a very good supply ol 
teas, and in other seasons an inferior supply; and in those 
stUsons, of course, the price paid for them is less. 

590. Can you give an instance of the variation from year to 
year ?—No, I cannot charge my recollection; I should be sorry 
to speak to any thing which can be shown so much more accu¬ 
rately by printed statements. 

591. I,)o you mean that there is an invariable price for best, 

an invariable price for moderate, an invariable price for the in¬ 
ferior sort pf tea, and that the only variation in the price is ac¬ 
cording to the proportion which the best, the moderate, and the 
inferior bear to each other when they are brought in£—If J, 
w&re to endeavour to give the characters of the teas employed 
in China, I believe they would not be intelligible to this Com¬ 
mittee. The terms employed are fqund useful in rating the 
qualities of the teas, and the teas that arc found to deserve those 
characters are placed under them, and the prices given for them 
are according to the quality which it is found the tea really 
possesses. • 

592. Do you mean to say that there is an invariable price 

paid year by year for the same quality ot tea, or that the same 
quality may one year with another fluctuate in its price ?—lhat 
applies to some of the teas, but not to all. * 

593. Wlfoydu state to what tefts that docs not apply?*-The 
question is in some respects complex ; as the teas which are 
purchased as winter teas are received by different standards 
from the teas which arc purchased under contract. Those 
general ques^ons do not apply to the tea investment 

• generally. , , * 

594. Can yoixgive the ^Committee the names of the teas, and 
the average amount of .the teas which arjjfsubject to that con- 
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23 Feb. 1830. tract, and which are excluded from it ?— Congo as well as twankay 
teas. The part of the investment consisting of contract congo 
C Marpinbanks, is about X 20,000 chests annually. 

595. What is the quality of the congo tea ?—It is a remarkably 

good black tea. But congo is a general term; there are several 
different classes of congo. ' 

596. What may be the average export of congo tea from 
Canton on the part of the Company ?—Upwards of 200,000 

* chests. But this is not all contract congo; there is a good deal 
of that winter congo. 

597. What proportion would the winter congo bear to the 
contract congo ?—The winter purchases of the Company '.are, 
I think, from, 90,000 to 100,000 chests. 

598. With respect tobohea, what proportion does the contract 
tea of the sort called bohea bear to the winter bohea ?—There 
is no winter bohea. The bohea tea is a lower description of tea, 
which is used as ii flooring for the Company’s ships ; the pro¬ 
portion of that to the general investment is very small. I am 
unwilling to state the proportion, unless I could state it perfectly 
accurate ; but it is proportionably small. 

599. Is not the bohea tea commonly estimated at about 9 d. a 
pound in the prime cost ?—We buy it at from 14 to 17 tales a 
petul. 

COO. What is the price of congo tea paid by the Company ? 

At. Resent tl} v e Company’s price is at 25, 26, 27, 28, and 30 
tales per pecul. *- 

, 601. Do you speak of the tale at 65. 8 <£?—I speak with re¬ 

ference to the conventiondi value of the tale at 6 s. 8 d. 5 but 1 
do not consider the tale to have that value. I should say, in 
explanation of the \<alue of a tale, that I believe if a tale weight 
of dollar silver were melted down, and 6s. of English money 
were also melted down, that they would yield nearly equal 
parts of pure silver ; which, according to that estimate, would 
not give the tale at more than 6 a\ as compared with English 
money. 

602. Can you state the proportion that the port charges at 
Canton would bear upon a pBcul of bohea tea ?-*—1 cannot 
from recollection. 

‘603. Can you state at whal rate bohea tea is put up here ?— 
I only know from the papers before Parliament; I have no per¬ 
sonal experience of the India-House sales. W*jh respect to 
the prices of congo te% I may state that irw the year f»25 the 
Company’s prices' vof congo teas were reduced one tale per 
pecul upon every cl^ss of teas; and result of that wasp a 
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saving upon the Company’s investment of about £20,000 sterling 23 Fel>. 
per annum. —— 

. _ _ C.Mar/oi thunk s, 

604'. Did the same reduction in price take place in other 
teas ;-bohea for instance ?—Not at that periotj. 

603. Subsequently did a fall in price take place in boliea 
teas ?—The price has varied, but I do not remember the prpeise 
variation. 

606. Can you state the prime cost of souchong tea?—30, 32, 

34, 36, 38, 40 tales per pecul. 

607. Are there any copies kept of the accounts sent home 
by the Select Committee ?—All accounts with reference to the 
Company’s purchases are regularly sent home. 

i » 

608. Can ytm state what the Canton charges consist of?— 

The charges for the establishment of the Factory, the Factory 
rent, the wages of Chinese in the Company employ, and there 
are certain charges on merchandise which filter also to some 
amount into these charges, boat-hire to carry teas to the ships, 
linguist’s fees, marking Company’s chests, Ac. 

609. Can you state the.amount of them in any one 3 T ear ?—I 
think the charges I speak of generally amount to about 100,000 
dollars.* 

610. Is not the tea taken from the Hong merchants, ftho 

receive English goods in return, upon certain shares of which 
the Ilong merchants have a certain quantity?—The Company’s 
business is divided into twenty-one scares, •which a A appor¬ 
tioned differently amongst the different Hong merchants. The 
quantities of teas supplied by them upon contract is in propor¬ 
tion So those shares. * 

611. Are not the English manufactured goods, which they 
receive in return, also apportioned in certain shares ?—With 
the greater part of the woollens that Is the case. 

612. Is it the fact, then, that each merchant who has a certain 

proportion of this trade delivers a certain quantity of tea, and 
receives a certain quantity of gqods ?—No, I did not state it in 
those ferms. * * 

*613. Otby^ou give the Comrftittee an account of tbje share 
which any one individual has had in furitishing tea to the Com¬ 
pany ?—I can state what jhe shaifes of the merchants are. The 
senior merchant has four of the twenty-one scares, the next 
four in succ^sion hhve three, and the remaining two merchants 
have TAvo and a half shares each. 

614. What 4s Che amount of a share ?—It depends upon the 
'extent of the investments. / y 
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1'3 Feb 1830. 61.5. Is it equally divided according to the investment of the 

~r year?—The Company’s business is divided into twenty-one 

( .M a r]ou[>anh, s ] larcs> apportioned as I have stated. 

G16. Do the Hpng merchants that furnish this tea all of 
them receive a certain quantity of woollens or other articles 
imported by the Company into Canton ?—No; all the imports 
are not regulated in the same way. They have received the 
greater proportion of Company’s woollens according to their 
: shares for a distinct and decided reason, that the merchants 
have always complained that the woollens which they have 
received have been no gain to them, and on some occasions a 
loss: therefore it has been considered equitable that the mer¬ 
chants who have the largest portion ofi the teas received from 
them, shquld Jake in return the largest proportion of British 
manufactured goods. 4 

617. In point of fact, each individual having a share of the 
tea trade docs receive a certain proportion of woollens from the 
Company?—He receives his proportion according to the pro¬ 
portions I have stated. 

618. In the settlement of the account between the Company 

and those individuals so furnishing a portion of the tea and re¬ 
ceiving a portion of woollens, how is it conducted?—It is con¬ 
ducted upon the same principle as other mercantile transactions. 
The merchants, ■who deliver more in value than they receive, 
have the balance paid to them. i ‘ 

*619. But the o»e, as far as it goes, is set off* against the other? 
—Not always: generall/speaking it is so. There have been 
sometimes importations on the Company’s account at the period 
when no teas have been received. Of course, the merchants 
jvlio have received the goods as imported would be required 
" to pay the amount value of them into the Company’s trea¬ 
sury. 

620. In all those cases in which there have been accounts on 
both sides between the Hong merchants and the supercargoes 
and woollens, a balance is struck between them, estimating the 
woollens at a given price, and the tea at a given price?—1 
scarcely understand the question!. Thfe trade, in cases where 
goods a^e received ahd delivered, is conducted on r-in#ar prin¬ 
ciples to those applying to mercantile transacti6ns all over 
the .world—the debtor and creditor account is settled between 
the parties. 

c 

621. In what way is the value of the woollens vetimated by 
the supercargoes ?—^They receive information as to prices‘of the 
woollens in the markets of China from jjhe Hotig«merchants, as 
well as from othei^ soirees which are opsn to them. Thought 
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the Company s servants are confined in their commercial trans- 23 Feb. 1830. 
actions to the Hong merchants, their ears are open to informa- — 
tion fro in every quarter which may be considered one of intelli- c -^ a "l‘ m . l,antcs > 
gence. They are aware of the state of the China market for 
woollens and any other description of goods. * 

622. Is the valde of woollens settled by the Select Com¬ 
mittee upon such evidence as they obtain?—It is adjusted be¬ 
tween them and the Hong merchants. The Hong merchants 
have frequently been required to receive woollens, when they 
have made very serious objections to it. 

623. Are any of those woollens ever sold by the Company to 
any other parties than tjie Hong merchants ?—I think not. A 
small experimental consignment of some goods may, upon some 
occasion, have, been sold to some other person, *but the com¬ 
mercial transactions of the Company in buying and selling are 
confined to the Hong merchants. 

624. Then it, follows, that the price settled between the 
supercargoes and the Hong merchants must be a price which is 
obtained from information about the market, and not from 
actual dealings in the market on the part of the supercargoes?— 

The supercargoes do not'go into the retail market to sell the 
cloth, but they receive information from every source which is 
open to them, and according to their information they are 
guided in,the adjustment of prices. 1 believe the supercargoes 
have equpl means of obtaining general information in China 
with other persons. 

625. The fact being, that it is a sale^by one party possessing 
a monopoly to another party possessing a monopoly ?—That is 
a quqstion which involves the word Monopoly, to which different 
persons give different significations. The Company’s is a mo¬ 
nopoly in some respects and not in others^ 

626. In what respect is the Company’s trade with China not 
a monopoly?—British ships from every port in Asia are per¬ 
mitted to arrive in China. Ihe Company have allowed British 
merchants to remain in China, with and without the diplomas of 
foreigq consuls ;*they have giver\every encouragement to British 
commerce in China. There are very numerous instances which 
can be o^atod, where the Company has Aot what is palled a 
monopoly in an invidious sense of the word. I conceive, under 
the protection of the Company>»the British trade, generally at 
Canton has originated and has been preserved. , 

j 

62 ( 7, Thc.fl, so far as the free trade is concerned, is there not 
a monopoly on the part of the East-Inch^ Company for the 
export of teas tb all ptrts of the British possessions ?—There 
are powers vested in 5he Company by .gets qf the Legislature, 
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23 Feb. 1830. to trade exclusively from the dominions of the Emperor of 
- 7 -* China in tea. The Company, however, give-tea licences to 
CMarjontmnfo, C0lin try ships, which proceed to different ports in Asia, to carry 
' s<t ' teas there for the consumption of those ports: in these, New 
South Wales is included. I may state, with regard to the word 
“ monopoly,” that since I have been acquainted with Chipa, 1 
haveeiever known a Company’s servant there to show the least 
wish unnecessarily to restrict the limits of British commerce, or 
to interfere with the fair trader, as long as he conducted himself 
in a manner that could not endanger the general trade in 
Canton. 

G28. By whom are the licences to export tea from Canton to 
India given ?—By the Select Committed. 

• < 

629. Is not also the furnishing woollens to tfne Hong mer¬ 
chants a trade exclusively in the hands of the Company, in so 
far as that can be carried on by Britons?—No; they allow then 
captains and officer to import woollens into China, and I know 
no prohibition against their being imported into China in 
country ships. 

630. Is not there a prohibition of the export of woollens?—I 
do not understand the question. 

« 

6 fU. Is it not the fact that they were prohibited by the Eng¬ 
lish law ?-T am not accurately acquainted with the .provisions 
of the English law. I do not imagine that the Company ever 
exercise j^ny powe^r which is not vested in them by the Legisla¬ 
ture. I do not rememfeer that their representatives in China 
interfered in the importations of private ships. 

632. Can you state the*'amount of tonnage allowed to the 

officers of the East-India Company to export goods from 
England or India to Canton ?—I can only speak from recollec¬ 
tion of what can be much more accurately shown by documents; 
but I think the Company allow their officers two-fifths of the 
ships’ tonnage upon their own account, from port to port iri 
India. I do not remember the precise amount of tonnage 
granted to the commanders of direct ships; but the Company’s 
direct ships rarely go out with full cargoes; and no refusdl is, 1 
believe, given by th» Company to officers exporting j^y goo t ds 
upon tlieir own account, which they may be desirous of 
doing. f ** ^ 

633. Can voirstate the actual price at whiph cloth of different 

descriptions was sold to the Ilong merchants, in* any ^ given 
year, by the supercargoes ?—1 must plead defect of memory 
on those subjects,* 'those statements ^nre aH regularly sent 
home. . \ 
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634. Can you furnish that statement to the*Committee?—I 
can do so. 

635. Have the Company exported any cotton-yarn to China 
within the last few years?—The exports'of cotton-yarn to 
Canton the year I left China had been very limited, lhe Com¬ 
pany exported cotton-yarn as an experimental consignment: but 
it was only within the last two years that it has been introduced 
into China. I may refer t\ie Committee to a general statement 
of British trade at Canton. I have here a Statement ol * British 
trade at the port of Canton for the year ending the SOth of June 
1828, which shows the precise amount of the trade on the Com¬ 
pany's and private account. 

♦ 

[The ‘witness delivered in the same.]' 
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Esq . 
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CORRECTED STATEMENT of the BRITISH TRADE at the 


IMPORTS 
on ac< ount of 
Option. Company. 


I 


I Tales. 

yards 431,816 553,650, 

pieces 1(10,080 578,750' 

. 6,000 39.0(H) 

.. 4,700 fW.ij*; 

. IS w 486, 

. 15,300 77,112; 

. 71 204; 

peculs 30,201 104,430,' 

-Lead. a. 30,246 124,472 

Tula 292,126 Cottons, Bengal . 39,336 86,312 798,554 

Do. Madras . 12,029 27,063 240,917 

Do. Bombay. 22,486 62,829 <121,725 

Sandalwood. billets 32,654 1,073 16,203 


Broadcloth.... bales 4,154 

i Long ells. 6,003 

. . I Worleys.... 300 

Imports remaining over Camlets ... 470 

Season 1026-7- Mohair camlets. 2 

Long ells . .talei 197,222 British calicoes . 612 

Worleys. 20,000 Blankets and scan's . 2 

Camlets . 68,904 British Iron 


Dollars. 


Imported by Country 
Ships, 1828-9: 

Cotton, Bengal, 

Hairs . 16,642 

l'rruls . 33,251 

Tales . 324,559| 

!(fe II.C. Ships: 

Cotton, Bengal 34,962 
I )o. Madras 387 
Do. Bombay 32,04S| 

I'rcul v 67,395 


3,253,649. 


, ( ON PRIVATE ACCOUNT: 

Cotton, Bengal.pee. 41,487 at 9 1 . 6 m. qvpgc. ts. 398,27* 

I)o. Madras. 307 — 9 1 . 5 . 3,676 

Do. Bombay.220,004 — p t, 2 7«... 2,103,709 


4,518,957 


Opium, Malwah .... eh. 3,080 at 1,165 drs. tp ch . drs. 3,649,0IH) 
-J Do. Patna and Benares 7,iyi — ],050. 7,593,096 

^wll.C.Sliips pec. 14,252 Pepper..pee. 14,252 at 7 drs. 

12,574 Rattans .14,614 — 5. . . 

21,566 Betel-nut. 31,800 — 2J. 

1,36(1 putchuck . 1,334 — 12 . 1 

142 Sharks' ilns... 2,030 — 18 . 

lOlibanum . 522 — <5. 

666 ,Blackwood. 7(>o — 6. 

1,455 Sandal wood . 5,150 — 20 . 

, , -rJl. vor y. 7f!2 — 80. 

l,l->8 Saltpetre. 1,200 — 5i... 

136, cloves. 196 — 60 . 

3,552 Flints ...'.. 3,552 — 2 . 

Catties 251 Amber, very inferior.catties 25 — 

lb mis 4,11(3)1 ron... nee. 4,188 — 

» ^d^lLead . 2,084 — 

•* 11 I ■ .... ». *«* ♦ . .. 3,011) — 

70,Speltre ...*'. 70 — 

. , (Broadcloth.yds. 25,725 — 

Dollars lR.iJOO'Woollens, various kinds. 

• 33,017 Cotton goods, British long cloth, &c.... 

♦Cotton Yarn .. per. 214 (invoice cost). 

[l’eails, estimated value . 

tlornelians, ditto... 

•8,400 Clocks and machinery, ditto.J 

Rice, Manilla ...pee. 3,000 — 2 drs. w* pec. . 

Rhinoceros' horns, and cows’ horns .. 36 — 60 .... 

Fish maws..... „. 210 — 75. 

Myrrh..*... 48—15 . 

Sundries! estimated value... 


12 drs. "p cat. .. 
drs. ip prc. .. 

6 ... 

20 .: 

HI .. 

1 & 2 drs. p yd.. > 


25,527 


Opium, Portuguese 
Ships, 1827-28: 
Dumaun . .Chests 1,988 
Company’s l’atna 73 
Do. Malwah 416 

Chrst\ 2,474 

Opium on hand, 1st July 
13128. 

Patna.. Chests 2,482 

nenates. 421 

Malwah.1,5.12 

Chats 4.4.V.! 


2,505,660j 3,480,083 

Dollais. 

11,243,496 
99,764) 

73,070. 

71,550. 

16,008! 

36,540! 

2,6101 
4.2(H); 

103,IHH)j 
60,9(4*1 
6,600; 

11,7601 
,7,1041 

IMHli 

lP,47o! 

12,504 
60 , 300 ! 

7oo| 

34,407 
25.7751 
(Hi,487 
14,(KH)| 

48.41HI; 

51.5(H)! 

84,500! 

6.0(H)! 

2,160 
15,750 
720 


195,285 


12,365,AoO 


' V. * 

♦ This cotton yam was returned to Bombay, 


Dollars 


20,364,6(H) 
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port of CANTON,, for the Year ending 30th June 1828 


1 


EXPORTS 
on 'account of 
the Hon. Company. 


Qohca. . peculs 

Congo.. ■ 

Souchong .... 

Twaiikay ... 

Hyson. 

Hyson-skin. 


Tale*. 

Unloading charges 13.68!)! 
Factory expenses 75,954 
European estab. .. 5,982' 
Expen. Of schooner 1,205 


Tale* 90,8301 


f 


28,907 
161,545 . 
1,605 
38,017 
4,603 
1,011 


North American investment, including supracargoes’ 
commission..... 

__ _ .. . . * _i_J _1 __ 


St. Helena stores, and stores to Bengal and Bombay 


ts. 437-552 
.. 3,935,447 
.. 60,229 

.. 1,048,758 
.. 230,3331 

.. 01,553 

Tale*. 

5,756,872 

} 309,808 

.. 29, l(i« 

9,237 

* 

340,213 

.. 109,004 

} 96,830 

205,834 


q,* H.C.S. to England \ 

l 

q^ Country Ships .... | 
qp H.C.S..... ]>tc. 1,796 

Piece* 227,000! 


ON PRIVATE ACCOUNT. 

Congo .. 5,666 at 21 fs. qp* pee. .. ts. 118,860 

Campoi, Souchong, Pouchong 3,110 — 32 . 99,520 

Pekoe. 464 — 38 . 17,632 

Twaiikay. 602 — 26 .. 15,652 

.Hyson . 2,628 — J 6 . 120,888 

^Hyson-skin .... 945 — 26 ..,,. 24,570 

Gunpowder ..... 60 — 50 . 3,000 

Black tea . 800 — 30 .. 25,800 

Green tea. 1,735 — 42 . 72,870 

Raw silk, Nqnkln . 1,834 —150 drs. 

Do. Canton, of sorts . 1,736 .. 


drs. 825,3001 
- 319,0201 


Nankeen cloth, large \ 

brown./ 

Nankeen cloth, 2d * 

sort.. 1 

Nankeen cloth, 3d\ 
sort, small .> 


pc*. 396,400 — 98 drs. qp 100 pc*. 388,472 

.... 325,400 — 75 .. 244.IT50 

.... 36,200 — 48 . 17,376 



— 275| 

Dollars 31,500! 


Sugar candy . pec. 9,420 — 12 dr*. qp pc.c.. r . 

Soft sugar ...34 J39 — 6 ... 

Cassia llgnea. 3,648 — 20 .. 

56J Tortoiseshell. 56 — 1,000 


241,000 

* 


Mother-Of-Pearl. 


275 — 15 


Wrought silk, silk piece-goods, crapes, scarfs, &c.; estimated valud 
Coarse china-ware.... ditto .... ' 


Table 1,660.. .floor 66 (li 
Pec uls 

— 862 

Pieces 5,000 
Dirties 36 


2*270 

Remittances through the 
Company’s Treasury, 
1827-8 and 1828-9: 

Dollar*. 

Bills on the I «<> g,,, 

Hon. Court | 78,aul 

Certificates.... Mf ,143 
Bill on J *fhel o iiy cm 
Bengal gov. J2,417,ob0 


Bamboos and whangee canes 241,000 — 15 dr*. qp< 100 

Musk .. cattle* 90 — 80 .. catty .......... 

Glass beads, &o. .. peculs 800 — 20 .. qj»< pec . 

Table and floor mats .. set* 2,320 .*.... 

119iVermillion ............ boxes 400 — 44 .. per bo* . 

Rhubarb ... pecuU 262 — 65 .. perpecul . 

Cochineal........ do. 147 —500 •• do. . 

D'(masks.. pieces 5,000 — 16 drs. tp> piece ... 

Writing paper, toys, klttysols, fireworks, lacquered ware, die.; \ 

estimated value.> 

Seed Coral . catties 36 at 30 drs. qp catty .. 

Brass foil. pecul* 265 — 58 pecul . 

'Alum, aniseed, China neot, galengal, gamboge, &c. . 

Gobi .... .’..... tales wt. 300 — 25 drs. V 1 tale . 

Camphor.. peculs 885 — 30 qp pecul .. 

Sundries; estimated value..... 

Dollars, Sycee and Peruvian silver ... 


Dollars 2,942,!)}>4 


Command 
cotton 


d.671,06A 


I inltm s. 
1,145,220, 


640,898 

lTfftuol 

204,8.14 
72 , l H I0 1 
5(),OOo| 
,4,125 
200 ,‘»: 
49,100] 

3,61 

. 7 . 20 O 

10,INN 
.’1,5114 
20,240 
17,030 
73,500 
80,000, 

38,086| 

1,080 

15,3701 

15,702 

7,m\ 

26,550, 

47.795 

6,094,646 


DiBburjpments on nineteen regularships, at drs. p,00o each; % 
eight chartered and thirty-nine country ships, at > 
drs. 7,000 each, measurement of country ships included ) 


B^i 


ince 


Dollars 


Dollars. 


8,765,165 


69*2,76/ 


8,9G4,0O< 

500,001 

18,921,931 

1,442,66) 

20,364,601 
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23 F«b. 1830 . 636. Does that show the quantity of cotton-yarn imported? 

— —There is cotton-yarn imported on private account in this year 

C.Marjoribanlcs, tQ the amount 0 f 14 0 00 dollars. 

Esq. 

637. Does the,. private trade include the trade of the Com¬ 
pany’s officers ?—It does. 

6§8. Can you state the amount of cotton-yarn imported in 
the subsequent year?—I can furnish the Committee with it, but 
I have it not with me. 

639 1 . Do you know what the numbers were of the cotton yarn 
that were exported ?—I do not remember the precise numbers, 
but the Chinese objected to very fine descriptions of cotton- 
yarn, inasmuch as they could not work it up in their cloths. 

640. Can you give the Committee any account of the cotton 
piece-goods imported ?—In the year 1828, it is given to the 
amount of 06,487 dollars. 

641. You stated that the Hong merchants take a certain pro¬ 
portion of the Company’s woollens in proportion to the quantity 
of tea furnished: is the contract for taking the woollens made 
at the same time with the contract for furnishing the tea ?—The 
price of the woollens is settled at the period at which the woollens 
are, delivered to the merchants; the contract for the teas is 
made the year previously, and the prices adjusted when the teas 
are. delivered. 

642. The contract for the price of teas is not made at the 
same time with the contract for the price of woollens ?—The 

• f9. kc? teas and the prices of woollens have no reference to 

each other; they are established separately. 

643. Does raw or manufactured produce find the best market 
at Canton ?—Raw produce, generally speaking. 

. 644. Is that because the Chinese government wishes to pro¬ 

tect its own manufactures ?—I conceive the Chinese government 
have a disposition to protect their native industry and their own 
manufactures. I should be led to draw that conclusion from the 
" very high duty which is placed upon the article of camlets, the 

sale price of which in China is generally about 40 dollars, and 
the duty upon it is 18 dollar^, being nearly 50 per cent, upon 
the sale value. The camlet is the nearest approximation to their 
silk manufactures. » We do n<it possess the same powfjr over the 
Chinese as we do o\er our Indian empire. We kave excluded 
the manufactures of India .from England by high prohibitory 
duties, and' given every encouragement to the introduction of 
our own manufactures into India. By a selfish (I use the word 
not invidiously) policy, we have beat down the native manufac¬ 
turers of Dacca other places, and have inundated their 
country with our own goods. We do ^ot possess the same power 
over China; we,may\exclude their manufactures by high duties, 
but we cannot compel the Chinese to receive ours on our own 
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terms. I should think they have sagacity encuigh to protect 23 Feb. Ih:io. 
themselves. . * -— 


C.Mu ijt >rilm tiles, 


645. Do the Chinese object to the English calicoes as not £srj 
equally durable with their own ?—Yes, they consider them more 
flimsy and less durable. * 

64?6. Are those cfamlets frequently smuggled into the country ? 

—Very frequently, from the very high duty and consequent 
temptation. 

647. Are you acquainted with the manufactured calicoes of 
India?—I have seen them. 

648. Are they not superior in point of strength to those 
which are exported from this country ?—I cannot speak to that 
point. 

649. You have stated, that the assumed value*of the tale by 
the East-India Company is 6s. 8d., can you state what is the 
assumed value of the tale by the Americans ?—All the Ame¬ 
rican purchases and sales are conducted in dolors and cents, with¬ 
out any reference to the tale. 

650. Besides camlets, what other articles of British manu¬ 

facture are subject to duty in China ?—All articles. I speak of 
camlets as being subject*to an extraordinary high duty; and I 
account for that by its being a nearer approximation to their silk 
manufactures than any other article of British manufacture 
which is imported into China. • 

651. 1$ the duty upon calico what you would call a high duty, 
with reference to the duty upon camlets, for instance?— 

the duty on camlets is higher in point of relative value. 

652. How is New South Wales supplied with tea?—By 
licenses, which are granted by the; Select Committee in China 
to private ships which carry tea to New South Wales. 

653. Is it a direct trade. Have you a list of Chinese duties? 

—It is generally a direct trade, though * sometimes the ships 
stop at Batavia. I have here a list of Chinese duties said to be 
tharged by the Kong merchants on goods imported into Canton. 

I believe this list of duties to be compiled from as accurate 
sources as possible. I have heard private British merchants 
resident in Canton declare the Very great difficulty they had in 
ascertaining the accuracy of the Chinese duties. I beg to state 
. th’aPthaT'iHt*of duties was acquired entirely for my own private 
information, with no view to laying it* before a Committee of 
the House of Commons.. 




(The luittgfs delivered, in the same , which was read asJbUoivs:) 
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Estimated LISTtof DUTIES charged by the Hong Merchants on Goods 
' imported into Canton. * 


f. m. 

Cotton. It 3 at 

Sandal wood. 

Black wood or ebony. 

Japan wood. 

Camphor, 1st sort. 109 

2d . 

’Olibanum. 

Putchuck. 

Myrrh. 

dutch. 

Tortoiseshell . 

Elephants’ Teeth . 

Rhinoceros’horns. , 24 

Buffalo do. 

Mother-of-pearl shells 

Birds’ nests, 1st sort. 

2d . 

1 >. 


Blcho do M^r 
Shark fins • 
Fish maws- 
Rattans ••• 
Pepper 


Betel-nut - ••• 

Cloves . 

Nutmegs - 

Tin. 

Iron. 

Sr..:::::: 

Steel . 

Quicksilver • ■ 
Amber, large 
small 


Branch, 1st sort. 

. 2d . 

3d . 

4th, or fragments 
Cotton handkerchiefs, large 
small 


Kerseymere. 

Camlet, English... 

Dutch . 

Long ells . 

Scarlet cuttingB . 

Bee(t’*wax.. 

Land otter skins. 

Sea otter skins.. 

Rabhit skins. 

Beaver skins-... 

Ginseng.. .. 

Cudbear... 

Cochineal... 


t. 

Vi, 

r. 

I 

c* 1 


£. s. d. 

lb Avoird. 

1 

5 

0 

0 

qp pecul- 

0 8 8 

at 10*. $pl334 

2 

1 

0 

0 

- 1 

0 14 0 

ditto 

0 

4 

0 

0 


0 3 3-20 

ditto 

(1 

6 

3 

ft 


* 0 4 2-40 

ditto 

109 

2 

3 

2 


36 8 2-66 

ditto 

1 

9 

7 

0 

- - 

ft 13 1-60 

ditto 

1 

2 

0 

0 


0 8 0 

ditto 

2 

1 

0 

0 

«MM 

0 14 0 

ditto 

2 

2 

3 

4 

* 

0 14 W72 

ditto 

u 

8 

4 

3 


0 5 7-60 

ditto 

7 

0 

0 

0 

W 

2 6 8 

ditto 

5 

8 

6 

1 


1 19 0-88 

ditto 

24 

0 

2 

1 


8 0 1*68 

ditto 

12 

0 

8 

7 

BMB 

4 6 0-96 

ditto 

0 

4 

3 

6 


0 2 10-«8 

ditto 

24 

1 

3 

2 


8 0 10*56 

ditto 

4 

5 

0 

0 


1 10 0 

ditto 

0 

7 

1 

8 


0 4 9-44 

ditto 

1 

8 

9 

1 

_ 

0 7 <3-28 

ditto 

1 

3 

2 

0 


0 8 9-fiO 

ditto 

0 

4 

3 

6 


0 2 10-88 

ditto 

0 

9 

8 

3 


0 6 6-64 

ditto 

0 

3 

9 

6 


ft 2 7-88 

ditto 

5 

8 

1 

0 

__ 

1 18 8*80 

ditto 

4 

4 

0 

9 


1 9 4-72 

ditto 

1 

6 

8 

9 


0 17 3-12 

ditto 

0 

2 

8 

0 


0 1 10-40 

ditto 

1 

2 

9 

0 


0 8 7’20 

ditto 

0 

6 

8 

6 


0 4 6-88 

ditto 

0 

7 

0 

2 


0 4 8-16 

ditto 

1 

4 

4 

4 

MB 

0 9 7-52 

ditto 

1 13 

4 

1 

3 


4 9 6-04 

ditto 

1 6 

7 

8 

3 

_M 

2 5 2-64 

ditto 

132 

7 

5 

3 

— 

44 6 0-24 

ditto 

132 

5 

1 

3 

MB# 

44 3 fi-04 

Slit to 

79 

7 

1 

3 


26 11 5-04 

ditto 

13 

4 

1 

3 

SM 

4 9 5-05 

ditto 

; 6 

7 

8 

3 

— 

2 5 2-64 

* ditjo 

0 

0 

3 

0 

each . 

0 0 2-40 

each 

0 

0 

1 

5 

ditto . 

0 0 1-20 

nit to 

| 0 

6 

7 

0 

piece . 

0 4 5-60 

w* piece 

1 .0 

2 

9 

0 

1 ditto .* 

0 1 11-20 

ditto 

: N) 

6 

7 

8 

| 10 cov ids 

0 4 6-24 

tp 1 10 ft. 5 in 

0 

4 

0 

6 

! ditto . 

0 2 8*48 

ditto. 

> 0 

8 

4 

0 

ditto . 

0 5 7-20 

ditto 

1 

4 

7 

6 

I ditto . 

0 9 10-08 

ditto 

0 

S 

7 

0 

ditto . 

0 1 9-60 

dit/o 

i 6 

0 

7 

0 

1 re* pecul • • 

2 0 5-60 

133} lb 

! i 

7 

9 

0 

j ditto . 

0 11 fl- 20 

ditto 

i l 

8 

1 

2 

1 WW ICO. 

0 12 0-90 

ip* hundred 

1 i 

3 

1 

5 

i ditto . 

0 8 9-20 

ditto 

0 

4 

6 

2 

ditto . 

0 3 0-96 

ditto 

6«1 

2 

0 

ditto . 

2 0 9-60 

ditto 

43 

9 

0 

0 

pecul- ■ • ■ 

16 6 0 

qp 1334 lb 

o 

2 

8 

0 

ditto . 

0 1 10-40 

ditto 

1 1 

9 

2 

9 

ditto 

0 12 10-32 

ditto 



_ . 

-- 

_ -,, - — - 

-- —- - —- 

- 


N.B.—The China rates are reduced into sterling at 6s. to. per tale. The covld is equal to 
12} inches •, and the pecul to 133J pounds avilirdupols, „ « 


654. Could you, 'from an inspection of this docufet-ut,, c tate 
to the Committee the amount per cent, of the duties upon the 
valpe of any pf these articles f*»-I can have it rated, but I could 
not immediately state it. 

655. Are those fixed duties, or do they vary, in different 
years P—We have been told sometimes thpt the duttfcs are 
charged differently.' 1 '* Every foreign trader has b?en desirous of 
paying his own duties, but that lias always been prohibited^ 
It was among the'requisitions made by Lord Macartney of the 
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Viceroy of Canton, but was then, and has been 
refused. , 

656. Has the duty upon camlets varied mat 
recollpetion ? -1 think that has remained steadily at the rate of 
about eighteen dollars per piece. 

657. Notwithstanding this high duty, is there much demand 

for them in China P —There is a considerable demand. > be¬ 
lieve it is an article in which smuggling has taken place to a 
great extent, from the teihptation which a high duty always 
gives. ” ' 

658. Can you give the Committee any idea of the quantity 
of camlets that has been imported by the East-India Company 
into' China ? It is stated in the Returns. 

659. Are the Committee to understand, that»the »whole of 
the duties that‘are paid, are paid by the Hong merchants upon 
the vessels for which they go security ?—The Hong merchants 
aTe responsible for all duties upon foreign trade. With regard 
to the persons w)io deal outside of the IIon£, their duties can 
only be paid through the Hong merchants. 

660. Have you any reason to suppose that, in any instance, 
the duties paid by one merchant are higher or lower than the 
duties paid by another ? or is there any opening for any bargain 
with respect to the amount of duties ?—Not to my knowledge; 

1 should be sorry to say that it were otherwise, from the gpr- 
rupt nature of the Chinese government. 

661. T<J what, then, do you ascribe the anxiety you state to 
have been evinced by individual merchants to# pay the^n***#!^ 
of their own duties ?—It was from a wiSh to ascertain precisely 
the’amount, and how far they could rely upon that amount with 
a viey to future importations. • 

662. Does not the secresy which is observed with respect to* 

the amount of duties make it always opep to the government 
officers to demand more or less fronj one merchant than ano¬ 
ther ?—I do not know that this has ever taken place. The 
struggle between the Chinese and foreigners has always been, 
that the Chinese have endeavoured to keep the control of the 
'trade in their own hands ; and but for the intervention of the 
Company, I conceive that the restriction would have been infi- 
nitclj^stqctet than it is now. 9 » 

‘ 663. It appears that the importation of camlets has decreased 
considerably in each year^ can state any reason for that ? 

—A good many Dutch camlets have been imported by Dutch 
ships ; and camlet94iave also been imported on private account. 

66#? Has not tjie smuggling trade in camlets increased?— 

The smuggling trade in.every article *has Mcreased within my 
knowledge to a very grf$.t extent. ^ 

665. Has it increased chiefly in those articles on which the 


-subsequently, 23 Feb. 1830. 

. „ . C. Maria riba nkx, 

enallv in vour i,- M • 
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23 Ftb. 1830. duties are highest?—It has increased chiefly in opium, of 
- 7-7 which there is'a prohibition. , 

C.Mqijj»ii>an/c$, ggg Of the rated articles, must not the tendency of the 
smuggling trqde be to increase most in those articles upon 
which the dutyTs highest?—Certainly. 

667. Is not the duty upon camlets high ?—Yes; F have 
stated it to be nearly fifty per cent, on the sale price. 

668 . Therefore may it not be presumed that the smuggling 
tra A deJn camlets has increased ?—I cannot speak from any cer¬ 
tain knowledge of its increase. 

669. How many Hong merchants arc there?—Seven. 

670. That is a lower number than formerly existed, is it 
not?—Within my recollection I think there have been seven, 
eight, nine, ten, and eleven. 

671. What causes have led to the diminution of the number 
of Hong merchants ?—Bankruptcies among them. 

672. How do tbe seven existing Hong merchants stand now 
with respect to property ?—Howqua, the senibr merchant, is a 
man of very large property. The second in the Hong, Mow- 
qua, has been a man of large property, but he is of more 
questionable property now; I consider him still to be a very 
sufficient merchant. Puankhequa and Chunqua are both men 
of opulence. I should say the same of Goqua. Kinqua and 
Fatqua, the two juniors, I believe to be poor men, and indiffe¬ 
rent merchants. 

673. Have you known any connexion existing between the 

merchants an<£ the Hong merchants, by which the 
capital obtained of the outside merchants is brought to support 
the lower class of Hong merchants ?—I believe that exists. 

674. Is not Dr. Morriso'u the interpreter of the Company ? 

—He is. «. 

675. Is he not also the editor of the Canton Register ?—No, 

I believe not. 

676. Ig he a proprietor ?—Not to my knowledge. 

677. Are you acquainted with the statements of commerce 

which are contained in the Canton Register ?—I have seen 
them. t • . , - 

678. As far as they have come within your information, do 

they contain accounts^upon which reliance can he-'placed ?'— 
Sometimes the information ip them is correct, and sometimes 
incorrect. The Canton Register is !ike other newspapers in 
this respect. ' f 

679. Do the Hong merchants make any objection to^enter- 
ng into security for the American ships ?■*•—The Hong mer¬ 
chants have invariably declared thelfc preference to being 
security for the < Company’s ships; they wish to refrain from 
being security for other ships. I have understood that the 
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Americans, upon occasions, could only get Hona merchants to 23 Feb, 1 H 30 . 
become security (or the ships by agreeing to ferry on their -w- 
commercial transactions with them. C-Macfanfanks, 

680,. In point of fact, do not the Hong merch ants* become J 

security for a very considerable number of AriffFicnn ships, ex¬ 
ceeding thirty in a .year ? — Every ship that arrives at Canton 
some Hong merchant must be security for. The American 
ships of late years have been below thirty in number; only 
twenty in 1827-8, and below* that number, I believe, in the sub¬ 
sequent year. — 

681. Is there any additional charge made by the Hong mer¬ 
chant upon the American ship, not made upon the British ship, 
which can measure the indisposition of the Hong merchant to 
become security for the one as compared with the other ?— 

What I have stated, I think, in some measure* answers tlie 
question, that I have known instances where the Hong mer¬ 
chants have declined being security for the American ships, 
unless the agents of those ships agree to trqjle with them. I 
I conceive that afforded the Hong merchants an opportunity of 
imposing an indirect tax upon the American ships. 

682. Where a Hong merchant becomes security for the 
Company’s ship, does not the trade of that ship necessarily 
turn to the Hong merchant ?—Not at all. 

683. *In the case in which the trade of a British ship does not 
go through the Hong merchant, is it not an arrangement, fPith 
the assent*and permission of the Hong merchant, that the trade 
is carried on with an outside merchant ?—If the goods are ship¬ 
ped from Canton, they can only be^hippeff from t&erwiW- 
house of a Hong merchant, therefore it must be with his sanc¬ 
tion. The junior merchants, the poorer merchants, have been 
those.most disposed to permit such Shipments ; they have often 
formed connexions with the outside men, which have been*very 
injurious to themselves, and injurious to tljc trade generally. 

684. Are the instances numerous, in which you have, in your 
experience, known the Hong merchants to refuse becoming 
security for the American ships ?—The Hong merchants did 
not refuse to become security; but they showed an indisposition 

* to become security, which indisposition did not extend to the 
ships 5f the Company. • * * 

J6££. How*did they evince that indisposition ?—By ip some 
‘instances requiring, I have been told, amindemnity bond of the 
captain or supercargo of the vessel; by the Hojng merchant 
requiring, in some instances, that he should be dealt with in 
preference to any <fther merchant. 

68 ®? +Iow coulfl a Hong merchant become security for a ship 
without that sjiip.dealing with him ?—It i#‘constantly the cast 
.with the Company’s * ps ; they become security for the ship 
with no reference to their future commercial dealings at all 
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23 Feb. 1830. The merchan^? become security successively for the Company’s 
ships as they arrive. 

‘‘W'nbwds, gg 7> j s t] ie inducement to the Hong merchant to 

become security for a ship, when he has none of the dealings 
with that ship put into his hands?—He has no particular in¬ 
ducement to become security for an individual Company'j ship, 
except from the advantages which he derives from the trade 
generally. 

68 £. Did you ever know a Company’s ship to be secured by 
a "flong merchant who had not a share in the Company’s 
business ?—The Hong merchants have all shares in the Com¬ 
pany’s business. 

689. Are not some of the junior Hong merchants in su£li a 
state of ^embarrassment as to induce the Select Committee not 
to trust them with the management of the shaves assigned to 
them, but that those shares are managed by other more re¬ 
sponsible Hong merchants on their behalf?—Not now. In 
former years, when the juniors have been in difficulties, such 
has been the case. 

690. Do the Hong merchants ever become security for private 
ships which do not deal with them ?—I cannot say that they 
have not done so. 

691. Is there any indisposition on the part of the Hong 
merchants to give security for country ships?—I may say, to a 
certain extent, it has been ; for they have required indemnity 
bonds, upon some occasions, to be given by persons conhected 

-t he country trade, to protect them against any exactions 
from tlie government, ii event of deviations from the Chinese 
regulations on the part of the persons connected with .that 
trade. 

692. Did you ever know that course adopted with rfcspect 
to American ships?—I have been told that it hits been; 1 have 
been told that indemnity bonds have been required from Ameri¬ 
can agents. 

693. With respect to ships of other foreign countries, Dutch 
ships for instance, are you aware of any indisposition on the 
part of the Hong merchants to become security for them ?—'The, 
Dutch trade has been very limited of late yeah; but I ,am not 
aware of any such indisposition. 

694. Will you describe the process that takes jllsice*uptw, the 
arrival of a ship, for the purpose of finding a merchant to 
become security ?—As far as'the Company are concerned, it 
lias been arranged that the Hong merchants shall successively 
become security for the ships as they arrive. * >t 

695. Within the«ast two or three years has not one of those 

Hong merchants become insolvent?—^Tes. ‘ * 

696. Which of them is that?—Manhtep. t 

697. Has he still a share of the Company’s business ?—No. 
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698. Would Manhop be asked or permitted 4o secure one 23 Feb. 1830. 
of the Company’s^hips ? — He is no longer a merchant; I believe *TT, 

he is at this moment at Elec, in the centre of the wilds or ^ a7 vll' an ** 
Chinese Tartary. , ' " g ‘ 

699. Is not his hong still at Canton, and i* tne list of the 

security merchants ?«—No; he is a bankrupt, and his hong is 
dissolved. • 

700. Did he not remain at Canton some time after he became 

a bankrupt and compromised with his European credito rs ,?—I .. 
believe he was kept in very close confinement, by order of the 
Chinese government, for a number of weeks. He was very 
much addicted to opium smoking, and I believe that was his 
only consolation. * 

701. If one Hong merchant failed with money belonging to an 
European in hisf hands, arc not the Co-Hong responsible for that 
debt by the law of China?-—By the Ifftv of China to a limited 
amount only, to the amount of 100,000 tales: that is the Im¬ 
perial law, but that has never been acted upofl. 

702. You stated that there have been other ports besides 
Canton where other Europeans have had access, as Amoy; can 
you state whether the same mode of carrying on business through 
Hong merchants exists at those establishments as at Canton ? — 

I stated.that the Spaniards still possessed the privilege, which 
I believe to be a merely nominal one, inasmuch as they lg)tve 
token no advantage of it of late years ; therefore no mercantile 
establishment exists with a view of carrying on trade, because 
there is no trade. • ^ , ;i * 

703. Do you know whether there #as an establishment of 
Hong merchants for the purpose of carrying on trade there ?— s 
There, is no foreign trade there now avhatever, and therefore no. 

merchants. I believe there was in former years. 

* • 

704. Do you know what was the establishment when foreign 
trade was carried on ?—Upon reference to the records of the 
Company, I have seen a description of persons spoken of during 
the early periods of our trade, designated government mer¬ 
chants ; those persons have been persons who were put forward 
by the Chinese government to deal with foreigners, and respon¬ 
sible tortile government, .much in the same way that the Hong 
merchant arc^ now. The early period of our trade with China 
showVthe commerce very ill conducted, apd displays the English 
character to very little advantage-* The Portuguese and Spa¬ 
niards, the Dutch and English,Ifirst appeared on the coasts* of 
China as a race of rgen eagerly desirous of wealth, but careless 
of the tp yaaw; hv which it was obtained. The Chinese were at 
all times their masters in the arts of fl^iud fnd deception; but 
it cannot excite sdrprisejfhat a people wisely estimating the ad¬ 
vantages of peace as thorfirst of blessings whiclucan be besotwed 
upon a nation, sfiould have regarded the constant contentions pf 
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2i Feb. 1830. the&? early adventurers with the coriteibpt and indifference 
—which they deserved. / 

705- ¥oa have given in a table showing that the barter trade 
in the year en&ir'-j the 30th of June 1828, in the port of Canton, 
amounted to 20,364,000 dollars ; can you state wbat proportion 
that bears of the whole foreign trade at Canton ?—I could give a 
statefnent of the amount of American trade, if it were not already 
before the Committee; and a comparison of the two statements, 
wit]}.t^at of the Dutch included, wodld give the result. I should 
say the British trade at Canton is very considerably beyond all 
the others. 


706. By this statement it appears that the trade on the part 
of the Company imports 4,518,000 dollars; and that on prhate 
account, • including 11,248,000 dollars, the amount by the 
private individuals is 12,365,000 dollars. WiR you state in 
what manner this account*is made up, to enable them to show 
the amount of imports of opium, whbn it is a prohibited article? 
—I have already *stated, that though the Committee in China 
are confined in their commercial dealings to the Hong merchants, 
yet, like every other description of persons in their situation, they 
receive information from every source which they consider good ; 
and when they are desired by their employers to furnish them 
with accounts of the opium trade or others, they consider it 
their duty to make such inquiries as may elicit the best informa¬ 
tion* upon.those subjects. Not dealing in opium themselves, 
they cannot speak to the practical part, but they receive Infor- 
xqation from British agents and others who do deal in it. The 

^friefrdf^intercoufse which has always existed between the re¬ 
spectable class of British merchants in China and the represen- 
* tatives of the Company, induces the British merchants to com¬ 
municate readily infbrmatio'h upon those subjects; at least I have 
Always found it so. •» 

707. It is stated Here, that 5,080 chests of Malwa opium is 
valued at 1,185 dollars per chest; in what manner is that valua¬ 
tion obtained ?—From the sale. Those prices are not put down 
by the Company’s servants; they are obtained from the British 
merchants who deal in opium. 

* • 

708. Are the Committee to understand, that although the 

trade of opium is prohibited under very severe Densities, yet 
that the quantity imported, and the prices at which it is Soul, is 
as regularly known as any otfyer article which is authorized and 
regularly imported ?—It is made no*secret of; it is generally 
known by the parties who deal in it, and tjiey communicate it 
to others. The prices of opium are always given it *he Canton 
Register, a public n^wspyper. • 

709. Is it not an instruction from thd Court of Directors, that 
no Englishman hi China shall in any Way be concerned in the 
importation of opium?—No; there is no Such order from the 
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Co art of directors ; the Company prohibit #n« of thfi*r own 23 Jkb. is so 
servants from dealing in opium. f -^r 

710. Are you aware whether any of the Company's marks 
are put on the chests of opium imported froip TSuilwa and 
Bengal ?—I cannot speak accurately as to till- fact. The only 
time when I have seen opium was when it was taken out of the 
chest. I do not know that it is*.so, and I do not know that it is 
not. 

711. Is opium landed in ofopsts ip China?—I have understood 
that on board the country sbipSs they break up the chesJT'aml *' 
put the opium into bags, in which state it is delivered to the 
Chinese. The chest is a cumbrous article, and they wish to 
get‘rid of it. The chest does not find its way into the Chinese 
boat; it is, I believe, left in the ship. 

712. Can yew inform the Committee how the trade*of opium 
is carried on? The question refers*to the transfer of opium 
from tlie country ships to the opium boats ?—When I first went 
to phum, the opium trade was at Macao, from which it went to 
Whampoa, and & now confined to the islands at the mouth of 
the river. The opium smuggling boats go alongside the ships in 
the open face of day, and the opium is delivered to them upon 
their presenting what is called an opium order from the agent in 
Canton. 

713. “Is this trade carried on within jthe view of the officers of 
government and the men-of-war boats of the Chinese ?-*"i i re- 
quenriy within the view of the men-of-war boats. 

714. Are there boats stationed on the part of the-Chinese 
authorities within reach and view of th$ trade*?—Not rt%maVly 
stationed: they frequently go and come there. They are con¬ 
stantly manoeuvring about, and often report to tire Canton autho- *, 
ri ties that they have swept the seas of all smuggling ships. The 
ships remain tliere just the same. 

715. Have you ever known any case ii> which they have in¬ 
terposed to prevent the carrying on of this opium trade ?—The 
Chinese have frequently interposed by the strongest proclama¬ 
tions. I have known some instances in which the opium boats 
have been seized, and the crew have had their heads cut off. 

716* Has that happened vvheft they have been detected up 
the river, or at the place among the islands where the trade is 
.cafrried on ?—They have been detected in Afferent parte of the 
river. They are tried and convicted in if very summary manner' 

The custom-house office^, by Hfhorn the opium is seized, fre¬ 
quently on such occasions light a fire on the top of a hill jn a 
consp icuou s situation. The opium is declared to be burnt, but 
I beliSWnone of.it is put into-the fire. | 

717. Thenf in*point of fact, the interposition, although it may 
be connected with the Joss of life, does not Igad to the cessation 
of the trade?—No, it does not. The Chinese government 
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33 Feb. 183(X with respect to opium, consider it as a traffic that ought not to 
nr^r- exist. An Imperial edict is supposed to be indisputable, and 
C.Maijonbanks, an ything contained in it not to be contravened. They never 
• E * ? ’ acknowledge it as a trade. 

718. Therefore the existence of established laws against 
foreign trade and against foreigners by no means admits of pre¬ 
sumption that the practice is according to the law ?—No. Prac¬ 
tice and profession are much at variance in China. 

719. Then, in point of fact, it piay be said that the smuggling 
tYSffem opium is carried on with the connivance of the Chinese 
authorities?—With the connivance of the lower Government 
authorities; I am not prepared to say of the higher authorities. 

720. Is that the case m the smuggling of other articles ?—Yes, 


721. Have you known of seizures being made‘of opium in the 
interior of China?—I have heard of them. I believe the opium 
finds its way to all parts of the empire, and within the walls Of 
the Imperial palace at Pekin, though it is disclaimed and de¬ 
nounced as a poison. 

722. Is it carried on without interruption ?-—No; it is liable 
to frequent interruptions. The persons who carry it from Canton 
are obliged to conceal it about their baggage, to evade the 
search of the Chinese officers. 

723. How can a trade of such an extent be a secret trade ?— 
It is an illicit trade. 

724. You have stated that the smuggling trade in opium is 
&$, to the islands at the mouth of the Canton river?—It is 

there that it is principal^ conducted; the foreign ships anchor 
there, and the opium boats go alongside of the ships there." 

. 725. Is it carried on at auy other parts of the coast ?—I have 
known opium ships go along the coast with a view to disposing 
'of opium, but I believe unsuccessfully. 

726. Is the smuggling trade in other articles carried on in any 
other parts of the empire?—Not to my knowledge; it is all at 
Canton. 


727. Was there not a ship called the Merope freighted with 
opium ?—I remember a ship of the name of Merope, in China. 

728. Did not that ship sail to the northward, and dispose of 

her cargo somewhere about the ports of Amoy and Nin'g-po ?— 
I heard that she went^along the coast, but the extent of her 
cargo I am qot aware of. f 

729. Have ypu ever known the Hong merchants deal in opium ? 

—Never, to my knowledge. * „ , 

730. Do you unc^rstagd the consumption of opium in China 
to be rapidly increasing ?—Very rapidly. I think. I stated that 
the year I left China the Importation orVopium was supposed to 
be between 13.000 and 14,000 chests, which Whs a very eoa^ 
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siderable increase. I have a statement of the consumption and 23 Feb. l 830 . 

value of the Indjpn opium in China, from 1818-/9 to 1827-8. -*■» 

9 C. Marjoribanka, 

[ The witness delivered in the same.] £sq. 

. i 

STATEMENT of Consumption and Valvz of indian Opium in 
* CiyNA, from 1818-19 10 1827-8. 


— 

Patna and Benares. 

Malwah. 

Total. 

Chetu* ! Value. * 

Chests. 

Value. 

Cheau^ 

Value. 

1818- 19.. 

1819- 20.. 

J.820-21.. 
1821-22.. 

1822- 23.. 

1823- 24.. 

1824- 25.. 

• 1825-26.. 

1826- 27.. 

1827- 28.. 

3,050 
2,970 
3,050 
2,910 
1,822 
2,<fl0 
2,655 
3,442 
3,66 1 
5,114 

Dollars. 

3,050,000 

3,667,950 

5,795*000 

6,038,250 

2,828,930 

4,656,000 

3,119,625 

3,141,755 

3,668,565 

5,105,073 

1,530 

1,630 

1,720 

1,718 

4,000 

4,172 

6,000 

6,179 

6,308 

4,361 

Dollars. 

1.109.250 

1.915.250 
2,605,800 
2,276,350 
5,160,000 
3,859,100 
4,500,000 
4,466,450 
5,941,520. 
5,251,760 

4,580 

4,600 

4,770 

4,628 

5,82-2 

7,082 

8,655 

9,621 

9,969 

9,475 

Dollart. 
4,159,250 
5,583,200 
8,400,800 
8,314,600 
?,988,930 
8,515,100 
7,619,625 
7,608,205 
9,610,085 
10,356,833 


Canton, 

10th November, 1828. 


73Ip Is that statement confined to opium which has passed 
the Company’s sales in India, or does it include tlie^apium 
which is Smuggled from India to China ?—I believe’ it includes 
the Malvfa opium, which comes from the Portuguese port of 
Demaun. • • - • 

732. Is there any Turkey opium imported into China ?— 
There is. 

733. To any considerable extenf?—In some years, I believe, 
it has been to*the extent of 500 or 600 peculs. The amount of 
a chest of opium is considered exactly oty? pecul. 

734. Is the Turkey opium better «or worse than the Indian 
•opium ?—Very inferior; it is used by the Chinese to mix with 

the other opium. 

735 . Does it go from the Mediterranean ?—It is brought 
from .the Levant; chiefly from •Smyrna, I believe. 

736.. By what class of trader^?—I have; known it come from 
’ ^incapore; *and I have known it brought^ by American ships. 

737. Have you known it brought by European.ships ?—-I do 
not remember any being*brought by European ships. 

738. A^e you a&are whether the Company’s ships are allowed 
to taSPffut any Jurkey opium from Engl|nd ?—They are not; 
they are prohibited by.a regulation df the Company. 

739. Are the Bengal ships allowed to takeout any opium ?— 
I do not knov/. 
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S3 1630. 740. Are you not aware that many officers in the India ser- 

CM vic ? ^ave ta ^ e M opium from Europe to Chin^ and have been 

arjormamK*, 0 bijg e( j to sen 3 j t circuitously instead of taking it in the 
Company*! ships?—-I have been told that the Company’s offi¬ 
cers have speculated in opium on their own account, by having 
it sent on from India to China. 

74*1. Do you know upon what principle the Chinese govern¬ 
ment prohibit opium ?—Upon a moral principle. 

742. In the statement you have delivered m, there is an 
a&fouht oft,920 tales value of woollen remaining of the season 
of 1826-7, whilst the imports from Europe in that year of 
woollens amount to 1,279,000 tales; can you state whether that 
is about the usual quantity of stock remaining in the Company’s 
stores at Canton ?—The Company have very rarely any goods 
remaining on hand. It has occurred once or twice, when the 
importation has been larger than the market would take off; 
but they generally get rid of all goods as they are imported. 

743. Have theymny portion of their cotton, or iron, or lead 
which they export remaining in store ?—No. When I say no, 
I speak generally; goods occasionally remaining over to a trifling 
extent. 

744. Generally speaking, then, the Company are able to dis¬ 
pose of their importations into China in the course of the 
season ?—Certainly. 

745. Are the Committee to understand that the amount on 
private account in this return of goods imported into China 

i the couqtty trade, the amount imported by officers of 

Company’s slaps, and ati other British subjects ?—I believe it 
does. 

. 746. In the statement <*f the exports, it appears that the 
value, of goods exported on account of the Company, with 
their charges, amounted to 8,765,090 dollars, consisting entirely 
of teas; will you info'rm the Committee whether the Company 
trade in any other article;, as an export, except teas ?—Not 
now; their investment is confined entirely to teas. They used 
to deal in raw-silk and nankeens, but they have not lately. 

747. Are you aware why the trade in raw-silk and nankeens 
was discontinued?—The Company left those trades verymueh 
to their commanders and officers. 

• 1 r* 

748. Were there uny other articles, since you have been at 
Canton, besides silk and naukeens, in which the Company 
dealt ?—None to my recollection, except tea. 

749. Are you aware to what place the' silk and nankeens 
are now principally exported from Canton,?—I beuefe the 
manufactured silks exported from Canton go .principally to 
America; and tlie raw-silk comes agi^at deal of it to this 
country, and very little of it to America. 
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750. Are you aware that oflate years a large quantity of raw- 23 Feb. 1830. 

silk has been sen^ to Sincapore ?—-I know consfcnments have ">35 
been made of raw-silk to Sincapore; I cannot state to what c ' * r ^ r . ** 

extent. 

751. Is any tea consigned to Sincapore ?■—?No tea can leave 
Chin* except undcrdicense of the East-India Company, which 
I have stated is frequently given to country ships to expert to 
ports in Asia, for consumption in those places. 

752. Has any license bedh granted to Sincapore ?—Smcaporc _ 
must have been included among other places. The license ^ 
of course, to a limited amount, according to what appears to be 
the consumption in those places. 

753. Is there any means of ascertaining the extent to which 
such licenses have been granted by the factory M Qanton to 
those several places?—A list of licenses which have been 
granted has been kept. 

* 754. It appears that the imports on account of the Company 
were 4,500,000,,and that the exports were *7,800,000 dollars; 
how is the difference in value made up ?—The Committee in. 

China draw upon the Bengal treasury for the amount of the 
balance of the trade. 

755. How does the operation take place, and how is the ex- 
changejmade ?—The Company regulate that exchange generally 
according to the value of Sycee silver, which is Chinese bul lion, 
and of dollars in the Chinese market, in order to ascertain at 
what* rata they can secure the money being paid into tlieir 
treasury for bills. The standard of Sycee silver and of dollpis 
differs considerably. The value of Sycee silver is-, 9 ^ parts of 
purts silver; the standard value of dollars is computed at 89|; 
and notwithstanding that difference, the premium which the * 

Chinese Sycee silver bears over the dollar is not generally above 
three per cent?; so that, generally speaking, the Chinese* give, 
five per cent, premium for coined over uncoined bullion, the 
preference being given to coined bullion from a knowledge 
iif the accuracy of its standard. With reference to the rate 
at which the Sycee silver is in the Chinese market com¬ 
pared with dollars, the Company regulate their exchange upon 
Bengal. The treasury at Canton is generally opened under 
very favourable circumstances, inasmuch as of Mate years the 
Compatfy hawe granted bills at 202, 203, aftd 204 sicc^ rupees 
for 100 dollars; those bills are drawn»upon the Bengal go¬ 
vernment, in most season^, to thfe amount of about 8,000,^00 
of dollars. 

756. What is it that makes the remittance sd favourable to 
BengJw^fTthe j>art of the Company ?—The Canton treasury 
forms, to a certain extent, a remittance for the proceeds of the 
sales of Indian producing of opium and of cotton. 

757. Are the Committee to understand that a larger portion 
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2.3 Feb. 1830. of the investment of teas for England is provided by bills drawn 
by the factory Vt Canton on the Bengal presidency?—A portion 
aMa^oribanU, j t j s> j ma y sa y that the Company’s home investment is 
’ entirely Jfrovh^ed by the sale in China of English manufactures 
and productions hf our Indian possessions. It is the proceeds 
of those possessions seeking a return to India that enables us 
to get money upon favourable terms. 

758. But those proceeds are supplied by private trade, not 
by any trade which the Company hat between India and China? 
^=TRfey result from private trade between India and China, as 
well as imports from India on the Company’s account. 

759. Will you state if you can at what intrinsic value the 
Spanish dollar received in Canton for,bills on Bengal may.be 
valued in r English money?—It varies; dollars are more or less 
valuable in the market, according to the quantity of them ; I 
have known the exchange above 65 . and below 4y. 

760. In the statement that you have delivered in, it is stated 
that the Factory deceived for bills on the Honourable Court of 
Directors 78,200 dollars; do you know what was the exchange 
in that year?—I do not remember at what rate that specific 
sum was drawn; I should think it must have been 4s. 3d. in 
that year; but of late years the treasury at Canton has not 
been open for bills on the Court of Directors. 

7(jJ. There is an item described as certificates 447,143 dollars 
received into the treasury at Canton; will you state .what cer¬ 
tificates are?—Bills which are granted by the Committee 
-* hi Cap ton to conynanders and officers in their service, to afford 
them tne means of remittance for the profits upon their in¬ 
vestments ; they differ so far from bills, that the rate at which 
' they are drawn remains tq> be adjusted by the Court in Eng¬ 
land. „ 

A 

762. There appears in the exports from Canton Sycee silver 
and Peruvian silver 6^094,000 tales; is that exported by private 
merchants or by the Company ?—The Company have occasion¬ 
ally sent dollars to Bengal; they do not export Sycee silver. 

763. Under what privilege is that silver exported?—The 
Chinese laws prohibit the exportation of any metals. Dollars 
are allowed to he exported from China, but not bullion; hut it 
has always been exported to a large amount. 

764. Is any cevtifiaate obtained from the custom-house to 
permit the exportation of bullion from Canton ?—Of dollars, not 
of Sycee silver. 

765. Then all Sycee silver exported must be contraband ?— 

Its exportation is prohibited by law. , ''«**'■ 

760'. Has the Company ever exported any 6 dollars or Sysee 
silver since you w s ere at Canton ?—Dollars they have. 

767. To what places have they exported them ?—To Bengal, 
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C.Ma rjoril>a n ks, 
Esij. 


768. Are you able to state what quantity jlthey have ex- 23 Feb. 1830. 
ported?—I remember one season to the amountpf half a million 
sterling. 

765. Was that export of silver a surplus o£m<fney after pro¬ 
viding for their investment, or was it silver obtained for bills 
granted in Bengal?*—It arose in that season from the imports 
having sold at a much better profit than was expected, and 
the treasury containing more money than was required for the 
provision of the home investment, it being contemplated by the 
Select Committee that the supply would be very seasormbltrtO" 
the Bengal government at the time the dollars were sent. 

770. In what year was that?—It must have been in 1817, 

I Blink. • % 


771. You ^ated on a former day, that the rfompttition on 
the part of the English merchants, if the trade was opened, 
^onld raise the price of teas. Is not tea almost the only arti¬ 
cle which has been kept at a fixed or nearlyjfixed rate in China 
since you have been at Canton ?—I have mentioned variations 
which have taken place in the price of tea during my recollection. 

772. Are you aware that cassia, silk, camphor, and generally 
the exports of China haye been reduced in price, whilst tea 
has remained nearly stationary ?—No; I do not know the fact 
that all exports of China have been reduced in price. 

773. Did not the competition of the Americans ra*** the 
prices of sdme peculiar sorts of tea ?—With respect to the green 
teas, it has always had that tendency. 

774. Are they much higher now Ilian they were?*—Thfcy 
are; higher than they were, and we find greater difficulty in 
obtaining them. 

776. Do you know the proportion in which they have risen •? 
—I cannot state that from recollection. 

776. Is it not in the power of the Americans, or any other 
country, if they give a higher price than the Company, to obtain 
jtea ?—I should think it was. 

777. Can you state whether green tea is used by the natives 
. in China, or whether it is not principally an article of export ? 

—I have been told tha£ it wap principally for the foreign market, 
but I believe it is also used in the country. 

. *778. *Have you any reason to*doubt the capability of its in¬ 
crease to any amount to which the deftiand might arise?—I 
have already stated, that *>f late**years there has been more*de¬ 
mand for it than tlje supply would meet, from, which I should 
be led todoubt the capability of its increase. 

779?Ha8 not that arisen from the great Idem and which Ame¬ 
rica has had for green tea, they’being the principal customers ? 
—That has entered in®) the'causes of it. • 

780. Are you aware what increase has taken place in the 
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23 Feb. 1830. exports of green tea, including the supply to America as well 
**=*: as to the Company during the seventeen years,you have been at 

C.Marjnrtban s, £ anton p—j cannot, state it from recollection. 
hsq. 

781. Arejfou^pot aware that it has been considerably in¬ 
creased ?—I believe the export of all teas has considerably 
increased, and the export of green has increased in cothmon 
withrthe others: the Company’s exports of teas from China 
have within my recollection increased considerably. 

, . ^ J782. Are you able to state whether the Americans purchase 
the greater part of their teas from the outside merchants or from 
the Hong merchants?—I believe the best part of the Ameri¬ 
can business, that is, the most respectable part, is conducted 
with the Hong merchants. * * 

783. Is it not notorious that the outside merchants supply a 
very large proportion of the American trade ?—I do not know 
what proportion. I have stated that the outside dealers fre¬ 
quently make shipments through the hongs of the junior mer¬ 
chants to very cbnsiderable extent; 1 have no means of 
ascertaining what that extent is. 

784. You were understood to state that by the firmness and 

conduct of the Select Committee, they have been able to resist 
impositions on the part of the Ilong merchants ? —Innovations 
on our privileges by the government, and attempts to raise the 
pricft« of teas by the merchants. We cannot afford any inno¬ 
vation on our privileges, for they arc limited enough ;"but those 
attempts that have been made to raise the prices of tea's by eom- 
bjogtio^s among,the merchants, have been put down by the 
Company. * 

785. If the Company bad no longer a factory there, but the 
British interests were represented by a consul, what, in,your 
opinion, would be the effect of an union of’ all the,European con¬ 
suls at Canton, in case of any attempt at imposition on the part 
of the Hong merchants ? - I conceive that the interests of dif¬ 
ferent European merchants resident in China w'ould be so likely 
to be at variance, that it would be very difficult to reckon upon 
the possibility of such an union. But supposing such an impro¬ 
bable result to take place, I conceive the Company’s authority 
would derive very little acquisition of power or influence- from 
such an association. 

« r * 1 

786. *You have stated that the influence of the Company de¬ 

pends upon their being the largest dealers at Canton?—1 have 
stated that as one cause of the*power und influence of the East- 
India Company- , 

787. Are you not aware that the influence of an^ .^ion, or 
of any individual in & series of years in a commercial port, must 
depend upon the extent to which they (firry on tHeir trade; and 
if, under the protection of a British consul, tfye British trade 
was increased by being thrown open, is it not probable that the 
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influence of that consul and of that nation would continue as great 
as that of the Company ?— No ; I do not believe jjhat the Chinese 
government woukl consent to receive a King’s fonsul: I mean, 
to acknowledge him as the representative of the smusraign of this 
country, or to receive him in the character ithicm we attach to 
him. Even on occasion of an embassy, the name given by the 
Chinese to an ambassador is that of a tribute-bearer, a man 
who brings presents from an inferior Prince to lay them at the 
feet of their Celestial Emperor. I believe if the Company’s 
chief were vested with thd ppwer of a consul to-morrow, that 
his condition in the estimation of the Chinese wrnuld 'not die 
altered. In cases where our men-of-war have been in China, 
or any King’s officers, the Chinese have shown every indisposi¬ 
tion to acknowledge them. I do not believe that the Chinese 
would be brought to acknowledge a King’s representative under 
the impressioiwwhich we have of such a representative. 

788. Was not Lord Amherst the representative of the King, 
find not of the Company ?—He w r as the King’s ambassador. 

789. Was n$t be received as such?—f repeat, that the 
Chinese have no name for an ambassador; they consider him as- 
a mere bearer of presents—tribute as they rail it. A persor 
personating bis sovereign, in the capacity of a negociator, is 
one that their laws do nbt consent to recognize. In an inter¬ 
view of an ambassador with Chinese authorities, they ask hin 
how old his king is, and how old he himself is, or how man} 
children Ije has. If important business is alluded to, tlrt^starl 
as il* a hidden snare was laid open, and are silent. They arc 
ever ready to bring in aid of their views the most unfounder 
falsehoods; and with these the morft veniaf equivocations*o 
European policy are hut little able to contend. 

790. Was not Lord Macartney received, arid had he not ai 

audfbnce of the Emperor, as the representative of the King o 
England ?—He was received, but not in the character which wji 
attach to a King’s representative. . 

791. Does not that arise from their not conceiving that an) 
• foreign power is on an equality with the Emperor?—In some 

measure, from presumption of that kind. They consider Chine 
the centre of civilization, and their Emperor the sovereign o 
the universe. * 

0 m 

792. Are you able to state whether they consider their govern 
. rtient more*on an equality with the King^s representative that 

the Company’s representative?—They finow the King’s repre 
sentative to be a man ofihigh ifmk. I stated, wtfh reference t( 
a King’s consul Canton, that I do not believe the Chiucsi 
would recognize such a person, attaching to him the same cha 
racteffnat we ik>. t 

793. Do you ’conceive they 6ver would have received a depu 
tation from the Compftny as they received a deputation from tin 
King of England at Pekin? - No, I do not, although we lmv. 
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little to boast of the reception given to either of our embassies. 
In reply to thi&question I may state, that the members of the 
Select Commitree were requested to proceed *to Pekin, I think 
in the year F'RSO, to be present at the celebration of the Em¬ 
peror’s birth-aayV They declined proceeding there, it being 
understood that they would be required to submit to very humi¬ 
liating compliances. Had they gone, I believe they would have 
been 1 treated very much as other deputed persons have been. 

794. Then why should not the representative of the King of 
<£ngland, as a consul at Canton^ if ne has a superintendence 
ana control of the same extent of trade, be equally respected 
with any representative of the Company ?—* I think the conduct 
of the trade gives the Company’s representative an advantage, 
as well as that the Chinese have been ’accustomed to no other. 
There is<at this moment a King’s consul in Qhina, having a 
diploma from the King of Hanover. I believe his existence, 
as a public functionary, is as little known among the Chinese 
as in this country. When a British admiral was in China 
the Chinese wourd not receive him. The .Committee said, 
here is the King’s authority, appeal to him; they said, we know 
no such authority; we recognize none other but that of the 
Company to which we have been accustomed, and all transac¬ 
tions with them must be through their representative. 

795. The Committee understood from you that the Chinese 
government are very unwilling to trade with any country; that 
they are, in a great measure, independent of foreign trade.?—I 
stated that I believed that China, more perhaps than any coun¬ 
try in the world, was independent of foreign commerce, inas¬ 
much as it possessed niarly every variety of climate, and had 
the necessaries and luxuries of life supplied by successful agri¬ 
culture and extensive inland commerce. I did not say that 
the Chinese were averse to trade; I believe any aversion to 
foreigners to have its basis in political jealousy. 

796. Will you have the goodness to state in what manner the 
Company were able, in lo!4, when they stopped the trade with 
China, to succeed in carrying their point, and in resisting the 
demands made upon them at that time ?—By perseverance, I 
believe. 

797. That ia to say, by stopping tire trade ?—By stopping 
the trade, in the first instancy, and by firmness And decision 
until their objects werq obtained. 

798. Did they not stop the^jvhole British trade ?—Yes, they 
did. 

799. Were they able to stop the trade'of any other Euro¬ 
peans ?—Any other Europeans were not involved in theitjfcbstion, 
and the Company never thought of atteippting.it., 

800. What, in your estimation, was &e inducement to that 
concession on the part of the Chinese?—! should say, a know- 
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ledge as well of the power and influence of the E^st-India Com- 23 Feu. 1830 . 
pany, as well as a great reluctance on the part of the Chinese 
generally, that th%y should be deprived of the advantages of an ** 

their trade. I am not aware that I stated that the/Chinese were 
independent of foreign trade; I stated that the^ attached a very 
considerable valueto.it. 

801. Are you able, from any documents you have ever seen, 
to ascertain the amount of the duties which the foreign trade of 
Canton produces to the gqyernment ?—I have already stated 
that I had heard it estimated that the Imperial duties sent to -- 
Pekin were 2,000,000 of dollars. I have also heard it called 
2,000,000 of tales. 

802. Who were the parties at variance in that dispute between 
the*Hong merchants and the officers of the Company ?—The 
dissension was between the Chinese government ahd die repre¬ 
sentatives of the Company. 

.803. Was not the local government at Canton backed by the 
Imperial government at Pekin ?—It was. , 

804. Then are the Committee to understand, that the stand 
made on the part of the Company, by the stoppage of the trade, 
was sufficient to induce the Imperial government to give up the 
resistance they had made to the demands of the Company?— 

The resistance made by the Company at that time produced 
the resfllt which I have stated ; but no demands were made by 
the Company from the Imperial government of Pekin. 

805. Dp not you imagine that the stoppage of the trade 
caused great inconvenience to the merchants, and that it wjis 
their influence which induced the government to yield ?—I be¬ 
lieve it produced great inconvenience to all classes connected 
with foreign trade; great personal inconvenience to the mer¬ 
chants themselves, and, of course,* to all natives in any way 
connected witlf the trade. 

806. You stated, that there had been an edict issued by the 
Imperial government, which the Cotnpany’s officers resisted; 
was there any edict of revocation ?—I cannot state whether 
there was an edict of revocation, or whether it became a dead 
.letter. 

807! How long did the suspension of the trade continue ?— 

About tjro months. m . 

808. Was there any other reason assigned for withdrawing 
the order of prohibition than the*kiconvenienee arising from the 
stoppage of the trade ?—I dare say there were many reasons 
assigned for it; I orfly know what reasons I assigned myself. 

809. ^Wre you ^ware whether the Viceroy of Canton has any 

interest or participation in the profits arising from the commerce 
at Canton ?—I should jfiink he had. v 

810. If the prices of woollens and of the different articles of 
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23 Feb. 1830. import into Canton were reduced, would not the trade of Canton 
„ „ be thereby considerably increased ?—That is too general a 

X, ’ a question for tie to answer. 

8LI. In fhpse years when woollens have been cheaper than 
ordinary, have sold more of them or not? —The Company’s 
supply of woollens has been regulated with reference «fco the 
supposed demand, taking one year with another. 

812. Have you known the price of woollens considerably 
lowered by the imports of Americans or other foreigners ?—I 

""■have known the importation of Dutch camlets to interfere with 
the sale of British. 

813. Have the prices in China been lowered in proportion to 

the lowering of the prices in this country? —The sale prices of 
the Company's woollens in China have very materially decreased 
within my recollection. ' 

814. In fixing the price there, do you fix any per-centage of 
profit upon the English prices? —We are regulated by the de¬ 
mand of the Chfhese market without much*reference to the 
cost value. 

815. Are you aware that the quantity of woollens imported 
by the Company decreased from the years 1809 and 1810, when 
they were 262,000 pieces, to 123,000 in 1827 and 1828?—I 
believe the statements laid by the Company before Parliament 
on yps subject to be correct. 

816. Have you any means of knowing whether the imports 
by the Americans and other nations in the same tiirte have in¬ 
creased much mere than this decrease ? —I am not prepared to 
draw a comparison. 

817. Is it within your knowledge that the Company have ad¬ 
mitted individual merchants in London to fill up any vacant 
tonnage in their ships upon their application for the export of 
woollens to China?—I have been told that they have done so. 

818. Can you state at what rate per ton ?—I cannot. 

819. Were the goods so exported confined to the Company’s 

Factory at China, or were they at the full disposal of the mer¬ 
chants that sent them there?—My recollection is, that they 
were not confined to the Factory.. 8 

820. Were they a free consignment to any hou$c established 
at Canton ?—I believ^ so. 

821. What could they reeeire in return for those goods?—I 
do not know. 

822. Arc you certain that the Company Wve permitted per¬ 
sons to send out m?nufacturcs from England, leavingTftem the 
disposal of the consignment at’China, and nflt confining them 
to the Company’s Factory?—That is mji impression; but I am 
not certain of the fact. I believe goods belonging to private 
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merchants have 
officers. 

823. Are you 

ever made any representation to the Hong merchants on the 
subject of the American dealings with them ; that is, on the 
increase of dealings ^itli the outside merchants ?—There were 
some discussions which took place in the year before last, in 
which the Company were engaged, which had reference to the 
question. • m 

824. What was the nature of that correspondence on the part 

of the Company with the Hong merchants ?—The greater part 
of the proceedings on that occasion has been published; it was 
not a correspondence whioh was confined to the Hong merchants, 
but extended to the government. Though a member of the 
Select Committee, I was absent from China at the Indian pre¬ 
sidencies when the discussion took place, and I differed in opinion 
with the Select Committee as to the expediency of several of' 
the measures adopted. • 

825. Have you seen the documents ?—I have. 

826. Can you state the nature of it ?—The discussions with 

which the Committee wer# connected originated in the bank¬ 
ruptcy of the Hong merchant Manhop. At the period of his 
bankruptcy, it appeared that his insolvency was very much 
owing to his connexion with the outside dealers ; and theJk&ong 
merdyants •generally, as a body, were very anxious that the ex¬ 
tent of that dealing should be limited, inasmuch as they bad 
sustained very serious losses from being held responsible for the 
bankruptcy of junior merchants. The* Americans being con¬ 
nected with some of the outside dealers in question, were de¬ 
sirous to support them, and anxious # that the Hong merchants 
shouhf nowise interfere with them. The American merchants 
had, by the te*mptation of higher prices, succeeded in some* 
previous seasons in diverting from the Company's investment a 
portion of the teas which were contracted for by the Hong 
merchants; ai d it was with the view to prevent the recurrence 
of that, that the Committee gave every encouragement in their 
power to the Hong merchants, to prevent as much as possible 
the coanexion of the outside # dealers with the juniors of the 
Ilong. * . 

. *27. A re tlic Committee to understand that the Hong mer¬ 
chants of their own accord wer£ willing to deal with the 
Americans, and had deak with* the Americans, but that the 
Company’s servant^ interfered to prevent it?—No; 1 did not 
state 

828. Did not tfjjs Comjpany’s servants interfere to prevent the 
Hong merchants dealing with the Americans ? - No, not the 
Hong merchant^. * • 

829* You hjvc statc^l that the Select Committee were vested 
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23 Feb. 1830, by law with power to exercise a contrpl over all British sub- 
*— jects at Canton. Do you apprehend that there would be any 

C.Marjtmbanfo, danger to the British interests at Canton if English free traders 
Esq- were permitted, to export teas from hence to the Continent of 
Europe, supposing that the ships’ crews and supercargoes were, 
whilst in China, subject to the control of the Select Committee, 
in tjie same way as all British subjects resorting to Canton now 
are ?—I have stated generally, that I conceive any great ex¬ 
tension of the private trade m Canton would have a tendency 
~ to endanger its security, inasmuch as there would be a greater 
resort of British subjects there, andtthey would be more likely 
to come into collision with the Chinese. 

830. Do you apprehend there would be any danger to the 
British interests at Canton if English subjects were permitted 
to trade between the United Kingdom and .China in every 
thing but tea, supposing the tea monopoly to continue as it 
now is, in the hands of the East-Indiu Company ?—I tiling I 
have already answ ered this question. I conceive, also, there 
would be a considerable temptation to smuggle tea into this 
country. 

831. Supposing that, in addition to the powers' now vested 
in the Select Committee at Canton by law, they were ac¬ 
credited from the Crown and acted solely as a consulate, without 
having any concern in trade either for themselves or others, 
bufv.ercising a full control over all British ships and subjects 
resorting to Canton, would there be any danger, “undef such 
circumstances, in throwing the trade entirely open? 1 —I do not 
think they couH possess, under such circumstances, the power 
they do at present, inasmuch as the control of the commerce 
adds materially to their influence. 

• 832. Do you think that the Americans, upon the whole, 

■purchase their tea less cheaply or more cheaply than the Com¬ 
pany ?—The Company, I think, purchase their tea on more 
advantageous terms. lyonceive that impression to exist upon 
the minds of the Americans themselves, inasmuch as I have 
frequently seen the word ** Company ” printed, which is ndt 
the habit with the Company’s investments, upon tea-chests 
consigned on board American vessels. I was informed that 
the name “ Company’.’ attached*a quality to those teas among 
the Americans, which would pot belong to them r if that mark 
was not upon the chqst. This left an impression upon my mfiid, 
that even in America the Relief* was that the Company got 
better teas than any other purchasers. 

833. Are you aware of a proclamation issued on July the 
2d, 1828, permitting an intercourse between the •Americans . 
and the outside merchants in certain article^ although exclud¬ 
ing them in others ?—The outside merchants were, always per¬ 
mitted to deal in certain articles, chrna-ware and all retail 
goods. They used to trade at the same time m manufactured 
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silks; but that was by a connivance of the law. Within the 
last two years they have received permission to deal in manu¬ 
factured silks as well as in other articles. » 

834. Do you recollect the issuing of the proelamatioirreferred 
to ?—-I have read the proclamation. * 

83$. Was that subsequent to the discussion that took place 
between the supercargoes and the Hong merchants?—It, was 
subsequent to the discussions to which I have alluded. 


23 Fcl 1R30. 

C Mnrjdt-ibanfo, 
Esq. 


836. Was it about that period?—It was in consequence of 
the discussions that had taken place. 

837. Can you state whether teas may not be frequently pro¬ 

cured at Manilla and many of the Eastern islands as cheap as 
in China, and with the sfime facility ?—I have never understood 
so to any amount. , 

838. It appears in the Report of the Committee which sat in 
the year 1813, that Mr. James Drummond, now Lord Strath - 
all an, who was the chief of the Company’s Factory, gave his 
opinion that they certainly could be procured as cheap, and 
frequently cheaper ; do you concur in that opinion ?—I believe 
it could not be procured at those places in any quantity and of 
good quality. As far as Manilla is concerned, the Spaniards 
have shown little disposition to encourage the resort of British 
subjects to that place. 

839. If the English trade were to become a free trade, and 
no longer in the hands of the Company, would not that, iff your 
opinion, break up the Hong and cause a different constitution 
of the Chmese trade?—I conceive it would lead to results upon 
which no person could speculate, from § the vifry peculiar cha¬ 
racter of the Chinese. I should be sorry to say that the English 
power could not compel the Chinese to come to any terms they 
chose, to dictate, but the result of that, I think, would be an 
interruption of the amicable relations that now subsist. Admit-, 
ting that such an open trade could he quietly conducted, the 
Hong merchants might possess an aln\ost unlimited power over 
it, were they to form a close combination against individual 
traders, and received, at the same time, the support of their 


government. 

* 840. As those relations arc merely relations of trade, are you 
not ofbpinion that the trade would find its own relations after a 
little tirye confusion that mjght perhaps result from the 
change ?—I conceive it is very difficult tp apply general prin¬ 
ciples to the Chinese, or the conduct of their government. 

841. Supposing the trafle to continue a monopoly trade for 
the consumption of teas in England, and that English ships and 
Englisb*o?-rchants were permitted to carry on an indirect China 
trade, that is to sa£p, a trade between 6hina*and other parts of 
the world; woftld that, 3n your opinion, endanger in any way 
the authority of the (Company's Factory in*China?—I have 
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23 Feb. 1830. stated that I think every increase of the resort of British subjects 
to China would more or less affect the security of the trade. 

C.Marjmibanfo, I s not the resort of British subject! to China always 

necessarily confined to a very small spot ?—It is. 

843 Are you of opinion that, even if the commercial inter¬ 
course was increased, that could affect th^peaee of the country 
out pf the reach of that small district to which it is confined ?— 
I do not think the Chinese would increase the limits in propor¬ 
tion to the increased resort of British subjects. 

844. As the amount of trade would probably not be aug¬ 
mented, but the only difference would be that British subjects 
would carry on a portion of that trade which is now carried on 
by the Americans and others, could that either require a larger 
extent o/ grqund upon which to carry it on, or could it in any 
way involve the Company’s Factory in any increased risk or 
danger ?—It would be in proportion to the increased extent of 
such a trade; the probable involvement in difficulties with the 
Chinese would bc<regulated by that. 

845. Suppose twenty British ships should fee substituted to 
carry on the trade which twenty American ships now do with 
the continent of Europe, and that the Company should remain 
as they now are with the monopoly of the English market, 
would any danger arise from that substitution ?—1 believe that 
twenty American ships arc not now employed in the trade. 

8l*tfi Suppose that substitution to take place, whatever the 
number might be ?—It depends very materially , upoft the 
qumber; I think the danger would be in proportion to the 
increase. 1 * 

§47. Supposing a like number of British ships to replace the 
Americans which have carried on the carrying trade of Europe, 
‘would there be any danger in that case?—I think there is a dif- 
' ferencc on this account, that the crews of English ships come 
more readily into collision with the Chinese than the crews of 
the American ships ; there is a more prudent and wary character 
belonging to the American, when compared with the careless 
and reckless spirit of English sailors; in that case, I think 
danger might result if' those men were in ships which were not 
under any well-regulated discipline and control. The. supe¬ 
riority of the? ships of the Company in point of discipline and 
arrangement is generally manifest; in proof of Uieir* superior 
efficiency I may mention, that since I have been acquainted with 
Cfyina, indeqd for the last twCkty-four years, there has not been 
one single instance of a homeward-bound China ship being 
either lost or captured. During this period between 400 and 
500 of these fine merchantmen, the most perfect evC^-known in 
the commercial history* of the worl<], must have navigated 
between China and Great Britain, rf^part of the distance of 
14,000 or 15,000 miles being through seas, of difficult and 
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dangerous navigation. This may, I think, be received as a 23 
proof of the efficiency of the China ships of the Company, as 
well as of the skill of the officers by whom they aJb commanded; l " 
many other advantages might be stated which they possess. 

84<8i Has any inconvenience resulted frortf the increased 
number of country slyps trading to China?—There has been no 
proportionably increased resort of Europeans to what would 
take place in the event of an open trade, inasmuch as the ct'ews 
of the country ships arc composed of Lascars ; but I have known 
some violent acts take place in»China from persons connected 
with country ships. I may mention one which occurred three 
years ago amongst the ships at Lintin. The captains of some 
of those .ships, which were American and country ships, saw a 
Chinese boat captured by*onc of the custom-house boats, which 
were there upon duty. They imagined that the Chinese boat 
contained one 01 * their own people, and they immediately went 
to his rescue. Upon going alongside the Chinese war vessel 
they were warned off; and upon insisting upon going on board, 
stones were thrown at them by the crew of the Chinese vessel. 
The Lascars in tfie boat were ordered to fire upon the Chinese 
boat, and upon that occasion one Chinese was killed and ten 
wounded, one of whom afterwards died. The Chinese govern¬ 
ment considered that it was the act of pirates, and indeed it very 
much deserved that character. A stoppage of the trade might 
have taken place, but the Chinese were at that moment in no 
temper to enter into discussions. It was discovered afterwards 
that no person belonging to these ships, had been seized by the 
Chinese vfar vessel. I conceive this was conduct which the 
Company’s representatives in China, if appealed to by the Chf- 
nese ; must have considered indefensible. 

849. In what year was this?—In 1827. 

85(7. Have you ever known any such act committed by' 
British subjects'in China?—This act was committed by British . 
subjects. I have known affrays of sailors with the Chinese. 

851. Can you recollect any instance* of any boat’s crew of an 
Indiaman trader ac ting in the way in which you have stated the 
crew of that vessel did ?—No, I do not remember any instance 
.that I can compare with it. 

852? Are not there sometimes* British sailors pn board the 
country ship^?—Very few. ^ „ 

Were you at Canton at the time wjien Sir Murray Max¬ 
well forced his way up the river ?y*-I was. 

854. Did not he fire into the fort?—-He did, and the walls of 
the fort were in pan? blown down. 

855. *What was the result of tha^?—Sir Murray Maxwell, 
upon arriving in the Canton river, was molested by the Chinese 
war vessels, He appealed to the Viceroy <jf Canton. No 
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attention was paid to his appeal, and he determined upon moving 
up the river. Upon his being fired at by the forts, he laid his 
ship to, and fired several broadsides into them, when he pro¬ 
ceeded up the river and anchored in the harbour of Canton. A 
Chinese deputation came the next day from the Viceroy to con¬ 
gratulate the Committee upon the manner in which Cqptain 
Maxwell had conducted himself. We were hardly prepared for 
such* a result, but upon asking an explanation, they stated that 
though he had been fired upon by the fort, he had not fired a 
single gun in return, and that in consequence he might be per¬ 
mitted to come up the river. In point of fact, it was more than 
the Viceroy’s situation or perhaps life was worth, to admit the 
possibility of an English frigate forcing the port. 

856. Did not they allow a vessel commanded by Captain Hall 
to come a p immediately afterwards ?—Captain Hall was in com¬ 
pany with Captain Maxwell, and came up either at the same 
time or soon afterwards; 

857. Was not it the fact that the Lyra, in which Captain Hall 
was, was not stop*pcd as the Alceste had been p —To the best of 
my recollection she was not molested, at least to no great extent. 

858. Do not some of the Americans keep some fast-sailing 
vessels for the purpose of forcing a contraband trade on the coast 
of China ?—Not that I was aware of. During the period of the 
American war the American vessels that came to China were 
very sharp built, partly acting as privateers, and partly to enable 
them to escape from our men-of-war. I should say tligt the 
Americans have lately altered the construction of their vessels, 
they now build squarcr ships. 

859. Are you aware of any fast vessels being kept there for 
the purpose of smuggling upon the coast ?—1 have never known 
that they were built for that purpose. I have known American 
Schooners engaged in the trade, and these were fast vessels. 

860. Are not the smugglers of China a very powerful body ; 
do not they move in" considerable fleets upon the shore ?—Not 
in fleets; their boats are very well manned and armed. 

861. Do rvot they set the government at defiance ?—Entirely, 
1 should say, where they have sea room. 

862. Do you suppose that the government, is capable of keep¬ 

ing them under ?—They possess no marine force capable, in 
my opinion, of suppressing them. ■> 

863. Is the force of the smugglers upon the increase or upon 
the decrease?—The smuggling trade of China is materially upon 
the increase. 

864. In what way do the Portuguese at'Macao buy^nd sell 
with the Chinese ?-' The Portuguese trade at Macao is very 
limited. Following gradually- the decline bf the power and 
resources of the piother country, they iiave dwindled into insig- 
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nificance. The Portuguese have frequently applied for the 2:5 Feb. 18,‘iO. 
privileges of trade at Canton, which have always been refused ~r- 
them. They are obliged to have their teas brought from Canton, C.Matjotibanks t 
but they are not allowed to reside there; they are confined to 
Macao, which at one time was a very importaiA settlement, but 
now exhibits only tlnv ruins of former prosperity. 

865. During the time when the commerce of Portugal to 
Macao was considerable, did the Chinese go down to Macao 
to buy their articles and sjell others, or how was the trade 
carried on ?—It was variously * carried on. At one time by a 
coalition between Chinese and Portuguese merchants, which 
lasted but a very short period, as the Chinese were found to be 
very much their superiors in industry, as well as in the arts of 
deception. They were afterwards compelled to purchase from 
the Hong merchants, and in trifling articles from the outside 
merchants. 

w 866. Has any trade arisen with the Brazils?—Not to any 
extent, that I am aware of. 

867. Is there any considerable coasting trade carried on by 
the Chinese themselves?—There is, I believe, I do not know to 
what extent. 

868. Do you know whether any vessels sail from their ports to 
the islands of the Eastern Archipelago ?—Yes, they do ; few 
proccechfrom Canton, from the circumstance, I conclude, that 
the produce of the islands of the Archipelago is brought there 
in foreign Ships. The principal trade of these junks is from the 
province rtf Fokien, the province where the black tea is grown. 

869. Of what size are the vessels?—I liavebeard the largest 
estimated at 600 tons. They are by no means sea-worthy. 

870. Are you aware that they import tea into Sincapore?— - 

I have seen statements of it, but I httve no personal acquaintance 
with it. • * 

• 

871. Have you ever heard of the American vessels smuggling 
it directly from the tea provinces ?—Never. 

* 872. Are you aware that the Chinese vessels now go to 
Bengal ?—No, I am not aware of that. 

873. Do those vessels that leave China for the purposes of 
foreign trade require any license? or is the trade contraband ?— 

The principle of the Chinese government has always been to 
,prevent*the Emigration of its subjects, and’to discourage their 
engaging in foreign commerce. No insurarountable impediments 
are placed in the way of, the CMnese foreign trade, though it 
has been disclaimed by the government, as being an improper 
trade for its subjects to engage in. 

874. Are the Chinese permitted tp leitve China by law?— 

They are not by law. • 

875. Is not a considerable portion of the population of Sinca- 
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23 Feb. 18.10. pore, Chinese?—It is; nearly all the islands of the Eastern 

- Archipelago are inhabited by Chinese, who form the most indus- 

c Marjm-ibanh, trious portion oh‘ the population. * 

876. Have you ever been in the interior of the country ?—I 
have not, to any^great distance. 

877. When the Chinese go to reside in foreign countries are 
they allowed to export their wives ?—No. The Chinese who go 
to foreign countries seem never to go there with a view to fixed 
residence. They are remarkable fpr their nationality, and as 
soon as they collect a competence they return. They are pro¬ 
hibited from emigrating from China, and that prohibition of 
course extends to their wives, which is an additional assignable 
reason for their not becoming fixed colonists. 

878. Are not woollens worn by the natives at Canton during 
the winter months ?—They arc. 

879. Are not the cold months at Canton February and March ? 

—The cold season is from November to April. , 

880. Is not the climate at that period much colder at Canton 
than it is at Calcutta ?—It is; the two climates are distinctly 
different, though nearly on the same parallel of latitude. 

881. Is there much intercourse between the Chinese and 
Japan ?—There is some intercourse between the Chinese and 
Japan, but to a limited extent; the Chinese are looked upon at 
Japan with the same distrust as other foreigners, perhaps more 
so, from the proximity of their empire to Japan. b 

882. What difficulties exist with respect to any trade with 
Cochin China an^l Siam?—The extreme jealousy of the govern¬ 
ments, and the kings ofuthese countries putting themselves for¬ 
ward as the first merchants in their dominions, requiring-the 

- right of pre-emption of all commodities, and attaeliing their 
Own prices to them. We h’avc endeavoured to propitiate r their 
favour by unsuccessful missions, which have tended to injuic 
our trade rather than promote its interests. That description of 
wretched truckling to the.despots of these ultra-gangeticnations 
and persons, in the capacity of British representatives, walking, 
about without shoes among white elephants and monkies, has 
only tended to degrade our national character without obtaining 
for us any commercial advantages. * , 

883. Supposing the European trade were excluded from China, 
would it not resort*to the islfthds in the Eastern Archipelago-? 
—1 think that great‘difficulties would arise in the way of its 
resort there, /rom the cumbrbus ant^ unwieldy nature of the 
Chinese vessels, and the insecurity which is supposed to attach 
to property embarked in them ; from the difficulties which might 
be placed in the way t by the Chinese government of the ‘export 
of tea to any great quantity from China. They have prevented 
the export of tea in native vessels by sed*to Canton. 
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884. Are the transactions of the smuggling trade carried on 33 Fe h. 1830. 
with as much fidelity and regularity on the part of the Chinese y ~ 
as the transactionsNjof the regular trade?—With Wonderful regu- C ’^ la 'J°^ nnLs > 
larity, considering the nature of the trade; certainly not with “' i ' 
the same regularity as those of the legal trade.'* 

88f». Are you acquainted with the transactions in Syeee ?— 

Yes, I arn. 

886. Are those carried on with regularity ?—With extreme 

regularity. * , 

* 

887. Is not that a trade in which, if there was not regularity, 
there would be exposure to fraud ?—It is from its nature very 
open to fraud ; at the same time, the employment of the per¬ 
sons that deal in Sycee*depends entirely upon their preserving 

their character. • . 

• 

888. And the result is, that those transactions are very regu¬ 
lar ?—Wonderfully so. 

889. Supposing the same establishment fchat the Company 
now have at Canton were to be continued as deputies or repre¬ 
sentatives of the Crown, and to have the same control, or a 
greater control over every British subject resorting to China than 
they now have, could not*, in that case, a free trade be carried 
on without any risk or danger ?—Not with the same security 
that exfsts at present. 

890. Supposing they had the same power, why sh'oilfd they 
not act on behalf of the King as they now act on behalf ol the 
Company ?—-Their possessing the power of King’s consul would 
give them a greater control over British subjects, hut would 
effect little change in their character in the estimation of the 
Chinese. 

891. Suppose they were vested wfth the power of imprisoning 
and sending away, and controlling in any way the crews of the* 
vessels resoi'ting to the port of Canton, »can you see any diffi¬ 
culty there would be in carrying on ti free trade?—I think the 

•answers I have previously given go to show difficulties as likely 
to exist. The Select Committee possess the power of deporta- 
. tion, as it is called, already, by a clause in the charter of 1813. 

89§. Do you think that the great trade which the Company 
carjy oa there gives them an authority which would not be pos- 
"rfessed by persons not carrying on tradq?—Unquestionably it 
gives them both power and influence. 

893. Would not a greater degree of trade carried on by 

Englishmen, under their authority, give them a greater influence . J 
•—I def not knowjthat it would. . 

894. Is the*dahger apprehend from the unlimited resort 
of British merchants ?*-It is, in some ineasim;. 
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' Jovis, 25° die Februarii, 1830. 

WILLIAM BROWN, Esq. called in, and examined. 

25 Feb. 1830. 895. You are the head of an extensive commercial establish- 

- , ment at Liverpool trading with the United States of America, 

IF. Brown, Lsq. an( j carr yi n g on business upon commission for other persons 
engaged upon that business ?—-I anfn 

896. Are you very extensively engaged in it?—Tolerably so. 

897. As extensively as any other house in Liverpool ?—I 
presume we are. 

898. Have you been employed, either on your own account 
or on account of other persons, citizens of the, United States, 
to ship goods, being British manufactures, to China from this 
country?—We have. 

899. To what extent ?—Probably that question will be most 

correctly answered by a memorandum from my books. This is 
an exact account of the amount which we have from time to 
time shipped, the total amount is £744,257. 8s. 6 d .; in Novem¬ 
ber 1821, £66,751. 19s. 4a?.; in March 1822, £64,256. 185. 3d. ; 
in March 1823, £50,834. 12*. 8 d.; in August 1824, £53,277. 
2s. 5d.; in February 1825, £52,422. 10$. 7a?.; in September 
1825,^£76,016, 14$. 2d.; in July 1825, £54,217. 2$. la.; in 
December, £47,505. 19$. 3d .; in September 1826; £4^,471. 
7s. 1 lcf.; in June 1827, £59,808. 2s. 9 d .; in October? £65,966. 
10$. 4 d. ; in Maj* 1829, £55,909. 4$. 3d .; in August, £48,818. 
15$. 6 d. The sums I have stated were the amount of invoices 
with charges after deducting drawbacks. Some of the ships 
took some specie, the amqunt of which cannot be ascertained 
With, accuracy, but in the whole it cannot have exceeded 
•£10,000; the rest was British dry goods, and some other small 
matters. * 

900. Were those goods shipped for Canton, or were they 
shipped for any other place ?—They were shipped for Canton, 
but we generally cleared out for Batavia. 

901. Had you any particular reason for preferring to clear 

out for Java .instead of clearing-out direct for Canton'?—So 
long as my friends* considered the business wor(h following, 
they w6re willing thaf it should be as little known as possible It a 
others. t 

902. Was r it from a dread of exciting competition that you 

conceive they wished to clear out for Batavia instead of Canton ? 
—I presume it was. c 

903. What proportion \k> yoy conceive that«the manufactured 
goods, which you shipped upon agency\for China, bears to the 
w hole export of manufactured goods in neutral bottoms from this 
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country to Canton ?—To that on American account, I should 25 Feb imo. 
suppose might be one-half or one-third; but I cannot speak — 
with any degree of Accuracy as to that point. * Jirown > £*?■ 

9Q4„ But you know that other houses have shipped goods on 
American account from this country to Canton ?—1 know they 
have. •» * 

905. Have you any means of knowing whether those specu¬ 
lations have turned out profitable or otherwise to the parties ? 

—Latterly they have been fen; unprofitable ; the last three or 
four years. 

906. Can you explain the circumstances that have led to 
their being so unprofitable ?—I think there are various causes 
why.'they have been unprofitable. One probability is the cir¬ 
cumstance of the East-India Company haying supplied.Canada 
direct with teas,* which prevented teas being smuggled into the 
Canadas from the United States; another cause probably is, 
that the markets of Europe have been more shut -against the 
Americans by prohibitory duties, and in consequence of more 
direct trade between those countries and Canton in their own 
bottoms. 

907. You mean the return trade from China in tea ?—Yes. 

Another cause, which I Should think has probably still more 
bearing upon the American trade with India and China is, that 
the credit given for duties in the United States is long. The 
credit givep on ships coming from China is six, twelvlf, and 
eighteen months, except on teas; there is upon them a credit 
of twelve months on the duties after they are taken out of bond j 
and those facilities, I conceive, have fyrnishea capital, which 
has produced over-trading, and made the trade eventually not 
so profitable. 

908/ What was the largest import of tea from Canton to the.' 

United States prior to this over-trading ?—I am not able to • 
answer that question. . 

909. But you know, generally, that there was an excess of 
supply of tea, as compared with the demand in America ?— 

Yes, I am quite aware of that. 

. 910. Do you recollect in what year this excess of supply 
which has made the trada so unprofitable, first became manifest 
in America ?~I think it began to be felt four # yeara ago. 

■Silt. Do you mean to state to jthe Committee, that the losses 
sustained in this trade were upon tj^e returns from China, rather 
than from the exports freftn this country ?-—I coflfine myself 
altogether to the returns from China. 

» 912. You stated that the continental dutie^upon tea imported 

from the United States ^ere raised: at what period was that 
alteration?—I cannot ste^e exactly the period; 1 merely know 
the fact of there Jvaving been obstacles in the why of trade that 
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25 Fob. 1830. have caused some impediment to that free shipment they before 
W Brow E en j°3 re ^‘ 

rown, sq. yo'lji apprehend that before the E'ast-India Company 

undertook to se'd teas direct from Canton to the British pro¬ 
vinces in North America, that those provinces were principally 
supplied from the United States ?—I have no doubt that they 
were supplied to a considerable extent from the United States; 
th6 precise extent I cannot 6tate. 


914. Do you believe that any supply now comes from the 
United States to the British provinces?—-I think, if any thing, 
it is the reverse. 


915. You think it is more probable that teas are introduced 
from Canada into the United States ? — I think it is very pro¬ 
bable tfyey are, under existing circumstances. 

916. What is the rate of duty upon tea in tire United States? 
—It varies, depending upon the description of tea; but that I 
am not altogether able to answer. I am aware that it is a high 
duty, but I cann6t state exactly what it is. 

917. You stated that a credit is given for the duties for as 
long a period as eighteen months in some cases, and that thi:4 
credit has been the means of given facility to over-trading, by 
creating a capital in the hands of parties who were embarked 
in those speculations ?—That is my opinion. 

91§. Of course, the amount of the capital so createcl in their 
hands mtlst depend upon the amount of duty?—Certainly. 

919. From the statement you read, there appears to have 

been a considerable shipment of goods in the last year?—There 
has been. * 

920. Is the trade reviving on the part of the United States ? 

-1 cannot say that it is ;^but it has been so long bad, that the 

'parties embarking in those speculations have a reasonable hopy 
and expectation that it will revive for their imports to the 
United States by the time the vessels return. 

921. What are the returns from China to the United States? 
—Principally teas and silks. I should say that the prices of 
teas are a little better in the United States, but nothing of 
any moment. 

922. Of dtnirse you have opportunities of communicating 
with captains and owners of vessels which you freighted, and 
with supercargoes that have traded to China ; did they e>er 
state to you any difficulties. ( that occurred with respect to the 
sale of their goods, or the purchasd of the teas, or other com¬ 
modities in China, by the interposition of the Chinese authorities 
in Canton?— I make it my business frequently to inquire of, 
captains of those vessels the nature of the Qhinese trade, and I 
never was aware that amp diificulty v&atever arose on the part 
of the constituted aflthorities there, out the ^reverse; I have 
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understood that they were very much disposed to cultivate the 
trade, and to afford every reasonable facility. 

923. Do you know whether the United States have any 
establishment at Canton to protect or to facilitate their trade ? 
—At one time they |iad a consul there; but I am not certain 
whetRer they have at this moment or not. 

92 L Do you know whether the purchases made by the super¬ 
cargoes of the ships in which you are interested were made 
through the Hong merchants, *or partly from the Hong mer¬ 
chants and partly from other merchants, traders in tea?—The 
course of tvade, I apprehend, on the arrival of a ship in China, 
is, in the first instance, to apply to the Hong, the supercargo, 
or resident, who makes the contract with the Hong, makes the 
best bargain he can with him, and generally gives .him the 
preference in purchasing some of his cargo from him ; but 
in every instance I have ever known of, he has been at liberty 
Uf purchase from the other I longs, or from the curfSide trade; 
but generally giving the preference to the Hong to which his 
ship is consignetf, if his teas are as cheap as others. 

925, Do those supercargoes go generally to the outside 
dealers?—In the first instance they must apply to one of the 
Hong merchants to secure the vessel; and it is matter of ar¬ 
rangement or contract with him what quantity of teas they shall 
take from him. He generally shows them his samples, and it is 
arranged tq the satisfaction of the parties ; but I believed large 
proportion, is bought from the other Hong merchants, or from 
the outside merchants. „ . 


25 Fell. Ir.'iO. 
K r . l)rnu n, Esj. 


926. Then there is no obligation td trade with the Hong 

merchant beyond the agreement made in the contract for secur¬ 
ing the vessel ?—None. # 

927. Do you know whether the price of teas purchased by 
the supercargoes varied considerably at different periods ?—J 
have always understood China to be a fluctuating market. 

928. Did the supercargoes ever complain that they could 
not procure teas of the best qualities for the American trade ?— 
Never. 


’ 929 v Does that answer apply tq every description of teas, the 
black as well as the greet) ?—~It does. * 

93A. If) pdfnt of fact, is not grefen tea the great consumption 
ot the United States?—It is. I should prcfoably say, that inas¬ 
much as the East-India Company* are the largest,purchasess, 
particularly of black teas, I should think they might have some 
slight advantages in* the purchase of that description of teas 
* but inaStauch as tpe Americans are large purchasers of green 
teas, I should tljinl* the East-India Company will have no advan¬ 
tages there: but any advantage that may arise^to one party or 
another I look upon as arising solely from their being either 
larggr or more Ignited customers. 
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25 Feb. 1 h:so. 931. What is the size of the American ships in which this 
— trade lias been carried on, so far as you have been concerned 
jr. Brown, Bsg. j n j t v—J n ghijj^ from three hundred to nearly five hundred tons. 

935. Have the ships a supercargo to make their purchases 
and dispose of their freight, or is that duty sometimes left to the 
captain ?—Sometimes, when he is a very c/ever roan; butdn the 
ship^ in which I have been particularly interested there is a re¬ 
sident agent upon the spot in China. 

933. Do you know what the freight is from Liverpool to 
China', and back to the United States?—The freights have 
fallen very much of late. They were at one time as high £9 or 
£10 a ton for the measurement tonnage of forty cubit feet, but 
I apprehend they are not more than, two-thirds of that how, 
probably not, so much : but I beg to be understood as not 
stating exactly what they are now; I know thty are very con¬ 
siderably less. 

934*. Yuu jiave stated, that as far as you have had meansSof 
information from parties engaged in this trade, there appears a 
very favourable disposition on the part of the Chinese to culti¬ 
vate a commercial intercourse with the United States; have 
you any particular reason for stating that such a disposition 
exists?—Some years ago there was a serious fire at Canton, 
when our friends had a good many goods burnt, and the Chinese 
government made good the loss to the citizens of thfe United 
States^, I .therefore infer that there was a good feeling towards 
cultivating commerce generally. * 

t 935. Can yot^ state to what amount the loss sustained was 
made good by the government of China ?—I cannot; 1 believe 
it was very considerable; it applied to all other nations as well 
as the United States; the loss was made good to all. 

. 936. Has the trade ever been interrupted ?—-It was partially 
‘for a short time, an Italian sailor in an American ship having 
killed a woman; butT know very little of the transaction. 

937. Do you know whether the Chinese government enforce 
the payment of debts to Europeans on the part of Chinese 
subjects?—So far as the Hong are concerned, I believe the 
Hong are responsible for each other ; but I do not know how it 
is with the private trade, whether there is any obligation on the 
part of the government to pay debts contracted by the outside 
dealer^ or not. „ ' V 

P38. Have you any reasons doubt that the merchants from 
the United States are treated at Canton with as much favour as 
any other nation ?—I believe they are quit*? as much so. 

939, Do you know uppn what principle it as that the“govern- 
ment indemnifies foreign traders from fosses by such a casualty 
as fire ?—I do not; I was rather surprised at the fact. 

940. Can you state the amount of tea annually consumed in 
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the United States ?—I cannot with any accuracy; but I believe 25 

it to be about six millions of pounds. T ,~7~ .. 

* _ H . lit Oil'll, l.'tj. 

941. Is there any export of tea now from the/ United States 
to any parts of Europe ?—There is; but by no/means exten¬ 
sive as it was. 

94$. Can you stat£ when the trade of carrying tea from Can¬ 
ton to Canada on the part of the Company commenced ?-*l do 
not know the period. 

943. Are you aware that* th§ duties paid upon tea imported 
into Canada are very much lower than the duties upon lea im¬ 
ported into the United States ?—-I am. 

944. Do you know the proportion ?—I do not know the pro¬ 
portion, but I am aware <they are considerably lower. 

945. Are you aware that there is a rule on the part of the 
Hong merchants, that if they deliver a chest of tea that shall, 
upon examination, be found to be damaged, they shall then re¬ 
turn two for one ? — I am aware of the fact. y** 

% 

946. That applies to all traders?—It does. 

947. Do the outside merchants also return two for one in a 
similar case ?—I cannot state that positively ; I believe they do. 

948. You have stated,'that latterly the American return trade 
with Cjmton has not been profitable; do you conceive that, 
supposing that trade was confined within proper limits, there is 
a probability that it would still be a profitable trade to Afherica ? 

—I flunk*there is every reason to suppose that it would. 

949. Are you aware whether the Americans have sustained 

losses upon other branches of their trade, from the circumstance 
of that trade having been carried rather too far in the same^ 
period ?—They have. m 

950. In the, supply of cotton for instance ?—-They have on 
many occasions. 

951. Do you ascribe the losses in otfier trades to the same 
.cause, in part, to whidj you ascribe the losses in this trade of 

tea, namely, the long credit given upon the duties, and the 
facility thereby afforded to speculation?—Probably that would 
' be so.; there is a very great spirit of enterprize in the United 
States, and it is pushed frequently too far. * 

. ^ 962. you heard that in <he port of Canton there is con¬ 
siderable facility afforded to captains df ships in completing 
their cargoes ?—Very grpat. •* , 

953. As great 9$ in other ports with which you are ac¬ 
quainted ?—I should think more than in most other ports. 

954. You have stated that the loss which you say has followed 
this trade lately is confined to the home cargo; has the Out¬ 
ward trade beqn a good trade ?—I have understood that it has 
been a fair remunerating trade. 
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25 Feb. 1820 . 955. Has it been so throughout the period that it has been 

- 7 - carried on ? — So far as I know, it has. 

iv, Drown, Lnq. Do notV.he American ships also go ifith teas directly to 

the Continent frfcm Canton ? —They do. 

957. Can you state whether that has also been a losing 
trade ?—I have had no particular knowledge of that trade, fhrther 
than,knowing that they do go from Canton to the Continent. 

958. Must not any trade, in so bulky an article as tea, which 

is first carried to America, and ffbm America to Europe, be 
charged with too much expense to make it a profitable trade in 
the long run ?—It certainly must operate very much against it, 
where there is an opportunity of carrying tea on a direct 
voyage. « 

959. Have you any means of saying whether the direct trade 
of the Americans from Canton to Europe has'been profitable 
or not?—I think not lately. 

960. Is t'R'b-business of the adventurers performed by super¬ 
cargoes sent out,' with each ship, or is it- performed by 
resident merchants there ?—If the question refers to the direct 
trade from America to Canton, I think it is generally carried 
on by supercargoes; but if it refers to the trade that has been 
carried on from England to Canton, so far as I have been 
interested, there has been a resident upon the spbt to wl?om the 
vessels have been consigned. 

961. \Vhcn a supercargo is sent, or a resident is employed, 
what is the charge of agency for that trade ?—I ha^e under¬ 
stood, and I believe it to be pretty nearly what is allowed to 
supercargoes, three per Cent, or two and a half pe.r cent. It is 
matter of contract altogether; but I should say it would average 
about three per cent. 

. 962. Is the charge about the same, whether.it is done by a 
Supercargo sent out with each ship or by resident merchants on 
the spot ?—I do not know what the charge of a resident mer¬ 
chant generally is; excep't that I know, with respect to the 
gentleman that represents my friends thefe, there is a guarantee ‘ 
that he shall have a certain sum, that their commission shall 
produce to him within the year a certain aipount: it is a matter 
of bargain. TJiey sometimes ‘take out two supercargoes, a 
principal and an assistant supercargo. ( „ 

963. "Is it not the fact, that the Boston ships have generally 

no supercargoes, but go to resident merchants, but that the 
New York, Baltimore, and Philadelphia, ships are generally sent 
with floating supercargoes ?—My connections lying principally 
in New York, Baltimore, and Philadelphia, I speak more of 
them than I do of Boston. 4 ‘ 

• * e 

964. Can you say whether the adventurers from those three 
places, New York, Baltimore, and Philadelphia generally go 
to resident merchants, or have they supercargoes with each 
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ship?—During my residence in Baltimore they had almost 23 Feb. 1830. 
always supercargoes, latterly they have gone more to resident —— 

merchants. I y ff r .Jfrown,£sf. 

965. Do you consider that a resident merchant or a Resident 
factor on the spot, must have greater advantages in dealing in a 
country over a persdh who comes there as a stranger to carry 
on a single isolated transaction ?—I am quite aware that the 
Chinese are a very suspicious, cautious people, and that to do 
business to advantage with them it is necessary for them to 
have some previous transactions with you, that they may have 
confidence in you; if you once establish'confidence, the business 
is probably conducted on better terms than it would be with a 
passing stranger. 

966. Has not a resident on the spot, beyond the advantage 
which he has of being acquainted with persons and ’with the 
country, the additional advantage of being able to select his 
ojyn time for purchase and sale, whereas a man wjjry goes out 
with a ship is obliged to perform his business at«*f)nce, without 
waiting, and theft to come back?—No doubt he has. 

967. Is not it the case in that trade, as in trades generally, 
that when supercargoes are sent out, they make the best 
bargain they can with seme merchant at the port, giving him 
as little commission as they can agree for, and pocketing the 
remainder?—No, I think not in China. I think that they make 
a contract with the Hong merchants, to whom they consign 
Themselves, in the best terms they can; but I apprehend there 
is no division of the supercargo’s commission with the Hong: 
it is well understood what he will have to pay to the Hong 
befpre he leaves the United States, afid that is apart from his 
own commission altogether. 

968. You have stated what is tha> custom of the Chinese i» 
case any damaged tea is found in the cargo they ship; do- you 
think the American trade is more subject to tricks and decep¬ 
tions of that description than the Engjish trade ?—I am not able 

,to answer that. 

969. Can you state whether there is generally any material 
difference between the quality of the tea imported into America 

‘ and the tea imported by the J3ast-lndia Company into this 
country?—I can only speak from general rumour* The feeling 
on the parS*of the Americans is,#that the tea imported into the 
United States is better than that we drjnk in Englafld; but 
they do not drink so much blagk tea in America as they do in 
England. 

970. Has that opinion been stated as a positive opinion ?—I 

have frequently heard the Americans say that they thought 
their tea bettgr tLan ours. , * 

971. Have you beerf in America yourself?—Yes, I resided 
there many years. 
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25 Feb. 1830. 972. What should you say from your own experience?—I 

— 7 — am not a sufficient judge to answer from my own experience: 

JK Brown, Esq. was man y ye^rs ago, and I have very littlqrrecollection of the 
kind of tea I use^l to drink at that time. 

973. Do you know the rate of insurance from Canton to 
America ?—It has varied : it has been as high as six ; I believe 
now jjtbout four and a half to five per cent. 

974. Where are those insurances effected ?—In the United 

, States. « * 

975. Did you mean to say that the green tea in America is 

better than the green tea in this country, and that the black 
tea in America is better than the black tea in this country ?— 
It is a very difficult question to answer satisfactorily. I have 
merely heard persons who have been in the United States say 
generally, that the tea was better than our English tea. Par¬ 
ticulars were not gone into; it was not said whether it was 
black tea dr'gy.een tea. * 

976. Do you consider the woollens that yoy send out from 
this country of an inferior quality to what the East-India Com¬ 
pany ship ?—I have no reason to believe that they are of an 
inferior quality; but I am not a judge of the article myself. 

977. Where are they manufactured r 1 —The woollens are ma¬ 
nufactured at Leeds, and the stuffs at Norwich. 

978. When you buy them from the manufacturers there, do 
you make that bargain upon the understanding that 1 they are 
of an inferior quality to what the Company ship, or do*you con¬ 
sider yourself assaying a price for a fair quality ?—The agent 
who has always made ^those purchases in this country is a 
partner in the house, and I have always understood from him 
that they were quite as gopd as the Company’s, and bought 
upon, equally favourable, or more favourable terms. 

' 979. Are the goods ordered to be made by the agent, or are 
they bought by the agent ready made ?—I believe both ways: 
they are sometimes bought ready made, and occasionally or¬ 
dered to be made; but the detail of the transactions by the 
agent I am not so conversant with. 

980. Have you ever understood from the agent who bought 
those goods that he made a point of obtaining cheap and interior 
goods, rather than goods of thp best quality ?—I Ijave, always 
understood that he retained goods of the very best quality 
and that he was extremely particular about them; for the 
Chihese have* a peculiar taste, and he endeavoured as far as 

. possible to meet that taste. « 

981. You have staged that you have understood that the trade 
in dry goods to China, independent of the homyeward cargo, has 
been profitable ; have you had occasionalo see any accounts of 
sales from which Vou have formed that opinion^?—-Our friend 
here transacting that business had made such representations 
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to me, and I have every reason to give credit to them, that the 23 lvi>. 
outward cargoes were reasonably profitable. 

982. Then you have not seen any account sidles?— I cannot W " 1{l0lin ’ Jl,f/ 
say that I have; I have only seen them in his Stands in passing. 

983. Do you beheye an American supercargo would decline 
introducing into consumption among the Chinese prohibited 
goods, or goods bearing high duties, whenever profitable to 
them ?—I should think some of them would, others would not. 

984. Do you think Englislftnen and private traders, would • 
decline doing that under those circumstances ?—I think some 
of them would, and others would not. 

9.85. You have stated that there is a commission charged 
up6n goods at Canton either by the supercargo or by merchants 
there; is it upqji the invoice amount of the goods shipped, or 
upon the amount of the sale there ?—When specie is shipped 
from the United States the commission is charge^! on the 
amount of the investment; when goods an* shjffpcd, and the 
cargo bought, there is a double commission upon the gross 
amount of sales and upon the gross amount of purchases. 

986. Taking the gross amount of the accounts oi sale of the 
goods sold there, and thg amount of goods purchased for ship¬ 
ment ?—Yes. 

987. Wave you known any transaction with a resident agent 
at Canton, where there has been wo agreement to gugpnt.ee a 
certain coftimission ?—No. 

988. 'ITien you do not know wllat they charge where there is 
no agreement ?■—No ; I have never seen any*account of salds 
or purchases, and I do not know what the charge is. 

989. What rate of commission do you, or any other agent, * 
receive on goods shipped for China tfn behalf of the Americans?' 

—Upon the transactions that have come through my hailds I. 
have the usual commission for shipping the goods, which is 
half-a-crown per package, and a commission, as banker, of one 
jier cent, for paying for those goods. The partner of the house 
bought the goods that were shipped through us, and of course 

I had nothing to do with that, but to receive and pay for them. 

An agent in Manchester would tmy them for one per cent. I 
apprehend that two and a half per cent, would Tully cover all 
comm i ssaon«eh arges. * • ^ 

*990. You have given an account of goods shipped since 1821; 
was there any exportation^’ British manufactures, from Liver¬ 
pool previous to that year in American bottom ?—1 think not 
to any extent; it mflst have been very limited if there was. 

* 991. “Have you, known any exportation t)f British manufac¬ 

tures in any athet neutral bottom except American ?—No, 1 
have not. * , 

992. Have ydu ever known any metals shipped from Liver¬ 
ied for China#—Yes^lhere has been a little tin shipped, and 
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25 Feb. 1830. some other things, not the produce of England, quicksilver and 
—ginseng. 

w. Broivn, Esq. With reference to the transit trade frdm China by Ame¬ 

rica to Europe, &e you aware whether many of the ships which 
go to America merely land part of their cargo, and carry the 
rest on to Europe, without moving it ?—I "believe it sometimes 
happens, but I should think not generally. 

994. What is the nature of the goods generally exported 
from America to Canton ?—Scarcely any thing but specie from 
the United States; I have known a little cotton go when it was 
very cheap. 

995. Have you have ever known any earthernware sent 
from Liverpool to the East, to Sincapore or China ?— There 
has been*a little sent out for the use of the Factory; but no¬ 
thing that 1 know of in the way of merchandize.* 

996. Do you know whether the woollens imported to this 
country by)i^ericans are ever smuggled into Canton ?—I bfc- 
lieve not, as far as I know. 

997. Has any glass been exported ? - A little in the same 
way for the use of the Factory, but not for trade. 

998. Are you aware whether there has been any considerable 
change in the quality and sorts of articles sent out for the Chi¬ 
nese market from this country ?—I think not much ; they have 
been very stationary. 

999. In your experience of the American trade, is*it nqjt fre¬ 
quently the practice for menchants to send out theif ships to 
some ports in thP East, with orders, in the event of their being 
disappointed in one aaventure, ultimately to go to China ?—I 

. should think it did not often happen: it may have happened; 

•I have no doubt it has happened. 

r. ‘ 1000. Do not you consider it a considerable advantage to free¬ 
traders to have that power of choice of markets in the event of 
their being disappointed in one ?—Certainly. 

1001. Do not you consider that the merchants of any nation 
having that free option, have a great advantage over others who 
are excluded from certain ports ?—Certainly. 

1002. Can you state whether, in the o course of your commu¬ 
nication with any Americans who have dealt at Canton, they 
have expressed any opinion lhat their trade thdi’e fs subject 
either to any partidular advantage or disadvantage, from the 
circumstance of there being* a grejit English Factory there 
dealing with the Hong merchants ?—I never understood from 
them uiafc they had any advantage or disadvantage; I always 
understood that thety weje on a perfect footing of reciprocity 4 
with all other nations that traded there. * . 

1003. But yot did not consider thos^ traders trading there as 
deriving any particular protection or advantage from the ex¬ 
istence of the Company's Factory?— Nrne whatever. 
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1004. Have the supercargoes of the American ships any 
communication with the Company's Factory r—With the Hong 
merchants they hape: the Hong are security^ for their good 
conduct and for the proper management of thpr affairs; 

1005. Do you know how the losses were made good to the 

Americans at the period of the fire at Canton?—I do not; I 
merely know the fact that they were made good. , 

1006. Then you arc not aware that such losses were made 
good by a tax upon foreign trade ?—I was not aware of that; it 
may have been so. 

1007. Do you know whether there have been any experi¬ 
ments made lately in sending out new articles of manufacture 
which were supposed likely to suit the taste of the Chinese ?— 
Yes; I have understood that there have been lately, some at¬ 
tempts made to introduce cotton-yarns to that country with 
some prospect of success. 

* 1008. Are they the only articles ?—They are only articles 

I have had my attention particularly called to. 

1009. Can you state what was the result of this ?—I do not 
know. 


25 Feb. 1830. 
lV.Broum , Esq . 


1010. You stated that the woollens sent out by individuals 
were as good or better than those sent out by the Company ; 
have you the means of knowing the quality of the goods sent 
out by the Company ?—The gentleman who bought ^hem in 
this pountry, I believe, has had an opportunity of seeing those 
purchased, and in preparation for the Company, and he stated 
to me that he conceived them as good, or in some cases better; 
but I only know that from the^ information of the gentleman 
who bought them. 

1011. Do linens ever form any* part in the investment at 
Canton ?—Yes; in the first instance there were some shipment^ 
of linens, but not latterly. 

1012. Did you find that it did not.answer?—I believe not so 
. well. 


1013. Were they coarse or fine linens ?—That I cannot state, 

1014. Do you conceive, in reference to your own personal 
situation, that the openjngof.thS China trade with this country, 
by doing away the Company’s monopoly, would be to your in¬ 
terest or oiRerwise ?—I think it would be against my interest. 

1015. How would it affect youj, interest ?—My interest would 
be affected, inasmuch as ‘those gentlemen I represent in ’this 
country might not .find it worth their while to come in com¬ 
petition with the English free trade. t 

1016. Your apprehension would be,* that the British free trade 
would throw ttie Americans out of the trade between China and 
this country ?—,1 have no doubt it would in the first instance ; 
for to every mgrket we go we send such quantities of goods. 
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25 Feb. 1H:;0. 1017. It is in that way your interest would suffer ?—Yes. 

— 1018. To what extent have you known damages or deficiencies 

h .Brown, t ] )e car g 0es Canton to have been mytde good to Ameri¬ 

can agents ?—M)t very extensively : probably half a dozen in¬ 
stances I have heard of; probably not so many. 

1019. Do you know of any one instance?—Yes, Mr.'Milne 
has tftld me he has had to send back, and got two for one. 

1020. Do you recollect in what ship ?—No. 

102J. Do you know' to what extent ?—Not to a great extent; 
a chest or twm; but I have heard of it in more cases than one. 

Mr. RICHARD. MILNE called in, and examined. 

M>. li. Milne • 1022. Did you reside in Philadelphia for any number of years, 
and have yoa carried on trade with China?—1 have resided 
there a considerable period ; my loading business vending Eng¬ 
lish goods; but I have very often made adventures to India and 
China in vPSwqIs on freight. 

1023. For how' many years were you engaged in the trade 
with India and China?—I commenced in the year 1799, and 
continued, I think, till 1811, and occasionally since; the last 
time 1820. 

* 

1021. Have you consigned more than one ship direct to 
China in the course of those periods?—At the period* alluded 
to, the vessels went chiefly on freight. 1 was a shipper, and 
have shipped in different vessels in the same year a*i moderate 
amounts, being my own underwriter, running the risk vnyself. 

• 1025. What were the articles you shipped to China in parti¬ 
cular?^—Almost always Spanish dollars. 

. I02G. From Philadelphia?—Yes. 

* 1027. What were the returns?—Teas, nankeens, and silks, 
.were’ the leading articles from China ; occasionally other articles 
to fill up the tonnage. 

1028. How' long is it since you left the United States ?—In 
the year 1828. I am a native of Manchester. 

1029. Are you acquainted w ith the trade between the United 
States and China since you ceased to take a part in it yourself, 
namely, in 1820?—After I left pff making adventures cn my 
own account, *1 loaned money to others on wdiat is termed res- 
pondewtia, that gave me the rfleans of general information. 1 s 

1030. During the time you were engaged in this trade with 

CIrina, or since that period, are you aware of any obstacles 
having been thrown in the way of trade by,the Chinese authori¬ 
ties ?—I never heard of any obstacles. , 

1031. When you carried on the tfade rfr China, had you 
supercargoes in the ships, or a resident paerchant'to transact the 
business at Cantdn?—From Philadelphia, at thp period alluded 
to, supercargoes almost always accompanied the ships. 
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1032. Had they a regular salary or a commission They 
had a commission. 

1033. What rate*iof commission ?—Three pel cent, upon the 

amount of purchases at Canton. $ 


25 Feb. 1830. 
Mr. R. Milne. 


1034. Did that iiy?Iud^ the security to the Hong?—The 

security to the Hong, I believe, was estimated on the rate of 
freight which we paid : taking that consideration as one of the 
charges attaching to the ship, they asked a corresponding 
freight. • , # 

1035. You have stated, that when you carried on this trade 
the ships were always accompanied by a supercargo ? — I think 
without exception. 


1036. This supercargo generally was an entire stranger to 
Canton, and to all persons there probably ?—Sometimes those 
supercargoes w£re men of business and very intelligent, at other 
times young persons brought forward through interest for the sake 
oftthe commissions. I have often shipped with ttaae^Iess expe¬ 
rienced persons, the vessel being what was teftndu a good risk. 

1037. When the persons were so inexperienced, did you ever 
get into any difficulty with the Chinese authorities or the Hong 
merchants at Canton ?—I never heard of any. 

1038. No difficulties occurred in consequence? —No difficul¬ 
ties whatever occurred to the vessels in which I was interested. 


1039. When it was an inexperienced supercargo, thg advan¬ 
tage of the merchant was not perhaps so much consulted as 
when it was a man of more experience and judgment ?—We, of 
course, preferred gentlemen of experience ; bwt if it was a vetfy 
good vessel, and no other presented it5blf, we availed ourselves 
of it. 


104,0. Did those adventures in v^hich you were engaged re¬ 
ceive any assistance or meet with any obstacles from the*esta; 
blishment of the British East-India Company ?—My opinion is, 
that they had little communication # witlf each other. I have 
often heard them say so. 

1041. You are not aware that they derived any advantage or 
benefit from the Company’s servants ?—I do not apprehend that 
•they derived any advantage whatever from the Company’s ser¬ 
vants"; but I have often 4ieard*them speak in terms of the highest 
respect ©f tlie Company’s servant#. * 

‘ # 1042. You have no reason to believe they were ever thwarted 
or impeded in any of their engagements by the Company’s ser¬ 
vants?—I do not believe they were. 

1043. As you hafe been a considerable importer of teas into 
* the United States will you state to the Coftimittee what are the 
general description of teas used, in the United States?—Till of 
late years green teas infthe part of the country where I resided, 
were almost thd only teas brought there. Of late, black tea has 
increased, beiryj reconpnended by the faculty. 
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25 Feb. 1830. 1044. Can you state what the proportion of green and black 

Mr R Milne ” at P r . esent ? “ I t,nnk the quantity of black tea is small; it is 
* increasing. ft ^ 

104-5. What h the consumption of tea in the United States 
altogether ?—I forget. There is an annual report from the 
Treasury; but there must be from the United States more than 
twenty ships annually, perhaps thirty: the number varies accord¬ 
ing to the demand and the state of the trade. 

1046. Have there been great piofits in that trade, or has it 
been liable to heavy losses ?-—At the period alluded to my 
business was vending English goods. Not having a great deal 
in the world, I was desirous of increasing it, and I shipped to 
China as an auxiliary. Not owning the vessel, of course 1 
laboured^ under some disadvantages from 1800 to 1811. I 
never experienced any loss in those years. I think, speaking 
within bounds, that the profits might be from fifteen to twenty 
per cent, 'pe^annum ; perhaps occasionally more, but I think I 
may safely say from fifteen to twenty. 

1047. Was a part of the tea imported into the United States 
re-exported ?—Yes. 

1048. To what ports ?—Hamburgh, Bremen, the Continent; 
some little to France, but principally to Hamburgh and Bremen. 

1049.. Did any part of it find its way into the British pro¬ 
vinces ^ in North America?—I have heard much of that. I 
believe'the trade existed formerly, but not now; to what extent 
I cannot say. „ 

* 1050. Can you state what was the proportion of teas exported 
to other countries, iifcluding what might find its way to 
Canada, to the whole quantity imported into the United States ? 
.--That would depend entirely on the home demand ; the quan¬ 
tity, exported comparatively small. When fresh teas arrived 
and the old ones lay on hand they were neglected, consequently 
persons were induced to export them to save the drawback or 
the duty paid on import/ 

1051. Are the Committee to understand from that answer 
that the new teas are greatly preferred to those that have been 
a certain time on hand ?—Decidedly so : it is difficult to sell 
the old teas after the new ones come, save when the quality of 
the old ones has originally been very superior. - _ 

102f2. W T hat do you call old teas in the United States* tea 
wfcich has been a twelvemonth ?—Yes. The Government only 
allow drawbacks within one year frorfi the date of import ,* the 
goods having been in the country more than one year from the 
date of import, forfeit the benefit of drawback. < 

1053. Are they then exported in preference to the new teas, 
both as inferior ip quality and as coming nearer to the period at 
which the duty would be to be paid ?—Having;on hand and in 
the warehouse both old' and new teas, I certainly should ex- 
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port the old ones, keeping the new ones a longer period, for the 25 1830. 

benefit of home sale. ~sr 

1054. Has the quantity imported of late yearn been so much r ‘ ' Une ' 
greater than the consumption as to make this ajoad trade ?—It 
certainly has, I believe, been overdone. 

1056. Have there Seen great losses sustained in consequence 
by the parties who have been engaged in this trade ?—I believe 
there have been very large losses. 

1056. To what do you atferibyte this over-trading ?—In part 
to the love of gain of persons who have got embarked In the 
thing, conceiving that if they got a larger quantity of goods 
probably they might recover themselves. The consumption of 
the.country, I should think, has rather increased the facility 
given by Government in the duties, which is, oqp year from 
the arrival of the vessel the goods are entered, put in bond, and 
from the date they are taken out there is a credit given of one 
year, on the bond of two merchants. 

1057. You state that the parties who havt? sretained losses 
might carry on this trade to excess, from the facility in the 
mode of giving credit on the duty due from those parties, they 
sustaining their affairs by carrying it on with a capital belong¬ 
ing, in fact, to the Government ?—That has been the case ; I 
believe the Government is sensible of its having suffered. 

1058. * Do you attribute the over-trading, in part, to the 

deranged situation of some of the traders having $ facility of 
meeting tjieir engagements by the twelve-months’ credit they 
have obtained on the duties ?—I think I may safely say that 
would be my conclusion. m * 

1059. Can you state to the Committee what has been the 
average rate of duty on the different teas that have been im- * 
porteu into America, at present, ujSon the sale value ?—-It irf 
very high. * 

1060. Is it equal to the same value, is ,it 100 per cent. ?—I 
should think, perhaps, 75 to 100 per«cent. upon the cost price 

•in China. I have a number of prices current which show the 
precise duty on the tea. 

1061. You consider the duty on all sorts, taking it as an 
averse, to be about 75. to 1Q0 per cent, on the ^ cost prices in 
China?—*1 think it is that; in some instances i't will be more 
than that. can explain the duties paid oil each kind of tea: 
bohea tea pays 12 cents per pound \luty; congou, 25; 
souchong, 25; hyson-skiu, 28; ^oung hyson, 40; hyson, 40; 
gunpowder, 50; imperial, 50 cents per pound. . 

1062. Have you got the prices at which those several sorts 

of tea sell ?—I have made out a memorandum of the prices 
which teas hate sold fdt at New York from the year 1820 to 
1829, less the duty. * 

[ The same was delivered in, and read as follows .*-—] 




* 

PRICES of TE Aat New York,in each year.from*lS*20 to 1829, reduced to sterling, at the exchange of8 per cent.premium. 
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1063. When you say less the duty, you mean the duty 
what is commonly called short price ?—Yes. 


off, 25 Feb. J 830. 


1064. From what*have you compiled that ?—firom the prices 
current published at New York. I believe alsw they w’ere ex¬ 
treme prices. In going into the New York market I could buy 
teas clieaper than those for money. I have no hesitation in say¬ 
ing that I believe it is tolerably correct; but wherever there 
were fractions, I added them to the price, so as to enable me 
to speak with confidence whe*i I came here. 


Mr. R. Mil at. 


1065. Do those prices-current from which you have compiled 
this table state the highest prices ?—I believe they do fully so, 
with a view to supporting the market. 


1066. Are those the cash prices, or is there a discount? 
They are the prices at a credit of from four to six nlontlis. 


1067. How much lower would they be for cash ?—I think I 

mey say four or five per cent, lower. .* 

1068. Does t(je account you have delivire^ in show the 
specific duty ?—It does not: these papers do, and I have just 
stated the duty to the Committee? 


1069. You are understood to state as the result of your inves¬ 
tigation, that, as near as may be, you think the average specific 
duty on the China cost is 75 to 100?—Yes; there are instances 
in the case of hyson-skin tea in which it is more; it is full that 
in the mstaace of hyson-skin ; it is a good deal above I0(f. 

1070. I*s it 75 percent, in the cost price at Canton, or on the 

sale price at New York ?—It exceeds 75 per cent, in the cost 
price in China. * 

1071. What do you suppose it may be on the sale price at 
New York?—If hyson-skin tea sells jfor 63 cents and the duty 
is 28, that is about 45, I think, without calculating it. It is a 
specific duty per pound : the papers are here, and the calcula¬ 
tion is simple ; I prefer stating the simple d\ity per pound. 

. 1072. Is the present rate of duties the same as it was in the 
year 1820, or has the tariff increased those duties ?—I think, 
according to my recollection, that duty was not increased by 
the lasj tariff, but I am not certain- 

1073. The mode of transacting this business In America is 

something oTthis sort, that the impbrter obtains from the govern¬ 
ment a credit of twelve months for the duty when he takes his 
tea out of bond and sells i^?—Exactly so. , .> 

1074. He sells it, you say, on a credit of six months generally? 
—Yes. , 

1075. That credit of six months is a. bi/1 of exchange pro¬ 
bably ?—A promissory njbte. 

1076. That is immediately convertible intn cash on a dis¬ 
count by the banks in America ?—The banks discount paper at 

'S * '£ 
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25 Feb. 1830. four months; seldom so long as six, unless they have an over¬ 
abundance of money. 

1077. The importing merchant selling his teas with the duty, 
at what is calleo the long price, has a capital equal to the duty 
to carry on a future operation, and to speculate again on a fresh 
import?—The prevailing opinion in America is, that this duty 
puts, him in full possession to purchase another full cargo. When 
I speak of the duty being 75 to 100 per cent, on the cost in 
China, I conceive I am speaking within hounds. It is general 
conceived that the long credit given by the government enables 
the importerto send his vessel again direct to China, and im¬ 
port another cargo. 


1078. Do you attribute any part of the over-trading to ■ the 
facilities^of those credits, and to the protection it gave to a per¬ 
son in bad circumstances, as not compelling hith to meet his en¬ 
gagements?—It is the prevailing opinion that the advantages 
derived from the credit contributed generally to the over¬ 
trading. ^ ' 

1079. Does the same system prevail in any other branch of 
American trade; the import of manufactured goods from this 
country for instance ?—We have eighteen and twelve months on 
European manufactures; English are "the bulk. 

1080. The duty being very high on English manufactures, 
does it not create a credit, advanced by the government, which 
gives great facilities to over-trading ?—That is the prevailing 
opinion, and remonstrances have been repeatedly made to 
government to lessen the credit, with a view of putting it out of 
the power of enterprizkig or speculative persons to deal on the 
scale which they do. 

1081. Does it not giv^ great facilities to parties whose cir¬ 
cumstances are deranged, to carry on trade for s long time after 
they ought to settle with their creditors ; and is it not the result, 
that the government 1 seepre the whole of their assets when they 
are driven to the necessity of closing their concerns?—Govern¬ 
ment have‘suffered of late. 


1082. But their individual creditors suffer to a greater degree, 
do they not ?—The individual creditors have suffered to a great 
extent, of late years. The greater part of the English goods 
vended in America have been done by commission houses, 
who made advances to manufacturers in this country, by com¬ 
ing under acceptance for 60 er 70 per cent.; it applies to other 
things. . 

1083. Have there been losses of a like nature with those in , 
the China trade sustained in any other branches of the trade of 
America from this facility of credit ?—*1 think not to the same 
extent; nothing, so great. 

1084. Is there any circumstance in the trade in tea which has 
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made the loss heavier on that branch than on other articles 
of trade ?—The facility of the credit in the duty. 

1085. Is the credit greater on tea than on ottter articles ?— 
1 he credits on China goods are six, twelve, and eighteen months; 
the average is longer op China goods than on European. 

108d. Are there any other causes that have interfered with 
the tea trade of the United States?—I do not know of <my 
materially. 

1087. Have not duties bedn laid in Europe on the import of 
teas through America ?—I believe there has been something of 
that kind of late; but I cannot speak to it. 

1088. The trade to Canada, you arc aware, is no longer 
carried on?—I believe not. 


1089. Has tfip result been a diminished impbrt into the 
United States ?—I believe since 1827-8 the import has fallen 
off. 

a * 

1090. Do you consider the trade now in a*tlnytomg or a de¬ 
pressed state ?—In a depressed state. 

1091. Is it as much so as it was in 1827-8 ?—I understand 
it is depressed. 

1092. As you have imported a considerable quantity of tea, 
and have been a dealer for many years, what is your opinion of 
the relative qualities of tea imported into the United States 
and that imported into this country ?—I believe the jiea im¬ 
ported into'the United States to be good. 

1093. Is it as good as the tea consumed in this country ?— 

I should think it is equal in quality ; thc^green teas particularly! 

1004. Do you speak from your own knowledge ?—I speak 
from my own knowledge, and having heard English ladies say 
it was quite as good tea as any tlwft they had ever drank in ' 
England. ^ 


1095. You think, from your experience,, that tea is deterio¬ 
rated by keeping ?—I think it is. * 

1096. Have the prices at Canton been uniform and steady, 
or have they varied ?—They fluctuate. 

1097. Do they fluctuate almost every year ?—That is go¬ 
verned by the demand. 

10^8. Yen* never found any difficulty in procuring whatever 
quantity you required ?—Sometimes in tke article of young 
hyson, it was difficult to procure sufficient of the best quality; 
of the other teas generally* abundant, or often abundant: the 
young hyson of fine quality was often scarce. 

1099. *In the mqjrketat Canton, is there* any difference in 

the price of te^ of * the like description,* in consideration of its 
being older or fresher P^OId teas are always yold cheaper in 
China. » 

1100. Does samc # difference in price prevail in the United 
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States ?—They are always more difficult of sale. If the market 
was abundantly supplied, it would be difficult to sell old teas, 
unless the qiMlity of them was very fine. , 

1101, With whom were the transactions carried on at Canton 
for the purchase of the teas generally ? A part was always 
bought of the security-merchant; the residue from other gen¬ 
tlemen in the Hong, and a part from the outside merchants or 
shopmen, as they are called. 

1102. In what proportions Pr-Dcannot speak to that; I should 
think that would vary. 

1108. Is the quality of tea purchased from the outside mer¬ 
chant equal to that procured from the Hong ?—I should think 
it is, some of them being highly respectable; in short, quite 
favourites, ©ne or two of them. 

1104. So that you think teas of equally good quality are to 
be procured from the outside merchants with those obtained 
from the Hqng merchants or the security merchants ?— I tiiunk 
they are, but probably not in the same quantities. 

1105. You have stated the commission to a supercargo to 
be three per cent.?—I think it was uniformly so. 

1106. Have you ever, instead of employing a supercargo, 
employed any resident agent at Canton ?—I have not myself, 
but some of the merchants of Philadelphia did. 

11Q7. What was the commission they paid to the resident 
agent ?— It would not vary much from three per cenf.; if it 
varied it would be a mere fraction, it would not be more. 

1108. You “would iprefer employing a resident agent to a 
supercargo perhaps ?—There arc often two supercargoes on 
board the vessel, and it is a protection to the cargo. 

.1109. Do you allow arly commission on the outward' invest¬ 
ment?— Not any. The outward investment is dollars; the 
commission is solely on the purchase at Canton, or on the 
amount of dollars paid there. 

1110. A supercargo going to Canton has no commission bn 
the investment at Philadelphia ? — He has no commission save 
on the amount invested for the return voyage. 

1111. Is no commission gWcn to the native or Hong mer¬ 
chants?— None tfiat I know^of. v% - , 

1112. When you talk of old teas, what is the age of a tea 
jjou consider as old?-*-1 should suppose the teas of the previous 

J ^ear are considered old; but they might have been on hand 
onger. 

1113. Can you‘State front recollection $te comparison be¬ 
tween teas of the like description of 4he preceding year or the 
current years ?~In two or three instances, I ordered old skin 
teas if they were to be had cheap ; and the old teas cost 17 or 
18 talcs, when the new teas would be worth J22 to 24. 

4 * 
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1114. Do you mean to say that there is a difference of at 05 jg 30 
least 30 per cent, in the value of teas of the like description, —at 
from the circumstance of the one being a year tdder than ano- Mr. R. Milne. 
ther ?-r-T do not think that the difference in#value will be 
generally so great, but I mean to speak from what I have expe¬ 
rienced in solitary instances. 

1115. Does that difference apply equally to the finer teas.?— 

I think not in so great a degree as to the common teas. 

1116. Do you know what is t^e duty no v paid on tea in the 
British provinces of America ?—I have understood it to be very 
small. I do not kuow whether it is more than two to four-pence 
per pound. 

11*17. Have you the sale prices of tea at Quebec or Halifax? 

—1 have not any. , 

1118. Has tho consumption of young hyson greatly increased 
in the United States compared to other teas ?—It is the 
favourite tea, and there is always a great demand #>rit; so 
much has been brought of it of inferior quality irhat the price 
has been reduced; the Chinese finding the demand for it in¬ 
creased the quantity. 

1119. Has it happened in the importations that you have had 
to open any chests of bad*quahty ?—I recollect receiving a chest 
of tea filled with sand or something of that kind; I sent it back, 
and if my recollection be correct, I received two for it. I know 
it is the custom in China to return two for one in case t)f fraud 
or de*»eptidVi. 

1120 . Do you conceive the outside traders, the parties of 
whom you purchased tea, as men of fair character and honoui- 
ble in their dealings ?—I believe the Aong and many of the 
outside to be fair dealers, and quite men of business. 

1121. As much as are generally mst with in the trade of other 

countries?—Their character is sometimes lightly spoken of,‘but 
I have heard American gentlemen say that it is unjustly so, thal 
they find them fair, , 

. 1122 . Do they ever give any credit in China?—I think in the 
year 1819-20 I experienced misfortunes in England, and 1 re¬ 
ceived a credit of a few thousand pounds from Mr. Howqua; 
he kqgw nothing of me but from inquiries. 

1123. Do you consider the Chinese merchant^, and the au¬ 
thorities •iiDChina generally, as dfsposed to *give every facility 
and encouragement to fair trade with the United States ?—J 
think so ; it is generally updersto^al, what is called, a rich shq 
in America is very acceptable in Canton. 

1124. Do you know any other instance of credit having beet 

given ?—I believe,the Chinese have suffered greatly from givim 
credits. » * * 

1125. Giving credit lb Americans?—I will .not confine my 

self to Americans; there certainly have been instances of thei 
suffering. » , 
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25 Feb. 1830. 1126. What is the difference between purchasing on credit 

*r — and purchasing for ready money in the price of tea ?— In the 

Mr. li. Milne. j ns t ance to which I allude, and I do not m.ean to speak beyond 
that, I paid Mr. Howqua one per cent, per month until the 
money was returned; I accomplished that in ten months. It 
was impossible to calculate the interest/not knowing when the 
vesspl would arrive, and I think I still owe him £50; but he 
sent me the bond, giving it up, saying I had been prompt, and 
he did not wish for any more. 

1127. As far as your, experience goes, have you every reason 
to think that, in transacting business generally at Canton, there 
is the same disposition and facility to encourage fair dealing as 
in other countries ?—I have no reason whatever to doubt tljat. 

1128. Have you eVter, in any of your dealings with England 

or any other country, found the merchants give up £50 which 
you consider them entitled to?—I never owed interest-money to 
any onef this was accidental. * 

1129. In fait, you do not consider the Chinese as disposed to 
thwart or throw obstacles in the way of commerce carried on in 
a fair manner with foreign merchants ?—I should conclude them 
rather friendly to commercial intercourse. Vessels going there 
with Spanish dollars, 1 think, have great advantages, and are 
very well received. 

1130. Have you any experience of vessels going therewith 
assorted cargoes of manufactured goods?—I newr shipped 
goods myself, only I observed what my neighbours w;cre 8omg. 

, 1131. Were you connected with the China trade at the time 
of the great fire at Canton ?—-No. 

1132. Do you know whether the losses sustained by the mer¬ 

chants of the United State% were made good by the government ? 
— Only by report. , 

1133. Have you any reason to doubt that the trade of the 
United States with Cantqn, when the effects of this over-trading 
are done away, will be a remunerating trade like others?—I 
should think it would, if conducted on correct principles. 

1134. What has been generally the freight per ton from Phila¬ 

delphia to Canton and back?*-In the periods in which.! was 
first interested vessels were in request rather. We pay ten per 
cent, on the amount shipped; paid the money iif China,. and 
were entitled to two tons and one-eighth measurement for every 
1 QP 0 dollars shipped. * f 

1135. Do you know the present rate ?—I believe it is lower, 
but I cannot speak to that. 

1136. Is there any prqtection by any public authority on the 
part of the United States to the trade ofltheir citizens at Canton ? 
—There has been a consul there. * 

1137. Is there one now?—lam not certain] the gentleman 
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who resided there has returned to America, but whether there 
has been a successor appointed I am not certain. 

1138. How was the consul paid?—I do not think he received 
any thing, but I am not certain. I heard it saicr that he acted 
gratuitously, but I cannot speak to that. 

113$. Since the period you first embarked in this trade, the 
quantity of tea required for America has probably increased*?— 
Very greatly. 


23 Frb. 1830. 
Mr. R. Milne. 


1140. Supposing it to inci%aso in the same proportion jn the - 1 
next thirty years as it has done in the last, do you think there 
would be any difficulty in supplying the increased demand ?— 

I cannot well answer that question. I have always understood 
the Chinese could supply any quantity of tea; but 1 am not 
able to answer that question. » 

1141. Was there any difficulty experienced from the increased 
demand?—It enhanced the price a little, but not materially, on 
that account, I think. 

. * ✓ 

1142. Has there been any difficulty in procuring the black 
teas in China, now that the demand for that article has in¬ 
creased ?—The importation of black teas from China into the 
United States has been very limited till lately. I have never 
heard of any difficulty, but I cannot speak to it; I never re¬ 
member any. 

1143. You have stated that the quantity now imported, and 

the demand for it, are increasing?—Yes. ' * 

i u f 

1144. But you never heard of any complaint of difficulty m 

procuring it ?—No. * * 

1 ^45. With respect to green tea, (fo you contemplate any 
difficulty, supposing the quantity of that required to be in- . 
creased?—I cannot speak to that# but I never heard any 
apprehensions on that head expressed by any one. 


1146. Do you know whether the Americans, in their supply 
of black tea, are limited to qualities > which do not suit the 
British market, and are not taken by the East-India Company? 
—The black tea imported into America is chiefly souchong, or 
what is called souchong; very good tea; I make use of it my¬ 
self; J never heard any difficulty^expressed. 

1147. Do you find it of as good a quality as that you find in 
England ?-^It was very good tea. M It would be wrong in me to 
speak on that head, it being rather a new 2 hing, or new to me; 
the fine black teas in England arc ,J of excellent quality. 

1148. Are the po# charges required by the government of 
, China vjery considerable on American vessels?—The ships 

going from the United States generally will average about 350 
to 400 tons; the port ^barges are supposed to be 7,000 dol¬ 
lars : they used to be reckoned at 8 , 000 . J 

1149. Supposing the ship to be double that size, will the port 
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charges be the same or greater ?—I understand the same, but 
I cannot speak to that. 

1150. You a|e not acquainted with the ,trade at Sincapore, 
or any other p<rft ?—No, I am not. 

1151. The first thing a ship does on arriving at Canton, is 
to make an arrangement with the security merchant P* 2 -The 
supercargoes land, I understand, like men of business, and go 
first to one IIong and then to another, and inquire the prices 
of goods, and secure the ship, with a person to whom it may 
appear to them of most advantage. 

1152. With the member of the Hong who will do it on terms 
the most favourable to the ship ?—Yes. 

1153. The parties then go from one Hong merchant to ano¬ 

ther, till they have ascertained who will do it on the most favour¬ 
able terms ?—So I understand. * 

1154. »They are at liberty to employ whichever they please? 

— I have undqrstqod they were on shore several days before 
they fixed. r 

1155. Making their bargain ?—Yes, so I understand. 

1156. And the government does not interfere to prevent 
that ? — I believe not at all; I have alw ays understood the busi¬ 
ness to be simple and easy. 

1157. Does it amount to any thing more than an agreement 
with thf Hong merchant to take a certain quantity of goods 
from him for his being the security-? —I believe they uniformly 
purchase a part at the price agreed on. 

1158. Not higher th%n the market price?—No. 

1159. When you state that it is a simple operation, he agrees 
with the Hong merchant, who will supply him with a certain 
quantity of goods on reasonable terms ?—Yes ; but if I go with 
a rich ship, 1 can make good terms. I pay mdne} r , of course, 
which gives me advantages. 

1160. They are glad £b supply you at the market price?— 
Yes, very glad. 

1161. Is not the difficulty greater when you carry out goods 

than when you carry out specie ?—I never shipped goods; I 
should conclq.de it was certainly greater. * 

1162. You hav/5 stated thjit you have carried o&. tfos trade 
from’the year 1799 \p 1811 ?—Yes, and occasionally; the* last 

time in 1820. . . 

* s 

1163. Is there any circumstance in the trade, according to 

your opinion, which induced you to leave it oft ?—I did not find 
it profitable. • « 

1164. You have stated that, new tea*was greyly superior in 

price to old tea;, do you mean new tea bought in China, or tea 
which has been long kept in the United States ,of America ?— 
1 intended the remark to apply in both ways. € A 
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1165. What period do you consider long in tea, after its 2 j Fob. ] 8 .;o. 

arrival, being kept in the United States before it was sold ?— —-* 

At New York, in the case of some of the persons who have ^ r ' 
been pnfortunate, tBe old teas were sold at run Jus prices. 

1166. How long had they been kept on hand ?—They had 
forfeited the drawbacks: of course, they had been more than 
one year in the country; probably two; I cannot speak textile 
time. They were sold very low.m the case of Mr. Smith. 

1167. Without any other* circumstance in the market, the 
quality of the teas was held to be of less value in consequence 
of the time they had been on hand?—Yes. 

1168. You have stated that the trade became less profitable; 
can-you state what the profit was by your last investment from 
China?—I did not make much, or rather I did not make any 
tiling. 1 believt?it 1 ias occasionally been better since. 

1169. Did you ever hear of any disputes arising between the 
American subjects and the Chinese government ?—- I have 
mentioned that iy those cases wherein I was lritdVested nothing 
unpleasant ever occurred. I only know from the public prints 
relative to the sailor, a case which has been mentioned ; the 
vessels in w r hich I was interested never experienced any diffi¬ 
culty. 

1170. „You have had no information from other persons as to 
those disputes ?—No, I have not. 

1171. You have stated the proportion of price *hf China 
between the fresh teas and the old teas; have the goodness to 
state what, upon the average, in the towns of imerica, is the 
difference between teas of a year old atltl the fresh teas; is it 
five,* ten, fifteen per cent., or what proportion ?—Taking care 
what ^say, I should say it exceeded five per cent.; but I do * 
not mean to pledge myself. It is* extremely difficult to.sell* 
them, unless tile old teas have been originally of a very good 
quality. 

1172. Is it not an universal opinion that the quality originally 
of some of the fresh teas is better than of the stale tea?—There 
is uniformly a decided preference; it is extremely difficult to sell 
the old when the new arrives. 

Ilfs. Are you aware that- the East-India Company in tins 
country nr®*>biiged by law to keep their teas 9 yea? before they 
sfell them ?—I have heard that the teas weye kept a long time; 

I was not sensible of it; I have J^eard the subject mentioned ; 

I have no knowledge of thb law. 

1174. Supposing that to be the case, and that the East-India 
* Company, either by compulsion of the law, or other circum¬ 
stances, were ya th*e habit of keeping fheir teas .always a year 
before they sold them, Jo not you think that any other trader 
offering in the jiwket f re ®h teas, would find a groat prefe¬ 
rence over the (Jmnpany ?—Decidedly so. 
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25 Feb I8:i0. 1175. That the taste of this country, like that of America, 

-*■ — would pronounce itself in favour of the fresh tea over the stale ? 

Mr. Ji. M/l/ic. __ Decidedly so. 

1176. You ave stated the duties in America to be levied 
on the different teas, mentioning the teas by name, so much on 
souchong, so much on twankay, and so on ? — Yes. 

H t 77. Is it not common for one quality to be packed up in 
China with a different name: hyson for hyson-skin, or young 
, hyson, and so on, for the purpose of affecting the rate of duty 
to be collected in America ?—That would be considered a great 
fraud, and, of course, persons of respectability never do such 
things; I have no knowledge of it myself; I have heard of a 
person in New York practising some deceptions, but of course 
he lost credit, and the thing was discontinued, I imagine; I 
have no ‘knowledge of such frauds, and cannot speak to them ; I 
should consider the instances very few. 

1178. 'Do you suppose that if, for instance, young hyson was 
packed for hyscn-Skin, a custom-house officer could distinguish 
the qualities on their arrival ?—I think he could. 

1179. And that any fraud attempted of that description 
would be detected ?—If such frauds exist the instances are very 
few. 

1180. You have stated up to what time your trade jwas pro¬ 
fitable and when it ceased to be so, and when you were in¬ 
duced tfc retire from it; from the period that the China trade 
ceased to be profitable, has not almost all foreign trade of every 
description bee,n losing?—All foreign commerce from the 
United States has, generally speaking, been very unprofitable. 

1181. Do you think that this China trade to which you allude 
Jias merely fallen into the same position with almost all the 
shipping trade of the country?—When I left the China trade I 
turned my attention to cotton, which my friends and con¬ 
nexions in Lancashire were quite at home in, but I did not 
better myself much. 

1182. The commerce generally has been a losing occupation 
for many years past ?—I believe a good deal so. 

1183. Were you ever concerned in a whole cargo to China? 
—Merely as shipper on freight. 

1184. To whaf extent?—-As my capital increased, my 
business increased, dbmmencing moderately. 

T185. That is the practice in the American trade?—Yes. 

1186. When you speak of the foreign trade of the United 
States being a losing one, do you mean to apply that remark to 
the import of raw materials into this, country,, or the whole 
course of trade, including the import* and export trade?—I 
believe that a person who imported English (fry goods judi¬ 
ciously, what I would term a practical man, ev^n yet, under all 
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the difficulties, makes a little money; at least if he did not grow 
very rich, he would get a living, I think, with economy. 

1187. The profit ^iade is chiefly on the export of manufac¬ 
tures from this country to America?—The commerce of the 
United States is very extensive; and various persons who export 
colonial and domestic produce often lose money. Persons who 
import English goods on a moderate scale, and have judicious 
agents in this country, I believe, are rather benefited, but not 

materially,of late. . 

1188. The benefit of the trade, upon the whole, consists more 
in the profit on the manufactured article than in the exporta¬ 
tion of the raw material ? —Yes, I think so. Importers of French 
goods do well sometimes; but to these points I cannot speak 
explicitly. 

1189. Have 
have done so. 


1 

ybu"ever imported any China silk goods?—I 


1190. Have you ever imported any raw silk?—Never. 

1191. Has tha profit on China silk goods l>een equal to that 
on tea ?—I think, on the whole, better. 


25 Frb. 1M0* 


Mr. U ■ Mdnc. 


1192. Have you ever imported any nankeens ?—Yes. 

1193. What proportion of profits do nankeens bear to other 
articles imported ? —The nankeens were often a bare article; 
sometimes they lay on hand. 

1194. Should you say that the demand in America for tea is 

increasing ?—The population increases greatly, and the*demand 
for tea increases with it. The usual breakfast is coffee; they 
drink tea in the afternoon. * • 

1JL95. Do the labouring classes in ftie United States drink 
tea as they do in this country ?—I believe they do, 

1196. Was there any export of ten from the United States to 
j\ny of the southern ports of America ?—A little, I think,* but 
limited. I cannot speak to that; I have heard of it. 

1197. Do you know that any teas are smuggled into the 
•Canadas?—I have heard much of that. I have been in Canada, 

and heard of it there, and I suppose it did exist: I have spoken 
to that in the former part of my evidence, 

1198. When you mentioned tfte quality of tea in America to 
be as gopij^as that in England, did you refer^to the fresh tea in 
Amferica or the old tea ? —I believe the whole" of the green teas, 
the hyson, the imperial, and gunpowder, io be as good tea as 
can be produced, in my opinion. * 

1199. As good tea as there is here?—Yes, I think so; they 
have been bought for Spanish dollars. , 

1200. Do ypu refer te the fre§h teas of those descriptions, or 
the year-old teas of those descriptions ?—I # refer to the teas 
generally, whep they are imported, being of as good quality as 
can be procured t 
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Lunce , 1° die Martii , 1830. 

JOHN FRANCIS DAVIS, Esq. aga/n called in, and 

examined. 

♦ 

1201. The Committee understand that trade, on the part of 
the East-India Company, is given in shares to the Hong mer¬ 
chants ; will you state the proportion of those shares ?—The 
shares are in number twenty -'one 1 ; of which the chief Hong 
merchant has four, the four next three, and the two last two and 
a half each. 

1202. Are there not some of the Hong merchants insolvent ? 
—Certainly not; they are all in full trade. 

1203. ‘Do each of them really receive those shares of the 
trade. Some of them receive more, according, to the teas which 
may be at their disposal beyond the actual contracts. These 
proportions apply* only to what are called the contract teas, 
about three-filths of the Company's investment.* The remaining 
two-fifths are left to be filled up by casual tenders on the part 
of those who may have the best teas to offer. 

1204. Are the casual tenders always from the Hong mer¬ 

chants, and never from any other party?—From the Hong 
merchants. • 

1205. % Are those shares considered of value ?—As regards the 
teas, hut. otherwise as regards the imports; for the lElong* mer¬ 
chants sustain a loss upon a great number of imports. * 

1206. Upon ttie whol$ you consider them valuable ?—They 

must be so. • 

* 1207. Have you ever heard them estimated at any certain 

amount?—I have heard sfich conjectural estimates; but they 
must be mere guesses, as we cannot have access r to their books»> 

1208. Have you ever known them to be sold ?—-Certainly 
not; it is quite out of my’knowledge. 

1209. Did you ever hear that each share was reckoned 
worth 40,000 dollars ?—-It must be a guess on the part of the 
person that reckoned it. 

1210. With, respect to contract teas, is the contract made 

each year ?—It is made in the% preceding season fon^he subse¬ 
quent one. » 

1211. And the price then tattled?—Always in reference to 

each denomination of tea. There is a descending scale of 
prices; and in reference to the tea whidh may be produced 
under each class, the price is settled. t • 

1212. Is that series of price settled every yfcar,. or does it go 
on from year to, year ?—The series of prices, in reference to 
qualities, is settled, and has been for some time.' One difference 
I recollect that lately took place ; it was 9 a general reduction in 
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the prices of teas, one tale under every character. It took place 
in the year 1825, and was in favour of the Company to the 
amount of about £20,000. 

1213. Then, with the exception of that diminution, the prices 

for each dass of tea # have been settled for some time ?—They 
have.* • ■ > tm , • a • 

1214. Do you remfeniber how long? I dannot state ex^ptly. 

1215. But from 1825 to the present moment the same price 
has been given ?—Yes, generally. 

1216. Are the teas that are not Contract teas purchased also 
according to ascale of prices, or according to the market price ? 
-—They are purchased in reference to their quality, and accord¬ 
ing 1 to the scale. 

1217. That i*}, in fact, upon the same rule With respect to 

price as the contract teas?—No; they are necessarily lower in 
prjee, being lower in quality. + 

1218. What do you call the teas which are*nqjt contract teas ? 
—There is a certain portion called “ winter teasthe re¬ 
mainder must be described by the negative term, “ not contract 
teas.” 

1219. According to tlieir quality, would the teas that are not 
contract teas be purchased by the Company at the same rate as 
the contract teas ?—No; they are always understood to be 
lower. 

1220 . In what proportion are they lower?—The proportion 

must be 'gathered from the total; it is impossible for me to 
state it. „ * * 

1221 . Upon what ground is it that they are lower?—On the 
ground of their being inferior, or perhaps old teas. 

1222. Are they always old teas ?-a-Not always, but upon the 
ground of their*being generally inferior. 

1223. Is there not a portion of the winter teas which is of a 
superior quality of tea?—The winter (teas are always purchased 

* in the current season for shipment in the subsequent season. 
They are what were rejected as. "contracts;” they were below 
contract quality , and are taken at a very reduced price. 

1224. Are they invariably b'elow ?—They must be below, 
having offered as contracts, jand not accepted. 

' 1*225. Then are the Committee to understand, that all the 
tea which is not contract tea, has been rejected in the antece¬ 
dent year as contract tea?—In fne current year, * not all; only 
the winter tea. . 

1220 . But the other portions, which are*not winter teas, have 
not been rejected,?—Those which are not winter teas have not 
been rejected. • . 

1227. What, proportion do those which nave not been re¬ 
jected bear to tfiose wjiich have been rejected ?—It is very d if- 
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ficult for me to state, because the quantity of the winter teas 
varies in different seasons. 

1228. Can you furnish the Committee with an account, for 
two or three years, of the proportions of the teas ?—-The* total 
investment of the Company’s black teas is about 270,000 chests, 
of which the contracts are three-fifths. Of winter teas there are, 
I thi^k, about 20,000 chests ; but this varies. 

1229. The winter teas being the rejected teas of the antece¬ 
dent year ?—Of the season antecedent to their shipment. They 
are purchased in February, and shipped in the subsequent Oc¬ 
tober or November. They are rejected, not as being positively 
bad, but as being comparatively inferior to the high class called 
contract. 

1230. .Then the prices paid by the Company are settled 
according to the scale, and without referedbd* to the market 
price of the day ?—Yes; but they are lower than the contracts. 
They are"settled according to the scale, subject to change aSid 
alteration. The Company has always regulated the market price 
of teas. 

1231. When did any change take place?—The last consider¬ 
able change took place in 1825, but I will not say that some 
denominations have not been lowered ^Snce. 

1232. How is the price fixed upon this scale?—The f price is 
fixed according to a certain classification under each denomina¬ 
tion. There are not less than ten classes under each,denomina¬ 
tion ; for instance, under the denomination of congo, .therfe arc, 
iq fact, more than ten classes. 

1233. Between what parties is it that this price is fixed ?—Be¬ 
tween the buyers and the sellers: between the Hong and*the 
Company. 

1234. Do you know whether the teas that are,sent to Canada 
are purchased by the Company according to the same scale of 
price as those sent to this country ?—They are not contract 
teas; they are of a lower'description. 

1235. Do they form any proportion of the shares which the 
Hong merchants supply by contract?—No; the whole consign¬ 
ment is to the amount of not more than £100,000. 

• t 

1236. Those are not purchased-then according to this scale of 
price?—They are^purchased socording to the price^rhich the 
Company choose to affix to each quality. 

4237. Are they higher or lo*yer ?—They are lower than the 
contracts, and.of a lower quality. 

1238. In proportion to the quality, are they lower than the 
contract teas ?—I bdlieve t the price is proportioned, as'well as 
can be, to the real value of the commodity in‘both cases. 

1239. Can yoti speak positively to that?—I should say de¬ 
cidedly. 

r 
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1240. How are the prices of woollens, which the Horig mer- l Mar. lsso. 

chants take, affixed ?—According to the demand. f~I) 

1241. The same.way as the teas?—Yes; except that the £ Sf . 
relative situation of the parties dealing becomes changed. The 

one become sellers, aijd the other buyers. 


1242. But still it is a mutual agreement between the parties? 

—Certainly. I would add, that the last consignmes# of 
woollens to China, it is estimated, will yield a profit upon the 
whole, if the prices remain the same as they were by the last . 


accounts. 


1243. Supposing'then, in so far as the value of woollens goes, 
that, there were an arbitrary price put upon the woollens and 
updn the tea, it does not follow that we should ascertain the 
exact value of the teas purchased by the Company ?—They 
must both be regulated according to the best conception that 
the two parties have of the supply and the demand. s 

1244. But they are not regulated according to the price of 
the day in either*instance ?—They must be; the market price of 
the day must be as much as the sellers can get, and as little as 
the buyers can manage to give. 

1245. When the Americans entered into the trade of supply¬ 
ing Canton with manufactured goods, did the price of the 
manufactured article fall in the Canton market?—Certainly 
it did. 

s * # 

1246. pid the price of the woollens that the Company fur¬ 
nished to the Hong at the same time sustain a corresponding 
failure?—They certainly fell; the Company had to complain of 
a fail. 


1247. To what extent?—I cannot tell exactly. 

• % 

1248. Are there any minutes kept of the agreements between 

the Hong and the supercargoes ?—They are all on the Com¬ 
pany’s records. 

1249. Do you remember when the last arrangement was 
made between the Hong and the supercargoes, with respect to 
the price of woollens?—The arrangement takes place every . 
year* with reference to the suppjy and the demand. 

J.250. Do the prices vary fcvery year?—Certainly. 

* 1^51* But not of the teas?—Vcs, I have said before that 
they did. There was a variation in the ’whole investment in 
the year 1825, since whioh time*! cannot exactly £peak to par¬ 
ticulars. 

1252k Are you aware that if tea was purchased in the market 
of Canton, for resfldy mqney for instance, it might be bought at 
much lower rates than those paid by the Company?—I think 
the evidence 1 heard in this room went to prove that. That 
what the Americans call a rich ship, that is, a ship freighted 
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with dollars , will always be more welcome to the Chinese than 
a ship freighted with mamifactures. 

1253. Do you know the proportion in /which teas so pur¬ 
chased for ready money would vary from the contract prices 
paid for the teas, supposing the quality to be the same ?— 
Except that it would be lower for cash, 1 cannot speak exactly. 

1^54. Do you conceive that there would be a difference, 
upon bohea for instance, of from 9^. ( paid by the Company to 5d. 
and a fraction paid by the Afnericans ?—The denominations 
of teas can be no guide whatever with reference to the value of 
the teas. There is as much difference between the quality of 
teas of the same denomination, as there is between wine sold 
at a tavern and that drunk at a gentleman’s table, although they 
are both* calle*d Sherry or Madeira. *, 

1255. Are there no means of comparison at all between the 
prices paid in the market of Canton, and the contract pricesrof 
the Company's'teds ?—They are both in proportion to the real 
value of the commodity; and the contract teas are of a very 
high quality. 1 am not aware that they are bought by any but 
the Company in general. 

1256. In the year 1825, when a different arrangement took 
place about price, was there a meeting between the Hpng mer¬ 
chants generally and the supercargoes with respect to that 
alteration in the price?—That would be the way in which such 
a measure must be operated. 

* 1257. Do yoil remember whether it did actually take place ? 
—No doubt it did. , 

* 1258. Are there any minutes of it ?—There are the fullest 

minutes of every transaction that takes place regularly sent 
home, in what are called ‘ Public Consultations, r to the India- 
House. 

1259, Can you inform‘the Committee of the particulars of 
an arrangement entered into between the Select Committee ' 
and the supercargoes and the Hong merchants in the year 1828, 
not long after the failure of the security-merchant Manhop ?— 
There are complete minutes *upon the subject at the Iftdia- 
House; and they gpe of bettei^authority than I am, I hap¬ 
pened from necessity w to be absent from the spot at that period.. 

1260. Do you recollect whatf the sqbstance of the agreement 
was; whether it was not agreed by the Hong merchants, under 
a penalty of 20,000 dollars or some such sufn, to be paid by any 
Hong merchant who*should, after a certain d^te, grant rf license 
for the sale of any foreign imports to any other person than a 
Hong merchant, pr to ship off any godds purchased from an 
outside merchant ?—This arrangement among ,the Hong mer¬ 
chants took place entirely without the instigatiqp of the Com- 
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raittee, or their interference. It was in consequence of this 1 Mar. 1830. 
edict from the Hoppo:— —*— 

J. F, Davis, 

“ From his Excellency the Hoppo, Wan Ta-Jin, to the 
Linguists Achow and others: 

“Jit has been found*out that some persons who formerly opened 
shops for European wares, have entered the merchants’ hongs and 
clandestinely do business with foreigners; but foreign ships canning 
to Canton are restricted, in all their imports and exports, to deal 
with the Hong merchants. If qptive shopmen carry on a clandes¬ 
tine commerce, the law accounts it a treasonable intercourse. The 
severity of the law is to prevent frauds on the revenue. But the 
shopmen evade the law by forming connections with the Hong 
merchants, gradually entering and assuming a false pretence of 
superintending; the Hong concerns, carry on their illegal shops 
with the foreigners, and bring up and send down cargoes in tne 
name of the Horigr The merchants connive at it, and the linguists 
receive bribes to report the duties. But it is forgotten that large 
debts for duties are accumulated, and foreign claims increased, and 
the Hong merchants are eventually injured. 'BheJiest way to pre¬ 
vent future evils is to be careful beforehand. Besides ordering 
Howqua and the other merchants to examine whether there be any 
shopmen in the Hongs or not, and forthwith to expel them instead 
of retaining them to carry on an illicit commerce with foreigners, 
and declaring that if any *Jare to disobey this order, on the facts 
being discovered, the goods will be confiscated, and the shopmen 
delivered over to the local government to be punished. Besides 
doing these things, an order is hereby issued to the linguists, re¬ 
quiring them to act according to the tenour of this ; and hereafter 
should any shopman clandestinly enter the hongs and deal with 
the foreigners, the linguists are disallowed to report their goods qt 
the custom-house, and are required to gyre information to govern¬ 
ment that the goods may be confiscated. "Should the linguists 
openly assent to and secretly oppose this order, and as before . 
report goods at the custom-house, th^ moment it is discovered they, 
will be severely punished.—Dec. 17th. 1827.” 

1261. Are there not frequent proclamations or edicts by the 
Viceroy and by the Hoppo against smuggling of every kind ?— 

-This was a more particular one, in consequence of the succes¬ 
sive failure of three of the Hong merchants. 

1262. Are not frequent proclamations of that kind issued 
against smuggling and illegal transactions ?—Not so frequently 
agginst wljgt is called the “ outside trade ” as ^gainst the opium 
trade. * 

1263. Are not those considered matters *of course, and does 
not smuggling go on increasing notwithstanding ?—I would con¬ 
fine the observation,to opium, because .that is a contraband 

, article v^hich cannot pay duties. The edic$ quoted is quite of 
a different description. I have not known more than three or 
four since my* residency in the * country. I remember one in 
1817, when the Company interfered in javourof the shopmen, 
and requested the government to allow them to trade to a cer- 
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1 Mar. 1830. tain extent with the ships without being subject to the inter- 

- ference of the Hong merchants. That application failed; and 

j. F. Dam, a pp ears that there were two hundred shops soon after shut 
up by order of the government. This laot was without any 
complaint on the part of the Hong; it was a spontaneous act 
on the part of the government. • 

„ 1264. Are the Committee to understand that the Company 
entered into no arrangement with the Hong merchants in con¬ 
sequence of that ?—The Company had that year suffered very 
much by the abstraction from their contracts of teas of which 
they had always been accustomed to have the first choice; and 
the Committee then thought, that as they had suffered in that 
year’s investment, it was for the interest of the Company to 
endeavour to maintain their accustomed advantage. The Churt 
did not'entef into these views to their fjdl extent, and the 
resolution of the Committee has been alterecT; but they did at 
the moment think that it was for the interest of the Company 
to tell those Ho$g merchants, whom they suspected of conni¬ 
ving at the system, that if any individual of their body 
contributed again to the injury of the Company’s investment, 
for the sake of a higher price, the Company would diminish 
their dealings with him. 

1265. Did they not state to the I-Iong merchants that they 
reserved to themselves the right of depriving such Ifong mer¬ 
chant of any share of the Company’s trade, if they should 
again grant parcels or permit facilities to the outside merchants 
to deal with the Americans and other traders ?—It did not 
extend to die general trade in articles which had always been 
allowed to the shopmen; It was with reference to teas more 
especially; with reference to matters which affected the €om- 
* pany’s investment and the Company’s interests. 

. 1266. As regarded tea*'alone, did they make their intention 
known to the Hong merchants ?—Yes ; they told them that if 
they found their investment suffered, they should consider it 
their duty to show their disapprobation, by dealing less with the 
merchants who connived at it. 

1267. Are the Committee to understand that the Chinese 

were themselves anxious to deal with Americans and others, and 
thereby abstracted a portion bf the Company’s trade, but that 
the Company's {jprvants interfered to prevent it ?- 3E .'fhe Com¬ 
pany’s servants at that time thought it was their duty to preserve 
the first choice, which they had always enjoyed, of those supe¬ 
rior teas; and they thought they could do this in no other way, 
than by telling the merchants that they., would deal less with 
any individual of thgir body who injured the Company’s interests,, 
by contributing to the new system. ^ « 

1268. In fact, th$y were anxious to Jceep up that preference 
which they had fa the choice of the teas, notwithstanding the 
outside merchants wished to deal with others ?*— They did; but 
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the idea has been since given up, in consequence of the receipt 
of a reply from the Court, saying they thought it was better to 
let things take their natural course. 

1269. Then, in fact, did matters revert to their old channel, 
notwithstanding the etjict you have now read ?—Certainly not, 
with Regard to all commodities. It is still held by the Canton 
government to be traitorous for an outside dealer to d^l -in 
certain staple articles. 


I Mar. 1830. 

J. F. Davis, 
Esq. 


1270. Can you state any "instance in which the government 
has acted on the spirit of that edict, and punished any outside 
merchant for dealing with Americans or any other foreigners ? 

•—I have not yet heard of any instance since that edict. 

1271. What is the Chinese punishment for treason; what 
penalty would attach to that class of treason which i$ desig¬ 
nated by this trader—Treason, strictly speaking, is the highest 
crime that can happen under a despotism; and in Chin# entails 
thd highest punishment. What sort of treason dealing with 
foreigners is, I aip notaware ; but it might probably be punished 
by banishment for life to Tartary, 

1272. Have you ever known that punishment inflicted for 
that offence ?—Soon after the Company’s interference in 1817, 
two huudred shopmen were taken up and punished : the least 
punishment, I believe, was the confiscation of their goods. 

1273. At what time was that?~In the year 1817. 

12’£4. Have you ever known such a proceeding takeft at any 
other period ?—Constantly; it has happened every two or three 
years since I have been in the service, that outside men have 
been apprehended. It is for the purpose of extorting money 
from them. 

127£, Has it, in point of fact, interrupted the proceedings/ 
of the outside merchants ?—It nevef* can entirely. I consider 
the outside trade at Canton to be perfectly secure in regard to 
certain permitted commodities, but not in regard to the others. 

1276. Have you ever heard that outside merchants have given 
"sums of money, 5,000 or 10,000 dollars, to the Hong merchants, 
for their pass to cover certain exports, which legally they could 
not send without the Hong merchants' authority ?—They have, 

I believe, bribed them. . * 

not that been of vgry frequen^ occurrence ?—*I 
believe that no outside dealer, where his business is illegal, can 
manage well to carry on such transactions without bribing the 
Hong merchants. It is a sort of tSbc on the outside "trade. 

1278. The Committee understand from you that the Hong 

merchants have legally a monopoly of the trade from the port 
of Canton ?—In staples* • 

1279. Do you mean* in the trade with Europe and India ?—- 
The Chinese do^not discriminate between the places from which 
foreigners come^ 
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1280. Do you recollect any articles which are excepted from 
that monopoly ?—There is one which, I believe, is now excepted, 
namely, silk piece-goods; it is a trade which the Hong mer¬ 
chants cannot carry on, being a business Of detail, fit only for 
the outside dealers. 

1281. Did not that take place in 1828 by proclamation ?— 
The proclamations were against free trade; but silk has been 
allowed to the outside dealers. 

1282. Then except silk piecergoeds all other articles are con¬ 

sidered illegal, if they do not gp through the Hong merchants ? 
— Besides silk piece-goods, there are a variety of trifling things. 
The daily wants of a foreigner at Canton must be supplied frpm 
the shops i for instance, a man could not go and buy a pair of 
shoes from Howqua. There are, besides, sugar-candy, and 
mats, and things of that kind. * * - 

12S3 v Are you aware of suras of money being paid by the 
outside merchants to the Hoppo for the privilege of exporting? 
—I am not awure*of that; I should say, they were paid to the 
Hong merchants. The Hoppo is in a situation too high to 
admit of bargains between him and the outside dealers. I should 
think the bribes were paid, in part, to the underlings of the 
Hoppo. 1 

1284. Will you state what the office of the Hoppo is, and 
what his duties are, and the importance of them ?—He is the 
third cisjl.officer in rank at Canton; he ranks after tfye governor 
of the province; and he is chief commissioner of the customs. 
His duty is to superintend the foreign trade in general'. 

1285 . Are you aware*wliether he is paid by salary or by com¬ 
mission?—I believe that, under that corrupt government; he 
receiyes very little positive salary, and is allowed principally to 
'pay hjmself. Moat of the situations connected with foreign 
trade are sold to the best bidder, who remunerates himself as he 
can. 

1286. Have you not heard that that is principally done by 
conniving at evasions of the revenue ?<—I believe that it is to a- 
considerable extent, and by sums that he wrings from the Hong 
merchants; in every way, m fact, that he can obtain money. 

1287. Are.the Committee tSo understand that there is a dis¬ 

position, on the gat* of the <Qhinese outside merchant to daal 
with foreigners, but that the Hong, by the privileges whieh'they 
possess, restrain them ?—I should My, that there is necessarily 
a'disposition, on die part of {he outside dealers, to participate 
in the lucrative trade with foreigners, but that both the govern¬ 
ment and the Hong merchants are, from interest, opposed to « 
it; the government, because they are more secure of their reve¬ 
nues if they come regularly; and the Htyig merchants, naturally 
with that self-lovt which leads every man to do the for him 
self and the body to which he belongs. v 



SELECT COMMITTEE pttiie HOUSE OF COMMONS. 157 

1288. Hut you fay that the government have relaxed in 1 Mar. 1830, 

some of the regulations in favour of the outside merchants ?— —— 

I believe that in one article they have, either by positive conni- Jm F-Favis, 
vance or by positive enactment, allowed the silk trade to the biq ' 
outside dealers. 

1289. Was there arty written contract, on the occasion that 
has been mentioned, between the supercargoes and the Hong 
merchants?—I believe that it was, just in so many wordfej ad¬ 
dressed to those Hong merchants whom they suspected of having 
assisted in. depriving them*of their accustomed choice of teas, * 
that they would show their displeasure towards any Hong mer¬ 
chants who contributed to it, by dealing less with them than 

with the others. 

* 

1290. Have you any knowledge of a letter addressed by the 
American agent,..Jp, the chief of the Select Committee, remon¬ 
strating against such part of*the arrangement in question as 
involved his interest as an American ?—Some of the Americans 
(for all of them would not sign these petitions ,to the government) 
had endeavoured to bring the British into odium ftith the Chinese. 

I think on the Company’s records there is copy of an address of 
theirs, saying that the British had set themselves up in opposi¬ 
tion to the Emperor—a charge of the most injurious cast in such 
a country as China; and we at that moment felt that we owed 
so little, to the Americans, and particularly to this individual, 
that we returned a very short answer. He wanted us to assist 
him on sqme occasion, and we returned him a veiy laconic 
answer, from the feeling that we owed him very little. 

1291. Is that letter and that answer on recoil?—I think they 
both are on record. This petition had* not been signed by all 
the* Americans. 

12 ^2. Are you aware whether the American merchants a£ 

Canton, on finding that their trad*? with the outside merchants 
was put an end to by the arrangement made between the super¬ 
cargoes and the Hong, held a meeting and resolved to petition 
the Viceroy against such proceeding IWI believe that those in- 
■ dividuals of the Americans who had signed this previous peti¬ 
tion, did repeat their application through the medium of the 
Hong merchants. 

1293. Have you ever scaa^/copy or translation pf that peti- 
fen sen^in by the AmeflfaM ?—I saw somefive ox six of them ; 

*buf withregard to that particular one, I capnot say. 

1294. Did not one of these petitions to the Viceroy charge 
the agents of the East'-India ^Company directly with having 
originated the arrangement which the Americans considered so 
prejudice! to their interest ?—If they did jmaka that assertion, 
the records wilt jhow that it was incorrect. 

1295. According tc* your recollection, y as that the allegation 
in their petition It might have been weif allegation ; bat if 
it was go, I m%t de»£ the truth of it. 
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1296. Are you aware whether any answer was sent to that 
petition from the Chinese authorities ?—Yes ; but the tenour of' 
it I cannot speak to. There was so much correspondence that 
I cannot speak positively to any individual <docutnent. 


1297. Have you ever seen the answer pf the government to 
the American application ?—I dare say I did, but its exact t*enour 
I cannot charge my memory with. 

1298. Do you recollect whether that proclamation for the first 
' time legalized the transactions of foreigners with outside mer¬ 
chants ?—I should say that there is no material difference at 
this moment with regard to the real state of the trade, except 
in the article of silk piece-goods. I have heard, though 1 can¬ 
not speak positively from my own recollection, as it did not 
concern ps, that manufactured silk has been added to the other 
things that were before allowed td the outsiJe^dealers. 


1299. »Did it not, to the best of your recollection, as regarded 
the export of manufactured silks, and the import of all cotton 
manufactures, legalize the trade with the outside dealers?— 
Yes, 1 think it did; it admitted those things to the list which 
before existed of the trade permitted to the outside dealers. 

1300, Will you have the goodness fo read, from the Canton 
Register of the 2d of August 1828, a statement therein con¬ 
tained of a proclamation concerning the trade carried on by 

shopmen, dated July 14th, 1828. 

* « 

[ The to itness read the same, as Jollom ;] • 


*" Proclamation concerning the Trade carried on by Shopmen ; 

dated, July 14th 1828. 


* “ Le, governor of Canton, &c. &c. with Yen, commissioner of cus¬ 
toms at the port of Can ton hereby make known regulations Agreed 
upon‘for carrying on commerce between native shopmen and foreign 
merchants of all nations, and require obedience to the same. 

“ The treasurer and judge of Canton having received orders to meet 
and deliberate on the subject 1 reported to me, the governor, as follows: 

“ ‘ We being commanded to meet and deliberate on regulations for 
the trade between native shopmen and foreign merchants, ordered the 
* Kwongchowfoo to unite with the Nanhae and Pwangu magistrates, and 
examine the old records on the subject, then consult and state their 
opinion. They did so, and laid the result before us, when we came to 
the following resolutions: • ~ "' 

" * Foreign merchants .of all nations coming to Canton were formerly' 
restricted, in their dealings with shopmen, to leather shoes, china-ware, 
&c.‘ eight artides. Exclusive of these, all imports and exports were 
confined to the Hong merchants, who were made responsible for the 
duties, to prevent smuggling and such nefarious proceeding#. The 
linguists were appointeusolejy for interpreting, and*were not responsi¬ 
ble for trade. It is proper to keep them oh the did footing, in con¬ 
formity with existing laws. * 

“ * But the Hong merchants have now represen ted, Jhat the Ameri¬ 
cans are desirous to be allowed to trade either with shopmen or Hong 
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merchants, as they please, whether for great or small commodities. 1 Mar. 1830. 

And of late, foreign ships in greater numbers have come to Canton, in - 

which are a great many trading skippers, for whom the eight articles to F- Havis, 

which they were restricted are insufficient. The circumstances of pre- ^ Sfl ‘ 

sent inti former times are different. That on deliberation, they would 

make out a list of the larger articles of import and export cargo to be 

confirthd to the Hong merchants , and earnestly soliciting a change of 

the law, which would be showing compassion to the remote foreigngps, 

and be beneficial at home. This was their motive. * 

“ ‘ We (the treasurer and judge) commanded the officers before 
named to examine into the siroject and report, which they did. It is 
proper for us now to state the result; which is, that a list be made 
out of exports, tea, raw silk, &c. 24 articles; and of imports, woollens, 
camlets, &c. 53 articles; all of which large commodities the shopmen 
shajl be prohibited from dealing in, 

“ * All other goods not inserted in the list, whether exports or im¬ 
ports, coarse or otbfir commodities, miscellaneous articles and eatables, 
shall be left free tothe foreign Merchants to deal with shopmen, and 
shall be shipped off*by Hong merchants, who are to be responsible for 
th? duties. As to worked silks, since they are not brought from 
Soochow or Hon(»chow, but woven from time t6 time by natives of 
Canton when applied for by the foreign merchants, and since the Hong 
merchants say that this practice is expedient, both for foreigners and 
natives, it is right to grant their request [to leave silks free]. 

“ * All coarse and miscellaneous articles not inserted in the list are 
free to the foreign merchant who now chooses to deal with shopmen. 

But hereafter, if the shopmen incur debts, the Mandarin merchants 
shall not be implicated. The foreign merchant must, in all such cases, 
be left to hjjnse/f to clear his account. . m 

“ 4 With respect to shopmen dealing with foreigners, it is inex- 

f >edient to leave them without some one to inspect their conduct. We 
the treasurer and judge) request that it may be male the duty of tfie 
Hong merchants and linguists to examine fibm time to time, and should 
there be any smuggling, the Hong merchants shall be responsible, 
and the linguists brought up and punished. This change seems reauirec? 
by the times; and since the foreignere will be compassionated, thie 
merchants accommodated, and the responsibility fixed, there will ue ho 
loss to the revenue, nor any obstacle from the laws. 

“ ‘ Having received orders to examine^and Consult, we now submit 
whether these suggestions be right or not, and wait for instructions to 
promulgate them. We moreover request that a communication may 
be made to the Hoppo to examine and conform.’ * 

“ These statements have come before me, the governor; and as the 
deliberations are completed, I direct, \n accordance with the above 
■■^Suggestions, a list to be made out of exports—tea, taw silk, &c. 24 
,articles/"[Here he quotes, verbatiih , the preceding paragraphs, and 
desires the Hoppo to issue a proclamation in their united names to 
the Hong merchants, to communicate the orders of government^ to 
the foreigners of all nation^ and to the native shopmen, that one and 
all of them may yield obedience to the same.] ♦ 

• “ Thus the affair comes before me, the Hoppo; and I hereby issue, 

in the name of tho governor and Hoppo,, the following orders. [Here 
he repeats, verbatim, the’preceding, and then adds] 

“ Let merchants, foreigners, linguists and shopmen, all be hereby 
fully informed, /hat hereafter they are required implicitly to obey the 
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I M*r. 1830. preceding regulations, to examine and conform their dealings to the 

- list of exports and imports hereto annexed. Hong merchants alone 

J. F. Davit, are allowed to trade in the articles therein mentioned. Shopmen are 
not permitted to hare any secret intercourse with foreigners. 

“ Of the wrought silks, each Shop is to be limited to 8,000 catties. 
The said shopmen are permitted to deal with foreigners only in mis¬ 
cellaneous articles not in the great articles of commerce. * 

“ The foreign merchant, in dealing with shopmen, has been required 
to gne in a list, through the linguist, whose ears and eyes were near 
and can easily investigate. Hereafter, in reporting goods to be shipped 
off, he must distinguish clearly wkich* belong to Hong merchants and 
winch to shopmen. It is made the duty of the linguist to discriminate 
according to law, ere a permit be given. He is not allowed to confuse 
these things; if he do, he will be severely punished. 

“ The linguists are besides ordered to make out a Ust of all.the 
foreign goods shops, and whether the owners be substantial good people, 
and cause them forthwith to present to governmact associated names 
for security, to be preserved on record. 

“ As t<a any debts that may hereafter be contracted by the shopmen, 
the foreigners themselves must manage the aflair. * 

“It is incumbent bn the Hong merchants and linguists to examine 
and report on what is going on. If they presume to conceal what 
they know, and any clandestine proceeding be educed, they will be 
severely prosecuted. Positively the governor’s and Hoppo’s words 
once gone forth, the law will follow. Positively no indulgence will be 
shown. Let every one implicitly obey. Oppose not this special 
edict. 

“ List of the 24 Articles of Export (confined to the Hongs). 

“1. Assorts of teas. 2. Raw silk from Oakwong. ,3. SiJk pre¬ 
pared for weaving. 4. Canton raw silk. 5. All sorts of 'doth. 
<J. Native cassia. 7> Cassia buds. 6. Sugar-candy. *9. Sugar. 
10. Tutenague. *11. Alum. 12. Cloves. 13. Nutmeg (or mace). 
14. Quicksilver. 15. ChhA camphor. 16. Rhubarb. 17. Galangal. 
18. China root. 19. Vermilion. £6. Gamboge. £1. Damar. ‘ 22. 
’Star aniseed. £3. Pearl shells. 24. Cochineal. 
e “List of the«63 Articles of Import. 

“ I. Worleys. 2. Dutch camlets. 3. Camlets. 4. Long-ells. 5. 
Broad-cloths. 6, Cuttings of cloth, 7* Sorts of camlets. 8. Flor 
rentines. 9. Ginseng. 10. Sandal-wood. 11. Birds’-nests. 12. Cloves. 
1.1. Nutmegs. 14, PutchucV. 15. Olibartum. 16. Malay camphor. 
17. Elephant’s teeth. 18. Pepper, 19. Foreign tin. 20. Ditto lead. 
21. Ditto copper. 22. Ditto steel. 23. Cotton. 24. Rattans. 25. 
Betel-nut. 26. Smalts. 27. Prussian blue. 28. Bicho do Mar. 
29. Fish maws. 30. Sharks’ fins. *31. Materials for glass. 32. Ebony. 
33. Sapan-wood, 34. Cochineal. 35. Gum kine. 36. Myrrh, 37- 
Physic, 38. Assafdfetida. 39. Physic oil. 40. Quicksilveir^ 41..Fo¬ 
reign iron. 42. Wax.* 48. Cutch. 44. Pearl shells. 45. Sago] 
46. Undressed nests, 47. % 48. Mints. 49. Borax. 50. 

Amber. 51. Gold and silver thread. 32m All sorts of skins. 53. 
Mace, # ! >' 

1301. Does it appear by that proclamation through what 
authority the American petition was presented?—-It could only 
be presented through tne medium, andt in the words, of the 
Hong merchants.* Hie question resolves itself into the re¬ 
spective privileges which Americans and En^fish possess at 
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Canton; and in order to show that the Company have not been l Mar. 18?.0. 
hostile to the Americans, I may state that I myself interfered, ~~~ . 
with the sanction of our Committee, in favour of an American U 
named Ammidon, in 1825, and availed myself of the knowledge 4 

I had of the Chinese language to write a petition for him to the 
authorities, complaining of the conduct of the Hong merchants. 

That petition was sent back unopened to the American, witJ» a 
message to say, that no American could communicate directly 
in the native language with, the government. The individual’s 
grievance remains to this day unredressed, 

1302. Do not the Chinese government in that proclamation 

state that circumstances are changed, and that it is necessary for 
them to make alteration in their commercial regulations as re¬ 
garded the outside merchants ?—It says that the eight articles 
are insufficient, ai/d that therefore it is necessary to enlarge it by 
the addition of the articles stated, principally of silk manufac¬ 
tures. “ . 

1303. Is it staged there that the Hong mercltants shall have 
the privilege of dealing only in a certain number of staple 
articles?—It does not prohibit them from dealing in other 
articles: it says, that they shall have the exclusive right of 
dealing in staple articles. * 

1304. Are you aware that there is a list of “ enumerated 
articles,”‘which none but British ships can import into England ? 

—There is* I believe, a regulation of that kind. • * 

1305. With reference to the estimation in which the English 
are held at Canton, have you ever seen or heard of placards in 
the Chinese language being posted up*on the European facto¬ 
ries,’ accusing the English of being the means of interrupting ^ 
trade between foreigners and the outside merchants ?—I believe/ 
there are placaj-ds put up by the Chinese occasionally against 
all foreigners, containing charges of a much more serious de¬ 
scription than that; but I have not heard of those particular 
placards to which the question refeft. Lampooning is very 
•common in that country. They even placard the officers of 
their own government. 

1306. Have you known of any placards complaining of the 
interference of the East-India Company?—No; placards con- 

—twining qj^pse of all foreigners 1 Jiave heard ?f frequently, but 
not df the particular placard alluded to. 

1307. Are you aware whether that proclamation has been 
acted upon in regard to \)ermit£ng the outside Merchants to 
deal with foreigners ?—I believe that the outside trade is now 

•very mueh in the same state that it has always been at Can¬ 
ton. It was legalised, vgith regard to* certain articles, before, 
and to that list some commodities'nave been since added . 

I 

1308. In yoqr formed evidence you stated that the Chinese 
arc decidedly as* anti-pommercial people; will you state any 
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individual instance in which the Chinese have refused intercourse 
with foreigners ?—They have excluded us from several ports to 
which we formerly had access. They have excluded the Rus¬ 
sians from Canton. * 

1309. Do you recollect the date when we were excluded ?— 
Not exactly; but it was about the end of the seventeenth cen¬ 
tury, in consequence of the conquest of the Tartars. The 
Tartars became masters of China, and were, I suppose, more 
jealous than the former government, and accordingly excluded 
us from Amoy. 

1310. Have you ever heard that the Europeans excluded 
themselves from those ports to avoid the exactions made by the 
Chinese authorities ?—No: I believe they were positively ex¬ 
cluded by an act of the government; 1 believe they would not 
be admitted there now. I have seen edicts from the government, 
saying that foreign trade must be confined to Canton. 

1311. ’ Have you any idea of what the extent of the tea trade 
to England was at that time ?—It was very inconsiderable, com¬ 
pared with our present trade. 

1312. Are the Committee then to understand that the tea 
trade to England, now so large, has grown up since Europeans 
were excluded from Amoy ?—Certainly. 

1313. Is not that new trade beneficial to the people of China ? 
—It would be more beneficial (because I conceive it would be 
larger) if-it were nearer to the centre of the empire.. That very 
great accession to the prices of tea, which arises., frofa the 
Fong land-carriage, would be avoided, if the trade were nearer 
the tea provinces. t 

1314. Must not so large a trade be beneficial to the couritry ? 

* -r-It cannot but be beneficial, a# far as it goes. 

. 1315. If the trade is beifbficial,, oat what grounds do you sup¬ 
pose the government to be decidedly hostile to increase that 
trade ?— Because it is decidedly hostile to foreign intercourse. 
The institutions of the cduntry are built on the maxims of their 

f reat philosoper, Confucius; and it.was a leading precept of 
is to avoid intercourse with foreigners —“ to despise foreign 
commodities ” those are bis words. Hie sacred books of the 
Chinese are different from-the'sacred books of most other Coun¬ 
tries ; they are y not so tnu^h religious books, as treatise©- 
ethics and on government; and as long as the Chinese'veri'erate 
those books, so long will the institutions built upon those books 
remain more or less unchanged. » 

1316. Does the veneration of the Chinese, whatever may be 
its appearance jMraptically, prevent them from carrying on a* 
foreign trade ?—Principles of government that are absolutely 
preposterous in themselves, alia contrary 'to the ‘dispositions of 
human nature’, must' in fact render themselves futile to a certain 
extent; and to that extent the foreign trade prevails in China. 
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• 1317. Are you aware that the port charges on vessels going 
to Amoy are much higher than those on vessels trading to 
Cantdn, even taking the Chinese junks ?—I should think there 
is no difference between native vessels; all the extortion and the 
tyranny j» chiefly in regard to foreigners. 

Iffl8. If It should be the fact that the port charges at Amoy 
for Chinese junks are higher than the port charges at CfrHtbn, 
might not mat in some measure account for the cessation of 
trade to that port ?—I really cannot speak to the difference of 
charges on native vessels. 

1319. Can you speak as to the difference of charge which may 
exist at Amoy and at Canton with respect to foreign vessels ?— 

I Can only speak from the trade at Amoy having been abandoned 
by foreign vessels in consequence of those charges; hut they 
were not so much charges recognized by any law of the country, 
as individual acts of extortion on the part of the Mandarins. 

1320. When you talk of the exorbitancy dfj.be charges, do 
you mean any excess of charge at Amoy as compared with 
Canton ?—I should judge, from the result, that were higher at 
Amoy. 

1321. Were not the Spaniards the only nation that had the 
privilege of trading to Amoy ?—All foreigners possessed that 
right forfnerly. 

1322. D,id not the Spaniards continue to have that sight later 
than kny pther nation r—They had the nominal privilege; but 
that was rendered nugatory by the obstacles they experienced, 

1323. How lately have they abandoned it ?—Within the last 
twenty years one attempt was made, which proved unsuccessful., 

I shoqjd say, that all tne ports of Chipa are virtually as com¬ 
pletely shut to Europeans as the porfs of Japan, with the excep¬ 
tion of the Dutch. 

1324. Do you conceive the port of Amoy to be shut to all 
British vessels?—Certainly. 

1325. As the trading intercourse in China of European sub¬ 
jects has increased, does it not show that the anti-commercial - 
spiral is somewhat diminished ?—fI should say, that it was the 

oper ation of the interests Of individuals against a preposterous 
' * ' 

1326. Docs not that interest answer the‘same end ?—It must 
be checked, to a certain extent, by the spirit and conduct of 
of the government. The trade would be infinitely greater, if we 
had access to several ports of the empire. 

1327. * You have stated that the phinese government are 
aware of the advarftage oY the great trade with Canton ?—I'Can- 
not say that they ever *expressed themselves so, but very much 
much the reverse: it may be inferred that they value it, to the 
extent of the revenue *rhich they derive from it, and which is 


1 Mar. 1830. 

J. F. Davit, 
Esq. 



164 • EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS: 

I Mar. 1830. very inconsiderable in proportion to the revenues of the empire. 

- They would value it less, as they lost this revenue by the growth 

J ' of smuggling. 

1328. What is the amount of revenue Remitted annually by 
the Hong ?—I have heard it stated at 2,000,000 of tales ; but 
that is a trifling sum. * 

4329. Is not that about £650,000 a year ?—It is. 

1380. Does not that amount include the port charges of the 
port of Canton ? -1 should thinkit docs; that, on whatever 
grounds it is calculated, it includes every source of profit to the 
government. 

1331. Are there any local charges upon the trade at Canton, 
independently of the government duties ? —I should think that 
the heaviest charge on the foreign trade at Canton was in the 
shape of extortion ; much heavier than what finds its way to the 
coffers of the Emperor. 

1332. Independently of extortion, is there any portion of the 
charges upon the trade which is locally appropriated at Canton ? 
—There is a charge called the consoo charge, for the benefit of 
the corporation of Hong merchants. 

1333. Have you ever seen in the Canton Register, that the 
Hoppo, or treasurer of the place, is stated to have remitted an¬ 
nually to Pekin between 1,900,000 and 2,000,000 of “tales ?— 

I may have seen it, but I should not found an opinion on any 
thing th£t I saw in the Canton Register: it is not a work of 
sufficient authority. 

*1334. Aye yob aware ^whether the revenue remitted is merely 
the revenue on imports, or does it 'comprise the transit duties 
.also?—It must include the revenue of exports also; for the 
Chinese charge a tax of 3<^ a pound on the shipment of teas at 
Canton. ** 

1335. Are you aware whether the Chinese levy at Canton 
any duties in kind?—I am not aware of any such duties at pre¬ 
sent. There are a few clocks and watches, and such tilings, 
which are annually sent up to the Emperor. 

1336. Are you not aware that the port charges go to^ the 
Hoppo, as hist private perquisite ?—No ; there is a proportion of 
about, one*half which goes to the Hoppo: the othen^ougkr Jo 

. find its way to the Ejnperor. 

.1337. In your former evidence you stated that the govern¬ 
ment of China is as independent of foreign trade as that of any 
country in the world: how do you reconcile that with the 
statement afterwards given, that in 1814, when the'English * 
supercargoes suspended the foreign tradg for si* months, the 
government were sq much affected, that they yielded to the 
terms dictated by the East*India Company?—I do not think 
that goes to contradict my former assertion,that it is as in- 
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dependent as any government in the world,” though it u>a$ 1 Mar. 1830. 

thought proper in that case, by the local authorities of Canton, - 

to continue this trade with foreigners. The English were (at J ' F - DavUt 
that, moment of war) the only traders at Canton ; and if they Sq ' 
had been excluded all trade must have ceased. 

1368. Have you ever heard what proportion of the population 
are maintained in growing teas ?—I cannot speak to that. Jffc 
do not know what their whole population is, nor, accordingly, 
any fractional part of it; q,ur sources of information are so un¬ 
satisfactory. Even their own books seem most contradictory, 
and to be founded on no grounds that can be relied on. 

1339. Do you mean to say that the Chinese government, so 

long established, have no statistical tables or estimates, accessible 
to foreigners, of the population of different districts ?—I have 
seen one of those accounts, in which the population is made to 
be about 250,000,000 ; but I do not attach a great deal of faith 
toothe correctness of it. * , 

1340. Are you to be understood to state, that the provinces 
of Fokien and Kiangnan are principally employed in rearing 
tea?—Fokien, Kiangnan, Tchekiang, and Kiangsee. 

1341. From what you have seen of China, is not it very diffi¬ 
cult for the lower classes to live ? Is not there a great com¬ 
petition for labour ?—I do not think there is much more abject, 
miserable poverty there, than in many other countries of the 
world : I am sorry to say, than in our own : I mean. gi propor¬ 
tion to the population. 

1342. Are not wages low in China generally?—Wages are 

low, but the wants of the people are rendered comparatively few 
by «the superiority of their climate: they are more independent 
of clothing, and lodging, and fire, than the inhabitants of colijer 
counfries. # 

* , 

1343. Has it not come to your knowledge, that there have 

been frequent rebellions and disturbances in different provinces 
in China?—From famines. • 

* 1344. What would be the effect, in your opinion, on a dense 
population like that of China, if the foreign trade, admitte d b y 
the statements to be so large, was suspended. Would it not acta 
very much to the distress existing there?—It might to the local 

—iAajffggfrflf Canton, but I do not tjiink it would be felt out of the 
province of Canton; except, perhaps, in the tea districts. 

1345. Are not those tea districts extensive, and their popu¬ 
lation numerous ?—They*must fcfe large, judging from the quan¬ 
tity of tea which we export, and which is known. 

* 1340. Do you not consider that very serious evils affecting the 
government ^wotdd arise if their foreign trade was put an end 
to ?—I am not aware Shat any evils arose, in t those ports from 
which wo have been already excluded. 

1347. Do you,conceive that there was a proportionate 
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increase of export from Canton, when the exclusion of foreign 
trade took place in other ports ?—Yes; but I spoke with refer¬ 
ence to the local evils: not the general effect upon the empire, 
but the local evils suffered at those points from which the foreign 
trade was abstracted. 

1348. If the produce of those ports found its way to Cahton, 
would not the local inconvenience be limited to the inconvenience 
which* might be sustained at the other ports ?—The local in¬ 
convenience would be local to ttyose* places from which it was 
taken* 


1349. Are you not aware that the tea province of Kiangnan 
is by far the largest and most populous province in China ?—It 
was so long before the foreign trade ever reached China ; it is a 
matter of. ancient history that it always has been so. 

1350. Has not the old tea trade, as an export, grown up since 
the time ;when it was excluded frotn the other ports, and must 
not circumstances be very much changed since that time ?*— 
That is a matter upon which I cannot speak frorp positive know¬ 
ledge. The export of tea has grown up since that time ; but 
in what proportion it has added to the population of those pro¬ 
vinces, I cannot state. 

1351. You are aware that the tVade of 50,000,000 or 
60,000,000 of people in Bengal is confined to the port of Cal¬ 
cutta. Would not the closing of the trade of Calcutta affect 
the general- prosperity of the country ?—I should thipk that, as 
we are masters of the country, our imports into Indi.a spread 
rwjre uniformly gver those dominions than they do in China, 
where they are restricted to Canton. It has been estimated that 
barely one-ninth of our imports is consumed in the north of 
China, on account of the distance. 

*'1352. The question refer#to exports from China?—I am per¬ 
suaded that tlie inconvenience would be chiefly local. The in¬ 
fluence of foreign trade does not extend very for inland from 
Canton. I have had reason to form that opinion from what we 
saw in the embassy. 

1353. What is the population of Canton by the nearest esti¬ 

mate you have heard ?—There are no sources from which I can 
give correct information. • * , c 

1354. Have you never heard that the populationJbfiwg- - 
actually in boats on thp Canton river amount to nearly 1,000 000- 
of people?—I can only say I do not believe one word of that 
assertion; it h an outrageous 'estimate. Forming an opinion 
from what one sees, 1 should compare it with the river at 
London, and should say it was not any thing like so much. • 

1355. What do you supfiose the popuiotion <to bp of the city 
of Canton and tfye suburbs?—I should*tnink it cannot be a 
fourth or a fifth of that of London. 

a 

1356. Do you mean that, according to,the beat estimate you 
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can form, the number of persons living by occupations on the l Mar. 1830. 
river at Canton is not greater than it is upon the river Thames ? -— 

— That it is not so great as the number upon the river Thames Jm I)avis > 
at London; 1 mean the floating population in boats, and ships, sq ' 
and barges. % 

1357. Do not the rivers and canals of China afford great 
facilities in carrying on the trade to and from Canton; and»are 
not the individuals so employed as industrious and enterprising 
as men can be ?—With all that has been done, the facilities are 
in a very inferior state to what they might be. The river which 
brings the teas to Canton from the frontier of the province, 
where it has to cross a high mountain, is a mere trout-stream 
for*a great proportion of the way; and foreigners of all descrip¬ 
tions have been obliged to wait at Canton for months on account 
of there not being enough water in that river to float tfie vessels 
that bring the teas. 

<•1358. Would you consider those individuals who carry on 
that communication more commercial than the population of 
Bengal ?—The Chinese, if left by their rulers to themselves, 
would perhaps be the most industrious and commercial people 
in the world. 

1859. Are they not, so far as you know, the most commer¬ 
cial people in the whole of the East?—Except the Arab!, per¬ 
haps ; they do not navigate so far as the Arabs do. 

1360. Will you have the goodness to explain bow you recon¬ 
cile What„yoa nave just stated with the answer you gave in your 
first examination, that the character of the Chinese was that ,of 
a decidedly anti-commercial people?--! am speaking now with 
reference to their internal commerce, the very circumstance 
which makes them so independent of external or foreign com¬ 
merce, In ray former answer, I was speaking of foreign comm.erCe. 

1361. Can you form any estimate of the quantity of tea re¬ 
tained far home consumption in China, as compared with the 
quantity exported ?—No; it must bear a certain proportion to 

. the population; but the quantity of tea consumed by the Chinese 
generally is very small. They economize the use of it wonder¬ 
fully. An ordinary Chinese puts his, tea leaves into the tea-|fi5t' 
in the morning, and they last him through the day. The drink 

kept wa rm by a contrivance which forms a stratum of non- 
coii^SWRg air between the two vessels that contain it. 

1362. Is them no means of forming an idea of what is the 
proportion which is exported as Compared with that which is re¬ 
tained ?—The proportion could only be. ascertained by positive 
information as to the whole quantity produced; but that infor¬ 
mation has never been obtained. - 

1363. Have you no Information, however general or however 
rough?—None whatever, as to the quantity that is produced; 
assertion is very easy, but proof is not equally so. 
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1364. Are you aware that the English and Americans have 

exported exceeding 40,000,000 of pounds of tea?-—TheCom- 
p any have exported about 30,000,000, and the Americans about 
8,000,000 by the last account. * 

1365. Taking the rest of Europe, is it not altogether within 
40,000,000 ?—The consumption of Russia is stated at about 
SjOCO^OOO, the consumption of the continent of Europe is not 
quite 5,000,000, and the consumption of the whole civilized 
world, besides England, is abput* 22,000,000, while the con¬ 
sumption of England is about 30,000,000. 

1366. Have you ever heard any estimate of what quantity is 
used for internal consumption in China ?—I have never heard 
any information on the subject that I can rely upon. 

1367. *Is the tea exported to Russia raised in the southern 

provinces from which we obtain our tea?—It is, I believe, raised 
in the northern jjart of the empire. f 

1368. Do yoy ksnow where?—I am not very certain as to the 
locality. It is a different; species of tea from frhat we use, and 
that is the best proof of the difference of the locality. 

1369. Is there any quantity grown in the western provinces ?— 
Not in the western. It is grown on the line of sea-coast on the 
eastern side. 

1370. Are you aware that when tea has been expoVted and 
turns oufcbad, if the chest is returned two are given/or one ?— 
That may have happened in individual cases, and in the instance 
of the merchant t Howqua, who is known for his liberality and his 
wealth; but 1 doubt it altogether as a general fact. 

1371. Is it not a general thing on the part of the Company ? 
'-rlt is a different operation in the case of the Company; the 
Company debit the merchants in their books. As an insulated 
act of voluntary and spontaneous generosity, it'may be intelli¬ 
gible on the part of a rich Hong merchant like Howqua ; but 
the Company could hardly venture to do such a thing on their 
own part as to exact double the amount of all losses. 

1372. Have you heard of the Hong merchants doing that to . 
"the Americans and private traders ?—I have heard of cases in 
which Hong merchants have refused to make any remuneration : 

it has always beep an act o& spontaneous good feelijij^ft*tk^'--. 
part of the Hong merchant that did it. * 

^ 1373. Are you not aware of instances where that has been 
done ?—-I afh aware of a gredt number of instances where it 
has been declined, 

1374. Can you state any instance ?—I know an instance in 1 
which a Hong merchant Ynade it part of lys stipqjation that he 
should not be obliged to make good the 4oss of the tea that was 
returned. 

1375. From such stipulation would ^you not infer that the 
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contrary practice had been the general rule ? - All my informa¬ 
tion goes to prove, that it has not been the general rule ; that 
most of the individuals that have been applied to have refused, 
and that the generality of the rule has been in the other direc¬ 
tion. 

1376. On what ground, then, do you suppose that previous 
stipulation could have been made ?—It was a mode which that 
individual adopted to save himself from unpleasant applications, 
which he was determined to refuse. 

1377. You have stated you consider the heavy duties on 
foreign manufacture as a proof that the people are anti-commer¬ 
cial, and wish to check the trade with foreigners ?—It is partly 
a proof of that, and partly a proof of the greediness of the 
Chinese government. 

1378. Can you state the highest rate of duty laid*on any 
manufacture ?—I cannot call the highest rate to mind at this 

moment. ” 

* » 

1379. That is one of the reasons why yoy. consider the 
Chinese government averse to foreign trade ?*—It is one of the 
reasons. 
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1380. If you were shown that England lays twice as much 
duty on foreign manufactures, would you conclude that England 
is an anti-commercial country ?—The fact would go generally, 
and in the abstract, to sanction the inference. 

1381. You have stated that the Company derive gre%t advan¬ 
tage from.their superior class of shipping; are you aware of the 
disadvantage the Company have in regard to the rate of freight? 
—That is the price which they pay for the advantages. ' 

1382. Are you aware that the Company are paying from £26 
to £27 per ton, whilst tea can be imported for £9 or £10 per « 
ton in other ships ?—I believe that the average pay men t # for' 
tonnage, on the part of the Company, is not so high as that 
stated in the question. 

1383. Are you aware what the average freight at present is 
‘ in the Company’s regular ships ? —I know it has fallen 50 per 

cent, since the war; but I cannot speak to the present amount. 

1$84. Are you aware what the difference of freight to 
Company would be on the 28,00(1 tons, beyond what any other 
11 ydrjAe could bring the tea »to England, for ?—I cannot 

answer that exactly. If it was deemed advisable, I consider an 
act of the Legislature might oblige the Company to go into the 
market for their tonnage like othdr merchants. 

1385. You have stated as another advantage of the Com¬ 
pany’s hft-ge ships, that they are better adapted for the stowage of 
teas; can youstate, of your own knowledge, whether a 500 ton 
ship, carrying tea to Canada, or bringing tea to England, has 
brought the tea in a worse condition than thatVhich is brought 
in the larger sHins?-— The standard of teas that we send to the 

7 
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i M.tr I 9 ;i 0 . North American colonies is inferior to the standard imported 
1 — into Great Britain. I can speak to the fact of one ship, the 
J F ' F Dnv ‘ s ' Barkworth, having delivered her cargo in a most deplorable 
'**?' condition, and entailing most serious loss. 

1386. Can you state the circumstances of that case ? It 
arose from her general condition as a ship. I believe that in 
most cases the cargoes are turned out in a worse condition from 
sliif/S of that description than from the Company’s regular 
ships. 

1387. You know that a small ship does not carry so much in 
proportion as a large ship I am aware of that from personal 
knowledge. 

1388. Since you have been at Canton, have not the country 
traders had some very large ships, of 1000 or 1200 terns ?—Not 
of that‘last capacity. I have heard of their having a few large 
ships lately: out the American ton is less than ours. 

lS^P. Are you aware that practically,, as their old ships wear 
out in India, they are gradually introducing a smaller class of 
ships, more approaching the American ships, for the whole 
of the country trade ? - I am not aware of that. 

1300, Ate you aware that the ships that now visit China from 
India are smaller than they used to® be?—I am not aware of 
that. 


1391. Besides the tea which comes from the two‘provinces 
which chiefly supply Canton, is there not also tea grown in 
many ofh’er parts of the empire ?—I believe it is a product •which 
is dependent very much on soil and climate, and that for that 
reason it is principally confined to the provinces which nave 
been mentioned. 

13921 When you tasted the tea at Pekin, did that appear to 
•you to ho of the same tcin$ as the tea brought to Canton ?—It 
waft generally rather different. 4 

1393. Do you apprehend that it came from the same pro¬ 
vinces ? -1 have understood that tea is grown in one of the 
north-western provinces, towards the great wall. 

1894. But in no other part of the empire to any great extent ? 
-«*»Not to any great extent. 

1893. Not even for liome-copsumption ?—-To a certain' ex¬ 
tent; there is ft poarse tea gjown for the use of the a oaul fttii 
throughout the empire. * 

1398. Have you ever had specimens of those teas brought 
d&wn to Canton ?—Yes; I hfcve seen specimens, which I was 
informed were of that coarse description, and which were of a 
very inferior character. « 

im. You stated that you thought that'the tea you tasted 
at was different from* what you got at Canton; did it 

you to he of a higher and finer flavour, or otherwise ? 
—-It wd not suit Our taste : we thought it gengrtilly inferior. 
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1398. Did you understand what district that came from?— 1 

It is thirteen years ago; and if I inquired I have forgotten it. j F Q (tmt 

1399. What do you apprehend to be about the annual con- Esq. 
sumption of a Chinese family of six persons in tea?— : -It is an- 
extremely small quantity, on account of the economizing way 

in which they use it; not nearly so much as is consumed by a 
middling family in England, because we use it in a more pro¬ 
digal manner. 

1400. Do you apprehend»thaj the population of every part of . 
the empire use tea?—I believe almost universally. 

1401. Do you apprehend that the produce of the two pro¬ 

vinces which you have mentioned is circulated to every parrot 
the.'empire ?—I should think not, on account of the high duties 
on transit. . 

1402. Then a very large part of the population are supplied 

through the growth of their own neighbourhood ?—Of tfie lower 
population, of those who cannot afford to pay such a price as 
arises from distapt carriage. • 

1403. Are the finer teas circulated from *he provinces where 
they are grown to the distant parts of the empire ?—I have no 
doubt that any portion of the population that can afford to pay 
for the best tea, mil pay Tor the best, wherever it comes from. 

1404. .Could you learn whether there was any considerable 

internal trade in tea carried on ?—The mere trade in the trans¬ 
portation of tea, that we give rise to, is very considerable; but I 
cannot speak very certainty with regard to internal matters con- * 
nected with China. • • 

1405. You state that you think tffe tea consumed by the 
Chinese is proportionably small, from their using the leaves 
over ajid over again; do they not use it at all times of the dpjj, 

_They use it yery generally as a drfrik ; they never drink plain 

w r ater, I believe, if they can help it. 

1406. Is it not their habit to be continually drinking it?-— 

. They drink a good deal of wine at their convivial meetings, and 
" the tea is only introduced as it is among us, at the end. 

1407. Is it not the habit of those who have leisure j— 
sipping tea at almost all hours of the day ?—It is the general 
beverage of the country; in fact, water slightly tinged with tea, 

f slttfilfcall it. I speak of the*common pe&jple* It is used 
at all hours of the day: there is a vessel* which stands in the 
principal apartment of thp housg, and which is available to a 
the inmates. 

, 1408. Do you not apprehend from that, that the consumption 

of a family must be very considerable, however wetdc it is, if it 
is carried on tit all times of the day by all the members of it ? 

—I know that the quantity they use is extremely small. Then 
figurative expression for ‘ poverty is * weak tea and insipid 
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l Mar. i H30. rice/ which means, that they have nothing to add to their rice, 

^ - and that they cannot afford to drink their tea strong. 

Esq. ’ 1409. Do you know what the success of the tea-plant of the 

Brazils has been ?—An utter failure, I haife understood. ' 

1410. In the passage of the embassy from Pekin to Canton, 
do you consider that it passed through all the principal tea 
countries?--We did not pass through Fokien or Tchekiang. 

1411. In those provinces was ttys culture of tea very uni¬ 
versal?—It was extremely partial where we passed; so much 
so, that it was rather an event in the embassy to come across a 
tea plantation. The provinces through which we passed are 
less devoted to the growth of tea than those provinces, Fokien 
and Tchekiang, through which we did not pass. 

1412. " Could any trader in the country, in your opinion, 
obtain tea upon better terms than the Company ?— Certainly 
not; it arises from the pre-election or first choice which 4he 
large capital apd* regular trade of the Company has always 
hitherto secured fch$m. 

1418. You have spoken of the anti-commercial spirit which 
exists in China; is that the spirit of the government, or of the 
people ?—It is the spirit of the government, founded upon those 
books which are the basis of their political institutions. 

1414. It has been stated to the Committee, that the losses 
sustained, by fire by American merchants at CantoE* have been 
made up to the persons suffering; do you know in what manner 
they were made good, or out of what fund ?—If they were 
made good at all, it was in a very few partial and individual 
instances, of which I never heard, and at the expense of the 
’Consoo. I believe that the whole benevolence of the Chinese 
jfiWernment on the occasion evaporated in a few pom pods sen¬ 
tences ; and I know of many persons who sustained severe loss 
without any relief. 

1415. Could any European nation, in your opinion, export 
tea from Canton to Europe at a lower rate of freight than is 
paid by the East-India Company, or on lower terms generally ? 

~"***i’believe the evidence has gone to show that. I am not aware 
of the freight paid by the Dbteh; but I believe the superior 
class of shipping employed l^y the Company entails o n .th£PQL3— 
higher rate of freight. 

1416. Are you of opinion that the East-India Company could 
obtain teas at a cheaper rate, Sf they* paid for them in dollars 
instead of woollens and other British manufactures, and be 
thereby enabled to ^afford a supply of teas in England at a « 
cheaper rate ?—Certainly*; the Chinese^wpuld sell tea cheaper 
for dollars to us, for the same reason thaffhey do to Americans. 

I * 

1417. Have the East-India Company imported any furs into 

China?—Yes, they have. % ^ 
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1418. To what extent ?—To a considerable extent, in some 
seasons. 

1419. Have the Americans imported furs ?—-They have also 
imported furs. * 

. 1^®* To a large extent ?—To a considerable extent, which 
will appear in the Report on the table of the Committee. 

1421. Is it generally supposed at Canton that tea deteriorates 
very much in keeping?—I have heard some Chinese say that it 
is better for keeping, if property stopped up. 

1422. Is there any difference in price between fresh and old 
teas ?— The Company pay less for the old teas' that they pur¬ 
chase thanfor the new. I cannot speak so certainly as to 
Americans. The Company pay less, for this reason, that they 
are the teas w hich were rejected as not of contract quality, and 
therefore, being taken as inferior teas, of course a less price is 
paid for them. 

1423. Is there any considerable quantity of ginseng imported 
by the Company to Canton ?—It is exclusively* the produce of 
some districts in North America, and introduced by the Ame¬ 
ricans, but held by the Chinese at a very low estimation, com¬ 
pared with what they themselves procure in Tartary, and which 
is a monopoly of the Erfiperor. 

1424 % Is there any ginseng grown in any of the territories 
belonging to the Company ?—I am not aware of it; it is a wild 
plant. . 

1425. .You stated it as an advantage belonging to the large 
ships employed by the Company, that none ofrthem have been 
lost; and you stated that the risk of Insurance was as nothing 
to 400; are you aware whether any of the large ships have been 
lost by shipwreck and fire during the last ten years ?— I confiiu? 
my assertion to homeward-bound ships. S, 

1420. Do you know any instance where an American ship 

homeward-bound was lost during that time ?—Not td my know¬ 
ledge. * 


1 Mar. 1839. 

J. F. Davis, 
Esq, 


1427. You have stated that the Company’s ships are indepen¬ 
dent almost of convoy in time of war; did you ever know a, 
fleet leave Canton without a convoy in time of war?—My assert 
tion was given comparatively; that if they had been a different 

shipping class of shipping, they would have required a 
larger convoy. 

1428. Are you aware whether it was known at the time Com¬ 
modore Dance left Cantdn that Var had been declared, or not ? 
—1 have heard there was a small frigate with them; but it 
occurred before I entered the service. • 


1429. Arp you aware that there wfts an officer of the navy on 
board Commodore Dance’s ship at the .timp that action took 
place, and that he was supposed to have contributed so much 
to the defeneg ymt the India Company made him a present of 
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l Mar. 1830. £500 and a sword ?—He could not have contributed to it by 

- . supplying the guns and the men with which the ships were pro* 

^ F Ef )aVS> v,t * eit *j % might have contributed merely by his advice, in 
q ' directing those capabilities which the ships already possessed; 
but I am not aware as to the fact referred to. 

1430, Are you aware what number of hands navigate a Com¬ 
pany’s ship for every 100 tons, and what number navigate, in 
orcfftrary circumstances, a ship of 400 or 500 tons ?—.1 believe 
it is in Some general proportion of r ten men to every 100 tons; 
and I have heard that assumed generally as the proportion in all 
shipping. 

1431, Are you aware that four men to 100 tons is the average 
complement for the American ships and the ships in the private 
trade ?—I am not aware of that. 

1433, You stated in your former evidence, that the tea-plant 
took two or three years to produce, and that*in the mean time 
tea would be very scarce?—-I stated that the circumstaoce'of 
the tea plant requiring a certain time to come to maturity, was 
a circumstance which made it highly desirable that the annual 
demand for teas should be generally pretty uniform. 

1433. Can you inform the Committee whether the practice of 
taking off buds and leaves from the plants brings on a premature 
destruction of the plant?- I am not aware of that. It is done 
probably at times and seasons which are calculated to' obviate 
such an effect. 

1434. You were understood to state, that in consequence of 
thp tea-plant taking a certain number of years to produce, it 
required a peculiar sort o# demand, and that the supply would 
not he produced unless the regular demand were continued?— 
£ meant to state to this effect, that tea is a product which could 
nqp\be grown iii exact accordance to a fluctuating annual 
demand, because it cannot be produced like a trap of wheat, 
for instance; and that, therefore, in order to keep up the average 
quality of the produce, it was desirable that the demand should 
be as little fluctuating from year to year as possible. 

1435. Are you aware that coffee and pepper, which take three 
"TTPiblir years to produce, have come down in price under the 

varying demand which lias takeh place ?—I know nothing about 
the produce of "thqse articles, ^_ — 

1436. You have staged that the last consignment of woollens is 
expected to yield a profit; is that the consignment of the year 
1827-8, or 1838-9 ?—It is the consignment of the year 1828-9. 

1437. To what circumstance do you consider it owing that 
this consignment will yield a profit, whereas for the l&t few 
years you have represented the woollen«trade * as a losing con¬ 
cern ? - It will ari$e from the very great foil in the invoice cost. 

1438. Has there been any rise of price or any .increased dc- 
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nuuid in China for woollens?—-None to my knowledge; rather 1 Mar. 1830. 
the reverse. ^ 

1439. At what period do you consider that the woollen trade ’ Esq. 
began to be a losing concern to the Company ?—It was in some 
measure since the American competition. 

1440. It appears by the papers laid before the House, that in 
1809, and up to 1813 and 1814, the export of woollens amounted 
to 200,000 pieces; that in the year 1810 they had fallen to 
161,000 pieces; and that*in ,1827 they amounted only to 
123,000 pieces; will you explain what you consider to nave 
been the cause of that decline ?—The Company before endured 
a greater loss, and a loss which they did not feel justified in 
continuing to endure. 

1441. Do you imagine that when the Americans entared into 
the woollen trade, and, as you say, drove the Company from the 
trade by their competition, that they sustained a los6 ?—I un- 
defstand that they made use of the woollens merely as a*remit- 
tance From Liverpool; that direct from America they preferred 
taking dollars. 1 have understood, that from the circumstance 
of the American ports being to the leeward of the trade wind, a 
ship is as long going direct from America, as by touching first 
at Liverpool; and accordingly they found it convenient, being 
at Liverpool, to take woollens (though they might lose by them 
to a certain extent) as a remittance. 

1442. Do you conceive that the Americans did lose by the 
export of. woollens to China ?—I have heard that they have tost 
on particular articles of woollens. I believe thp American im¬ 
portation of woollens into Canton has soever reached one : /burth 
of the Company’s importation. I was asked in my last evidence 
whether, if it could be proved that the Americans made twenty 
or thirty per cent, on some articles qf importation on whicb^ljl 
Company lost, It did not go to shew that they had some superior 
mode of introducing the goods : now, I believe, that they have 
not generally made any such profitsand I should say, that it 

. is contradicted by the fact of their not having increased their 
importations. If they had made twenty or thirty per cent., 
they would have increased their importations: and I infer, fsots 
their not having increased them* that those large profits were 
made only in a very few individual instances, and that where 
theyffS^e made, it was by evading the port charges. 

1443* Did you never hear that the losSes on the American 
trade were confined almast entirely to the return voyages to 
America?—Yes; because the proportion of specie which the 
• Americans have introduced at Canton has^jbeeri overwhelming 
when compared wtfc the amount of tljeir woollen importations; 
in the proportion of fiv£*or six to-one. 

1444. the question refers to the trade'carried on by Ameri¬ 
cans from Liverpool to Canton, And back to America; did you 
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never hear that the losses incurred upon those voyages fell al¬ 
most entirely upon the return cargo ?—I cannot speak to that. 

1445. Can you state the amount of the Company’s invest¬ 
ment in woollens, which you say is now profitable ?—The re¬ 
turns shew it to be about £800,000. r 

€ 

1446. Do you consider that, at the present prices of woollens 
in England, the importation of woollens into China is likely to 
be profitable ?—I understand that the last importation of the 
Company will yield a profit upm the whole , in consequence of 
the invoice price being lower in England. 

1447. Are you aware whether there has been, recently, any 
increased demand in China for cotton-yarns ?—I am not aware 
of it. My experience goes to prove the importation of cotton- 
yam to have been unsuccessful; but I have not been in China 
since the latter end of 1828. 


1448. ‘Have you seen an article in the Canton Register,,of 
the 3d*December «1828, stating that there has been a great rise 
in the demand "for cotton-yarns, and particularly from a new 
quarter, from the northern provinces of China ?—I do not re¬ 
member having seen that. 

1449. Should you consider that the Canton Register is autho¬ 
rity upon these commercial subjects?—To a certain extent it is. 

1450. Is it as good an authority as price-currents generally 
are ?—Possibly it may be. 

1451. You stated that one of the great objections to the con¬ 
sumption of wctftlien goods in China was, the distance and the 
expense of transit ?—-Their being suited to the consumption of 
the northern provinces, to which we have no access. 

*V]452. Can you state the mode in which the woollens of 
SolSony are introduced into China?—I have .heard of some 
small quantity of British woollens being Imported through 
Russia, but I am not sure of it. 

1453. Have you heard* that a large quantity of Saxony wool¬ 
lens are imported through Russia ?—No, I am not aware of that. 

_ ,1 454. If that should prove to be the fact, is not the transit 

by that mode infinitely more expensive, and longer in point of 
duration, tlaan any internal transporting which can interfere, on 
the ground of expense, with the consumption of Britrttrw^uolt 
lens imported into Canton ?—The demand must be greater in 
tfye cola provinces for such commodities. 

1455. Taking the place of consumption to be the northern 
and the colder provinces of, the empire, is not the transport 
from Jtussia over-laitd infinitely more expensive and mbre dis¬ 
tant than the mode of* communication # which .we have by 
Canton?—-bio; I # am not aware of thdte being those heavy 
transit duties levied in that direction that are levied through 
the provinces of China. „ « 



SELECT COMMITTER of the HOUSE OF COMMONS. 177 


1456. Do you conceive that the transit duty from Canton to 
the northern provinces would be sufficient to counterbalance 
the whole waste of time, and the expense of land-carriage across 
the continent of Asia?—I think it possible; but the whole 
question is speculative, and cannot easily be brought to a cal¬ 
culation. 


1 Mir. 1830. 

J. F. Davis, 
Etf. 


1457. There is a letter of the supercargoes, referred to in 
the report of the Committee in 1821, in which they statd that 
the American trade in woollens was interfering very much with 
the Company’s trade: has it of*late years interfered much ?-— I 
believe that they have interfered more or less; but the Ameri¬ 
can trade in woollens has not increased lately. 

1'458. Do you believe it has made the trade of the Company 
more losing? —It entailed a fall in the price of our woollens, and 
its depressing effect must have continued. 

1459. You state that the quantity of woollens imported by 
Americans has not increased; have you any Jaiowledge en that 
subject?—My knowledge is partly derived from the printed 
report, and from the latest return of the trade at Canton, which 
makes the whole exports and the whole imports, each of them, 
only about 6,500,000 dollars. 

1460. You took your information, then, from the papers 

which fyave been laid before Parliament ?—And from papers 
which I obtained from the India-House—the latest return from 
Canton. • •* 

1461. Do you know tile quantity of hardware imported 

into Canton by the Company ?—They made a« attempt, some 
years ago, to introduce cutlery and hardware; but the articles 
were unsuited to Chinese use ; they did not know what to do 
with them. 4 J 

1462. Witiurespect to iron, cast Ind wrought, is there nfiich 
importation of that into China ?—We send about 1,800 tons of 
iron per annum. 

1463. Is that a profitable investment?—Yes; it generally 

yields a small profit; there is a duty charged by the Chinese of 
about 5s. lOd. a cwt. On iron. _ . 


1464. Is there any demand for quicksilver ?—A very limited 
demand, I believe it is partly introduced by the officers of the 

- CoStff&hy’s ships. * * 

1465. Did not the Austrians endeavour to establish a trade 
with China ?—I have not seen an, Austrian ship th§re, I believe, 
since my residence in the country. 

1466* In your former examination yoii stated that the country 
trade had derived very important advantage and assistance from 
the Company’s Factory, inasmuch as when there was an attack 
made by the Chinese upon the privileges sftid trade of foreigners 
generally, in the year 1814, the Company then made a stand, 
by which they joined* advantages which necessarily extended 
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l Mar. 1830. to the country trade; are not you aware that the merchants 

- of India, on that occasion, remonstrated with the East-India 

Company, and claimed indemnity for the heavy losses which 
tJ ' they had sustained by the interference -of the Select Com¬ 
mittee with their trade upon that occasion ?—-The Company 
lost too; but they considered that the objects which they Wre 
contending for were more than a counterbalance for the tem¬ 
porary inconvenience. 1 am aware that the country ships 
suffered by the detention ; and I am o aware, also, that the Bom¬ 
bay merchants applied to the Government in England for redress, 
and that their application was rejected. 

1467. Do the Americans who trade to Canton carry on a 
large share of their business with the outside merchants ?—They 
do, a considerable portion. 

1468. Do they do more than the private merchants trading 
from the continent of India?—I believe they do; for this reason, 
that their trade is directed to articles of commerce which a?re 
better suited to, the outside dealers, such as silk piece-goods, 
which are very much a trade of detail, as to patterns, &c. 

1469. Are there among the outside dealers men of capital, 
character, and credit?—They are so little to be trusted, that I 
know numbers of individuals who have suffered most severely by 
their transactions with them. 

1470. Supposing an outside merchant is indebted either to 
an American or an English merchant, could he get, redress by 
any judicial proceeding against any outside merchant, who has 
thus become li^ debtor?—The Chinese government warn all 
foreigners to beware of dealing with those men, because it will 
not guarantee their losses. This appears from the proclamation 
already read. 

7*^71. Would they acknowledge a suit or an agplicatioiTmade 
to the Chinese government to enforce payment against an out¬ 
side merchant?—They would expressly disavow it, and deny 
all remedy, stating, at the same time, that the foreigner must 
bear the consequences of his own dealings. 

1472. Would not the Chinese government consider the Hong 
~ ta&chants who secured the ship as responsible for the loss ?— 
I do not know what they might dp at present; but during the 
whole of my residence in the country it has been vp y mnrl* 
the other way. The government certainly would not 'give 
security to any transactions with the outside people. The Hong 
merchants are security for the duties but not for the debts of 
the outside dealers. 

WILLIAM CARTWRIGHT, Esq. called in, and examined. 

t, 1478* Have you resided at Buenos Ayres as a merchant?-— 
I have, for nearly^ cleyen years. • * 

1474. Arc you acquainted generally with tljc trade of the 
southern states of America ?—I am. , 



SELECT COMMITTEE of the HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

1475. Is there any trade carried on from those states direct 
to China ?—Yes. 

1476. In what does the trade consist?—It-consists in taking 
out Specie from those' states, and bringing back the produce of 
China, consisting of as variety of articles, tea, nankeens, silk, 
satins, flirniture of various sorts, fans, and a variety of fancy 
articles. 

1477. In what bottoms is this trade carried on ?—Almost uni¬ 
versally in American bottoms. , 

1478. Has it been a profitable trade ?—I have understood so. 

1479. When did the trade commence ?—It has only been 
carried on occasionally as opportunities have offered: perhaps 
not during the whole of the time that I resided there ; but 1 
know it was carried on from Buenos Ayres in the years 1822, 
1823, and I believe 1824. 

J480. Is it generally a circuitous trade; that is,*a trade 
beginning in the United States with a cargo to some ’of the 
ports in South America, and from those ports fo China ?—No; 
the trade has usually commenced at Buenos Ayres by Ameri¬ 
can vessels beitig chartered in Buenos Ayres, from thence they 
proceeded to the west coast (generally Valparaiso and Lima), 
where they had to take in dollars (dollars being there more 
abundant than they are in Buenos Ayres), and from thence 
across the Pacific to Canton, and returning by the Cape of 
Good Hope to Buenos Ayres. There is likewise, I’believe, a 
trade* between the west coast direct to Canton carried on under 
the American flag. » , 

1481. Is there any trade carried bn from the north-west 

coast under the American flag ?—I have understood there was, 
in skips and furs. J 

1482. Is there any considerable Consumption of tea in tHose 
new states ?—The consumption of tea has materially increased 
of late years in those countries, in # consequence of the tea 
which has been usually consumed there by the natives of those 
countries being from Paraguay, and their not being able to 
procure it now in sufficient quantity. Some political disputes 
having arisen between the government of Paraguay and The 
oth*er states of South America, they have not, been able to 

^Xeqjjjicc^ their usual supply of that article, in consequence of 
which the consumption of China tea therp has increased, and 
is likely to increase still further, in my opinion. 

1483. Is the Committee to understand that the'supply of tea 
for the consumption of those states was derived from the pro- 

’ vince oPParaguay before the interruption of the intercourse ?— 
Yes; the natives of those countries hrfVe usually consumed the 
tea of Paraguay. * . % 

* 1484. Is th§t the same plant as the tea of China ?—No, 
quite a different pliant., 
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1485. Is the tea of China preferred to the tea of Paraguav, or 
is it of necessity that they have recourse to this substitute ?—I 
should think more from necessity than choice; but having 
acquired of late years a habit of drinking the China tea, I think 
the people have become latterly more foijd of it than they were 
before ; and from that circumstance I infer, that even if the 
prohibition were taken off the Paraguay tea, there would still 
be ^^considerable consumption of China tea, from their having 
acquired a habit of drinking it now for some years. 

1486. Is the consumption of silk goods from China considera¬ 
ble ?—Jt is. 

1487. Is the Paraguay tea known in Chili and Peru as well 
as in Buenos Ayres ? — It is. 

1488., Is the tea of China now equally substituted there ? - 
I imagine it is ; I have not been in those countries, but we have 
had commercial establishments there, and 1 have understood 
that the consumption of China tea throughout all those coun¬ 
tries is increasing! i 

1489. From your commercial experience and knowledge, do 
you think that, as those states become settled ^and prosperous, 
there will be a considerable trade between them and China ?— 
I think there will. 

1490. What is the voyage from Valparaiso to Canton?—I 
should suppose the voyage may be considered from two to three 
months across the Pacific: two months perhaps. I kno\y that 
vessels have gone that voyage from Buenos Ayres* round to 
Qhili and Lima* and to Canton, and returned to Buenos Ayres 
within the twelve mofiths, making the voyage round the 
world. 

V. J491. Then the trade, in your opinion, to whatever extent 
itiiay be carried on, will he principally an -expart trade from 
China, and in all the articles that those countries may want in 
that part of the world ?*—Yes. I should wish to observe, that 
at the present time the great consumption of goods from China 
does not consist in tea, but in silks, satins, and a variety of 
articles manufactured m that country; but that tea is an article 
oftonsumption that is likely to increase. 

14954. Were you interested in any of the adventures to which 
you have referred ?—I was, Jh one instance. T m T'. 

1493. Were these*adventures profitable ?—I have understood 
they were, qnd that they would have been more so, but very 
high freights were paid. 

1494. In what yejrs were the freights so high ?—The year 
that I allude to was that of 1822. 

1495. What circumstances occasioned the freight being so 
high?—A very few of the American vessels that come out t® 
that country have instructions from their owners to take char- 
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ters for China, and of course the number of vessels that otter 1 Mar. isso. 
for that trade is very few. ' . , 

1496. Do you recollect what the rate of freight was?—It Esq. 
was as high, 1 believe, as from £20 to £22 a ton register for 

the voyage out and 'home, going round by Valparaiso and 
Lima. 

1497. Is copper an article of export from the southern states 

of America to China ?—It is exported from Chili; and I believe 
it finds its way to China. * • 

1498. Cannot those states be supplied with all articles that 
they may require of China produce or manufacture cheaper 
from China than from any other part of the world, on account of 
the’ir local situation ?—1 think they may ; those articles costing 
less in China than they do in other parts of the world. • 

1449. Would they not come cheaper in a direct voyage from 
China to those states than by any other course ?—Decidedly. 

1500. Do yoy suppose that British ships* would have been 
employed in this trade if it had been lawful for them to engage 
in it ?—I have no doubt of it; inasmuch as the trade has been 
chiefly carried on on British account and with British capital. 

1501. Do you apprehend there is a risk of this trade getting 
into American channels, so far as the shipping is concerned, in 
consequence of the impossibility of British bottoms being em¬ 
ployed in jt ?—Certainly ; that has hitherto been, apd I Itave 
no ddubt'Will continue so, as long as British ships are prohibited. 

Those persons who carry on the trade will, in ,such case, ha,ve 
recourse to American or foreign vessels. 

1502. Have you ever known any furs collected on the south¬ 
west of America by British merchants, which have been broqgh£ 
to thfs country, to be sent from this country to China ?-*No 
such trade has ever come under my experience, though I think 
it a very likely one to have been carried on. 

1503. Is there any tea brought from Paraguay to the states 

* you have mentioned ?—It is not altogether interrupted; occa¬ 
sionally licenses are obtained from the director of that country. 

They bring this article down tbe # river to Buenos Ayres; but it 
happens rarely, and the price is very high. . 

■ Do you consider that die increase Vhich has taken 

place in the consumption of tea is entirely in the China tea? — 

At present it is. . • , 

1505. How many adventures had you to China?—I had 

• only on$, , 

1506. In yhat*year ?•—In the year* 1S22, to the best of my 

recollection. * • . 

• 1507. Then.you did not think it desirable to embark in any 
other adventure*>f that kind ?—I left the country a few years 
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1 Mar. 1830. afterwards, and no other eligible opportnnity bad occurred to 
— embark in a similar adventure, or in all probability I should. 

^ c ‘£*™ ri £ ,,t > 1508. But you have been eleven years there, and that was the 

only adventure you did embark in ?—The bnly one. 

1509. Was it profitable?—It was not*a very profitably one, 
in consequence of the very high freight that was paid ; still it 
1 eft very fair profit. 

1510. What do you call a fair profit ?—I think, if I recollect 
right, the profit was from 10 to 15*per cent, upon the capital 
invested. 

1511. What was the extent of the adventure ?•—It was a 
joint adventure amongst a great number of British merchants 
there; and I think the amount invested was from 100,000 to 
150,000'dollars. 

1512. You have stated that there was very little tea in the 

return c&rgo?—Yes. , 

1513. Were Jhfc other articles chiefly furniture and satin ?—■ 
If necessary I can state the exact amount, or hearty so, of the 
different articles that came back in the vessel that I allude to. 

1514. When did you leave Buenos Ayres?—In the year 
1826. 

1515. Then you did not embark in any adventure after that ? 

-—I did not. * 

1516. Nor before ?-—Nor before. , 

1517. Did you know of any other adventure to China?— 

Yes, there were, three or four in that very year and the subse¬ 
quent one. * 

1518. Have there been any since that time at all ?—I think 

'thetf’e have been others, but I am not certain. , 

re 19. Can you state anf ? —No; I know that several vessels 
sailed after the one in which I was concerned in 1822. 

1520. Can you tell how lately any vessels sailed ?—I cannot. 

1521. Have there been any for these last four years?—I can¬ 
not tell, indeed; but I can say, that subsequently to the time at 
which I was engaged in it, other vessels were sent on the same 
voyage, but which I did not embark in. 

1522. In lS26.you left Buqnos Ayres, and you know nothing 
of the trade since that time ?—Except from constarfi kilet- 
course, having a comtaercial house there still. 

*1523. Can you inform the Committee how many ships sailed 
from Buenos Ayres to .China during the eleven years you were 
resident there ?—I cannot. In the year 1822, and I believe the < 
the subsequent year, I know of four vessels having gone. 

1524. Did you know of any vessels gfting before 1822 ?— 
Certainly; but I was not interested in any of them, and did not 
take any particular account of them. * 
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1525. Do you know how many went from Valparaiso or from 
Lima ?—No. 

1526. Then your evidence only relates to the trade between 
Buenos Ayres and China ?—It only relates to the trade between 
Buenos Ayres and Chiba; except that, from my intercourse with 
the other countries (having commercial houses both in Valparaiso 
and Lima), I am so far acquainted with the trade of those p(juzes, 
and I know that there is an increase consumption of China pro¬ 
duce in the whole of those countries. 

1527. Have you any objections to state why, if you found 
those adventures profitable, you engaged in no others?—It was 
not at all in our way of business to enter into adventures of that 
kind; our commercial pursuits are of a different nature. 

1528. Are you engaged in trade now?—Yes. * 

1529. Where dq you reside?—In Liverpool. 

1530. Would not the produce of Buenos Ayres, for instance 
hides and tallow, become a profitable investnleqt to China?—I 
am not aware thlit it has ever been tried. 


1531. Can you state at what rate of freight you could get a 

British ship to go from Buenos Ayres to China and back again, 
if it were a legal voyage*?—I can only state, that the produce 
of that country was shipping in British vessels on the voyage to 
England «it the rate of about £4 to £5 a ton, and the outward 
freight might be estimated at perhaps £2. 10s. to £3 a ton, and 
the oytward and homeward voyage together would take about 
nine or tell months. } 

1532. And the voyage you have mentioned was done within 
twelve months, for which £20 to £22 per ton was paid ?—That 
was, I believe, the general rate of freight; but I cannot > 
recollect at what rate the vessel wtjs chartered in which I 
interested. 4 

1533. Do you recollect the size of the ship that was chartered? 
—I think she was a vessel from 350 to*400 tons. 


* 1534. Have you exported any Paraguay tea to Buenos Ayres ? 

—Never. 


1535. Do you know the price at which it was sold per pound 
at Buenos Ayres ?—When the article was plentiful in Buenos 
Ayres, it generally sold (to reduce*it to sterling) from 7 d. to 9 d. 
a pdHhc£ . 


1536. "Was it drunk by the merchants at all, or only by the 
lower classes ?—Not mucli by the Europeans, but ‘generally by 
all classes of the natives of the country, as well as by the 

»Spaniards who have long resided there. * 

1537. Horn is that prite as compared with the price of China 
tea ?—I cannot state tnff exact price, but I think,the black tea was 
usually sold in Buenos Ayres from 2s. to 2s. 6d, per pound, and 
the gt'ecn tea front 3s. tq 3a*. 6 d. or 4s. 


18 8 

Mar. 1830. 


,r . CarlW) iqht. 
Esq. 
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i Mar. 1830. 1538. What is the duty ?—The duty was then twenty per 

-. cent, ad valorem. 

W ' 1539. Did any of those ships trade with the eastern Archi¬ 

pelago ?—None that I am aware of. * 

1540. Can you state whether that has been a profitable,, trade 
since 1822 or not ?—I have no means of answering that ques¬ 
tion^ 

1541. Have you no means of stating up to the time you left 
the country in 1826?—The only*’means I have of fudging is 
from persons having pursued the trade after the period I have 
mentioned. 1 should suppose, if it had not been profitable, it 
would have been abandoned. 

1542. You stated that the rate of freight was from £20 to £22 
a ton, did the freighter pay the port charges at Canton, or the 
owner of the ship ?—The owner of the ship. 

1543. * Do you consider the tea imported to Buenos Ayres 

from China to be 1 as good as the tea consumed in this country ? 
—Quite as good. ' 

1544. Do the vessels which go to Valparaiso and Canton stop 
at the Phillipine Islands ?—I think not. 1 have heard of their 
calling on their way at the Sandwich Islands. 

1545. What do you suppose could have been the freight from 
Buenos Ayres to Canton and back, supposing the freighter to 
have paid the port charges at Canton ?—1 cannot precisely state 
what a British vessel might have been procured 4 at for that 
voyage ; and 1 am not acquainted exactly with the ‘amount of 
port charges at Canton^ 

1546. What do suppose would be the rate of freight for a 
. British ship, according to the present general rate of freight, 

fo^a voyage from Buenos ^kyres to Canton and back, supposing 
the freighter paid the port charges ?—I should think that a vessel 
for that voyage might, at the present time, be chartered at the 
rate of from £8 to £10 per ton register for the round, and perhaps 
less. 

1547. You are a considerable ship-owner?—I am interested 
in several. 

1548. Is there much diffefence between the rate of freight 
now and what was in 182g?—Judging from the freights we 
obtain from South America, there is little difference. *• •** 

1549. Do you think the £8 a ton would remunerate the ship¬ 
owner?—-I um not prepared «to say “that; I think that vessels 
might be engaged at about that rate. 

1550. Do you consider that £8 to £10 would be a fair rate* 

at the present time ?—Y^s, according .to th$ current rates to 
other parts. t »’ 

1551. Do you know whether any other country, except the 
Americans, are engaged in the trade from th^ Pacific to Ghina ? 
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—Several of the natives of Buenos Ayres are engaged in that 
trade. 

1552. Do you know whether any other bottoms are engaged 
in it ;* the Dutch, for» instance ?— I do not know; I dare say 
there may be Dutch vessels engaged in that trade* 


1 Mar. 1830. 

W. Cartwright , 
Esq. 


Martis , 2 ° die Martii, 1830 . 

Captain ABEL COFIBlN Called in, and examined. 

1558. You are a citizen of the United States ?—I am. 2 M ir. 1830. 

1554. In what part of the United States ?—-Newbury Port* a- 

towrf of Massachusetts. Ca i ,K A Co Jfi n - 

1555, Have you commanded a ship in the China trade ?— 

I have, three voyages. 

1J>56. From what port did you sail ?—Boston. * t 

1557. In what years did you perform those "Voyages?—1822, 

1823, and 1824. 

1558. What Cargoes did you take to China?—Specie, and 
some trifling cargoes of casks of furs, but nothing on account 
of the owners except specie. 

1559. What quantity of bullion did you take out?—In 1822 
I had 1?2,000 Spanish dollars; in the year 1823, I had 
200,000; and in 1824, 165,000 dollars. At the time I had 
the 200,000*dollars it was not to be all invested in fliy ship; 
between St),000 and 40,000 was to pay a debt that the owner 
had contracted on a previous voyage. t 

1560. What cargoes did you bring from Canton ?—Teas, or 

manufactured goods, silk goods, cassia, and nankeen. . 

1561! Were the teas black and grepn ?—An assorted carg6; 
about two-thirds* were black. 

1562. Do the Americans experience any difficulty in carry¬ 
ing on the Chinese trade ?—None, that I nave known. 

’ 1563. Did you ever experience any yourself ?—Not any. 

1564. Had you any supercargo ?—The first voyage I hpd 
one ^ the two last I had neither supercargo nor clerk. 

1565. What was the name of the ship?—The Liverpool 

SaslyfeSM* * 

1566. And what was its burthen ?—397 tons, American ton¬ 
nage. ' • • . 

1567. Is that different from the British ?—There is some 
trifling deference, but very little ; I think it # would differ about 
five or six tons from English tonnage, ig a snip of that size.. 

1568. Is it larger ot*sjn a H er than the British ?—I think it is 
smaller than the British. 

1569. Will y<fu Jiave the goodness to give the Committee an 

• 2 b 
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2 Mar. 1830. account of the way in which you proceeded in conducting your 

-transactions at Canton ?—On the arrival of the ship at Wham- 

Capt. 4. Coffin. p Qa t fo e f ac t 0 r generally proceeds to Canton, there he calls upon 
the Hong merchants, or frequently the ^Hong merchants send 
their pursers to wait upon him on his arrival. 

1570. Do they send down to the ship ?—Not down to the 
shjn, but to his place of business. He will then make an 
arrangement with one of the Hong merchants to secure his 
ship; and generally we agree to trade with that Hong mer¬ 
chant, admitting that he will trade with us on as good terms as 
we can trade with any other merchants in general; but we buy 
one-third or one-half of our cargo of him, and sometimes the 
whole. 

■ 

157\. But you do not give more for teas you purchase of him 
than you give to others ?—-Notin any way; we give him no fur¬ 
ther advantage than a preference of trade, if we can trade 
equally well with him. 

1572. Do you give him any fee or douceur, to become secu¬ 
rity for the ship ?—Not any. 

15?S. Are there considerable facilities in the port of Canton 
for transacting business ?—There are more so than in any port 
I have ever been in in India. 4 

1574*. Can you give the Committee any instance ^ to prove 
that facility at the time you arrived there?—I arrived at 
Wham pda, on one voyage, when I was both master, and super¬ 
cargo of the ship ; and I laid at Whampoa then fifteen days, 
and loaded there and sailed in that time. 

1575. Did you trace from China to America, and from 
America to Europe ?—From America to China, from Chftia to 
America, and from America to Amsterdam. 

if 

*1576. Can you give th& Committee an account of any voyage 
you have performed ?—I have here an extract of an American 
newspaper, giving an account of one of my voyages: it is 
headed “ Despatch.—’‘The ship Liverpool Packet, Captain 
Coffin, sailed from Boston on the 21st of July 1824, for Canton, 
arrived there, changed her cargo, and returned to Boston in 
eight months and twenty-nine days; afterwards sailed for Am¬ 
sterdam, and performed -the voyage there and back to Boston 
in seventy days, changing *cargo: thus having completed two 
long and important voyages in eleven months andTSixTeen 
days.” 

1577. Is that an accurate account of the voyage you per¬ 
formed ?—It is one day longer than the voyage was. 1 was 
eight months and *twenty-eight days, instead of twenty-nine 
days; that is, the whdle time from • the tqne I left Boston to 
the time I returned, to Boston again. * 1 

1578. Did you unload entirely at Boston, or only in part?— 
T merely discharged my silk goods and. some* teas that answered 
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for the Boston market, and brought on the remainder to 2 Mar. 1830. 
Amsterdam. -- 

1579. Did you load at Amsterdam ?~I returned in ballast. C ° Pt A ' C 

1580. Have you h&l any dealings with the outside mer¬ 
chant# ?—I have. I have generally bought the greater part of 
my silk goods, and frequently considerable quantities of tea to 
complete my cargo, of the outside merchants. Generally^an 
outside merchant has some Hong merchant as his fiiend; goods 
are obliged to be shipped thnougb one of the Hong merchants. 

They are bought of the outside merchant, and the probability 
is, that the outside merchant pays the Hong merchant some 
trifling compensation*fbr shipping his goods. 

X'o81. Do you find any difficulty in dealing with the outside 
merchants ?—I never have myself; but I have heard others say 
there is not that security in trading with them. You are more 
liable to be impose'd upon, which is not the case with the Hong 
merchants. , • 

1582. What security have you of there being n6 imposition on 
the part of the Hong merchants?—Only their own. 

1583. Can you mention any instances?—On one voyage I 
had five chests of tea whiph proved to be filled up with sawdust 
and brickdust. It was the time of the great fire at Canton, and 
it was some of the old remains of the fire ; they weighed about 
equal weight with a chest of tea. When I went back I took it 
backhand took it to the Hong merchant, Puankhe^ua; and 
after sending his purser to see that it was his mark, he imme¬ 
diately, without saying any thing further, sent *ne ten chests. 

He gave me to understand, that it wasJ not intentional on his 
part? I have no doubt that it was done on board the chop- 
boats. <t The people I purchased my goods of are accountable • 
for the goods till they get alongsnje the ship. We buy fhe 
goods deliverable on board. 

1584. What is the amount of a chop of tea?—Of black tea, 
generally about 400 to 600 chests. It is a quantity of tea grown 

* on one piece of ground by one man ; and of black teas it gene¬ 
rally consists, sometimes it exceeds, 600 chests, and the green 

about 400 chests. 

• • 

1585. Was the tea returned to you by Puankhequa of as 
griftjj .a-quality as that which he hsrtl engaged to deliver before ? 

—It was. , 

1586. Do you generally, find that you can trust as much to 

the Hong merchants in their dealings with you as* you can to 
^merchants residing in other parts of the world ?—I should think 
we might full as much. ( * 

1587. Can £ou mention the prices that you paid for tea in any 
given year?—In 1822, the first voyage that t was there, from 
22 to £3 tales ppr^ekul were paid for thre souchong. It amounts 
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2 Mar. laso. to the same thing as cents per pound ; cents are of Spanish 
- t dollars : 22 tales would be about 22£ cents. 

Coffin. ] 5 gg Whist did you pay for the other descriptions of tea? 
—Bohea was, to the best of my recollection, 12 cents per 
pound; about 12 tales per pekui; Congo was about 21 to 22; 
young hyson was 36; hyson was the same price; hys6n-skin 
was 25. 

1589. What do you mean by young hyson ?—Young hyson 
tea, I believe, is the young lea/ oft the old hyson. 

1590. Were those all fresh teas ?—All fresh teas. 

1591. What did you pay for gunpowder tea and for impe¬ 
rial tea?—-Gunpowder, 50 to 55, and ror imperial about the 
same price. 

1592. Was the price of green tea higher in the year 1823 
than it had been before ?~It was. 

15pS. Had you any difficulty in that year in completing your 
cargo of green tea ?—In 1823 1 had, in obtaining as mtich young 
hyson as I wished. 

1594. Could you, in the year 1824, obtain the young hyson 
that you required ?—Not at all; but it was more plentiful than 
it had. been. I was late in the year 1824, being one of the late 
ships that went against the monsoon. 

1595. What difference in the price did the scarcity of young 
hyson, in the year 1823, make in the article ?—It made a dif¬ 
ference hf between 36 and 42 tales per pekui. * 

1596. Whaj was the price of the young hyson fn the year 
1824 ?—In the year 1^241 paid from 45 to 48 for young hyson. 

1597. Have you ever seen a printed price-current at Canton ? 
—I have; but I believe they have been sent out printed from 
Europe of America in blqpk; they were filled up at Canton. 

1598. Is that a common practice ?—That ‘ is the common 
practice. 

1599. Is there, in yodr judgment, any difference between the 
quality of the teas purchased by the East-India Company and 
those purchased by the Americans ?-~I should think there was 
a difference, from 5 to 10 per cent in favour of the teas pur¬ 
chased by the East-India. Coibpany. 

1900. Does that apply both to black and green ?— To the 
green teas I think it does not apply. Our green teas a&^Jqually 
as good as those, imported by the Company. Souchong and 
congo I have, myself nought ‘there after it has been marked to 
go on hoard Company’s snips, and paid a little higher for it. 

1601. How did ' you contrive to get those chests?—The 
Hong put other printed ^papers over them. * 

1602. Were they .intended for the Ct»&jmny’s ships ? - I be¬ 

lieve they were; but thg merchants wanting ready money sold 
them. *. ■> 
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1603. Do you remember what you have paid for the tea so 2 Mar. isso. 

purchased ?—I think it was 24 tales; that was in the year that- 

I was paying 21 for the teas that we usually take to America. Cai>t ' A ' 

1604. Do you imagine that was part of the tea for which the 

Company had contracted ?—I have no doubt that it was tea 
that was to go on board the Company’s ships* I believe that 
the Hong merchant intended it; but wanting some ready money, 
he got it in this manner. ** 

1605. Was it your general practice to pay ready money for 
the teas you purchased P—Generally. I have had credit in 
China when I have not had funds enough to load the ship. 

1606. On which voyage was that ?—-The first and last voyage. 

1607. From whom did you have it ?—From Chumqua, one of 

the Hong merchants. , 

1608. What security did you give him ?—I gave him my bill, 

payable at twelve months or on ray return. • 

1609. T>id you refer to the American consul there?—No 

other security than my own. * 

1610. Were you a perfect Stranger to him ?— So far a stranger, 

that I had only been acquainted with him on my first voyage 
there; but he considered, from my being in command of the 
vessel and having the management of the business, being con¬ 
cerned with the supercargo, that I must be a respectable person, 
and of course he required no other security* The merchant I 
sailed.for h&d frequently had large credits. '• 

1611. Then it is notan uncommon practice in Canton to give 

credit where the money for the payment of thb goods is net 
immediately forthcoming?—No; between thirty and forty 
thousand dollars which I took out on one voyage, was to pay 
for a previous credit which the owner had had. «. , 

1612. Have you found equal faeilfty in other parts of India' ? 

—I never have. 

1613. What interest did you pay* 9 —Eight per cent, per 
' annum. 

1614. At what time do the tea merchants usually arrive at 

Canton?—From November to December. * 

f615. Did you ever purchase teas of an old season ?—I did. 

,4 ft What is the difference ii/ the price at Canton between 
the old and the new teas ?—About four oi; five tales. 

1617. Is that the casejn all Ascriptions of teas?—In gre§n 
teas I do not think it is so much: we consider that the black 

, teas injure by keeping* 

1618. * What difference is there in the American market be¬ 

tween the old and nait leas ?—Perhaps two to three cents pei 
pound. * * 

1619. When ypu say four tales, dor you mean in the bohee 
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2 Mar. 1330. tea or in the Congo tea ?—In the congo tea; not so much in the 
- bohea tea. I never bought any old bohea. 

Chpt. A. Coffin. 2620. How were the three cargoes of tea which you bought 
disposed of?—Part of it was disposed pf in America, but the 
greater part went to Holland. ‘ 

1621. Can you tell what the teas sold for in Holland?— 
I think at 21 stivers. The last voyage, not having any thing to 
do^ith the business myself in Holland, being consigned there, 
having some shares in the voyage,.myself, I was furnished with 
account sales; but, to the best of my recollection, about 21 
stivers for the Dutch pound. 

1622. For what description of teas ?—For the congo. 

1623. Of the tea you purchased, was part of it from the 
Hong find part of it from the outside merchants ?—It was. 

1624. Are you able to state how the teas purchased from 
those two parties turned out ?—T think that the tea was fully as 
good*that I purchased of the outside merchants as tkat of the 
Hong. The outside merchant that I purchased it from had 
been established for many years, though within two years he 
has died; his name was Yoqua. 

1625. What is the difference between the Dutch pound and 
the English pound ?—112| English, 1 think, makes 110 pounds 
Dutch. 

1626. Can you state the price in Holland of any other de¬ 
scription'of tea besides congo?—I cannot. * 

1627. Is there any difference in the duties on American and 

an national ships in importing teas into Holland ?—There is 
considerable. * 

• 

1628. Can you state what it is ?—I do not know the difference 
exactly; hut I was told by the merchants that the circumstance 
ofunine being an Americ&i ship made a difference of something 
like 28,000 guilders on the whole cargo; that is, about £2,200. 

1629. Do the Ameriqan ships perform their voyages cheaper 
than Dutch ships ?— I think they do; they are more expeditious, 
and they also sail with fewer men. In the ship that I com- 
mqnded I had twelve seamen, making altogether seventeen, and 
sometimes having a boy, racking eighteen people, myself in¬ 
cluded. 

1630. What would a Dutdh ship of that size have ?—Eknbably 

twenty-five. , 

• 1631. What was the size of the slyp ?—About 400 tons. 

1632. Can you state what was the whole cargo of the ship on 

which that additional expense was incurred ?—The investment, 
in China was about 170,QjOO dollars. ^ . 

1633. Would an American ship, nonyually of 400 tons, carry 
more or less cargo thhn^a Dutch ship of 400 tons ?—The Dutch 
ships ate rated by the laSt; but when I compare them with the 
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American ships, I speak of a ship that would bring the same 2 Mar. 1830. 
quantity. - 

1634. Is not there a different mode of measuring the tonnage Capl ‘ A Co ^ n ' 
in American ships from the British ?—I believe there is; we take 

half the breadth of beam for the depth of hold, the length of 
keel multiplied by the depth, divided by 95. 

1635. Do you know the English way ?—I do ffot know exajgtly 

the English way of measuring. *’*’ 

1636. Is not the American ton reckoned forty cubic feet?—It is. 

1637. Do you know whether the English is reckoned the 
same ?—I do not know. 

1638. Is not a last about two tons?—-I believe it is. 

1639. You stated that the value of your investment in China 
was about 170,000 dollars; do you know what its value In Hol¬ 
land was ?—I cannot tell exactly. 

1640. Did the charges depend on the value of the cargo in 
the ship, or on the ship itself?—-Principally on t(he cargo. 

1641. You have stated that on board your ships you have had 

twelve seamen, and altogether a crew of about eighteen persons 
irfcluding yourself; is that to be considered the average number 
of the trade of Boston a’t the same time ?—Yes, I think the 
average number of all American ships, the Philadelphia ships 
excepted: they generally have a few more, owing to having a 
number of apprentices. . 

164*2. Is any additional risk considered to be run by having 
so small a number, or what is the rate of insurance upon the 
American ships in the Chinese trade ?*—About four per cent, 
upod the whole voyage out and home, insured in America. 

1643. Are you generally acquainted with the trat|£ of Boston 

and Salem ?—Yes. * » 

1644. Was that the insurance when you went there, or is it 
the same now ? —That was the insurance when I went, and it is 

, about that now; it does not exceed 4£. 

1645. You mean upon a voyage to Canton, out and home 

again ? — Yes, not including the risk to Holland. „ 

1646. Can you state the average number of vessels that have 
been employed in the East-India # trade for the last seven years 
frtttn Cdston and Salem ?—In 1823 there were forty-two Ame¬ 
rican ships during that year in Canton. Altogether the trade 
has fallen off considerably now 1 think, for the. last two or 
three years, there have not been so many; there have not been 

• more thqn half that number. 

1647. Can you»state, ( for the last fpurteen or fifteen years, 
what have been the*number of Boston ships .lost in the China 
trade, either in the outward or homeward<4)ound voyage ?—I do 
not remember J)u| one Boston ship bdrng lost; that is between 
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2 Mar. 183a fourteen and fifteen years: Rapid is the name of the ship: she 
t —; was commanded by Captain Dawe; she was cast away on New 
tapt.j. Coffin. Holland, going an eastern passage. 

1648. Have there been any homeward-bound ships lost?— 
There was a Philadelphia ship in March 1824, called the Co¬ 
lumbia, lost at the east end of Banca. 

1649. Have y»u not made several voyages to India as well as 
to China? —I have, twelve within the last thirteen years. 

1650. Can you state what has f been the average length of 
these voyages?—About ten months out and home. The longest 
passage I ever had to Java, which we take the passage from 
either to Europe or America, was ninety-six days; and two 
years ago I came from Angier, which is the starting-point in 
Java, in eighty-one days, with a sugar-loaded ship. 

1651 Have those voyages that you speak of all been carried 
on with^ the same number of men that you' have already men¬ 
tioned, *in proportion to the tonnage ?—The same nurqher. *' 

1652. Are the American ships, as compared with the British- 
built ships, built more for the purpose of speed and use, than 
for that of carrying bulk ?—Our modern-built vessels, I think, 
are all about the same; they carry equally as well as the British 
vessels: but the ship that I commanded to China was a ship 
built some years; she would not carry quite so well, but sailed 
much faster. 4 

1658. What has been the alteration that has taken place in 
your modern-built ships?—They have made the 131 longer, 
deeper, and nqt so wide. 

1654. In what mode do you take the measurement of the ton¬ 

nage of your ships ?—From the length half the breadth of beam 
is taken ; by the depth of the whole multiplied by the length, 
an<^ divided 'by 95. t . 

1655. With what object is it that that mode of taking the 
measurement has been determined upon ?—I cannot say. 

1656. Is the nominal' tonnage of a ship built in one of those 
modes greater in proportion to its real capacity than that of one 
built in the other; and will you explain the mode in which the 
difference is produced?—It is different, owing to the ships 
being much narrower, having tnore length and greater depth* in 
the hold; a vessel of that description, a vessel of 28 feet beam 
and 100 feet long, would not carry nearly so much as Tvessel 
of 26 feet beam, and adding greatly to the length and ctepth, 
Which does not increase the tonnage m the same ratio. 

1657. What reason have the Americans for employing smaller 
ships rather than those larger ships which are generally*employ- * 
ed by the East-India Company ?—I believe thqy think them 
more expeditious generally in'performing the voyage; and the 
cargo frequently *in Atxgnca is owned by a merchant, and he 
prefers having his goods go in his own ship^ in preference to 
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having a very large ship, and getting some other persons to fill 2 Mar. 1830. 

hcr "P- , , , ..... , art~a,t !«. 

1658. Is there any tonnage duty paid m America on the re¬ 

gister ?—There is: k is small, but I cannot tell the exact 
amount. » 

1659. Do not American vessels sail with fewer men than the 

English vessels do ?—I think we do. 

° ** 

1660. What is the proportion between the crew of an Ameri¬ 
can vessel and that of a British vessel ?—I should think a British 
vessel of400 tons would have five to seven more than an Ameri¬ 
can vessel of 400 tons. 

1661. Then, of course, having fewer men, you have more 

ro,orh for cargo than the English or Dutch ships have?—Yes. 

» 

' 1662. Do you accommodate your crew as well as the English 
vessels do?—I think we do better. , 

1663. JDo you allow them the same spaced—I think we do. 

Perhaps the Company’s ships have better, because they have 
the accommodations of men-of-war ; but I believe ours are fully 
as comfortable as the free-traders, and I am sure that we feed 
them much better. 

1664. Have not the Company’s ships much better accommo¬ 
dation and more room ?—They have. 

1665. What was your freight out and home ?— I had no freight 
on my own ahip ; the cargo belonged solely to the owner of the 
cargo "and ,my self. 

1666. What would the freight be ?—The last y&ar I was there', 

1 shipped teas at 30 dollars per ton to America from China, In 
an American ship, allowing ten quarter-boxes to a ton, which 
measures about forty-one feet; but it is customarytake ten 
quarter-boxes. j • - 

1667. Are you of opinion that you can still import teas intq 
Holland, notwithstanding the higher duties now paid in the ports 
in Holland ?—I think we can compete with the Dutch yet. 

1668. Do the Americans now carry on the trade of tea to 

Holland as much as formerly ?—Not so much. « 

1J569. Can you state any reason why they do not ?—It is 
owing to the Company of Dutth merchants, the Dutch Trading 
Company, sending a number of ships to China. 

1670 Have their transactions been attended with loss or 
gain? — I believe they have.beenattended with considerable loss* 

1671. Do you consider the tea that you get in this country 
equal to what you get in America ?—I do.not think it is so 
strong, the tea tha* I have been able to get here for my own use. 

1672. Does*that apply to the green or to the black teas ?— 

To the black teas. y 0 * 

1673. To what do you ascribe this difference ?—I should think 

‘ 2c 
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the tea I generally purchase here, retail, is old tea that has lost 
a great part of its flavour and strength. 

1674. What price have you paid here for good souchong tea, 
retail Five shillings and sixpence. 

1675. What would you pay for similar tea in America ?•—Two 

shillings, or 50 cents. « 

1676. Can you tell how much of that 2s. is duty ?—On the 

black 5 tea, souchong, it is 25 cents, which is about \2^d .: it is, 
in fact, 1#. out of 2s. t 

1677. Can you state the proportion the duties bear to the 
price of tea iu other descriptions of tea ?—The duty on gun¬ 
powder and imperial is 50 cents; on young hyson, 40 cents; 40 
parts of the Spanish dollar out of 100 parts ; on hyson-skin it is 
28; on congo and all black teas, bohea excepted, it is 25 ; On 
boheait’is 12. 


1678. Can you give the per-centage of theduties in America 
upon the teas generally ?—It is not put upon a per-centage, it is 
so much per poqnU. 

1679. With reference to the average prices, how much would 
it be ?—The duties are about equal to the cost at Canton. 

1680. Is not it 45 per cent, in America upon the average ?-r 
The price of tea in America varies, but the duty is permanent. 

1681. Do you know how many American houses of business 
there are residing at Canton ?—There are seven or eight. 

1682. Have they several partners, generally speaking?— 
There are in some of the houses three or four partners, in Others 
only one person. 

1683. Have there bi&n any failures among those houses in 
your recollection ?—There is the house of Thompson, who was 
th§ son ofThompson (I cannot say the house of Thompson 
in Canton failed) that failed in the United States, owning, I 
believe, to some smuggling transactions. 

* 1684. Is there any other failure that has occurred within your 
knowledge ?■—1 know of ho American that has failed in Canton. 

1685. Are the Boston merchants trading with China generally 
considered very wealthy persons ?—They are. 

1686. Are you acquainted ygith Colonel Perkins ? ~-I am, 

1687. Is not he one of the principal merchants in Boston ? 
—He is the principal. Theodore Lyman has been on^of Urn 
greatest traders. < 

•1688. In general, among tjie wealthy merchants in Boston, 
are not the wealthiest among those connected with the trade to 
dhitia?— They are. # ' 

1689. Do they continue to have the same reputation for 
wealth that they used to have ? —*Thejftostbn merchants do : 
there have been several of the New York merchants connected 
with the China trade who-have failed. 
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1690. When at Canton, did you understand that the Ameri- 2 Mar. 1830. 
cans received any protection from the East-India Company's 

Factory ?—I never understood that they received any protection. Capt ' ' °* n ’ 

1691. Supposing that Factory were withdrawn, do yoh think 

that the situation of file Americans would be worse or better 
than’it is at present?—I think it would be quite as well: I 
cannot say that it would be worse or better, but it would make 
no difference. «* 

1692. Is the American trjide popular with the Chinese ?—I 

believe it is. * 

1693. Is it as much so as that of the East-India Company ?— 

I believe that the reason why the Chinese favour the American 
trade is on account of the great quantity of specie that is 
hfrought there: the Company have imported large quantities of 
goods. I suppose the only preference would be, which trade 
they found most beneficial to themselves. 

1694. ,Do you know any thing respecting ^he.British manu¬ 
factures taken fr«m this country by the Americans?—Nothing; 

I have frequently seen the goods there, but had nothing to do 
with them. 

* 1695. Do you know whether those goods generally pay duties, 
or whether they are smuggled into China ?—I believe they 
generally pay duty; except, in some cases, officers going might 
smuggle h small investment: but the respectable merchants, I 
think, wou|d not have any thing to do with smuggling.. 

1696. The respectable merchants, either British or American ? 

—Either. , . , 

1697. Were you ever engaged in riie fur trade ?—Never, 
otherwise than carrying a few casks on freight. 

169$. Do you know whether the animals from wljjch the furs 
are got have considerably diminished in quantity?—The'.sea 
otter has, considerably; the land furs perhaps not much. 

1699. Do you know of the arrival of any ships in Chirfa 
bringing furs from the north-west coast of America?—The 
person that owned my ship had a ship which arrived in Canton 
while I was there with furs. 

1700. At the present momen^ is a smaller quantity of furs 

than heretofore brought into the market of Canton?—A smaller 
quantity of the sea otter; perhapk of the other furs there are 
as many. a 

1701. Do you know whether furs, and warm clothing of that 
description, is in much request ill China?—It is. All the Chi¬ 
nese that can afford it, generally wear woollens or camlets lined 

* with furs', in the neighbourhood of Canton. * 

1702 During ilie^htole year* or a part of the year?—Dur¬ 
ing a part of the year; during the cold^easqn, from March to 
April. ^ 
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1703. Is there a good deal of cold at that period ?—'There 
is; I have seen it freeze in the Canton river at night. 

1704. What is the latitude ? —Between 22 and 23 degrees. 

1705. Are you aware whether the American ships coming to 
Canton are occasionally in the habit of* running across to the 
Philippines, and bringing back rice to China ?—It is frequently 
the case. 

1706. Do they derive any advantage from it ?—They save 
what is called in China the cumshay measurement, which is the 
ship duty * 

1707. What does that mean ?—It is a present; it is levied on 
the ship ; it is a tonnage duty. 

1708. What is the amount of it ?—On my vessel it is ave¬ 
raged from 4,500 to 4,800 dollars. * 

1709. In fact, do the Chinese favour the admission of raw 
produce, from other countries ?—Of rice in particular. 

1710. Is not thjit part of the port charges which is called the 
cutnshaw the sasne for every ship ?—I believe it is. 

1711. Do you recollect the amount of it: is it 1,900 tales? 
—It is somewhere not far from that. 

1712. Is not that part of the duly, calculated according to 
the distance between the foremost part of the mizenmast and 
the aftermost part of the foremast?—Between the centre of the 
mizenmast and the centre of the foremast in length, and the 
breadth £*om the middle of the mainmast to the side of the 
ship, half the breadth : a vessel with two masts ismeasuredffrom 
the end of the filler to the foremast. 

1713. What is the ra\e of freight between Boston and Can¬ 
ton?—The usual rate, where a vessel has been taken up, has teen 
heretofore^jpbout 40 dollars a ton measurement for the voyage 
out* and home. A ship-owner will carry out specie, and take 
home the goods at 40 dollars a ton measurement; or on nan¬ 
keens 9 per cent, on the ship : on silk goods, 6| per cent. 

1714. Does that cover all the charges ?—That covers all 
the charges ; because we buy the goods free of expense, deli¬ 
verable on board. 

1715. Does that cover the .port charges in Canton ?—Tfyey 

are paid by the shipper oat of that, except some small charge 
for Factory hire. % * 

1716. Is the insurance included in that?—The insurance is 
Wt included. 

1717. What is the rate of commission paid on the purchase 
of teas ?—Two to 2^ pfer cent, upon the invoice price. 

1718. To whom is it .paid ?—To the supercargoes or mer¬ 

chants there. Some do the business 2, * and 0 some at 2* 
per cent. * 

1719. Do you know what the rate paid by tlv? British there 
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is ?—-I do not. I have understood that the British merchants 2 Mar. issq. 
residing there did the country business ar 5 per cent. - 

1720. Supposing a ship brings a cargo into Canton, and loads CalH ‘ A ' 
with .tea in return, wojuld there be a commission both ways?— 

There would on the aides and the purchases. 

17U1. What would be the amount of that commission ?—A 
person having the consignment of goods out and home would 
probably do it at four per cent,; but five per cent., that is, 2\ 
per cent, each way, is the highest commission. 

1722. Is the commission *inctuded in the 40 dollars paid for 
the freight?—I am not sure whether it is or not, because I 
never took an}' freight in my own ship either out or home; but 
I believe the 40 dollars covers it. 

,^723. Have you any English seamen in your ship’s company 
at Canton ? — I generally have one or two, or three amofigst the 
company. 

1724. Have you found that they conducted themselyes as 
well as tfie Americans ?—I cannot say that I Have ever seen any 
difference. 

1725. How soon did you arrive at Canton after the execution 
of an Italian sailor on board an American ship ?—From five to 
eight months. 

1726. Do you know any thing of the nature of the transac¬ 
tion ?—Infrequently heard it stated, and had it from the super¬ 
cargo of that ship, meeting him on that voyage down at Angier. 

1727. ^Vhat was the name of the ship?—The Emiiy of Bal¬ 
timore. * , 

1728.. Can you state any thing of die circumstance of that 
transaction ?—I understood that the woman that was killed or 
drowned was in a boat under the ship’s bows, and something 
passing between the sailor and the yornan, he toolc^h eartti^rn 
jar and threw it at her, and struck the woman on the side of the 
head, consequently she fell overboard, and when she was taken 
up she was dead. At the time it might have been settled for a 
trifling amount of 100 or 200 dollars, but after getting to the 
ears of the Mandarins they demanded life for life. It was 
thought by the Americans there that the sailor did not intend 
to«kill the woman : whether it was done in sport or in anger 
they could not tell, but they* agrqed’ that the man should not 
be givon up; consequently, for some time the American trade 
was stopped, and the Mandarins persisted in demanding the 
man. . % . 

1729. How long was it stopped ?—I cannot tell the exact 
m period, but for some number of days. 

1730. Was it ever proved that the man struck the woman ?— 

I believe that it is no^loubted. • I had it from the supercargo 
of the ship, that the jug that he threw fj>4ier struck the woman ; 
but tjie mattes wgs never properly investigated. 
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9 M«r. 1830. 1731. Supposing a woman to have been killed by an Ameri- 

- 1 can seaman in the port of London, would not that American 

Capt.jf. Coffin. geaman have been tried according to the laws of this country? 
—No doubt of it. 

r 

1732. And it is presumed the same would happen in America, 
Und every part of the civilized world ?—*No doubt. <■ 

1733. Do you know whether the man was tortured or not ? 
—Lbelieve he was not: he was very shortly put to death after 
arriving. They got him by stratagem out of the ship. 

1734*. It has been stated that the American consul resigned 
his appointment in consequence of this affair. Do you know 
whether that was the case or not ?—I never heard that that was 
the case. Mr. Wilcox was consul at the time, and he-was 
consul after I arrived there; but being a man of considerable 
business there, the consulship was rather a plague to him, as 
he never took any fees for depositing ship papers, and certi¬ 
fying the landing certificates and invoices shipped from there : 
but Inever hear 4 that be gave up on account of this transac¬ 
tion. 

1735. When did he resign his office ?—I should think it was 
full a year afterwards. 

1730. Does he reside there now as consul ?—He does not; 
he is now in Philadelphia. 

1737. Is there any American consul there now ?—I am not 

sure whether we have one or not. „ 

1738. What are the duties of the American consul ?—We 
^re obliged by*,the American law r to deposit our ship papers 
with him, within fortycight hours of our arrival. When goods 
are carried out that we get a debenture on, he signs the land¬ 
ing certificate; it is sworn to before him by the master of the 
stlif^ aniHJy that means wp recover the debenture in America: 
and also when piece-goods are shipped from Canton which pay 
an ad valorem duty, the invoice is sworn to before him that it 
is a fair invoice; on manufactured goods, the duty is paid by 
a per-centage on the cost. 

1739. And that is sworn before the consul at the port of ex¬ 
port?—It is. 

1740. Does he exercise an^ control over the American sea¬ 
men ?—Not any. * 

1741. If any complaint was made against any of the Ameri¬ 
can seamen by the Chinese authorities, would they apply to the 
consul?-f>Tkey would not; Alley w&uld apply to the security 
merchant. 

1742. Is the constul recognized by the Chinese authorities* 
at all ?—I never heard that he was. 

1743. Are any of the other consuls ^cognized ?—I believe 
none of them are recoghired by the,Chinese authorities. 
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1744. Does the Chinese government recognize the existence 2 Mar. 1830. 

of the Company’s Factory ?—X believe not: it is like the other - 

trade. Cnpt. A. 

1745. Do you understand that the number of American ships 
trading to Canton has latterly decreased ?—It has. 

174S6. What is the reason of that?—-Owing to the"Dutch 
putting a number of ships in the trade; there have been some 
of the German ships of late put in under the Austrian flag, from 
Hamburgh and Bremen: and also owing to the English im¬ 
porting teas into Canada; heretofore, I believe, Canada was 
principally supplied with teas from America. 

1747. Do you apprehend that the ill success of voyages to 

Canton has been the cause of any part of that decrease ?—I do 
nol/think the trade for the last three or four years has been so 
lucrative as it was heretofore. * 

1748. Are you not of opinion that, supposing that trade were 
conducted upon proper principles, and confined within reasona¬ 
ble limits? the trgde would be conducted profitably now as it 
was heretofore ?—I do not know why it should fiot. Since the 
general peace, commercial trade throughout the world has been 
less lucrative of late years. 

1749. Have other branches of trade from the United States 
decreased in the same proportion as the trade between the 
United States and China?—The East-India trade has decreased 
to other places fully as much as it has to China and Brazil. 

1750. From the United States to Europe and othei # parts of 
the world,* is the trade less now than it was some years ago ?— 

I think not to Europe : the European $nd Wes?-India trade iS 
carried on as much as ever it was. 

1751. And to as much advantage?—I think not. 

17552. Taking the trade generally in the UniteTTStates^is 
not the profit now realized by the merchants less than it was 
some years ago ?—I should think considerably less. 

175S. Is there considerable competition in carrying on the 
• foreign trade in America?—There is. 

1754. Can you state the quantity of tea that used to be 

furnished by the Americans to Canada ?—I cannot state pre¬ 
cisely ; I should think it was about three or four flips’ cargoes 
of 400 tons. <• 

1755. " Was not a great quantity carried jn by the smuggling 
trade ?—It was not allowed in any other way. 

1756. Therefore it is difficult estimate the amount of it ?— 

It is. 

* 1757.*What port charges did you pay in' China ?—Including 

Factory expenses »and tile ship’s, expenses, between 7,000 and 
8,000 dollars usually mt my ship; that is, including the cumshaw, 
and the piloting, and the victualling ship. 

* * * 
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9 Mar. 1830. 1758. You have stated that you were enabled to load and 

— unload and depart from Canton river in fifteen days; what was 
C<v«* A. Cojin. t h e i on g es t time you have ever employed in doing that ?—Three 
months and a half, one voyage; I arrive^ there just before the 
great fire took place. 

1759. If that fire had not taken place, how long should you 
have been ?—Probably five or six weeks. The average is about 
five«<or six weeks with the Boston ships and the. New York 
ships; but the Philadelphia ships usually stay longer; they 
generally wait till their silk goods &re manufactured: they have 
a great many shippers, and frequently will send two or three 
supercargoes. A person putting in 100,000 dollars sends a 
person to manage the business, and another person sends 
another: there are a great number of shareholders, and tlifeir 
trade iscdifferent, so that there is generally some delay caused 
by it. 

1760. * Do the Philadelphia ships.export more silk manufac¬ 
tured ' goods from Canton than the Boston .ships ?—I think 
they do. * 

1761. You stated that the American, China, and India trade 
has been a losing trade for some years; will not the loss of the 
Canadian trade and the Dutch trade account for that?—I 
should think it would in a great measure. 

1762. Those two branches having been a great outlet for the 

American.trade?—I think so. , 

t . < 

1763. Have you traded with Calcutta?—I have.' * 

• 1764. Can /ou state^what the port charges there would 
amount to, including all the items you take into your calcula¬ 
tion in the port charges at Canton ?—It would depend upon the 
length ofiitpe that the vessel laid in Calcutta: I lay oifabout 
three months in Calcutta. tThe port charges altogether, with a 
vessel of about the same size, would be between 5,000 and 
6,000 dollars, including factory rent and expenses. 

1765. Do you conceive that there is any advantage in carry¬ 
ing on the China trade with large ships of 1,200 tons burden ? 
—I could not say. The Americans began to build some large 
ships, as large as 900 tons, bqt they are out of the trade nov'; 
whether they .found them answer I cannot say. There was one 
called the Washington, of 90(1 tons, which made two voyages to 
China, and then she ^ras put out of the trade. 

• 1766. From what port did sjje sail ?,—From New York. 

1767* Did she engage in any other trade ?—She did. The last 
that I heard of her was in the Liverpool trade, carrying cotton. 

1768. What do you consider to be the average size ?—From 
400 to 600 tons. , 

1769. From your experience in that trad^, sbould you say 
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that a ship from 400 to 600 tons burden was the best size ?—I 
should think they were as good as any size. 

1770. Is the revenue derived by the United States from the 
duties on tea large?—It is considerable; I think about two 
millions of dollars. 

1771. Do you know whether it is one of the largest items of 
duty ?—I believe it is the largest of all our trade. 

1772. Is there a drawback upon re-exportation ?—There is. 

1773. Do you include thfc amount of the drawback?—No, 
that is what is actually paid, the net duty. 

1774. Is the revenue derived to the United States from tea 

increasing or not?—I should think it had fallen off since the 
CtTnada trade; because the duty on the tea that went into 
Canada was paid in the United States. * 

1775. Do you think there is at present any smuggling of tea 

int,o Canada from the United States?—I should think there was 
not much. * 

1776. Should you say that the revenue derived by the United 
States from tea is likely to continue increasing or to fall off?— 
If the same tariff continues, I should think it would increase, 
as the use of tea increases as the number of inhabitants in¬ 
creases. 

1777. »Do you understand whether there is any difficulty in 

the collection of the tea revenue in the United States ?- I never 
heard of any difficulty, * 

1778. 'Have you ever heard of any smuggyng of tea?—I 
have; one case particularly, by a person of the name of Thomp¬ 
son* 

1779. Is the smuggling of tea carried on extensively in the 

United States ?— I believe not. '**'* ""’T* 

• i * 

1780. Are you aware that the duty on congo tea has been 
much larger in proportion than the duty on any other tea im¬ 
ported?—It has been larger, taking into consideration the cost 
of the article. 

1781. Has not its consumption in the United States decreased 

much in consequence of the increased duty?—I cannot* say 
thSt the consumption has degreased .on that accqunt. I think 
that the consumption of differerA kinds of hyson tea has in- 
creasedf; it perhaps may be from the fancy of the people drink- 
ing it. • 

1782. Can you state tft what^jorts of the United States the 
importation of tea is now open ?—To every port where there is 

'a custom-house. * 

1783. Can. you state any circums&nces connected with an 
American ship freighted by British merchapts from Buenos 
Ayres to Canton ?—I recollect one ship #l a"snipcalled the Paarnther, 
Captain Bowdfs, vhief) was taken up at Buenos Ayres, went to 

2 n 
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2 Mar. 1830. Canton for a voyage; she made two voyages • one year in par- 

- ticular, I lay next to her, and was very intimate with the captain 

Ca§>t. A. Coffin. Q f her. That ship went out from the United States with a cargo 
of dour and some specie on board, to land her dour at Buenos 
Ayres and to proceed on to Canton. There was, I believe, an 
English merchant and some Spanish house there that wanted to 
take up u ship to go to Canton, and they found they could not 
send^n English ship there, and consequently they took up this 
American ship, and paid her a very large charter. 

• 1784. Do you know what?—*1 tlfink it was 28,000 dollars for 

the voyage, and the owners of the ship paid the factory expenses 
in Canton. 

1785. What was the size of the ship ?—Something less than 
400 tons. 

1786. * Were not the freights paid upon that ship particularly 
high ?—They were considered very high. 

1787. Do the American ships go tb Whampoa ?—They do*. 

1788. Do they invariably go there?—Not invariably; some 
of the ships stop at Linten and put their specie on board of 
another ship that is going up, and go over to Manilla for rice or 
some other cargo, and return while the cargo is getting ready. r 

1789. Is not the course of trade, in such cases where there 
are cargoes on board, to make arrangements with tke Hong 
merchants for the purchase of them ?—I never heard of it. 1 
believe thtft the goods have to go up to Whampoa before,they 
can sell them; except the article of opium, which is not allowed. 

*1790. Is not the practice of the American ships to discharge 
part of their cargoes before they go to Whampoa ?—No. 

1791. Do they break bulk ?—Generally not. 

1W2. AWT there exceptions ?—There are some^ exceptions. 

1793. How does the cargo so discharged find its way into 
China?—By the agency of the American merchants there. 

1794. Not of the Hong merchants ?—I think not. 

1795. Are not you aware that there is a considerable amount 
of contraband trade carried on through the means stated in the 
previous question ?—In the tnyle of opium there is considerate. 

1796. The«question refers to other articles besides opium ?—- 
1 know there is some, but I cannot tell the amount. « 

1797. You are aware that a considerate number of ships 
proceed from ports in Great Britain tg China laden with British 
goods; how are they disposed of?—They are generally sold to 
the Hong merchants and other merchants. 

1798. Are they discharged in the river below Whampoa?—I 
believe they are generally discharged a^Whamp6a. I cannot 
say that it is universally the case. 

1799. Is it not within ^dur knowledge that fll private resident 
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agents are connected with the illicit trade in China?—I think 2 Mar. 1830. 

they are not. I think Mr. Cushion is not, and some other mer- - 

chants. ^ 1 never myself had any thing to the amount of £100 Ca!>L A ' Co JP n - 
smuggling on board of my ship, or any illicit trade. 

13,00. Do you not believe that the smuggling trade is carried 
on to a great extent from ships bearing the Afnerican flag going 
to China ?—Excepting in opium, I do not think it is to much 
extent. * 

1801. If you agreed to receive goods on freight in your vessel 
of 897 tons, for how many tons could you obtain payment?— 

About 600 tons. 

1802. What would be the result in a Dutch vessel of 397 tons ? 

—-They carry about as much as our ships. 

1803. In an English ship what would it be?—I should think 
the English ships generally carry better. 

1804. In what proportion ?—Perhaps something like ten per 

cent. * ■. 

1805. You are speaking of English merchant* vessels, and not 
of the Company’s vessels ?—Not the Company’s vessels. 

, 1806. Do you consider your property as secure in your vessel, 
navigated by eighteen men, as in a Dutch vessel navigated by 
twenty-seven men ?—Much more so. 

1807. ‘From whence does that arise ?— I think we have smarter 
seamen. 

i* 

1808. „And should you say the same in reference to hn English 

vessel navigated by twenty-two men ?—I think ^we are equally 
safe. I think the price of the premqiras would answer that 
question better than any thing else. There are no ships that 
sail that are insured so cheap as the American, particularly to 
the East-Indies and China. — 

1809. What?reason have you for believing that a vessel Wbuld 

be as secure navigated by eighteen Americans as by twenty-two 
English ?—If an American ship-master is known to get intoxi¬ 
cated they will not insure his vessel; consequently, he must be 
a respectable man, and he frequently has the management of the 
business; but I believe in most other ships you find there is 
not so much attention paid to the capability of the master and 
officers. • , * 

1810. Do you know the rate of insurance in London as well 

as in America ?—I do not. » 

1811. You have stated the prices of the several denominations 
of teas in China; are you not aware that there are many grada¬ 
tions o£ character in all the denominations^of teas, such as congo 
and bohea, and other sorts?—There is quite"a difference. 

1812. To what quality do the prices you have given apply; 
to the best or the lowest quality ?—To about the middling 
quality ; noMo *he meanest or the Hist. 
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S M*r. 1 8.10. 1813. You have stated, that in your purchases of teas you 

- have seen the Company’s mark covered over, and that you have 

Ctpt. A . Coffin, bought those teas ?—Those teas have been shipped in American 
vessels which had been termed by the Hong merclmnts Com* 
pany's teas, 

1814. Are you’aware that the Company’s teas undergo a 
very strict inspection ?—I believe they do : I am not particu¬ 
larly! acquainted with the manner of that inspection. 

1815. What must you then liavq,inferred from the Company's 
mark being on the teas; should you not infer that they were 
rejected teas ?—I do not think they were: I think it was that 
the Hong merchant, wanting some ready money, found the 
easiest way to realize it was to sell the teas to the Americans. 

1816. ^ Are you able to state whether the Company pay 
ready money or not ?—I believe they generally pay a part in 
merchandize. 

1817. Are chests that have the Company's marl; upon them 
preferred by you to those that have no such .mark ?—Not ex¬ 
cept the tea is actually better. The Company’s tea, I believe, 
is generally considered better, or it bears rather a higher price 
than the other teas. 

1818. Are you a judge of the article of tea yourself?—I can¬ 
not say that I am a judge of it; but so much so, that I have 
been trusted with the buying of two cargoes. 

1819. you say the Company’s teas are supposed to be 

better, do you apply that to all kinds of teas ?—Not to the 
gteen teas; I baa reference to the black teas, the souchongs 
and congos. < 

1820. What was the result of your adventure, that you gave 
an account pf, to Amsterdam ?—The two first voyages, in 
182;* and'1823, were profitable: the other merely gave the 
ship a freight; there was no loss on it. 

' 1821, Can you state how much was the per-centage of profit 
upon the two voyages ?—1 cannot tell; perhaps something like 
20 per cent, upon the whole investment. 

1822. Has there been any continuance of that trade ?—I 
have not been in that trade sinpe, 

1823. Why* did you n’ot^continue in that trade?—It was 
found not so profitable, and we entered into a trade with other 
parts of India. . * 

*1824. Canjrou state whether any, other ships sailed about 
the time you speak of?—There were several, but!cannot give 
the result of the voyages. 

1825. Who was the owner of your ship ?—Theodore Lyman, 
of Boston. * , * 

1828. What w£s you* last voyage ?—To Siam. 

1827. Is the tea you purchased for the Hutvh market, in 
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general equal or superior to what you purchased for the Ameri- 2 Mar. 1830. 

can ?—We generally endeavour to get better tea for the Dutch - 

market than for the American market: tea that is selected for Ca},t ' A 
the Dutch market. » 

1828. Is it better or worse than that usually selected by the 
Company for the English market?—! should think it is nearly 
the same quality. 

1829. What was the proportion of tea to the other articles 
in the return cargo?—AboqJ; three-quarters of the amount of 
the whole invoice has generally been teas. 

1830. And how much in bulk? - Nine-tenths of the bulk. 

1831. Ilad you not some other articles besides tea ?-Yes, 
manufactured silks, nankeens, cassia. 

1832. If a ship were laden with tea entirely, would not a 
large ship of 120(Mons be preferable to stow tea-chests only?— 

Generally a ship, as she increases in size, will stow more 
according to her tonnage than a small vessel.# 

1833. How many pounds of tea do you circulate a ton to 
carry ? —I should think between 700 and 800 ; but the chests 
are all about an equal size, and we count ten chests to measure 
if ton. It does not vary much from forty cubic feet. 

1834. Are not the duties at Canton much larger in proportion 

upon small vessels than upon large ?— They are; and, I believe, 
they are the same on all: they are classed in three different 
classes, thfe first, second, and third class. ; 

1833. "Are you or not of opinion that a ship of 500 or 600 
tons burthen, with reference to the bars and shdals in the river 
of Canton, and approaching the river, *s much better adapted 
to the trade than a ship of 1200 tons, which draws so much 
more water?—There is little or no risk till she get* tg t he ba rs 
in the river: then there are two Ijars, which the Company’s 
ships generally go below before they load entirely ; they take in 
part of their cargo at Whampoa, and then proceed down the 
river to the second bar to load. 

1836. Are not ships of 600 tons able to go up to Whampoa 

and take in the whole of their cargo there ?—A ship of 600 or 
800 tons might do it. , 

1837. Were you at Canton-in tire year 1821 ? was not. 

1839: Did you go in 1822 ?—I did. 

1839. Did you hear whether, in consequence of the event 
you have mentioned of a woman ^eing killed by an .Italian sailoir, 
the Americans were not treated exactly the same as they 

, had be%p before ?—I have not heard tha| it, has injured the 
character of the Americans. m 

1840. Is the American flag hoisted at the consul's house at 
Canton?—1 believe not since the fire in 1822, when the flag¬ 
staff was burn* dqpvn. There is a fflRg-staff that stands out in 
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2 Mar. 1830. front of the factory, where it is hoisted, but I believe it is not 
— universally flying: if there is a consul there, it is optional with 
Copt. A. Coffin. jjj m w ii e th er he will hoist it or not. 

1841. Does he hoist it ?—I have seen it hoisted, and there 

have been times when it has not been hoisted; but it is left at 
his own option. * 

1842. Have you heard of any mutinies on board the Ameri¬ 
can %hips in the Canton river?—I have, among the sailors. 

1843. Did you ever hear of anv f authority interfering for the 
purpose of settling any thing of that kind ? I never knew any 
authority interfere; it is generally managed among the other 
Americans. 

1844. Had they any communication with the authorities'?— 
They jjad no communication with the authorities. I never 
heard that the Chinese would interfere in case of any difficulty 
on board a foreign ship. 

1845. Have you never heard th‘at tlie Company’.s Factory 
there have communications with the government?—I cannot 
say whether they have or not. 

1846. You know that the Americans have not ?—I believe 
they have not. 

1847. Do you know whether there was a trial of the Italian 
sailor?—-I believe there was no trial. The Americans re¬ 
fused to give him up, and consequently the trade was stopped. 
The Hong merchants wishing that the trade should*go on, had 
told the captain and supercargo of the ship that if they‘would 
give the man tip to go to Canton to be examined he should be 
returned again, and thfe Hong merchants said that the Man¬ 
darins had promised that that should be the case; consequently 
the captain pnd supercargo allowed the man to go down, and 
inTYew moments after he^landed at Canton he r was strangled, 
and they sent word that they could take him away and bury him. 

' 1848. Had the captain and the supercargo no reason to sus¬ 
pect that he would not have a fair trial ?—They had no reason. 
The Hong merchants said that they were deceived by the 
Mandarins. A few days after that the American trade went 
on &s usual. 

1849. Do you suppose that they were not before aware of 
the nature of Chinese justied; that they did not know that they 
were not perfectly just, like other nations, in their trial of 
prisoners?—I believe the captain and the supercargo of the ship 
had no doubt but that the than would be returned to the ship 
again after he was examined. 

1850. Is that fact now pretty well known among the Ameri¬ 
can ship-owners ?—Yes 7 • 

1851. It is presumed that they do not continue in their 

former ignorance with regard to the Chinese modes of justice ? 
—No, I suspect not. , p 
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1852. Do you know of the agreements made with respect to 2 Mar. 1830. 

the purchase of teas by Americans being regulated by the price m 

given by the Company ?—I have no knowledge of any such CapU ‘ 
transactions. . 

1853. Do you think that a trade with an assorted cargo could 
be carried on with any thing like the advantage of a trade in 
which the outward cargo consists of dollars?—I believe the 
Chinese like dollars better than they do almost any thing else. 

1854. Have not the Americans carried on that trade almost 
entirely since?—Mostly: some 5f our ships have taken British 
manufactures. 

1855. Have they found themselves the better for it?—I 
cannot say, having myself nothing to do with those transactions. 

Merchants generally keep those things pretty much to them¬ 
selves, particularly if they are making a profit; and if they are 
losing, they say little about it. 

>856. po you know that that trade has begn a losing trade ? 

—I do not know whether it has been a losing *>r a profitable 
trade. I have frequently heard it discussed. 

1857. Can you say, when it was discussed, whether it was 
said to be a losing or a gaining trade ?—There is a house whicli 
is remaining out there which has received a good many British 
goods from Liverpool. Mr. Dunn is the agent there; and I 
think thejr must have made it profitable, because they still con¬ 
tinue to cayy it on. , - m 

1838. In the discussions at which you have been present, 
have not you heard that it was a losing trade ?-*-Latterly they 
have said that there has been little or nsthing gained by it. 

1859. Has there not been something lost?—I cannot say 

that tfyere has been much lost in the trade. * ^ _ _ 

1860. Do yo« not believe that it Itas been a losing trade f — 

I do not think it has, generally speaking. 

1861. Do you know why it has decreased so much?—In the 
. article of British manufactures I do not think the trade has 

been decreased: to the best of my knowledge, there have been 
as many British manufactures sent out in American ships*the 
three or four years as the three or four years previous. 

1862. Have they been sold?—1» cannot say, not having been 
there the last three or four years. 

1863. Have you never heard it discifssed whether those 
goods did find a market at Canto*?—I know that* a consider¬ 
able quantity has found a market; whether all that has been 

^carried opt, I cannot say. 

1864. Did you* not hear that it was at very low prices?—I 
cannot say whether the person Was making a profit or loss: at 
the time I was there it was considered profitable. 

1865. Wlicrf ware you there last ?—In 1824. 
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1866. Since that time have you heard the matter discussed ? 
—No. 

1867. Then you cannot say whether it has been a losing 
trade since that time ?—I can say nothing upon that. 

1868. Is there any article of manufacture in the United States 
which is calculated for the India or the China market ?—There 
is the article of white cotton goods. 

1§69. Has that been sent out in large quantities?—There 
have been considerable shipments made to China. 

1870. Did it appear to you that the Chinese government was 
anxious to increase its foreign trade ?—I believe they are aware 
of the advantages of a foreign trade. 

1871. Do you think they would be as desirous as America, 

or England, or Holland would be, to increase their foreign 
trade ?—I should think very likely they would. They seem 
to be aware of the advantages of a foreign trade as well as o^her 
people. *' t 

1872. Have‘they any shipping carrying merchandize to 

foreign ports of Europe or America ?—Their shipping carry 
merchandize, but not to Europe or America , 

1873. Do you believe that if the demand for fine teas in¬ 
creased, the supply could be readily brought up to reach such 
demand ?—I cannot answer that question, having so little know¬ 
ledge of the way in which the teas are manufactured. 

1871. Do you believe that an additional number of ships 
trading to Cannon would lower the profits so much as to render 
the trade a bad one to <vrry on ?—-I should think a considerable 
increase of trade there would lower the profits. 

1875. Are the American traders to China alarmed lest the 
Bririab trsdd with China should be thrown open to the public ? 
—X think not. f 


. 1876. Have you been at Sincapore and Siam ?—I have 

1877. Have you found any quantity of Chinese junks there ? 
—At Siam a large quantity. 

1878. What quantity have you ever seen there at one time ? 
—I should think eighty. , 

1879. Of what size ?—Sorpe of*them would carry 700 or 800 

tons, and some others perhaps 200 or 300. * 

1880. Do those junks carry on an extensive trade with dif¬ 
ferent parts of China beside^ Canton?—They are principally 
from other parts ; very few from Canton. 

1881. Do they ipiport teas in any considerable quantities, 

into Siam ?—Therein. „ _ 

1882. What amount of teas do you think at any one time 

you have known*'to be, in Siam, imported by those junks ?— 
That would be a difficult Vjuestion. » 



SELECT COMMITTEE of tub HOUSE OF COMMONS. 209 

1883. Did vou find any Chinese tea there ?—A large quan- 2 Mar. 1830. 

tity. I should have no difficulty at any lime in loading one, - 

two, or three ships of the size that I had there. Ca P 1, A Cl # n * 

1884. What quality of tea ?—Principally black teas: souchong 
and Congo of very good quality. 

l£&d. Have you ever bought any tea there ?—Only for my 
ship’s use. 

1886. What did you find to be the price of the same quality 
of tea, as compared with tin# wjiich you purchased at Canton ? 

—The price was very little increased above what I could get the 
same tea for at Canton. 

1887. Do you conceive that tea might be imported into Eng¬ 

land from Siam, or any of the easternis lands, at a cheaper rate 
than that at which it is now imported from Canton ?— J, should 
think not. I should think it would be imported cheaper direct 
from China, unless* there was more carried to those places than 
waS wantfid fa^the supply.* % • 

1888. Do you think that the communication from Siam to 
the other ports of China besides Canton, by means of junks, 
affords an)' prospect of a market for British or American goods 
iif China ?—I believe by the junks there is considerable trade 
carried on to all the ports. 

1889. JDo not some of those junks sail for the provinces of 
Kiungnan and Fokien ?—They do. 

1890. Are not those provinces where tea is grown*?—-I can¬ 
not say precisely. # 

1891. Have you ever been on board*>f a junk?—Many. 

1892. Are you aware that every junk contains a great variety 
of individual merchants, who carry their investment down, and 
after disposing pf it return to the port from whenciTthey WiljTT? 

—They do : a junk is cut up into s&all apartments and let out 
to individual merchants. • 

1893. From what ports eastward of* Canton on the Chinese 
’ coast do those junks principally come ?—I do not know the 

names of many of the ports. Chicho is a place of considerable 
trade ; the names of the other places I do not know. 

*1834. Have you on board of those junks bought or sold any 
article ?»- No, I have not. # 

1895. Then you are not aware how far those individuals are 

shrewd and keen merchants ?—I have traded with the junk, 
people on shore, and they are very keen and shrewd in their 
Jirade. ’ ^ 

1896. # What cargoes do those junk^ usually take back from 
Siam and Slhcnp&re^—They take sugar, horns, hides, ivory, 
and spices; and from Sincapore they take rattans and pepper : 
whether they Jpk^British piece-goods*! cannot state. 
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2 Mar, 1830. 1897. Do you know whether they take any quantity of hides? 

- —A considerable quantity of hides, 

Cnpt. A, Coffin- 1 J 

1898. You have stated that the Company’s large ships are 
obliged from their size to go below the secbnd bar in the Canton 
river before they complete fheir cargo ; are you aware whether 
that incurs a very considerable increased expense in loading the 
cargo?—I believe it does not increase the expense of loading. 

18l)9. You have stated that you believe opium is the principal 
. thing smuggled by the American rhips; when you have been 
there, have you not seen a number of English opium-traders 
lying outside the river?—I have seen one or two, not a number; 
I think at one time I saw three English opium vessels lying 
there. 

1900k From what you saw when you were there, do you 
consider there is more opium smuggled by the Americans than 
by the English ?—I think there is more by the English I we 
have generally only one vessel, and the British haye two or 
three. • 4 

1901. You have mentioned an unfortunate occurrence which 
happened with reference to an Italian at Canton : since you 
knew any thing about Canton, have you ever heard of any simi¬ 
lar occurrence with any American ship ? —I never have 

1902. Has any other occurrence ever taken place tq stop the 

trade at Canton ?—Not with the Americans ; I believe with the 
English as occurrence did take place of some man-of-war, some 
frigate, killing some men : they wanted the other men sent 
out; some twB or three men that were killed by the British 
frigate. * 

1903. Did that stop the American trade ? — It did not stop the 
Anjgricap trr.de, but the Company’s servants left Canton* 1 be¬ 
lieve, "on account of it. < 

1904. Is it not the fact that they would not deliver them up, 
and that they succeeded in their opposition to that demand?— 
They did. 

1905. What is the name of the port in Siam to which you 
have. referred as being resorted to by the Chinese ?—Bankok. 

1906. What goods do the Chinese junks generally take there 
from China ?—They take tea*, and earthenware, and preserves. 

1907. Much tea?-—Considerable quantity of goods. * 

* 1908. Were those junks Chinese junks, or Cochin-Chinese 
junks ?—Mostly Chinese. Lfcst year there were no Cochin- 
Chinese, in consequence of difficulties between the Siamese and 
the Cochin-Chinese/ 

1909. Has the numberof Chinese increased of late years at 
Bankok and- Singapore ?—I cannot say’ whether they have 
or not. 

f 

1910. As you had no supercargo on your ^ecdnd voyage, did 
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you find any difficulty in making your selections of teas ? — 2 War. 1830. 
Not any. - 

1911. In what way did you proceed to make those selections ? Cai>i ' Cn ^ in ' 
—I opened a number* of chests of each chop, and by having a 

parcel of cups, weighed a certain portion, and drew the tea by 
puttfhg boiling water on it. One method of trying the quality 
of tea is Ity rubbing it in the hand. 

1912. You do not think any difficulty would be found by any 
person conversant with the trade in making those selections ?— 

Mot more than other articles \>f trade. 

1913. When you spoke of tea being brought cheaper direct 
from Canton to England, than if it came through the circuitous 
channel of Sincapore did you at that time contemplate the 
prices at which it is sold by the East-India Company, or the 
prices at which it would be brought by other traders ?—i looked 
at the prices now paid by the East-India Company. 

J914 Have you never .heard that the Americans applied to 
the Comp&ny^Ejfictory to aid them in their irftercourse with the 
Chinese authorities ?-Not to my knowledge. "They may have 
done so, but I never heard of it. 

* 1915. Have you made any computation of the amount per 
pound of the freignt of tea in your vessels ?—1 have not. I 
should think about four or five cents would be a fair freight per 
pound; Shat is about 2 j^d. 

1916. You said that your cargoes to America were principally 
black* tea; have you found the importation of black teti the most 
profitable*?—Not for the American market; but^the black teas 
were selected for the Dutch market. # * 

1017. When you spoke of the rate of insurance being lower 
on American vessels than on British, did you mean the insurance 
in Anfferica?—I meant in America only. I presume >it»jvcM*ld 
not be less in England. * * 

1918. You were understood to say, that that insurance would 
depend upon a knowledge of the character of the person that 
should have the command of the vessel ?—Considerably. 

1919. And, of course, that knowledge could be better ob¬ 
tained as respecting an American, than as respecting*any 
foreigner in America ?—Certainly. 


Jovis, 4° dieMartii 1830. 

Mr. JOHN AKEN called in, and examined. 

m 1920. You reside at Wapping?—Ido. 4 Mar. 1830. 

1921. *'You were formerly master o£.the Investigator, a dis- j 
covery ship ?£—I as. % 

1922. After that did you command a ship* trading between 

India, and China ?y—I did. * 
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4 Mar. 1830. 1923. What was the name of that ship?— The Exmouth. 

.. 1924. How many voyages did you perform in the Exmouth 

r ' en ' between India and China?—Two. 

1925. In what years?—In 1817, 1818, and 1819. 

1926. What did your cargo consist of to China ?—Principally 
cotton; there were also opium, and putchick, a species of dye, 
I think, for the nankeen. 

19^27. Is it a vegetable or a mineral dye ?—Vegetable. 

1928 Do you know whether«£hai» dye is used any where but 
in China ?—I cannot say. The other articles were steel, nut¬ 
megs, cloves, rattans, and saltpetre. 

1929. What was the sort of steel that you took ?—It is gene¬ 
rally the cast steel; it is sometimes blistered steel; we took both 
kinds of steel. 

1930. Was it in the manufactured articles ?—No, in small 

bars. , , 

1931. Was thaf steel the produce of IndiaNo,'imported 
into Calcutta frdm England. 

1932. Through whom did you generally transact your busi¬ 
ness at Canton ?—The Hong merchants. 

1933. Did you ever find any difficulty in trading with the out¬ 
side merchants?—Not the least. 

1934. You have often traded with them ?—With bofh. 

1935. Jp what way do you select the Hong mesehant with 
whom you shall trade?—We generally, on our arrival, hgree 
wjtli those that%will give us the most for our cargo, and the 
person that takes the cargo is the person that becomes security 
to the government. 

1936. Did^you give him any advantage in your dealing to 
induc'd'him to become the security merchant?—Nothing. 

1937. Do you pay him any fee ?—None. 

‘ 1938. Do you find th$t some of the merchants are always 
willing to become security for the ships arriving there upon those 
terms?—Always. 

19$9. What was the size of the Exmouth ?—695 Calcutta 
tons; in English measurement$he was 725. 

1940. What is the reason fpr the difference between the Cal¬ 
cutta and the English measurement?—I cannot say that: it is 
some little difference in taking the length of the keel. 

* 1941. In wltat .jjway do the«Chine$e measure the vessels?— 
The Chinese measure the vessels from the centre of the mizen- 
mast to the centre of tlie foremast, and they take the extreme 
breadth close behincf the«$nainmast, and .multiply them together, 
and divide the product by ten to give the sneasurement. 

1942. Are all tlhe charges excepting the cumshaw paid upon 
a ship in the port of Canton, proportioned tV« the size of the 
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ship ?—I think they are; there may be some little difference, 4 M ar. 18 30. 
but it must be merely casual expenses. Mr j Aketu 

1943. Will you state what the cumshaw is ?—*The cumshaw 
is a present. * 

H$4. What does it amount to?—1,950 dollars. 

1945. Is that the same upon all ships ?—It is, 

1946. Do you know when that cunshaw originated?—In 1704. 

1947. Do you know at whose instigation it originated ? I 
have often heard it said, both i» China and in India, that the 
supercargoes gave this to the superior Mandarins, to induce them 
to show them favour, which they supposed they had some profit 
by: it has continued,‘and now it has become the law there; 
they demand it from all ships. 

1948. Do you know whether that present is paid, to the 
government or paid to the individual Mandarins ?—I think it is 
principally amongst the IV^andarins: but there is a part of it 
goes to gevgrtTinent, and then it is divided amongst the different 
Mandarins. AU the officers in China are called Mandarins. 

1949. Are there not other duties paid there for the compra- 
dore ?—The compradore has his fees; his fees are generally 300 
or 400 dollars; hut there is a sum paid to the compradore, for 
different duties, which I am not acquainted with. Ihe com- 
pradore’^altogether generally amounts to nearly 2,000 dollars. 

1950. Docs that sum of 2,000 dollars form a part of the port 

charges at 'Canton ?—It does. • 

1951. What was the whole amount of the expenses of the 
Exmouth at Canton on each voyage ?—About 9*000 dollars. • 

1952. In what .year was that?—That was in 1818 and 1819. 

1953. To whom were the goods that you took out to Canton 

sold ?~I sold them to the Hong merchants. * *— " 

1954. Was any charge made fo4 commission by the Hong 
merchants ?—Not any. 

1955. Do the outside merchants charge any commission upon 
sales and purchases ?-—None at all. 

1956. Have you ever consigned any part of your cargo to 

resident English or other foreign merchants?— Yes; t<f the 
American consul. . • . 

1957 fc Can you state the amounf of His charges on that con¬ 
signment ?—Three and a half per cent, on the sale price at 
Canton. • 

1958. What was the charge of*the American consul for nego- 


dating bills ?—One per cent. 

1959. # What was his charge upon goods purchased ?—Two 
and a half pdr certt. u^on the iuyoice pnee. 

1960. Do you consider the charges on shipping at Canton to 
be high or othe^vise?—I think they are very moderate, con- 
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4 Mar. 1830. sidering that there is no inore paid for a rich cargo than for a 
■“ vessel arriving in ballast. It is no matter what cargo you take 
T '* ' n ‘ there, the same duties are paid ; if you take a very rich cargo, 
the duties come to very little indeed. * 

1961. The port charges, then, do not vary in proportion to 
the value of the cargo, but only to the admeasurement oF the 
ship ?—That is all. 

1962. Is there or not a facility in transacting business in the 
port of Canton ? - Great facility. 

1963. Do you conceive there c is as great facility in transacting 
business in the port of Canton as in any other port with which 
you are acquainted ?—I think more. , 

1964. As much as there is in India ?—A great deal more. 
1965^18 there as much facility in transacting business in 

Canton as in ports in England ?—Yes, and a great deal more. 

1966. Why is it that you should say there is more facility?— 
You have nothing «to do but with one man, and f w£,cn<*.you once 
get your bargain made you have no trouble whatever. 

1967. Are the cargoes of ships easily discharged ?— Very 
easily. We do not lie very near to Canton ; we are about eight 
miles from Canton, at a place called Whampoa. 

1968. Then they are discharged by means of lighters?—They 
are. 

1969. And loaded in the same way?—Yes. 

1970. Bo you conceive that the Hong merchants are liberal 
in their dealings or otherwise ?—Very liberal. 

*1971. Should you place confidence in their honesty and 
honour?—-I have every reason to believe they are honest in 
every respect. 

*i^7S^Do you find them cautious in making tlieir bargains ?_ 

Very cautious. 1 

.1973. Did they adhere to those contracts which they entered 
into ?—Yes; I scarcely ever knew of any person ever suffering 
by them at all. 

1974. What should you say, in that respect, with regard to 
the outside merchants?—The outside merchants are people that 
you can scarcely ever tel{ wlfat character they are of, unless 
you have dealt with them once or twice j if you deal with a 
stranger you may be minus, and it often requires caution*. 

. 1975. It is presumed that the outside merchants, like other 
merchants, contain an admixture of good and bad ?—No doubt. 

1976. And some of them are very respectable ?—They are. 

1977. Would you" as soon deal with an outside merchant as 
you would with a Hong merchant ?—No, J would not. 

1978. Supposing you had dealings with an outside merchant, 
and found him to be a man of respectability^you would .then 
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have no difficulty in dealing with him ?—Not the least; there 4 Mar. 
are many of them that I have dealt with, that I would as soon — 
deal with as any persons. Mr. J. 

1979. Do you consider the navigation to Canton easy ?—Very 
easy. 

ISfeO. Have you ever had any unpleasant occurrence with 
your crew when at Canton ?—Not any. 

1981. What was the description of your crew?—Lascars* and 
some Europeans. 

1982. Of what nation?—A mixture of almost all nations; 

some Portuguese, and some Spaniards, and some Englishmen. 

We generally took six Europeans in the country ships just for 

steering the ship, what they call sea-cunnies. I had six young 

men with me that I took from here as apprentices, who acted as 

mates or midshipmen. 

* 

ise young men Englishmen ?—They were 

sea-cunnies Europeans ?—They are some of 
them Portuguese Indians. 

. 1985. Are they not all Indian Portuguese ?—Some of them 
are European Portuguese. 

1986. Should you not think a mixed crew of that kind quite 
as difficult to manage as a crew consisting of English sailors ?— 

No, I do i\ot think they are; English sailors would be worse to 
manage, J think. • 

1987. Should you imagine that, with proper *care and atten¬ 
tion, whatever might be the crew of the ship arriving at Canton, 
there would be any reason to apprehend any impediment to the 

trade on account of the conduct of that crew ?—Not the least. 

• « 

1988. Have,any difficulties been encountered on afcCDuqf'bf 

the present freedom of trade between India and China in the 
port of Canton ?—Not any. • 

1989. Do you conceive there woul5 be any reason to appre¬ 
hend difficulties, provided the trade between England and China 
was as free as the trade between India and China ?—Not the 
Iqpst. The Company’s ships arg all navigated by Englishmen, 
and I he Americans are all navigated by their owr^ people, and I 
have nearer seen much difference between the American and the 
Company’s seamen. 

1990. Do you imagine that the English seamen are inferior ip 
point of character and conduct uf the American seamen ?—I do 

§ not see much difference. 

1991. * Have you carried opium to China?—Yes. 

1992. Can you stgte any quantity that you have ever car¬ 
ried ?—I have carried about 100 chests. • 

1993. Is that opium smuggled into China?—It is. 


]983. Were tl 
Englishmenr - * 0 ''^ 
1984. Are the 
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4 Mar. 1830. 1994*. Who. takes the risk of the smuggling?—The person to 

—— whom we sell it. 

Mr J ‘ Akcn - 1995. To whom is it commonly sold ?—It is generally sold to 
outside men. 

1996. Do the Hong ever purchase opium ?—I believe not. 

* 

1997. Do you know how the outside merchant introduces it 
into China ?—I am not acquainted with that. 

1998. Is not it a fact, that they bring the boats alongside, 
and then it is thrown out of the chip into the boats?—Yes. 
When I sold my opium I gave an order upon the chief officer to 
deliver it, but the person to whom l sold it takes the risk en¬ 
tirely in taking it from the ship; he pays me for it before he 
gets the order. 

1999? What does he generally pay you with ?—In dollars or 
Sycee. 

2009. Do you happen to know rthe method by which fhe 
opium is smuggled into the country ?-—They tg^it*fiUm along¬ 
side in smuggling boats that are well manned and armed, and 
there are a great many rivers, branches, and islands and diffe¬ 
rent places, and they put off directly with it, and they set all 
the government boats at defiance. I have seen that myself. I 
have seen four mandarin boats surrounding my ship when I had 
thirty chests of opium to smuggle, and I was prevented from 
going to sea on account of the opium, and I sold it to the peo¬ 
ple. I went down myself and saw the way that they smuggled 
it. They stripped the chest entirely away, and took nothing 
but the opium, 4 and put it into the bags, and we open the lower- 
deck port, and in one foment they put the opium into the 
boat, and all hands are off in a moment. We did that in a 
vg ry heavy shower of rain. There was a cry out about three 
miDutesafterwards, but th^ boat was gone like q shot, 

2001. Were the mandarins’ boats lying near?—One was ly¬ 
ing a-head touching the, ship, another was lying at the stern, 
and another was lying upon the opposite side. 

2002. They were there to prevent smuggling ?—Yes. 

20O3 Do you obtain greater or less price for your opium in 
proportion to,the degree of vigilance of the mandarin boats ?*— 
No, I never knew any difference made on that account. 

2004. If the mandarin boats had not been there, should you 

have obtained a larger price?—I do not think we should have 
got more. They always mak/ceyfain of it; and it always struck 
me, that there was an* understanding between the smugglers 
and the mandarin boats: there is an apparen^vigilancd kept up 
which has no existence*m my opinion. ‘ I have been told so by 
a number of people. 4 

2005 . Might not other commodities, of small bulk, be intro- 
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duced into China by the same means? — I should think they 4 Mar. 1830. 
could, very easily. - 

2006. Do you happen to know whether it is a practice with ^ r ' jilcen ' 
regard to any other* commodities except opium ?—Saltpetre, 

which is a bulky article, is smuggled. I used to smuggle it 
mysSlf; at least, I carried it there, and it was smuggled by the 
people to whom I sold it. 

2007. Is saltpetre a prohibited article in China ? — No,- you 
can sell it to the government if you please; but we cannot sell 
it so well to the government? We can generally get about two 
dollars a pecul by smuggling it. 

2008. Is that on account of the duty paid to government? — 

1 think it is. 

2009. Have you known of any other article being smuggled ? 

—I think sometimes broadcloth is smuggled. 

2010 . By the Americans or the English?—By the English. 

I dhce ca£Q 0 d 4 wo bales of^loth, and it was smuggled, Ifcnow; 
but wherefore rtannot say, because it did not belong to me. 

2011. Do you happen to know whether the cargoes of goods 
which go from England on board of the American ships are 
introduced into China legally, or are smuggled ?—I cannot say ; 
but 1 really believe that they are introduced legally, because I 
have been acquainted with so many American supercargoes, 
that I think I must have heard of it if it had been otherwise. 

2012. With respect to the opium that you carried out to 
China, was that purchased at the Company’s public sales ?— 

Yes, at Calcutta. • , 

2013. Can you state with respect to’She value of the opium, 
whether the Malwa opium is better than that grown in Bengal ? 

—Tha Patna opium is the best. „ 

2014. Whafc»is the next in point pf quality?—I believe .the 
Malwa they like the best in China. The Turkish opium has 
come there within these last ten years, and is likely to super¬ 
sede the Bengal opium. The Chinese did not like it in the 
first instance, but I believe now they are more reconciled to 
it, they like it equally well, and it is much cheaper. That has 
done a great deal ofharm to the sale of the Bengal opium.* 

2015. Is any Turkish opium introduced through any of the 
Company’s ships into China ?—Not unless it is smuggled. 

2016. Should you reckon the Malwa opium the least good of 
those you have mentioned?-rI know nothing but # of the Patna 
opium ; that was the only opium that I had any* thing to do 

# with. We generally used to buy it in Bengal from 1,900 to 2,000 
rupees a chest; end we generally used £o get 1,200 to 1,400 
dollars for it’in Chin^ sometimes 1,500 dollars. 

2017. Is the opium sold at Bombay lower in price than that 
sold at Calcutta ?*-I believe it is. • 

* 2 F 
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4 Mar. 1830. 2018. Are you not aware that all the opium which comes 

- from Bombay is Malwa opium ?—It may be, and I dare say it 

Mr. J. Alien. . jj Ut j am not acquainted at ail with Bombay. I have been 
very little on that side. 

2019. Where did jou effect your purchases of opium in Jndia 
for the China trade r—They were generally made at the Com¬ 
pany’s sales. 

\ 

2020. Are those purchases made avowedly and openly for 
the China trade ?— I believe so* We clear out with the opium 
in the ship. It is well known by the Company that we take it 
to China. 

2021. Do the opium chests bear the* Company’s mark ?— 
Yes. 

2022. Before they are sold in China, is the opium changed 

from those chests into any other packages ? —No, they are sold 
in the 4 original packages. „ 

2023. Are tljey sold in China in any mode o^jpacknig bearing 
the Company's mark? - Yes, they are sold with the Company’s 
mark on them in China. 

2024. Is the Company’s mark upon the chests of opium, br 
upon the packet of opium ?—Upon the chests. They strip the 
chest way entirely when they take it away, and throw it over¬ 
board ; and it is then put into bags. 

2025. «Then nothing bearing the Company’s mark •goes ashore 
in China ?—Nothing at all: we strip it and throw *the chests 
overboard, an& destroy them as soon as we can. 

2026. Then the purchaser looks at the mark, and it gives 
confidence to him ?—His confidence is generally placed in the 
seller^ * 

§027. Is not the opium «sold at the Company's sales made up 
in bales of the most convenient size and shape for smuggling 
into China ?—Yes, it is# * 

2028. Have you ever purchased any tea at Canton ?— 1 have, 
both black and green. 

2*029. From whom have you purchased it?—Both from the 
Hong and the outside merchants, * 

2030. Have you ever found any difficulty in getting the tea 
you wanted to purchase ?—Not the least. 

* 2031. Is.not there a certificate given in the opium chest, con¬ 

taining the name of the Company’s opium agent and a state¬ 
ment of the weight ?~There is; that is in the inside of the 
chests. ^« • 

2032. Is that certificate communicate t<5 the* Chinese mer¬ 
chants who deal*in the opium?—No, the person that purchases 
it never looks at it at aH ; but I remember jjeeyig them broken 
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open, and I remember seeing a paper of that description in the 4 Mar. 1830. 
inside of the chest. ~jTa/c 

2033. Is the tea purchased as you have described packed and 
sent on board by the merchant of whom it is purchased ?—It is. 

2034. And that merchant is responsible for the quality of the 
tea so sent?—When I have been purchasing from an outside 
merchant, I have generally wished to have the chest opened here and 
there ; and he has been always very willing to do so, to examine it. 

2035. Did you ever find .pny chest of tea inferior in quality 
to the sample which you have purchased ?—I never did. 

2036. Do you know whether any custom prevails in China of 
returning two chests for one, where an adulterated chest often 
is given to the purchaser?—I have not heard of that; I have 
heard that there have been some tricks occasionally, but I be¬ 
lieve in a very trifling degree. 

2037. Do you conceive the tea that you purchased at Canton 
will as ga q.ii .Jo proportion'to the description # of the tea, as that 
which you purcnJise in England ?—Equally so. m 

2038. What have you paid for the gunpowder tea at Canton? 

—From 60 to 65 Spanish dollars for the best, per pecul; gun¬ 
powder tea can be got for less. 

2039. And what for the best black tea ?—The best black tea, 
from 40 to 45. 

2040. How do you generally pay for that tea ?—We some¬ 
times pay for it in barter, but generally in dollars. * 

2041. Do you buy it cheaper when you pay for it in dollars 
than when you pay for it in barter?—That is *a matter I can 
hardly say, because when you pay f&r it in barter, you can 
hardly put the dollars in competition with it. 

20442. You do not find it difficult to take tea in ^exchange far 
goods from the*merchants ?—No, v^ry easy. 

2043. In the year 1819, could your slop have been chartered 
from Canton to some port on the continent of Europe, if you 
had been permitted to do so?—Yes. 

2044. Would that have been a profitable voyage to the ship ? 

—Very profitable. . 

•2045. Who would have taken'up the ship at that time ?—A 
Prussian merchant at Canton. • 

2046. * What would he have paid per ton for it ?—£25. 

2047. Did you request permission to undertake that voyage ? 

—Yes, 1 applied to the supercargoes. 

2048. Did you obtain that permission?—No. 

* 2049.* To what.port of Europe was it proposed to charter the 

vessel ? —To«I4ambur^lf, I think. * 

2050. Is the country trade carried on almost entirely by the 
free-traders from Jndia and China ?—>Yes. 
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4 M»r. 1830. 2051. Do the Company take any part in that trade ? — I do 

- not think the Company themselves take much part in the trade. 

Afr. J. Aken. The captains of the Company’s ships generally bring a great 
many things from Bengal, Madras, ana Bombay, or Penang; 
they all take in pepper, cotton, and any thing of that kind that 
they could get, and, I believe, it is generally taken on the'eap- 
tain’s account. 

2052. Can that trade between India and China be carried 
on by houses resident in England ?—No. 

V , ' > 

2053. What is the reason why it cannot ? — I do not know 
the Company’s reasons; but it is by the regulation of the Com¬ 
pany that we can only go to China by license of the Company. 

2054. You have stated that the captains in the East-India 
Company’s service carry on some portion of trade on their own 
account, do you allude to the goods which they take in the 
privileged tonnage ?—I believe that the Company do not send 
cargoes themselves from those ports, from /erihsr Madras, 
Bombay, or Calcutta, and therefore the captain generally takes 
in as much as he pleases, without any hindrance whatever. The 
privilege which the captain and the officers have is at their 
loading port at Canton from India to England. 

2055. Do you know how the officers of the Company dispose 
of the goods which they import into China under their privi¬ 
lege ?—They generally sell them to the Hong merchants. 

2056. Have you known any cases in which they have dealt 
with the outside merchants?—Yes, they deal with both. 

‘ 2057. Have you kno^vn any instance in which the country 
ships have traded with ports in China to the north of Canton, 
Amoy, and Lingpo?—No, I never heard of any. 

’205&- Do you consider that there is much sea risk attending 
a voyage from England to^Canton, if undertaken at the proper 
season ?—No, there is very little risk. 

2059. Is there greater or less risk than there is in a voyage 
from England to Calcutta?—I think there is a great deal less, 
but that is owing to the navigation in the Hoogley river. 

2060. Supposing the freights to be the same, would you 
rather undertake a voyage from England to Calcutta, or a 
voyage from England to Canton ?—To Canton. 

2061. Have you not lived at the Cape of Good Hope?—I 
.have, for seven years. 

2062. Did you purchase tea while you were there ?_I used 

to purchase tea for my-family use. 

2063. At what tirpe.did you live k thereP—From 1821 to 
1828. . . ' 

2064. What did you give for the best black tea per pound at 
that time ?—About three^dollars and a half, tvhich is nearly os. 
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2065. What is the duty paid upon the importation of tea 4 Mar. 18,10. 

into the Cape ?—It is an ad valorem duty of ten per cent. “”*“ 

iiif• %/* jfkcn. 

2066. Was it imagined at the Cape that a considerable profit 
was*derived by the Company from the sale of tea at that price ? 

—I* think if is generally believed to be about 100 per cent, 
after paying all charges. 

2067. Do any other parties, except the Company, bring tea 
from China to the Cape of Good Hope ?—No other. About 
twelve months before I left tlye Cape there were a few chests 
brought from England, which the Company could not prevent 
being landed there, brought in a private ship. 

2068. Could tea Brought in a private ship from any other 
place except England be landed at the Cape of Good Hope ?— 

No. » 


2069. Did you.ever apply for a license to export tea from 

Canton ? —Yes, we always applied for our license previously to 
sailing fttKBTCSjputta. * 

2070. Did you ever apply for a license to export 800 chests 
of tea to a port within the Company’s limits?—Yes. 

• 2071. Was that granted?—No, only for 400. 

2072. To whom did you apply?— To the government in 
Calcutta. 

2073. * If that license had been granted to you to export tea 
from Can eon to the amount of 800 chests, could youjiave made 
a profitable voyage, that being part of your cargo ?—Not with 
800 chests; but it would have been so if I had«foeen allowed .to 
take any quantity I pleased. In so Iftrge a ship as mine, 800 
chests of tea would not have been an object, but in a small 


vessel it might have been a very great one. 9 

2074. Where would you have taken that tea to j^Tq tJ5e 
Isle of France and the Cape of Go<?d Hope. 

2075. But the small quantity you # were allowed to take Was 
not a sufficient inducement to you ?—No. 


2076. Could you carry tea at all to the Cape of Good Hope ? 
—Not at all to the Cape of Good Hope. 

r 2077. Would you have been allowed to take 400 chests of 
L>a to any port within the Company’s limits, except the Cape ? 


—Yes.* 


2078. Is the Mauritius also excepted?—I cannot say. Our 
license ran thus: “ you can take # 400 chests of tea in at Canton, 
to dispose of it at any intermediate ports between this and Cal¬ 
cutta. Now it is a query whether you could make the Isle 
of France an intermediate port; perhaps it would be out of the 
wav: but tRat cftiestion was brought before the court at the 
Cape of Good Hope. There was a ship thaUirought tea there, 
and shc'was sjcizgd; they gave bond, *md afterwards the question 
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came befoi'e the King in council, and the ship was afterwards 
liberated. 

2079. What was the date of that?—I think it must have 
been about 1823; a ship called the Lady Fora. 

2080. Where did that ship bring the tea from ? — From Cai>*on* 

2081. Was the tea allowed to be sold at the Cape?—Yes, I 

believe it was sold there. The ship was seized, and the cargo 
too. "She had very little tea in, but she had a great many 
things that she brought direct f^om^hina. The question came 
before the court, and I was one of the evidence before the 
court. The fiscal brought a chart, and he asked me if I could 
make it out that the Cape of Good Hope was an intermediate 
port: and 1 asked at what time of the year the ship left Canton, 
and it appeared that it was the contrary monsoon to come down 
the China seas, and I said yes; that Captain Balsam, of the 
Lady Flora, perhaps had come round Cape Hbrn, and therefore 
the Cape of Good {dope was an intermedia!® porf.*^,, ' 

2082. What was the decision ?—They decided against the 
ship. The ship was seized and her cargo also ; but they gave 
bond, and it was about three years afterwards decided by the 
King in council, and the ship was liberated again. 

2083. Was the cargo allowed to be sold at the Cape of Good 
Ho1>e ?—It was. 

2084. Have you ever purchased gunpowder tea at Canton to 

be sold at jPenang?—Yes. * 

20S5. What did you sell that tea for at Penang?—About 76 
Spanish dollars £er pecul. 

2086. Was a profit realized by you upon that sale of tea ?—I 
generally used to make about 15 per cent. 

* 2087* Can ^ou state the price of tea of similar quality tft the 
Cape of Good Hope ?—The^price of gunpowder tea at the Cape 
of Good Hope was about six dollars, or nine shillings per pound. 
Besides the government djity of 10 percent, the Company pay 
about five or six per cent, for the auction duties at the Cape. 
They oblige them to sell all by auction, therefore they collect 
the duties upon the auction sales. 

2088. Then the whole duties paid upon the sale of tea would 
be 16 per cent. ?—That is paifl by the Company. 

2089. Can you tell what the duties are paid at Peirang?— 
Upon tea I cannot say. 1 think the people who purchased from 
me always paid the duty themselves. I believe it is very trifling. 

2090. It is not so much at Penang as at the Cape of Good 

Hope, is it ?—Perhaps hot so much. 10 per cent, is ljut very # 
small .upon tea. . , • 

2091. Is not tea a very common beverage in Cfiina?—Yes, 
the black tea is a tfery common beverage. Every Chinese house 
you go into, there is the tea always on a sideboard, as a bever- 
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age, in the teapot, and you may help yourself to a glass of tea 4 Mar. 1830. 
at any time you please ; it is always in the room. ~j~Ahn 

2092. Do they drink it without any admixture?—They some¬ 
times have a little sugar, and sometimes not; there are a great 
many drink it without any sugar. 

2(ft)3. Do the Chinese drink green tea ?—I think not. 

2094. Do the neighbouring nations?— I think not. I think 
they generally drink black tea. 

2095. Supposing the trad% between England and China were 
more completely free, do you imagine that the Company would, 
under the present state of things, be able to carry on their trade ? 

—They might carry it on, but I believe with a loss. I mean so 
far-as regards their present establishments. If their establish¬ 
ments were to be as great as they are at present, there jmust be 
a loss. 

2096. Could tlfey continue to pay the present amount of 

freight .they pay betvfeen England antLChina?—No, I do 
not think they cfculd. . 

2097. What is the amount of freight? —I cannot say exactly 
what the freights are, but I know they are much greater than 
any free-traders can possibly get. 

2098. What is the present amount of freight between Englqpd 
and Calcutta ?—About £4 to £4. 10s. a ton, out and home, 
with wlmt we call dead weight; heavy goods and light goods. 

The average of £4 out and £4 home, is the general ratg of freight. 

2099. -Do you happen to know the rate of freight paid by 

the Company in a voyage from England to Caflton ? — 1 do not 
know. * 

2100. What would be the rate of insurance upon a ship from 

England to Calcutta ?—I think about three to three figd a half 
per cent. « # * 

2101. You have stated that you live at Wapping, what kind 
of life are you now i$> ?—A sail-tpaker, ship-chandler, and 
provisioned 

2102. Have you ever shipped any goods to India lately ?—No. 

2103. From what source is your knowledge of this freight 
derived?—I am every day upon the Royal Exchange. 

2104. You have stated that yot* were at the Cape from 1821 
to 1828? had you a partner there ?—Yes. 

2105. What was his name? —Monteith. 

2106. What did you deal irf principally thefe?—In India 
goods principally; we had two brigs that traded between Cal- 

• cutta ami the Cape with India goods. • 

2107. You h 2 u/e givfcn the Committee information as To the 
China trade between the years 1817 and 18^9 ; have you had 
any knowledge of the China trade personally subsequently to 
the year 1819?-^No^ 1 knew very little about it, except from 
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4 Mar. 1830. having seen persons coming past that I have asked questions of, 
■- but I had no personal knowledge since 1819. 

JAkcn. 2108. Do you know Mr. John Bagshaw, formerly of Cal¬ 
cutta ?—'Yes. * 

2109. Was he a consigner of goods to your house?—-No, he 
was not. 

2110. You had no goods in the hands of yourself and your 
partrifer belonging to Mr. Bagshaw at any time, had you ?—No. 

* 2111. Had you any dealings with? Mr. Bagshaw ?—No. 

2112. With respect to the tea you saw at the Cape coming 
from England, what year was that in?—I think it was in 1826, 
but 1 am not certain as to that point. 

2113. By what ship did it arrive ?—I cannot say, but it was 
consigned to Messrs. Borradaile, Thompson, and Pillans, at the 
Cape. 

2114. Do you know the quantity„of tea?—I cannot say the 
quantity, but I shbnld say twenty chests, or sqmcfifhjg of that 
kind ; it was but a small quantity. 

2115. Had you any means of seeing the quality ? — No I had 
not. 

2116. And you have no knowledge what it sold for ?—No, I 
had not the least. 

2117. Was not the importation from England of the tea to 
which you have referred, because of its being of . a superior 
quality to that which usually came from China? — I did.not know 
tlje cause: they expected they could import it from England, 
and sell it at the Cape cheaper than what the Company did. 

2118. The quality being the same?—The quality being the 
same. 

2119. Do not you know that the usual mode of navigating the 
country ships is without ally Europeans on board, except the 
captain and the officers ?—Both my voyages to China we had 
two Europeans among the sea-cunnies. 

2120. Were they Europeans or half-caste ?—They gave them - 
selves out as Europeans, and I believe they were. 

2121. Were not the crew all Lascars?—All Lascars. 

2122/ What sized vessel do you consider most convenient for 

carrying on the Canton trade ?—At that time I think Vessels of 

600 or 700 tons were the best for that. 

# 

2123. You* say at that tixrfe; has your opinion varied since 
that time?—No, I have not any opinion different from what J 
had at that time. I have been told that they do navigate now 
with' smaller ships than fliey use to do ; but my reason for hav¬ 
ing a larger ship was, that the duties beirtfj nearly the same in 
some things, we reckoned that the expenses were lessened by 
having them in large ships. u 
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2124. I 3 there any other duty but the cumshaw which is the 
same?—I believe nothing but the cumshaw. 

2125. To whom did that vessel belong?—The agents were 

Alexander and Co. ;*she belonged to me and a house at Liver¬ 
pool * 

2126. In Canton did you do your own business, or was it done 

by a country agent there ?—The first voyage I consigned my 
ship to the American consul, a Mr. Wilcox; but I found the 
business so very easily done, that I transacted my own business 
afterwards. * * 


4 Mar. 1830. 
Mr. J‘>hn Akcn. 


2127. Do you consider that you could do your business there 
to the same advantage as it was done by the resident agent?— 
Equally so. 

2128. Did that arise from your own knowledge of tfye place, 
or do you suppose that any captain coming there for the first 
time would do his'business there as easily ?—I think equally so. 

^J129. JULew came you t<f select an American house ; hud you 
any reason for nT>t taking any of the English houses of agency? 
—There was no English house there. There were Englishmen, 
but they were under the foreign flag: no Englishman is allowed 
remain at Canton. 


2130. Do you mean to say there were no English houses of 
agency established at Canton ?—None ; they arc not permitted 
by the (Company. 

215 L Were there not English houses acting under foreign 
flags ?—Yes. 

2132. Houses of respectability ?—I-tyuscs of respectability.* 

2133. And doing considerable business?—Doing a great deal 
of business. 

213*4. Was Mr. Davison there at that time, ancT doing 1 a grdSt 
deal of business?—Yes, 1 knew boflh the Davisons. 

2135. Do you consider that you bought your teas as advan¬ 

tageously as the Company's Factory *bought them ?—I should 
think not. I think the Company could purchase their teas 
cheaper than we could, because they had greater facilities. 
The Select Committee is there the whole year, and they cer¬ 
tainly can purchase their tea, cheapen, because they take such 
large quantities. * 

2136. So that you think the Company, in consequence of 
their being such large dealers, can command the article qt 
better prices than individuals ?—€ think they can.* 

2137. Does not sometimes the fact- of your wanting large 
'quantities tend to enhance the price to'the buyer? —No; I 

cannot say that it doc& ; there,generally is a price put u^on it 
after it comes into tJie Hong, which they do, not deviate from. 
But the Company I believe, barter a good deal; I have been 
informed so by tire supercargoes. 

2 <; 

» » 

* 
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- being contracted for the year before ?—I should think so. 

Mr. John Aken. gjgg. y ou t hj n k that the contracting is a better system with 
the Chinese than buying upon the spot?—T should think it is. 

2140. Do you think the Company gets a better Quality ofctea 
than the free-traders?—I think not. I have had my informa¬ 
tion upon that point from the American supercargoes; and Mr. 
Wilcdx, who was a very well-informed man, told me that he 
could buy teas of as good quality ps any of the Company ; he 
has been frequently there in tfie Company’s stores, when they 
have been tasting the teas, and he declared to me that he could 
buy as good teas, and that he had sent to.America teas equally 
as good as the Company’s: but what terms the Company have 
purchased their teas upon, I am not informed. 

2141. Is that speaking of tea generally, or black tea or green 

tea?—Of tea generally. But the free-traders would have a 
great advantage oyer the Company/which would jnqre than 
compensate, I tjrink, by coming cheaper, notr having such a 
large establishment, and having their ships at a less freight. 
The Company’s establishment there is immense, and is a very 
heavy expense, which the free-trader would not have; and .1 
think the free-trader could come into the market and dispose of 
alk his teas in Europe at a cheaper rate than the Company 
could. » 

2142. Do you consider that, as far as concern^ the mere 

dealing with the Chinese, the Company can do it bejtei* than 
individual merchants can do it ?—I think they can, under the 
present system, < 

2143. Do the Factory, upon the* whole, rather impede the 
private trade, or do they protect and encourage it ?—They do 
iTSither 4he one nor the other. They take care that you do not 
take* any more tea from Ghina than your license allows you. 
Y.ou are obliged to report to the chief supercargo the cargo 
that you bring to China, .and also what you take away ; and if 
we do any thing at all derogatory to their directions, or the in¬ 
structions we receive, they will foreclose the bonds which we 
are under at Calcutta, which I think is two lacks; a lack for 
the captain and a lack for the merchant. 

2144. * Are‘they at all veacatioils in their interference with 
you?—Not the least; they are very liberal; they behave ex¬ 
ceedingly well to all the country captains. 

* 2145. You do not consider |hem as going out of their way to 
molest you ?— Not at all. 

2146. From your, experience of the trade of those «seas, do 
you drink that if the 6bina trade were entirely thrown open, 
branches of trade would not spring up «<*hich are now kept 
under by the monopoly ?— There is not the least doq,bt of it. 
In all the coast of Cochin China I have turned .down with the 
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Exmouth with a foul wind, and I have turned into several fine 4 Mar. isao. 

harbours all the way along the coast; we turned into six or ~— 

seven different harbours* along the coast, and I am sure there ^ John Aken ' 

might be a great trade carried on if those ports were open : and 

not only tha£ but with the great islands of Japan, which we have 

no Communication with whatever. I have often thought that if 

an embassy was sent to Japan, and a favourable result ensued, 

there would be no doubt an immense trade; for those people are 

now emerging to civilization, and I have often thought that a very 

great trade might be carried qp there. If an English whaler, 

by accident, be cast away there, they use them very ill, and 

murder them generally ; but the Dutch carry On a great trade 

there from Batavia. * 

*2147. When you speak of the monopoly being an impediment, 
do you mean the restrictions which now exist by law to the free 
trade in those seas ?—That is what I mean. 

*2143. Do not you thin^ there might be considerable trade 
with the ‘Philippine Islands ?—A great tradlTmight be carried 
on with the Philippine Islands and the coast oPBorneo. 

2149. Do not you think that the ingenuity arising from a 
free exertion of private interest frequently starts means of trade 
to merchants which were unknown before ?—Yes, which had no 
existence before, no doubt of it; a great deal might be done if 
the trade were open. 

2150. I« there any trade at present between Mexico and 

CanttJ!*?«—Not from Mexico, that I know of; but*there is a 
great trade carried on by the Americans from # the north-west 
coast of America to Canton. • 

2151. Do you know any thing of that trade ?—Yes; both 
the vqyages that I was in China several small vessels came there, 
from 250 to 350 tons, and they had generally lurs and sonfe 
fine oil, which they sold at Canton,*and purchased cargoes,* and 
went home to America. 

2152. Do you know from what paft of America they came? 

—From Nootka Sound and Cook’s Inlet. 

2153. Is that trade at present entirely confined to the Ame¬ 
ricans ?—Entirely, because an English vessel cannot go t<f Can¬ 
ton at all: that was one of tfie greatest grievance? tbat^I saw. 

2154. Do not you think that ifnglish shipping would, if that 

trade were open, have the same advantage with the Americans 
in carrying on the north-west trade with China?—Yes; pp 
doubt about it. • 

2155. Did you understand that to be a very profitable trade 
* to the American#?—Yes, very profitable! Several gentlemen 

that were embaHsed ifi the business *sdtd it was a very profit¬ 
able one. * . 

2156*Do you^now any thing of a.trade between South Ame- 
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- do not. There is a trade from Manilla to Canton; but they 

Mr. John Akcn, sc ](j om g 0 to Canton, they generally stop at Macao. 

2157. Was the Company’s factory any protection to you in 
carrying on the trade with the Chinese ?— Not the least. If^the 
Hong merchants had been guilty of any fraud, or any thing of 
that kind, I believe the supercargoes would take it up and assist 
me in that particular, and perhaps interfere with the Viceroy. 

2158. Do you know of any instance in which the private 
trade derived any benefit from that sort of intervention ?—No, 

1 do not know of any. 

2159. Did you ever hear that the Americans or Europeans 
trading to China derived any protection from the Company’s 
factory ? —Not the least. 

2160. Did you ever know of any case occurring, such as you 
have alluded to, with regard to a Hong merchant, which required 
such an interference ?—I believe there has been such a tliiftg, 
but not in my f:ime, perhaps one case may happen in twenty- 
four years, but I believe it is of very rare occurrence. 

2161. Vou have stated that when you were at Canton there 
were several Englishmen carrying on trade there as agents under 
foreign flags; will you state what was the firm of the house in 
wfiich Mr. Davison was?—Davison and Co. 

2162. Under what flag did they do business ?—I cannot say 
w hether i^was Danish or Prussian. 

2163. What other English houses were there there r'— There 
was MagniacV house ; I think they were under the Danish 
flag. I think those were the only two English houses. 

2164. Do those English houses do a great deal of business ? 
—A great deal. 

2165. Was any of it with Europe, or was it principally con 
fiped to the country trade ?—There was both. 

2166. Do you know whether any of the partners of those 
houses are now in England ?—I do not know. 

2167. Suppose you had an opportunity of forming your own 

design for an adventure to Qhina, apd being supplied with 
means, selected such a car^o as you thought suitable for ex¬ 
port, and obtained in return a cargo of tea, do you tjiink you 
could obtain a more favourable result than the Company now 
floes ?—I think I could have a more favourable result, because I 
can sail my ship cheaper, andrl have no incumbrance in China, 
therefore I could sell my cargo equally as well as they could. 
I could purchase my teas, perhaps, not quite so we$l, but 1‘ 
coul^sell it in England‘cheaper a great deal than what they 
could. * 

2168. Would the difference be great in degree between your 
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result and the result the Company now obtains?—I should 4 Mar. IB 30 . 

imagine I could make ten per cent, more than the Company- 

now does. J - Aken * 


2169. Do you know now what the profit is which the Com¬ 
pany makes \—The Company make, I believe, a hundred per 
cent. 


2170. Then do you think that you could make upon an ad¬ 

venture more than a hundred per cent, profit ?—No; because if 
the free trade was open, we should have tea cheaper, and the 
prices would be much less. '* • 

2171. Did you not, in the answer you have given, mean to 
compare your adventpre with an adventure by the Company, 
ii\case the trade was open ?—Yes, in case the trade was open ; 
not at present; but if the trade was open, 1 am certain that I 
could bring that commodity here, and sell it cheaper than the 
Company could. , 

#2172, Supposing you obtained permission to send a jship in 
the present state of things from this country fo China, what 
profit do you imagine, with the present priedk of tea in the 
market here, you would realize upon that voyage?—That 
jrould be a thing that I could not estimate. 

2178. How do you calculate that the Company gain a hun¬ 
dred per cent, profit,?—From what I have seen of teas sold at 
the Cap«e of Good Hope; and I know very nearly, though not 
exactly, what they give for them in China, according to what 
I gaift^br*them myself: they may gbt them a shade»1ower, but 
it is a trifle. 

2174. Comparing the prices at the Jndia sales with tlieprifhe 
cost at Canton, should you say that they get one hundred per 
cent, clear profit, after deducting the charges ?—I have no 
doubt of it. • • 


2175. Wh£t, in your opinion, Mf>uld be the difference in the 
expense of freight between a Company’s ship and such a one.as 
you should think suited to the Chin* trade ?—The difference 
would at least be forty per cent.; I could fit my ship out at 
least forty per cent, cheaper than the Company do at present. 

2176. Then, if the sailing of a ship in the Companyis ser¬ 
vice cost £14 per ton, it would* cost you but £10?—Yes. 

2177. Is not your assertion, that you could sell cheaper than 
the Cofhpany, founded upon your belief that they make a hun¬ 
dred per cent. ?—Yes, it is 

2178. In the sort of adventune that has been spoken of, that 
is of going out to China for a cargo of teas, is there any branch 

• of that»ad venture in which you think you <would have an advan¬ 
tage over tfce Company, excepting is the article of freight?— 
No, only in the article of freight, 1 should think ; but I am not 
acquainted exactly with what the Company take from this 
country to Chi fra,; they take lead,* broadcloths, and different 
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very little about it. 

2179. You have already stated, that you think the Company 
could deal with the Chinese upon better terms than you could, 
do you think they would not also provide their monpy there upon 
better terms than you would ?—No, I do not think they w6uld, 
because you can draw bills upon any respectable merchant 
living in London; the Chinese would take them with the 
greatest ease. In fact, the house of Baring & Co. in London 
was drawn upon by the American;, on as good terms ; at least 
the supercargoes told me so. 

2180. Do not you think the private-trader would discover 
many articles that would suit the market there, if he was left at 
perfect liberty, which the Company never dream of?—Certain¬ 
ly, a great many things which the Company never think of. 

2181. Do not you think the opening the trade would have the 
effect of extending She list of commodities in which the trade 
is carried on ?— Xes. 

2182. Do you know any reason why the supercargoes at 
Canton could not find out those articles ? — I cannot say why 
they did not do it. 

2183. Have not they, residing there, and having persons in 
their employment, the very best means of finding out the articles 
adapted to the Chinese market?—Certainly. 

2184. Although the Company’s supercargoes are constantly 
residing there, do you think it probable that the servant'of the 
Company would be as anxious to push their trade as individuals 
who are trading forthei* own account?—-No, I do not believe 
it; I think individuals upon their own account would push the 
trade much more than it is at present. 

2J85. Are not you aware that the Companyls captains and 
officers are permitted to trade as merchants to China?—Yes. 

2186. Why do you sitppose individual merchants would be 
more active than those captains and officers who are merchants ? 
—We can only draw an inference from what has happened from 
opening the trade with Calcutta; there is an immense trade now 
carried on with Calcutta, compared with what there was before 
the tradp was .opened. 

2187. Is it in the power of* any Englishman to go in f o China 
without leave of the Chinese authorities ?—Canton is the t only 
port that is open to trade at all to any person. 

2188. Do you consider it possible for Great Britain to permit 
Englishmen to go into the interior of China?—I have taken 
Europeans, I have taken 4 a French bishop and his suite, who 
went into the interior of China; I landed them at Macao, and 
they were to go injto the interior as missionaries. 

2189. Arc not the Company’s servants, wh^deal in China on 
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their own account, obliged to confine themselves to the precise 4 M<»r. 18.50. 

voyage which is pointed out by their masters; that is to say, - 

that they can only go where their masters send the vessels to ? J - A,(Cn ’ 
—Yes. 

2190. Have not the private trade, on the other hand, the 
power of selecting all the different markets, both of the East, 
and of Europe, and of America ? — Yes. 

2191. Must not that unlimited range give them a great advan¬ 
tage over the Company’s ser^ant|, whose trade is so restricted ? 

—Certainly. 

2192. Did not your answer relate to the trade in China alone ? 

—In China alone. 

2193. You speak of there being six or seven ports in Cochin 
China which are now frequented; how does the Company’s 
monopoly prevent those ports and places being traded with ?— 

I do not know. The Company has nothing^o do with that, it is 
an*arrangement by the Chinese; they do lA^saffer any* other 
port to be opened but Canton. * 

2194. Did you mean to say, that those ports to which you 
alluded are not traded with in consequence of the monopoly of 
tire Company?—No, the Chinese prevent it themselves, and 
the Cochin Chinese. The whole range of the coast, as far ps 
Siam, is under the Chinese government, but only nominally so. 

2195. Ijpon the occasion when you sailed along those har¬ 
bours in CJochin China, do you think the native authorities 
would' n^e permitted you to enter if the Company had given 
you leave?—That I do not know ; I did not like xo try that. • 

2196. Are there not various products of the Eastern Archi¬ 

pelago which are fitted alone for the China market ? —There 
are: there is trepan, which the French call beelfb-le-mer, and* 
birds’-nests. • % * 

2197. Are you aware whether thJ trade carried on with thp 
Eastern Archipelago in the articles ylu.have alluded to is a con¬ 
siderable trade or not?—It would be very considerable, to small 
vessels particularly. They could take in those articles I have 
mentioned, also sandal-wood, which is taken to the Chinese 
market, and is a very profitable thing. 

2198. Are not the country* ship% of India allotted to trade 
with Cochin China from Calcutta, so far as the English govern¬ 
ment are concerned ?—-At that time they were not: our license 
allowed us only to go to Canton, and we cannot trade with any* 
other ports, except what our licedbe allowed. 

2199. Do not you know that a license qould be obtained in 

Calcutta \o trade to Cochin China ?—I do not know. « 

« * % 

2200 . Is a license qper drawn out for a voyage without speci¬ 
fying a particular port ?—No. * 

220JL Do you tlflnk ^you could nof have obtained a license 



232 EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS: 

4 Mar. 1H30. empowering you to enter any port upon the Cochin Chinese 
-„ coast ?—I have always been given to understand so. 

Mr. J. ALen. j a 

2202. Did you ever get a license to touch and trade at various 
ports ?—No, the license runs thus: to go to Canton, and to 
touch and trade at any intermediate port between there and Cal¬ 
cutta, outward and homeward ; but that is only to the country 
vessels. 

22&3. Would that license include the ports on the coast of 
Cochin China?—Yes; but 1 have,-always understood that we 
could not trade with any port of Cochin China. 

2204*. That is, that the Chinese government will not suffer it ? 
—Yes. 

2205. Are not you aware that the country ships might clear 
out for any part of Cochin China, if the local government would 
permit it ?—I am not aw are of that. 

2206. Do not yopShink there would be much more probability 
of overcoming*tRe*^)rejudices of the Chinese in regard to inter¬ 
course with Europeans or other ports than Canton, if the mono¬ 
poly of the East-India Company were done away with ?—No. 
If the monopoly of the East-India Company were done away 
with, it would make no difference whatever, I believe, or alter 
tli£ Chinese policy at all. 

2207. Do not you think that the enterprize of private traders 
would induce them to go to other ports, and that the Chinese 
would seejthe advantage of taking their goods and trading with 
them?—They might in the course of time, but aUpijsent I 
should think ntft. An embassy sent into China for the purpose 
might, perhaps, do away that prejudice, but not any thing else 
done by individuals. 

2208. Do «ot you think the Chinese would see the interest 
they had selling their goods ?—No doubt they 4 I 0 see it, they 
know it very well; but thc^government is so very arbitrary that 
they cannot do it. The best-informed Chinese that I ever met 
with, said, that if all tfic ports in China were thrown open, it 
would be a great advantage to the Chinese. 

2^09. Have you heard that opinion generally expressed by 
the intelligent Chinese ?—I ligvc. 

221(1 As*t,he government seems to possess so little power 
to put down smuggling, is it not to be supposed that, they would 
not be able greatly to control what is done at those ports? — 
•I believe that is the reason for allowing Canton to be the only 
port that is open. * 

2211. What do ymi think would become of any vessel that 
wei^ into any port bu| Canton ?—They w«ould imprison the 
crew, and take the sHfp away from them. • 

2212. Although it is a great advantage to the Chinese to 
trade, you think they would lay hold of theucrew of any vessel 
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it is prohibited. ,, 'Z~7, 

1 . Mr. J. Aken. 

2213. Has any instance come to your knowledge of any 

European vessel having gone to any other port than Canton ?— 

None,‘except Macao. 

2214. Have you been much in the way of hearing of instances 
of the sort, if they had occurred ?—I have been in that part 
of the world upwards of thirty^ years ago, but 1 never knew an 
instance of a ship trading to any other port over which the 
Chinese had any control whatever, 

2215. Might not such a thing have taken place without your 
knowing any thing about it ?—1 think I must have known it. 

2216. Have you met with a number of Chinese junks in the 
ur se of your voyages there ?—Yes. 

2217. Have you ever had any dealings with any of the people 
in the junks?—No,. I never have; but those junks now have 
foun^ their way to Sincaporg. There are j§raat quantities of 
them come there directly from Canton; and tneyVome, as I 
am told, from some of the ports of Cochin China fo Sincapore. 

2218. You stated that the port charges at Canton, excepting 

the.cumshaw, were in proportion to the measurement of the 
vessel: do you then consider that, except in respect of the 
cum,siuuv, there would be no difference in the advantage* 
between navigating a small and a large ship, as far as the pay¬ 
ment of the port charges are concerned?—There may he some 
charges, as faf as regards the linguist or the comprador<*s fees ; 
hut, generally speaking, 1 believer there is no difference except 
in the cumshaw. @ 

2219. You said, that saltpetre was smuggle* into China, 

because it was sold to greater advantage than if sold to the 
government: do you mean by that, that the Chines^law forbids 
the sale of saltpetre openly to any person except to the govern¬ 
ment. ?—Y"es; they do not allow it to ie sold except to the go- 
vennmt. I . 

2220. Do you conceive that if the Chinese trade were en¬ 
tirely free, it would be a beneficial measure to the natives of 
British India?— I do not know that it would be more beneficial 
to them than it is at present, but.1 think it would be a great 
benefit to the United Kingdom. • 
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SECOND REPORT. 


THE SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to inquire into the 
present State of the Affairs of Tins East-India Com¬ 
pany, and into the Trade betweeiiNS^dw^ Britafn, the 
East-Indies , and China; and to report tlmsir Observations 
thereupon to the House ; and who were empowered to report 
the Minutes of the Evidence taken before them from 
time to time, to the House ; — 

v 

HAVB made a further Progress in the Matters to them 

referred, and had examined several Witnesses; and 

> 

directed the Minutes of the Evidence to be reported 
to the House up to the 18 th day^of this instant, March, 
inclusive. 


18 ^ March 1830 . 



MINUTES OF EVIDENCE 


8 Mar. *830. 
Copt. li .Atsagcr* 


« * 

Limce , 8° die Martii 1830. 


William Ward, Esq. in the Chair. 


Captain RICHAtti^ALSAGER, called in, and examined. 

2221. What is*your profession ?— I have been nine voyages 
in the Company’s service as an officer, and five as a commander. 
The last ship I commanded was the Waterloo, and previous to., 
that the Grenville. 

2222. What was the tonnage of the ship you formerly com¬ 
manded in the service of the East-India Company ?—The ton¬ 
nage of the .Waterloo is 1300 tons and a few over. 4 

2223. Is there any advantage in having ships of that class for 
the^China trade ?•—Very great indeed. 

2224. Do they pay the same port duties in China in propor¬ 
tion to their tonnage as smaller ships ?—I think the average of 
the port dues oi^ a large ship came to about 20.$. a ton ; I think 
upon ships of 500 tons they would come to about £2 a ton. 

2225. Are the ships in thef Company’s service made available 
for*carrying troops and othq* territorial purposes?—They are 
very convenient and healthy; and standing high out of the 
water, there is always room and plenty of air. 

2226. Have the governments of India employed them in war ? 

—Several times. I havs been fjtted out under Captain Birch : 
we have mounted 44 guns we considered ourselves then equal 
to any frigate. * 

2227. How did they answer as ships of war when so em¬ 

ployed ?—Remarkably well: they have several times distin¬ 
guished themselves. When Captain Bulled went out in the 
Belliqueux to India, he fdJ.m with three French frigates on the 
Brazil coast. One he? attacked ; he sent two Indiamen after the 
Medei£ which struck ton>tnb Exeter; the Bombay Castle coming 
up, the third was attacked by the Warley, and escaped by 
throwing her guns overboard and cutting some of her beams 
through. That was in 180(1. • 
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2228. If the same quantity of tea was brought home in smaller 8 Mar. 1830, 

ships during the time of war as the Company have been in the - 

habit of importing, could they have been protected by the con- ^ojit.R.Jlsafe 
voys which the government appropriated for the protection of 

the Company’s ships?—If they were in a smaller class of ships, 
say 500 tons, for example, it would take four ships to bring 
home one cargo such as it brought in one 1300 ton ship : conse¬ 
quently, if twenty ships is the regular number of our season, it 
would take eighty to bring home the same quantity of tea. I 
should think small ships scatter wide and far from the convoy, 
and the ships of the Company are able to protect themselves in 
some measure, and they are more obedient to the orders of the 
convoy, exclusively *of their being able to protect themselves 
individually without any other protection. 

2229. Is the discipline good in the Company’s ships?—I think 

they are in the highest state of discipline, and such as to call 
for the commendation of gentlemen of the navy on several occa- 
sfbns. " * 

2230. Why would one vessel of 1300 or 1400 tons carry as 
much tea as four or five vessels of 500 tons ?—There is a greater 
capacity of hold ; they take the cargoes regularly; they are of 
such immense extent that there is less breakage and less da- 
mage. 

2231.. What would be the rate of insurance under correspond¬ 
ing circumstances of a large vessel and a small one?—There is 
not any difference made at Lloyd’s, except preference; and 
sometirftes the underwriter gets a policy of more risk tacked on 
to the supposed less risk in the Company’s ship!. 

2232. How many ships homeward-tound with tea have been 
lost in your experience ?—I have no recollection of any since 
the Ganges, which I think must have been in 1806 or 1807. • 

2233. Whete was the Ganges lost ?—She foundered off the 
Cape. She was a ship that was Built with scantling not eqqal 
to her size, and she was repaired at*B©mbay after having sprung 
a leak. 

2234. How many ships have brought tea homeward since 
1806?—I think the average is from twenty-one to twenty^three 
or twenty-four of the class of 1200 tons. 

2235. Then there have been about five hundred ships in that 
period ?—About that number. 

2236. You attribute this small proportion of casualties to the 
superior quality of the ships?—Yes; and the car# that is taken 
in their outfit. 

• 2237/ Supposing that the trade required twenty ships of the 
size which you Ijave stated, and thaf of a smaller class eighty 
would be required, what, according to the least calculation of 
freight, would be the tonnage of the eighty ships; would it be 
a larger or a less Charge of freight ?—As a matter of calculation, 
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2238. By what calculation do you come to that conclusion ? 

—There is a great facility in the large ships in receiving the 
cargo as it comes alongside. It is sent from Canton in boats 
containing 500 or 600 quarter-chests of tea; in the large ships 
they are taken in and put into their place immediately, for there 
is a greater extent of space to stow them, and they are not moved 
again. <■ 

2239. Would not the freight upon the large ships come to a 
smaller sum of money than upon the smaller ships ? —The average 
freight of a large ship at present to China varies from £20 to £22 
a ton out and home, taking it to India and China. The tenders 
are by open competition, and the lowest tender is always taken. 

2240. What would be the freight of a smaller ship ?—I have 
never sailed in « wivtfier ship, and therefore I am not capable of 
judging; but witji the harbour expenses in China of £2 a ton, 
and the various equipments, I can hardly conceive they could do 
it under £16 a ton, paying all charges. 

2241. Then would it be cheaper to employ large ships or small 
ones ?—In a pecuniary point of view I should think the smaller 
would be cheaper. 

2242. What would be the insurance of a vessel of the large 
class?—I l\ave paid myself £6 per cent, insurance out and home 
upon the double^ voyage. 

^2243. Was that in peace or in war?—During the present 
peace. I have only commanded ships since 1817. 

m 2244. What.would be the insurance during war?—Twelve 
guineas per cent. 

2245. Do you know whether the Americans introduce, by 
struggling, articles into consumption in China?—I have not seen 
it, but I have not the least doubt of it. 

2246. Do you think they could supply that market with bene¬ 
fit, by means of smuggling, which the Company do not engage 
in ?—-Under the shadow of the .Company, 1 think they do often. 

2247. cDo you mean that the Company assist in smuggling ?— 

No, I do not; but they make use of the Company’s name. They 

have not the Company’s sanction; but goods are made up, as 

fvoollens, in the shape of Company’s bales, the Company’s marks 

are on them, and they are pasi&d as Company’s bales when they 

are not so. * • 

* > 

2248. Where are the*goods unshipped?—At Whampoa; all 

ships unload at Whampoa. . ‘ 

2249. Have you known any instances, within your own obser¬ 
vation, of this practice ?—I have seen a bale or two in the Chi- 
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nese merchant's hongs that had been passed as Company’s bales 
that were American. 

2250. That you knew to have been American?—They were 
pointed out to me as*American, and they were not quite correctly 
marked, ant^ I have not the least doubt that they were American. 

5251. Is it the general practice with the Americans to dispose 
of their outward investments and manufactured goods with a 
view of smuggling into China, and by whom are they smuggled? 
— I am not aware that the Americans can smuggle cargoes into 
China. They trade openlf like other traders to China, except 
in opium: opium is a prohibited article. But I am not aware 
that the Americans are under any necessity of smuggling. 

. 2252. Do they not dispose of their cargoes to the Hong mer¬ 
chants, who smuggle them ?— I anftot aware of that. 

2253. What did you mean by stating that the Americans 
smuggled under the shadow of the Company ?—If I made use 
ofctlie word smuggle, it is*perhaps stronge^tljpn I am entitled 
to use. I do not mean that they evaded the duties in China, 
but that the parcels were made up in the slApe of the Com¬ 
pany’s goods, and sold as such when they were not so. 

• 2254. Are you aware that woollens sent out by other ships 
are not of the same quality as the woollens sent out in the Com¬ 
pany’s ships ?—There is not that care and attention : they «are 
often Company’s rejected goods that are taken out by indi¬ 
viduals. 

2255^ How do you know that they are not so good ?—By 
seeing some of them opened sometimes, and knowing that goods 
that have been rejected have been offered to me as a merchant, 
and the same goods I have known to have been sent out. 

2256. Can you state the year when that occurred ?—It is not 
confined to one year. 

2257. Can you give the Committee any instance of it ?—In 

1819, in 1821, and in 1823. | 

2258. Were those goods offered to you at a lower price than 
the Company had stipulated to give?—Being rejected by the 
Company, they were thrown back upon the merchants’ hands, 
and they were willing to sell them for what they could get." 

2259. Was the merchant, who offered them to.you in Eng¬ 
land?—Yes. 

2260. Do you believe that the goods rejected by the East- 
Tndiu Company afterwards find their way to China, and are sold ? 
—I have not tne least doubt of iti 

2261. Are you aware whether they%re jsold for less than the 
Company’s goods?— Sgme I have kqown sold equal, without 
the bale being often eel, with the .Company’s mark. 

2262. .How can they have the Company’slnark if they were 
not exnorted hv tfte Company ?—To*a Chinese it would appear 
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V there is an I, there is a C or an L instead of an E ; but to the 
apt. . Chinese the English characters are unknown, and the appear¬ 

ance of the mark is the same to them, though not really so. 

2263. So that they have not the Company’s markjn reality ?— 
No; but it is what, at a short distance, a European would lake 
to be the Company’s mark. 

2264. With this facility of imposition, is the Company’s 
mark of any great importance in the Chinese market?—It is a 
guarantee to any bale that has the ntark upon it. 

2265. If an imitation can be so easily effected as to impose 
upon the Chinese, can the real mark be of.any great importance 
in the Chinese market ?—Experience may prove that they are 
mistaken in this mark, and they may begin to analyze it. . I am 
speaking now of the early part of the time when they took it for 
granted that it was the Company’s mark. 

2266. Have tfcp *&ses of deception* to which you allude boon 
numerous ?-—If one or two came under an individual’s observa¬ 
tion like myself, ‘who had a great deal to attend to, I think they 
must be numerous. 

2267. If they are numerous, what importance can you attach 

to the Company's mark ?—I myself, as an individual, attach 
every importance to it, and those who are in the habit of dealing 
with the Company know it. • 

2268. You attach importance to it because you ore able to 

distinguish* the genuine mark from the forged mark ; but with 
respect to the Chinese, whom you have stated as being incapable 
of making that distinction, what importance can they attach to 
the Company’s mark ?—They take them all to be the Company’s 
mark, and they are taken up the country with that mark on 
them. * 

2&69. If they are taken*up the country wi\h the forged 
marks as well as the real majjks, is there any importance attach¬ 
ed to the real marks ?—I can only say that they are all taken up 
as real. 

2270. Supposing a case occurred in which the Company’s 

mark, 4 either in reality or in imitation, were not upon a bale, 
would it pass current into the Country ? —I think it would be 
opened. * * 

2271. How many pounds of tea do you reckon to be carried 
by the ton in a large vessel ?—The black tea and the green are 
different, the green tea being more bulky and lighter; 900 cwt. 

I think, of black tea. ^ - 

2272. What difference is made in the freight in consequence* 

of goiftg to India instead 5f proceeding direct tp China ?—There 
is generally a deduction of 30,?.‘per ton foitthe circuitous route ; 
30s. are deductetf for the double voyage between the t#vo inter¬ 
mediate ports. * % . 
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can send a ship loaded with troops to Madras, and thence to - 

China, for 30s. less than sending it direct to China ?—Thirty C(i P LR ‘Alsagcr. 
shillings more. 

2^74, Supposing a ship to sail direct to Calcutta, and another 
direct to Canton, would there, or not, be any difference in the 
freight ? The freight to Calcutta would be less than the freight 
to Carfton, because there are so many harbour charges in 
Canton; but what the difference would be I could not say. 

2275. Would there be any other difference than the harbour 

charges ?—1 am not aware of any other difference ; they are 
very heavy. . 

2276. Do you know the present amount of freight to Cal¬ 
cutta ?—I have seen such variety that I can hardly quote any 
criterion. 

2277. You have’stated that upon a large ship the harbour 

chdVges at Canton would anfount to £1 a ton, and «pon a smaller 
ship £2 a ton; will you state what the items would be ?—The 
Chinese measure from the centre of the fore-mast to the centre 
of the mizen-mast, and from outside to outside ; the depth is 
ndt mentioned. There is a great space in a large ship between 
the centre of the fore-mast and the bows; there is also a large 
space between the centre of the mizen-mast and the stern, 
which is fiot measured, and there is a depth of seventeen feet 
in the hold*whereas a small ship has only about twelve or 
thirteen.. * 

2278. The difference then arises from the large*ship not being 
sufficiently measured by the Chinese ?—There is a greater space 
unmeasured. 

2279. You have stated, that there is a greafradvantage in. 

carrying on thg trade in large ships ; supposing that to be the 
case, why could not the private tradfer carry on his business in 
large ships also ?—The officers of th| large ships are trained up 
for several years; they sail in the different grades during their 
various voyages, till the time they arrive at the command: they 
are better capable of undertaking the responsibility and tlie care 
of the concern than an individual put in there at once wfould 
be. ■ . # 

2280. fan you state whether the*officers of the Company’s 
ships import teas from India to China ?—'They do in their pri¬ 
vate investments. 

2281. What quantity of tea ddfes a captain import?—He is 
allowed fifty-six tons upon a ship of 120^ tons. 

2282. What is the chjcf mate allowed?—They are all stated 

in the book of regulations; I think 103 is the sum total of the 
commander and officers. • 

22Q3. From.whAn do the officers*of the Company’s ships 
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purchase their tea ?—Generally of Hong merchants, if we can 
get them. 

2284. Do you often find difficulty in getting them from the 
Hong merchants?—Not a great difficulty; wc like that the 
person who secures our ships should buy our cargp. 

2285, Do they often purchase tea from the outside mer¬ 
chants ?—I have never purchased tea from the outside mer¬ 
chants. I have heard that officers have done it sometimes for 
barter, at great risk, and at great Joss in quality. When they 
have returned to China, the person has not been found that 
they bought the tea from. 


2286. Are all the younger officers competent to the manage¬ 
ment of that transaction ?—The duty of their office requires too 
much attention generally for them to engage much in trade ; 
and, as such, generally the commander has paid them a cer¬ 
tain sum for their investment. 


2287. What ftodS'he pay, commonly speaking, for their ton¬ 
nage ?—It varies according to the amount of investment in 
China, and the difficulty of remitting home, from £20 to £40 
a ton. 

2288. Has it ever been higher than £40 a ton ?—I have never 
paid more. 

2289. What is the amount of per-centage paid by the Com¬ 

pany’s officers to the Company?—I do not know : upoh the ton 
it is about 25 per cent. • 

2290. Was it not larger formerly than it is now ?—It was 33 
formerly. * 

2291. When did the*reduction take place ?—I am not very 
competent to speak to the time: I suppose ten years. It was 

"previous to my being a commander. , 

2292. Can you state the amount of the tea annually exported 
by the officers' privilege P-I-It. varies very much ; because an 
officer that has a large capital cannot afford to invest his capital 
in tea, because tea embraces but a small sum. 

2293. Did you ever know it amount to 2,000,000 of pounds 
in any one year ?—I cannot, answer that. 

2294. Have you ever had any bad tea delivered to you ?— I 
have always’dealt with the •Hong merchants, and I have never 
had any bad tea, I have been very fortunate in that respect. A 
number of my brother officers, that have dealt with the outside 

* merchants, jiave suffered greatly from having bad tea. 

2295. Will you mentjop an instance in which an officer has 
had bad tea sold tahim by an outside merchant ? —I think J 
recoKect Captain Nairno is one. , 

2296. In what year was that?—-1822 «r 1'824, I believe. 

2297. Where ks the tea so brought by the officers sold?—At 

the East-india Company’s sales. * 
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2298. How soon after the arrival of any ship is the privileged 
tea disposed of?—At the very first quarterly sale afterwards. 

2299. Have you ever known any of the privileged teas re¬ 
fused by the buyers ?—None of my own ; and, speaking per¬ 
sonally, I know of none. I have heard of others, but I cannot 
speak to individual cases. 

2300. You cannot then speak of the extent of it ?—No. 

2301. Do you consider that privileged tea is of better or 
worse quality than what is purchased by the Company ?—We 
are very often glad to takfe what the Company has rejected, 
and I think the tea is a grade lower. 

2302. Does it sell for less in the sales at the India-House ?— 
Sometimes we buy it in smaller boxes, and that is an advan¬ 
tage ; but I think, generally speaking, it fetches rather less 
than more. 

2303. Do you deal entirely yourselves, or do you deal through 
tlje Company’s Factory ir\ China?—Entirely ourselves. » 

2304. Could you state, upon an average,of your several 

voyages, what profit the tea so imported by privilege has given ? 
—The last voyage I gained but little or nothing by the tea; 
that is, if I reckon the dollar at 5s. The dollar is considered 
as current at 5 s. in Canton, though it is worth only 4,v. Id.; but 
if we make it 5a. home, we consider ourselves fortunate. We 
sell our'outward investments by the dollar at 5s., and then if 
we get our money home at 5,y. we consider ourselves.fortunate. 
This last time I scarcely did that. » 

2305. If the dollar is worth 4s. Id., and you* get it home tit 
5s., is not that getting a profit of nearly 25 per cent. ?—Then 
we reckon the same upon the outward investment upon the 
dollar when it is not so. 

23$G. Then, in reality, taking the pound sterling you disbqrse, 
and the pounH sterling you realize, what is, upon an average, 
the profit of the privileged trade ?--Tf it is ten per cent., upon 
the money invested, I consider that a’very good return indeed. 

2307. Have the woollen goods you took out been profitable 
or not?—By no means ; I have lost by them. 

2308. Were the goods that you lost by, the rejected goods of 
which you spoke?—Some were. 

2309. ^Are the rejected goods of the Company commonly to 
bebouglit in London ?—I think they may be. 

2310. What is the sort of tea that the Company’s officers 
generally bring over?—It varied according to the individual’s 
choice. 

2311. Is it commonly tea of the lowpr price, or of the higher 
price ?—Lately it has been the .lower price : some time ago it 
was rather in the highest priced teas ; but people do not buy 
the higlnJlsl priced/cus now, 

' ’ < 2 K 
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2312. When you say you are content with ten per cent, 
profit, what allowance do you make for the freight in that?— 
If I purchase freight, I reckon that in as charges of merchan¬ 
dize ; if it is my own privilege, I do not reckon it. 

2313. How do you reckon it?-—I reckon it in the privileges 
and allowances of the voyage. 

2314. So that, even including your privilege of freight, still 
your voyage does not give you more than 10 per cent. ?—I am 
speaking of the bringing the tea home. If I speak individually, 
I have been more fortunate than perhaps I deserve: there are 
other individuals who have suffered, and perhaps lost money by 
it. I should say the average does not admit that. 

2315. You mean to say that, according to your judgment, 
and what you have heard from your brother officers in the same 
trade, 10 per cent, is as much as is made home, throwing in the 
freight for nothing ?—Yes, I should think it was. If I brought 
forward unfortunate instances, there, are several commande-s 
who have gone there four or five voyages, and they are bank¬ 
rupts from having been unfortunate in their trade. I should 
think that where one man has succeeded, five almost have failed 
in making that. 

2316. Notwithstanding they had a great portion of the freight 
fortoothing ?—Yes. 

2317. How comes it that the Company, paying a very heavy 
freight, make a very profitable trade with China; while their 
officers, who do their own business, getting the freight for 
nothing at all, should make it answer so ill?—We have a large 
accumulation of goods sometimes in China that we are glad to 
sell; and there is a difficulty in remitting our money home. 
We have more capital, generally, than we can put in our privi¬ 
lege, therefore*we are very glad to select those articles in which 
we can invest the greatest sum. 

•2318. You have stated t|at the average freight of ships is 
from £20 to £23; are yott aware that there are ships now em¬ 
ployed by the Company receiving £27 a ton ?—I am not aware 
of it. 

2319. You have commanded one of the Company’s own 
ships ?—i have. c 

2320/ How many ships hjfve they ?—Eight. 

2321. Are you aware what is the rate of freight per ton, out 
«nd home, on the Company’s own ships?—No, I am not aware. 

2322. Do *you suppose the| sail cheaper than they could be 
contracted for ?—I am not prepared to answer upon that point. 

2323. You have stated considerable Josses'which have been 
suffered by commanders of those ships; cijn ybu state whether, 
upon a voyage to* China, a commander of a Company’s ship is 
not expected to make from £10,000 to ./20,000?—I have 
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heard of such things, I do not believe them; I had no experience 
to that extent myself, 

2324. Have you never heard that £30,000 have been made ? 

t have heard of men speculating in a particular article, by 
wljich they»were either ruined or made; but I do not consider 
that a criterion of the general merchant. 

23g5. Could you give the Committee any idea of the average 
of five voyages?—A double voyage is considered a grc&t ad¬ 
vantage, from the circumstance of getting passengers, and 
turning our capital three times; and, generally speaking, I 
should say if a commander were on those voyages to clear 
.€5,000,1 think he is <a very fortunate man indeed; but I should 
say there are many that do not make that. 

2326. Then you mean to say, that upon the average of the 
Company’s larger ships, as far as you know, the commanders do 
not make £5,000 a voyage?*—I should think not. We are 
tfaders singly upon our *own capital, and* p*qjiaps we ere not 
very communicative about it; but that is th^ impression upon 
my mind. 

2327. Have you been from Bombay to China ? — I have. 

2328. What portion of the freight are you, as commander, 
allowed from Bombay to China?—Two fifths of the ship. 

2329. How many tons will that be in a 1300 ton ship?— 
About 500 tons. 
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2330. What is the rate of freight per ton you receive upon 

cotton ?—There is a deduction on the part of the Company of 
£2 per ton from the privilege allowed to the commander. • I 
have been very glad to get a little freight, if I could, to fill up 
this privilege; but, generally speaking, I have lost by the 
cotton from Bombay to China. * « 

2331. What is the highest freight you ever got per candy ?— 

Thirty-two rupees. The Bombay, rupee is only worth Is. 8c?. 
to 2s. . 


2332. That is about 64 rupees a ton?—About that. 

2333. That would leave, after the deduction of £2 per ton, 
£4 per ton profit, which on 500 tons would be £2,000 rV-Yes ; 
but to get a little freight we art? often obliged to buy cotton, so 
that I have had half freight and*half purchases: the latter I 
have lost by. 

2334. Is that every voyage, or only occasionally ?—I lost 
two voyages out of three. 

2335. How do you account for*, commanders being so very 
anxious to obtain double voyages when they lose by them ?— 
There are more‘opportunities of gaining. 

2336. Is not a double voyagfe the first object to be obtained 

from the court ?—No doubt it is, because‘it gives you three 
opportunities instead of one. * 
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2337. But, in your opinion, they are very often attended with 
loss instead of gain ?—I know it. 

2338. You have stated certain advantages which a large ship 
had in the China trade; do you consider a* 1200 ton ship more 
convenient to go up the Canton river than a 500 or 600 ton 
ship?—The Company’s class of 1200 ton ships are fully equal'; 
they are handy and manageable, and 1 have never known any 
accident happen to them in going up. I have gone up some¬ 
times without a pilot. 


2339. Does not a 600 ton ship load entirely at Whampoa ?— 
She would do it; but as they have to pass the bar, they often 
take in their water and provisions below. A large ship could 
do the same, but it is not prudent to do so. I have known 
them fill up at Whampoa, with the exception of the stores; but, 
generally speaking, they go with a light draught of water, to 
avoid risk. 


2340. Do yqv. consider it any disadvantage in a large ship 

not being able to load or unload at Whampoa ?—It is very 
trifling ; I think The difference is not to be mentioned. A ship 
could, if she chose, take her entire cargo in there. I have gone 
over that bar, having twenty-five feet water; our ships, when 
they go down, at the utmost draw twenty-one or twenty-two 
feet, so that there are three feet to spare ; but lest there should 
be any stoppage, it is not considered prudent to load till after 
they have passed the bar. M 

2341. Sbice you have been trading to China have you not 
seen a class of tvery large country ships at Canton ?—I have 
seen several ships that were afterwards in the Company’s 
employ. 

2342. Are ypu not aware that the practice now is to. use 
smaller ships, and that they now employ 500 to 700 ton ships ? 
—There are several of the larger ships that have disappeared 
from the market. 

2343. Are you aware that the Americans had one or two 
ships of 1000 or 1200 tons to China for a few voyages?—I 
recollect one. 

2344. Are you not aware that they have also given up that 
practice ?—I am not aware o£that. • 

2345. Did you never hear in India the reason why the builders 
and merchants in India have reduced the size of ships trading 
tt> China ?—No, I have not heard it mentioned. 

2346. You do not supposg, tfien, that it is owing to the large 

ships being found incQnv'enient ?—I have never heard so. From 
all 1 have seen, they like«the larger ships; I never heard any 
objection to them. . ^ 

2347. Have you* any doubt that if they found it more profit¬ 
able to use larger ships than smaller ships, the s uscsof the larger 
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was the occasion of their being smaller I cannot say. - 

2348. Would not the demand measure the profits ?—I should 11 e 
think every individual is guided a good deal by his own specu¬ 
lations. • 

2349. If the majority of individuals have abandoned the 
larger.ships for the smaller in this branch of trade, have you 
any doubt that they found it more profitable to use the smaller ? 

—I can only judge by my ^wn experience ; I am speaking of 
the advantage of the large ones. 

2350. Were you ever on board any of the ships that had been 
freighted to take teasf to North America ?—I have seen them, 
hut I have not been on board of them. 

2351. Of what size are they?—About 500 to 600 tons 

2352. Do you know what freight is paid ?—I think that the 
twjo last ships were 600 tpns, the Lord William Bentincjt and 
the Kennaway : they were taken circuitously, and they returned 
by way of China. I think they were rated at *ten guineas per 
ton home from China. 

• 2353. Then it appears that the Company are freighting ships 
at £23 a ton, and the other ships are going at ten guineas ?— 

The breakage and damage is very great in small ships; £23 are 
out and home; ten guineas merely from China to America. 

2354. Have \ou ever seen any return of the amount of 

breakage and damage in small ships of 500 or 700 tofts, as com¬ 
pared with that of your larger ships ?—No. I» the Waterloo's 
cargo, that I commanded for four voyages, the average had not 
been ten chests a voyage out of about 14,000. In a smaller ship I 
once was an officer, in the old Britannia, and there the damage 
was very great; she was a 770 ton ship of th<?old class ; the? 
damage was fVbm breakage, and the small space that there Is to 
stow the tea cargo in. The less the tea cargo is removed the 
better; and in our larger ships the teais«placed immediately where 
it is intended to remain for the voyage. In a small ship the boat 
comes alongside with 500 or 600 chests of tea that must be 
taken out of the boat; it is placed upon the deck rcatfy for 
stowage, and it is frequently mowed five or six times before it is 
stowed away. • # ' • • 

2355. ■Then the damage arises from their taking the boat along¬ 
side, and not keeping it there till the cargo is properly stowed ? 

—They must not keep it alongside longer than the day, excepr 
at an extra charge. m 

• 2356. What is the ordinary size of the boats that carry them? 

—About 50J) or 600 cliosts. • • 

2357. Then one considerable -advantage of the large ships is 
the facility of stowing rapidly the tea taken *on board ?—It is 
very great indeed.* _ • 
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8 Mar. 1830. 2358. Are not the owners answerable for the damage ?— 

—— I believe they are. 

(fipt.R.yJhagrr. 2359. How does it signify to the Company, if they get the quan¬ 
tity of tea they send home and the owners pay for the damage? 
—It is advantageous to the Company to have th,“ir teas hpme, 
and it would be a great loss to the owners. If it exceeds 
£3,000 the damage comes upon the Company. 

2360. Are you aware that in the large ships the damage ever 

amounts to £3,000 in one cargo ?—I have never heard, except 
by accident. ' f 

2361. Have you ever heard of any such proportion of damage 
in any of the small ships that have brought tea, having gone 
circuitously by New South Wales?—I have merely heard indis¬ 
criminately, that the damage was greater in the two small ships 
that I spoke of, the Lord William Bentinck and the Kennaway, 
but I had not the precise quantity. 

2362. Why^do the Company give *£20 or £23 a ton for One 
ship, when they can get another for ten guineas, and when the 
damaged tea is paid for by the owners on coming home ?—When 
the Company open tenders for ships, the lowest tender is taken, 
I suppose: if they could afford to sail them lower, they would 
tender lower. 

*2363. Are you not aware that that depends upon the condi¬ 
tions offered by the Company as to the equipment, of'the num¬ 
ber of men, the number of guns, and the quantity of stores ? 
—Certainly, I am aware of that. 

. 2364*. Is it ift>t the case, that the ships which you have stated 
to be freighted at £10 from China for the North American 
colonies, have the advantage of taking what freight they are 
able to NewJSouth Wales, or any intermediate voyage?—I 
‘suppose that in their calculation's they reckoned up what they 
expected to make in their intermediate voyage, when they made 
tj,ie tender for coming from China. 

2365. What proportion of freight do you think a ship would 
cam on such a voyage ?—I am not prepared to say; 1 have not 
made any calculation that bears upon that. 

2366. Would the Company hire a ship to go direct to Canton 
and come back to America, at*the freight which you have stated 
of £10* a ton, supposing that she gained upon the outward 
freight ?—I am not aware what the tenders of the Company 
were. I have now been retired from their service about four 

'years, but I believe they have 4 been reduced nearly every year. 

2367. Have not also, ships bound on such voyages the advan¬ 

tage of freight from' North America to England, or any other* 
ports*? — No doubt that* enters into the calculation, because 
several of them have brought timber home; but I cannot speak 
of that, having ifo local knowledge of it. ^ 

2368. Do not those infermediate freights operate so .as to 
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diminish the charge of freight from China to North America?— 8 Mar. 1830. 

What calculation the owners make I am not aware; but, of t - 

course, they calculate those advantages when they put in for C a P*-R-Alsager. 
the lowest tender. 

2369. Are they not advantages which enable a ship to be 
hired at a smaW rate ?— If I could get £2 per ton from America, 
of course that I should reckon an advantage exclusive of the 
tender J made to the Company. 

2370. Is not any voyage which those ships may make in fheir 
' return to America entirely a qew voyage, and may not a ship 

returning to England just as well take into her calculation any 
new voyage she may undertake either to America or elsewhere ? 

—I think she reckons*in every advantage during her voyage, 
frofn the time she leaves England till she returns again. 

2371. Having made one voyage, is a ship-owner entitled to 
calculate any subsequent profitable voyages which the ship may 
take, totally unconnected with the voyage in question ?—They 
majr enter into specific agreements to take teas»/rom China to 
America at so much a ton, and the remainder of their voyage is 
entirely at their own command. 

2372. Are you aware that the Company have three classes of 

equipment for their ships; the full equipment, which is called 
the Company's regular ships; the second equipment, which 
consists of ships taken up after their voyages are out; and the 
third cqufpment of smaller ships taken up for individual voyages : 
will you state what constitutes the difference of those classes as 
to equipments, first, for instance, in the number of cables and 
the number of sets of sails?—I will commence with the Waterloo^ 
which was under my command: she carried thirty-six guns; 
there is room for more, but thirty-six is the number she carries; 
in peace she carries 130 men as her complement, and five to 
cover casualties, and 10 marine boys. * • 

2373. Are you aware how many she carried in war ?—She 
was built after the war was concluded. I should think she would 
carry about the same, unless there were some special service. 

2374*. Then the Company continue the same number of men 
and guns in their ships in time of peace as they did in time of 
war?—Just the same. * 

2375. Do the ships carry their guns.in the hold ?—It is against 

all rule and strict orders of the Company. • 

2376. How many men is that per ton ?—One man for every 
ten tons. 

2377. How many suits of saMs did you carry ?—We have 

always one quite new, one nearly new, -what we call one-third 
worn, and the other that has been the t previous voyage, and is 
what we call half*worn; there are three complete suits 6f the 
principal sails. • B 

2378. tlowynany cables?—We ha^e always two new hempen 
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8 Alar. 1&30. cables every voyage, and we have lately been in the habit of 

- using an iron cable ; there are generally three that have been 

Capi.fi.Phaser. t h e p rcv ious voyage, and an iron cable, six cables in all. 

2379. What number of guns and what number of men do the 
second class of ships take, those that haye gone their voyages 
and that are taken to go one or twd Voyages more?—There 
have been various reductions, and I aj& ftot competent to'speak 
to the extent of them; but of some thftt Were taken up upon a 
reduced scale, the 1200 ton ship*|jrai$' reduced..|o; eighty men 
and the officers were also reduceiipFnut 1 cannot say exactly to 
what extent. 


2380. Were not the stores and other equipments reduced in 
proportion? — They were; and there was not that attention to 
the new equipment. 

2381. With respect to the third class of ships, from 400 to GOO 

tons that they take up, are you aware what proportion of men 
per ton, and of stores, they bear to those ydu have stated ?—I 
am net competent to answer that question. •’ 

2382. Are yqu not aware that they are considerably lower?— 

The proportion to China, I should think, on the large ships, would 
require very nearly ten men per 100 tons; I suppose it would be 
six men per 100 tons upon some of the smaller ships. * 

2383. What purpose do you understand is gained by carrying 
as many men in time of peace as in time of war ?—Our voyages 
are long, and we arc not aware what changes may take place 
between our sailing and our arriving, and we are at all times 
ready and'prepared for war. 

# 2384. Do ydu mean that the establishment of an Indiaman is 
the same now as it was in the year 1815 ?—The same. 

2385. Do you carry the same proportion of ammunition, gun¬ 
powder, balls, and so on ?—The same. 

2386. Have you ever seen any ships in China without any 
guns?—Not Company’s ships, except those that have been taken 
f‘dr one voyage. 

2387. Are you aware whether the ships to Canada carry any 
guns?—I am not aware what guns they carry. 

2388. Have you ever known any of the Company’s ships cap¬ 
tured by pirates ?—Never I was in China as chief officer of the 
Grenville, a*900 ton ship* at the time when Lord Amherst 
arrived in China, and there was only an American ship there 
besides ourselves, and I was applied to by an American in a 

~small boat to say that his ship was in a state of mutiny, and that 
they had takfcn the ship from 1 them ; that the commander was 
confined; he had jumped out of the stern window into a boat, 
and he had come to me (or relief. I thought .the best way was 
to take a force sufficient to quell them without, more resistance, 
therefore I went \vith two quarter-boats aiftl regained possession 
of the ship. 1 then asked the commander., what 1 should do 
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with the mutineers; he said he wished to have them set on 8 Mar. 18:io. 
shore. I would have taken them myself, for they were stout { R~Msa<rer 
men, and only wanted a little better management: but my cap- np ’ ‘ sager ' 
tain was in Canton, and I could not do it without his permission ; 

I therefore landed them on French Island, opposite Whampoa. 

Tliht ship could not get secured till those men were taken up to 
Canton. I should remark, that the Factory thought I had taken 
rathea a responsibility upon myself in setting those men on 
shore; but I thought that in a case of mutiny I must be guided 
by my own feelings, and to ^lieye the ship and the officers from 
danger was the first consideration, and therefore I only required 
a letter from the commander, exonerating me from responsibility 
in what I had done. * 

2389. Where did you set them on shore ?—, At French Island. 

2390. Will you have the goodness to read the letter ?—The 

letter is addressed, to myself, from Mr. Law, the supercargo of 
tlip Lion, and it enclosed a certificate of two American gentle¬ 
men, passengers on boaref the ship. The lettflP of the v super- 
cargo is as follows : • 

“ Sir:—Captain Champlin will have a declaration addressed to 
• you, and signed by the two American gentlemen who were on board 
the ship Lion, at Whampoa, when the mutiny took place on the 
Kith instant, and who entreated your assistance (by request ofQap- 
tain Ctyimplin) to retake our ship from the mutineers, and liberate 
the officers, together with myself, then confined in the cabin. The 
facts staWd in the declaration above alluded to were all-well known 
to me, and your very friendly compliance with the request of 
Captain Champlin, ia putting us in possession of %ur ship and land¬ 
ing the mutineers, demands my particular thanks and acknowledg¬ 
ments, which I beg you will accept, and present the same to the 
officer of your ship who accompanied you. I remain your obliged 
ambmost obedient servant, William Law , Supercargo of the shift 
Lion. Cantqn, June 28th, 1816.” . 

The certificate which accompanied the letter was as follows :~ 

“ We, the undersigned, citizens of tfie United States of America, 
do hereby certify to all whom it may concern, that on the 12th day 
of June 1816, we took passage on board the ship Lion, Captain 
Adam Champlin, of New York, from Macao for Whampoa, .where 
said ship arrived and anchored about two o’clock p. m. on the next 
day; and that at about four o’cloclcof the same day, whilg we were 
on boajjd, a most serious mutiny toolc place, part of the crew of said 
ship refusing to do their duty; and when the said Captain and other 
officers of said ship attempted to enforce obedience, they were at-^ 
tacked with handspikes and other weapons in a rqpst daring and* 
outrageous manner, and driven front the deck into the cabin, after 
, having received several wounds: thus the’ship was in possession of 
said mutineers. • The undersigned durjng the affray escaped from 
said ship ofl boand some Chinese boats, and being requested By said 
Captain Chamnlin, %e went on board theH. Ej I. Company’s ship 
Grenvikle, anfHi&kcd for assistance to regain possession of said ship 
Lioji: that accordingly Mr, R. Alsag^L chief officer of said Com- 

4 * J. 
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s Mar. 1 MO. panj’s ship, with two boats* crews and one other officer, returned 

- with us on board the said ship Lion, finding her officers still con- 

Cnpt. it Alsager. fined to the cabin and the mutineers in possession ofthe decks. That 
said Mr. R. Alsager, by request of said Captain Champlin, and for 
security of said ship Lion, took out ten of the seamen concerned in 
the mutiny, and set them ashore at French Island (so* called), which 
measure was in our opinion necessary and justifiable in said Captain 
Champlin, by whose request and particular desire every act of said 
Mr. R. Alsager was authorized and executed in the most prompt and 
friendly manner. In witness wh6rfeof we now address this testi¬ 
mony to the said Mr. R. Alsager, ft the city of Canton, this 23d 
day of June 1816. 

“ George W. Sturgis—Philip Ammidon .” 

• 

2391. What was the name ofthe ship?—The Lion. 

2392. How mahy tons was she ?—Between 400 and 500 tons. 

2393. IIow many men had she on board? —I think two or 

three and thirty ; I took ten out of her, and left them on French 
Island. «*. r 

2394. Have you ever known any other case of that kind with 
ti»e Americans ?—No, I have riot. This occurred in my own 
knowledge : I have no account of any other mutiny taking place 
in the river. 

£395. Have you ever known any mutiny or disturbance on 
board any English ship during the time you have been there ?— 
I have never seen one. 

2396. Have you ever heard of any American ship having been 
captured by pistes in the China or Indiqjn sea? —There were 
ofhe or two small ships seen about Banca or Caspar a little pre¬ 
vious, and not heard of afterwards, and it is supposed they weve 
taken by pirates ; and I have seen the wreck of a small ship at 
•Banca, that wots said to have been taken by pirates. 

2397. Is it not frequent that country ships have been lost in 
tljat way ?—Not frequently, there have been cases of it. 

2398. Do you know thfe names of the two American ships that 
you think were lost in that way ?—-No, they were low ships. 

2399. Were they ships trading with China?— I cannot 
exactly say. The ship I have 4 spoken of, in which the mutiny 
happened, wjis a regular China trader, but I do not know with 
respect to the others. 

2400. Have you any doubt whatever, that the high freight 
■paid by the Company for their ships depends entirely on the 
large equipment they are requited to keep up ?—That equipment 
must be a great consideration with the owners. 

2401. What is your Opinion, as a seaman of.. many years’ 
practice, as to the necessity of keeping such large equipments of 
stores of every kind, judging from your own experience of what 
were brought back and what were used ?—Very often during the 
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voyage I have been able to dispose of stores to meet the ship's 8 Mar. 1830. 

disbursements, and I have been very fortunate in my voyage in - 

not meeting with accidents, and therefore I have had a large ac- C«pt'it.AiMger.‘ 
cumulation of stores pn that account to dispose of. 

24-02. From the intercourse you have had with the comman¬ 
ders of large‘ships, what is the general opinion you have formed 
upon that subject ?—I should think there is an abundance of 
stores* 

2403. Supposing you were carrying on trade on your own 
account, would you consider it proper or advantageous to carry 
such a large supply of stores as those ships are furnished with ? 

— As an individual, 1 might retrench those stores at a risk, and 
from a feeling that I w*hs not to meet with accidents : prudence 
would not admit of any very great retrenchment. 

2404. Are you not aware that traders going to different 
parts of India frorp England go with very reduced quantity of 
stores indeed compared with the Company’s ?—Yes, they do. I 
have seen them sometimeS meet with accidents^ and theft they 
have bought stores at four times the amount at # which they could 
have got them in the original port. J have been applied to once 
or twice, as commanding a Company’s ship, whether I could 
spare spars or cordage. 

2405. Do you recollect a Company’s ship ever having occa¬ 

sion to ljuy stores at a ruinous price, to repair damages?*— I 
had very great damage when I was quite a junior officer: we were 
struck by lightning, and the foremast was set on fire,’ which we 
cut away, and to replace that foremast we had to # pay a large 
sum. • # 

2400. Are you aware that typhoons occasionally occur in 
the China seas?—I am. 

244)7. Have you not known a large portiowof the fleet dis¬ 
masted, and stores of every kind purchased at a great expense ? 

—Lately ships have arrived in China safe; but I was in a 
typhoon in the Neptune in 1809, qpd the True Briton went 
down near us. 

2408. Do you consider those accidents ?—Yes, accidents that 
no man can foresee. 

2409. Notwithstanding those«accidents, do not the present 
class of merchant ships go at a njuch smaller eejuipn^nt than 
the Company’s do?—I think they go with fewer stores. 

2410. Have you any doubt that they go with one-fourth the 
quantity of stores that the regular ships have ?—I know that 
small ships in the merchant sdlvice take cables* voyage after 

t vo} r age : and if they lie in the tier, well and good; but if they 
meet with agale*of wind in which they have to ride out, I should 
rather have a lftnv cable than an old one, and feel grateful for 
the Cony>an^g*caution. « 

*2411. Docs tbC quantity of stores affect tic insurance?—I 
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think the underwriters have that confidence in the equipment of 
an East-Indiaman that they never look at them. 

2412. Which mode of conveyance is cheapest on the whole, 
a Company's ship uninsured and at a higher freight, or a private 
one insured, throwing in the premium ?-—I can only answer that 
question as an individual. If trade is not worth an insurance it 
is not worth following. The Company has a very large con¬ 
cern, and considering the amount of capital that they invest, 
they are underwriters themselves on their own account. 

2413. Are you yourself in tht hiCbit of insuring goods in the 
Company’s own ships ?—Yes, I always insure full. 

2414. What is the premium?—Six per,cent, out and home. 

2415. Are you aware that the Company took up several ships 
from 700 to 900 tons for single voyages two or three years ago ? 
— I am aware that they had been taken up, but upon what terms 
1 am not acquainted. 

2416. Are you aware that they have discontinued that and 
taken up a smaller class of ships for the India trade ?—No. 

2417. Do you recollect, in the year 1820, when the ships 
General Kyd and the General Harris encountered a typhoon ? 
—Yes, 1 recollect it, near the coast of China. 

2418. Did not they suffer so much damage that they were 
obliged to obtain stores of every kind ?—I know that, they re¬ 
quired some stores, but I cannot say the extent. 

2419. Aje you not aware that the greater part of* the stores 
they had on board were damaged during that storm, and that 
they were obligid to get new stores when they came ashore ?— 
No, I am not aware of that. 

2420. Do you speak of the premium of insurance now, or at 
the time of yt*ur last voyage ?—I spoke of the voyages during 
the time I was a commander ; I think it is the same now. 

2421. Have you ever been on board a man-of-war, and do you 
know the proportion of stores they take, as compared with the 
Company’s fully equipped ships?—I do not. 

2422. Are you aware that the Company’s ships have more 
than pien-of-war ?—I should have thought not. 

2423. You stated your complement of men to be 135; how 
many of tlio^e men should f you consider necessary merely for 
the navigation of the ship, it you had no armament whatever? 
—I think the management of the sails and yards, and of the 
Navigation generally, requires that number. 

2424. A China ship with thirty-six guns and with 130 men: 
what force should you” say a ship of that description would be 
able to encounter in case of war ; would it encounter a thirty- 
two gun frigate ?—She ought to be equal to repel an attack. 

2425. Would $ie be more than equal to aifj-’ privateer ?— 

Certainly, of the smaller clUss. » 
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2426. What did you do with any surplus you might have be- 8 Mar; 1830. 

yond what you invested ?—We were very glad to get bills on _ —' 

England. 

2427. Is not the Cdmpany always ready to take your money? 

—Sometimes,the treasury is open, at others not: at some sea¬ 
sons I have known it not open. 

2428. What exchange do they give you ?—The current ex¬ 
change of the day; the Company’s bills are always preferred. 

2429. What was the leas^ rat£ that you took the Company’s 

bills at?—The very last rate I took them at was 4s. 7 d. the 
dollar. * 

2430. What did that dollar cost vou ?—I reckoned it at 5s. 

. * * 

in currency. 

2431. Is that dollar worth 5s. ?—No, it is not so ; but it is a 
mode of reckoning -it, in the same way as we reckon the rupee at 
balf-a-crown when it is npt so. But if I present an invojce in 
India of goods that I bring out, the buyer says, If will give you 
8 per cent, or 10 per cent., and he turns the poand sterling into 
eight rupees, and he calls it a per-centage upon the eight rupees; 
whereas, if you want to remit that money home, instead of being 
2s. (id. it is only about Is. 9 d. 

2432. What does the dollar actually cost you in London Tit— ■ 

It is about 4s. or 4s. I d. 

2433. I£,the dollar being worth 4s. you get bills of the Com¬ 
pany at 4s. Id. is not that a very profitable return fr#m China ? 

—Yes, but it does not always happen ; the lash two voyages I 
had remittances at 3s. I Id. and 4s. * 

2434. Has that happened to you more than once ?—It hap¬ 
pened to me the last time I had remittances from China, in 1828. 

2135. Have^you not remitted dollars at 6s. ?—No. 

2436. What is the highest rate at which you ever knew it?— 

I think the highest I ever heard of as an officer was 5s. lOd.; it 
was at the close of the war. 

2437. What has been the rate with rupees ?—It has been 2s. 

8 d. and Is. lOrf. 

2438. Did you ever invest yqgr money at so low a rate of 

exchange as you have stated, snore Jhan once ?—I did not invest 
the proceeds; it was some goods remitted home by bill, and 
that bill was at 4s.: but sooner than remit money at that price, 
had I been in China, I should have preferred running the risk in 
merchandize. • 

2439. You have stated that you’ consider a China ship with 
*130 men and 36 guns capable of repelling a’small French frigate; 

are you awftre that tHe Kent Indiaman, fully equipped*, with 
315 men on board, fras taken by a French frigate ?—The Kent 
was takefj, I by surprise; the number of men alluded to 

were *t wo-thirds militqjy recruits. 



256 


"EVIOENCE ON EAST-1 NDIA AFFAIRS : 

8 M»r. 18.50. 2440. What was the size of the Kent?—800tons. 

—.. 2441. Do you recollect the circumstance of a French frigate 

Cupt.li.Ahagcr. an( j a s ] 00 p 0 f war j n 1810 attacking four Indiamen and taking 
two of them ?—No. 

2442. Would not a greater risk be incurred,by individuals 
sending home their ships when it suited them, instead of a number 
of vessels returning home together, as is the case under the 
Company ?—Certainly. 

2443. What would be the effect of throwing open the China 

trade, in your estimation ?—It would he attended with very great 
risk. I could quote one instance Mat would bear a little upon 
the question. When I returned from -India the last voyage, 
there was one of the ships that the Company took up for one 
voyage was sent out to China. The commander was a friend of 
mine; I gave him a letter to one of the Hong merchants, Moqua, 
an intimate friend of mine also : he sent this letter up by bis 
purser ; it wa%*requesting Moqua to„ befriend this commander 
and buy- bis investment: be said he would buy it from him for 
tny sake; but vMien the commander came up to Canton lie was 
not in uniform. Moqua said, “Ah! my friend, how is this you 
are not in uniform ?” “ No/’ said he, “ I am not entitled to 

wear it.” “ Are not you one of the Company’s captains?” 
“«No,” he said. “ Then,” said the Hong merchant, “ I know 
Captain Alsager, but I no can take your cargo.” He declined 
having any thing to do with him on that account. 

2444. Do the officers commanding the American trading ships 
wear the Company’s uniform ?—They are not entitled to do it. 

2445. Do the officers of country ships wear it ?—No. 

2446. Do you consider the Chinese desirous of foreign trade ? 

*—I should say decidedly not. " 

2447. What would be the effect of an increase of smuggling 
in the event of the trade being thrown open?—1 can hardly say 
to what extent it might take place. 

2448. Is there any limit now to the smuggling that is carried 
on at Canton ?—Opium is a smuggled article, but that takes 
placg outside the port of Canton. 

2449. Do. you not think that, risk would be incurred w ith 
respect to the regular trade in the event of a great iperease of 
the smuggling trade ?—I think that would lead to riot and dis- 

«u turbance, which would put a stop to the trade altogether. 

2450. Do you believe that file Chinese are aware of the nature 

of the East-India Cpmpany ?—I think they have the highest 
confhjence in them, and. they think them superior to any other 
pow er that they have intercourse with. * • 1 

2451. Are tbdy aware that they arc the £'»'erqprs of the 
adjacent territory ?—I think I have heard of their reluctant 
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acknowledgment that they are aware of their vicinity, but it is 8 Mar. I8:w. 
so vague that I could not speak to it. - 

2452. If you had capital sufficient to undertake a voyage to R Alsa ^ er - 
China in a ship of 1200 tons, the cargo being entirely your own, 

anjJ the freigjit.to be £22 a ton, should you expect, from your 
knowledge of the trade, to obtain a profitable return, or to lose 
by the adventure ?—It is an enormous concern for one individual 
to undertake ; it is far beyond my calculation. • 

2453. You have stated, that if the trade was thrown open, 
you think it would soon be AitiYhly interrupted, in consequence 
of the disorders that would!take place; have you ever known 
the trade to be interrupted between the Americans and the 
Chinese ?—In the business of the Italian sailor it was. 

2454. Ilow long was it interrupted ?—I think the Americans 
got tired of it in about six weeks, and gave up the man. 

2455. Have you ever known the trade been interrupted by 
aify differences.bet ween tlfe Company and the Chinese ?—Yes ; 
in the business of the Topaze, a man was killed by the frigat§, 
and they looked to the Company to give up the men front the 
frigate that had committed the murder. 

*2450. Was it interrupted at all in the year 1814?—I recollect 
there were circumstances which kept the ships at Lintin a long 
time, while the Factory had disputes with the Chinese govern¬ 
ment. 

2457. Db you know how long the Americans hav<^carried on 

trade with Canton ?—I cannot say. I recollect the Americans 
as long as I have been in the habit of going to £hina. * 

2458. Is not the country trade with Canton more extensive 

than the trade carried on direct from England to China?—If it 
includes the Company’s ships, I should think it was. . 

2459. Exclasive of the Company’s ?—I am not prepared to 
say. The trade is very extensive, no doubt. 

2460. Has that trade ever been interrupted ?—I do not know 
that it has ; but the Lascar is much more under control than a 
European sailor. 

2461. Are those ships manned by Lascars, commanded by 

Europeans?—They are. • 

2462. You have stated that’the Chinese are a people eminently 
adverse fo trade ?—I think they are adverse to all innovation 
and all alteration. 

2463. Do you know whether they trade with .Sincapore?— 

Lately one or two junks have been down there; but whether 

•it is with the western part of China, or whether it is Amoy, on 
the eastern part,*I cannot say. 

2464. Do you believe that the trade with Sincapore by the 
Chinese ^ess^Th^s been confined to one or two junks in a year? 

—Siucapore w a very infant settlemelit, and I think was scarcely 
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r . m the junks that came in we scarcely knew where they came from, 
* because, if you include all the coast of Cochin China, there may 
be numbers, but from China I scarcely knew one. 

2465. Did the Chinese trade to Batavia?—Yes; J think about 
two junks in a year. 

2466. Did they trade to Siam?—I cannot say: we often met 
with *them in the China seas. 

2467. Did they trade to Malacca ?—I think I have seen two 

junks in the Straits of Malacca sometimes; but to what extent 
the trade is, I cannot say. () 

2468. From what do you infer that th£y are a nation adverse 
to trade ?—Merely from intercourse; whatever is new to them 
they set their faces against. 

2469. Do they set their faces against .those articles of 
European manufacture or produce which they stand in want 
of, and which can be furnished to them cheaper and better 
than the productions of their own country? —I should think 
the Chinese demand for European articles is on a very small 
scale. 

2470. Do they set their faces against dollars?—It is not 
customary for them to do so. 

2471. Are not dollars an article of trade?—I can hardly call 
money an,article of trade. 

2472. Bat of course, adverse as they are! to trade, they do 
not expect to get the dollars of Europeans or Americans with¬ 
out giving something in return?—Certainly not. 

2473. Then they are capable of understanding the benefits 
of trade, and of adopting them ?—Yes; but they like trade in 
the old ways better than the new ones. 

2474. Do you happen to know whether any of the junks that 
came to Sincapore ever brought tea ?—I do not know that. 

2475. You have stated that there was an interruption to the 
trade on the occasion of the affray between the crew of the 
Topaze and the Chinese: are you aware whether the trade was 
suspended upon that occasion by the supercargoes or by the 
Chinese?—By the Chinese government. 

2476. Are you not aware, that upon that occasion the Chi¬ 
nese government addressed a communication to the commodore 

~of the Company’s ships, stating that if they would withdraw 
themselves from the influence or control of the select Com¬ 
mittee, the Chinese would trade with them, and give them 
goods, and carry ori commercial intercourse with them ?—The 
Chinese did attempt to set the commanders against the Com¬ 
pany, to divide the interest; but we said, v-e are entirely under 
the orders of the c Select Committee, and must aKrod t f> them. 

2477. Was not the purport, of the communication with the 
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Chinese sent upon that occasion, that they were willing to trade 8 Mar. 1B30. 
with the ships if you would withdraw yourselves from the con- ~ 

trol of the Select Committee; in fact, that they would throw C'W-R wger. 
open the trade, and gitfe you cargoes and receive your goods ?— 

I thjpk it was ^>n]iy a trial to see how far they could divide the 
English authorities there. 

2178. Jn point of fact, did they not offer to trade with ships 
in depon'd ently of the Select Committee, if you would withdraw 

, yourselves from the control and influence of the supercargoes ? 

—I do not think it extended sfl far as that; it was a little 
inquiry to know whether we w\puld act without the authority of 
the supercargoes, and finding that we could not do it, they 
ceased immediately. 

2179. Did they not state, that if you would act without the 
supercargoes they would agree to trade with you? — I think not 
as far as that. 

2480. Did not the communication convey a^disposition to 
deal with you upon the terms mentioned?—I tliink * it was 
merely a trial, without any sincerity, to divide us. I cannot say’ 
what was the purport of the communication. 

k f4Sl. Can you state how many tons hulk the spare stores 
taken out in the Company’s regular ships would occupy?— 

Water is the most bulky article. s 

2482. 'Jflic question refers to cordage and sails, and every 
thing else except water?—The actual room that they occupy 
is very small; it is in the lazaretto, from the forerntist to the 
hows. If the object of the question is to ascerthin how much, 
cargo less is brought home in consequence of those stores, the 
stores are put where no cargo is permitted to be put; they are 
put in the hows of the ship, in the orlop deck, wlywe tea would 
he liable to damage. 

* ~ * 

2488. Then you mean to say that the cordage and sails, and 

all the valuable stores, are put in a place where cargo is nob 
permitted to be put ?—It is. 

2181. Are you aware that some country ships have gone 
from Bombay to China manned entirely with Europeans, and 
traded there without any interruption whatever? —I was*not 
aware of that. 

2485. Ypu have stated that large ships have a great advan¬ 
tage in the port of Canton, with reference to the tonnage dues, 
from the mode of measurement being such as to leave large 
spaces at each extremity unmeasured ; are those spaces which 
are not measured larger in proportion'* to the spaces which are 
Ufeasured in a large ship than they are in a Small ship?—They 
would be in proportion to'the entire body of the vessel. * 

248(5. Docs not tilt space which is measured, that is, the 
distance bi*tw flffTth 9 centre of the foremast and the centre of 
the miaenmast, ‘ and thy extreme width, incri ase in the same 
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8 Mar. 1830. proportion as the spaces which are not measured, according to 
—— the size of the ship ?—No doubt; but then the depth is not 

Capt. R. Also ger. reckoned a t all, and therefore there is a gain upon the depth. 

« 

2487. Is not the mode of measurement such, that the tonnage 
upon which the Chinese calculate the duty ie r.s much targer 
in proportion in a large ship as it is in a smaller ship ?—Cer¬ 
tainly it is. 

2488. Then is not the result the same upon a small ship as 
upon a large ship ?—No ; because; as I said before, it is a mere 
superficial measurement, and thetdepth is not reckoned, where 
there is a gain of seven feet, £md the two extremes are not 
measured also. The calculation is made only upon the part 
that is measured, which upon a ship of 1300 tons is about 
4,000 tales, and on a 500 ton ship about 3,000 tales. 

2489. What effect, in your opinion, would the opening of 
the trade have, supposing the Company's trade to remain as at 
present, upon the supply of tea, both as to regularity, as to 
.quantity, and as to quality ?—The supply of tea would be regu¬ 
lated in a great measure by the demand. 

2490. Would the quantity of good tea be as great in that 
case as it is now, or greater or less ?—I think a large demand 
would lead to the manufacture of a deteriorated article; and I 
think the Company would always have the preferenoe of what¬ 
ever wa§ in the market. 

2491. Vou think the Company would always have preferable 
.means of purchase, whatever might arise, as long as they were 
purchasers ?—I do. 

2492. How do you account for the smuggling having in¬ 
creased, of late years, very much, with all this protection on 
the part of the Company ? —I am not aware of any smuggling 
at all that has taken place in the Company’s service ; all that 1 
know of is outside the port, where ships are sailing amongst the 
islands, and their general trade is opium. I am not aware that, 
there is any smuggling whatever in any other article. 

2493. From what you know of the Chinese, do you not think 
they would be disposed to t sell to the highest bidder. Sup¬ 
posing the Oracle to be open, and that Englishmen could go 
there as well as the Company, would they sell to the Company 
cheaper than to any body else ?—I think the Company would 

- have the best article offered them at a certain price. 

2494. You think competition in the market would not affect 
the price ?—I think "a large would, as in general merchandize 
I think it does. 

■ 

2495. If the demand for good teas increased by opening the 
trade, do not you think the supply would btwi^re^sed in pro¬ 
portion?—I think it would open the door " to a great deal of 
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deteriorated article ; how far the growth might be increased in 8 Mar. 1830. 

the interior I cannot tell, „ 

Copt • It » AlsagcT , 

WALTER STEVENSON DAVIDSON, Esq. called in, 

• ' and examined. 

24*96. Ha vi, ytm resided in Canton as a merchant?—Yes, w.a. Davidson, 
I have. 

2497* Will you state to the Committee, when you went there, 
how long you stayed, and in what business 3 7 ou were employ’ed? 

' —I first of all visited China in-the.year 1807, but stayed merely 
that season; I returned to settle there in the year 1811, and I 
finally quitted it in 1822. * 

2498. Are you a British subject ?—Unquestionably; I am a 
native of Scotland. 

2499. How were you allowed to reside at Canton as a mer¬ 
chant, not belonging to the Company’s establishment ?—I re- 
sitlejl there as a naturalized Portuguese subject, and I obtained 
that naturalization for a space of 100 years and* upwards* 1 
received it by favour from the King of Portugal ;*I paid nothing, 
for it. 

‘£500. Would you have been allowed to remain as an English 
subject, unless you had been naturalized or under some other 
flag?—Unquestionably not. So far from it, when I obtained 
the letter of naturalization I wrote to the then Court of Direc¬ 
tors, informing them that I had got such, but that 1 still wished 
to proceed Cut, in one of their ships to China, and they- replied 
to me that they could not think of permitting it. 

2501. Did they attempt, to prevent your residence there* 

when you appeared as a Portuguese subject?—Never; nor had 
I ever occasion to appear as a Portuguese subject; and for 
obvious* reasons, I never sought to do so. • 

2502. Will ytm state in what character you did appear ?—1 
never was, from the commencement of my residence t6 the 
termination, desired to state in what character 1 appeared. 

2503. Was it known that you had been naturalized as a Por¬ 
tuguese ?—Perfectly notorious on the spot. 

2504. Do you not believe that it was on that account*you 
were allowed to remain ?—Entirely. 

2505. What was the firm of your business ?—The firm of 
business, when I joined it, was Baring and Company; it after¬ 
wards became Molony, llobarts, and Company, and afterwards 
W. S. Davidson and Company. , 

2506. What Mr. Baring was if ?—It was Mr. George 

Bluing. . * 

2507. W;is*he a»meml>cr of the Company's Factory there ?— 

No, he was no^Jic lfad previously resigned tlie service, and 
resided in •England.# 
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8 Mar, 18U0. 2508. Had he been in the Company's service ?—Fie had. 

ur o 7 i ".-a.,„ 2509. Who were associated with you?—Two other Com- 

Esq. pany s servants, Mr. Malony and Mr. Kobarts. 

2510. They were then belonging to the Factory ?—-They were. 

2511. How long had they been established as Agents at Can¬ 

ton ?—The house existed for many years before. The earliest 
member of it with whom 1 am acquainted is Mr. Fitzhugh, now 
in Condon, the present Lord Strathallan : Mr. Henry and Mr. 
William Raring, the brothers^of Mr. George Baring, also be¬ 
longed to it. (5 

2212. In what year did you join them?—In 1811 I went out. 

2el3. What was the business they carried on when you joined 
them?—Agents in all articles the produce of India, but chiefly 
cotton and opium ; certainly opium and cotton formed nine- 
tenths of the business. 

2514. Then it is presumed that the Factory knew perfectly 

that yoy managed the trade in opium?—That will require a 
-little explanation. I mentioned that I was in China in 1807, 
during which time 1 became acquainted with all the members 
of that firm : in consequence of which, upon the East-India 
Directors depriving their servants of the power of carrying on 
ttye opium agency, they invited me to go out to China to 
manage it; and the hona/ide understanding was, that.every dol¬ 
lar that was derived from the opium agency should go into my 
pocket; ‘and every dollar that was derived froth the cotton 
agency, which w r as still legal and allowable, should go into 
.theirs. 5 

2515. How' long had the Company allowed their servants to 
be opium agents ?—As well as I can recollect, the East-India 
Directors had 1 capriciously changed their regulations two or three 
times; I cannot say precisely. 

2510. Did they change them after the time of your joining 
'the house ?—Yes. They afterwards deprived them of the 

power of acting as cotton agents ; or rather, they desired that 
instead of certain parties, who then acted as cotton agents, re¬ 
taining it, it should be carried on by them, or others of their 
servants, for the benefit of the whole Factory. Mr. Molon vand 
Mr. Robarts declined to take it on that fooling, alleging very 
properly, that as they were very often obliged to remain at 
Canton during the hot season to attend to the business, when 
, the others were amusing themselves at Macao, it was not fair; 
and it was upon that occasion that the house assumed my name, 
and all the business fell into my hands. 

2517. Did any of those Company’s servants continue partners 
with'you in any portion of the business ?—In nothing whatever. 

2518. During the time you remained, '"did of the Corn- 
pan) ’s servants afterwards act as agents for any business ?— 
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Never afterwards, till 1822, when I quitted the country, and I 
have every reason to believe not since. 


2519. IIow many factories existed in Canton during the time 
you were there?—There was the English; the American had a 
consul, not a company; the Dutch had supercargoes, and they 
had^i factory ilst>. 

2520. Had the Dutch company a monopoly ?—It had ceased 
to be annonopoly, because the Company ceased to operate at 
the time of the war of the French Revolution. The Spanish 
also had a factory and a factor, but he resided almost entirely at 
Macao, as agent for the Roy.ll Philippine Company. There was 
the Swedish, they had no business, and the consul of which, 
Sir Andrew Ljunstedt,’resided at Macao. The French, Prus¬ 
sian, Austrian, and Danish, had been formerly known there, 
but there were no consuls excepting nominal ones. In one in¬ 
stance they w’ere British subjects who were the consuls. Messrs. 
Magniacs, I think, were the Prussian consul and vice-consul. 

§521. Have any partner? of that house lately Come honfe?— 
Yes, the chief partner is in this country now, Mgr. Ilollihgworth 
Magniuc. There was an Austrian factory, but it was during 
my time alwayslet to captains of the Company’s ships or others; 
and I think theie was a hong called Danish. The difference 
between a hong and a factory is, that a hong comprises several 
places of residence. ' 

2522. Were there any other Englishmen under foreign flags 
residing ai”' that time in Canton, beside your own house and 
Magniac’s ?—In the course of my residence I admitted a part¬ 
ner, who was the Sardinian consul. * 


W 


2523. Was he a partner with you ?— Yes, he became so, and 
is now' at the head of that house, Mr Dent. 

2534. Did you trade on your own account, or act as agent,, 
during the tin«e you staid there ?—1 did both. 

2325. Will you state to the Committee in what manner you 
managed the sale of the opium consigned to you as agents ?— 
Nothing was more simple. The ship on board which opium w as, 
lay generally at Whampoa, at that time, about twelve miles 
from Canton. The parties who purchased opium of my Jiouse 
paid the money in Canton, and*so soon as it was ascertained 
that the silver w T as good, which wasdone by shroffs-4 ha<i for the 
purpose, they received an order on the officer to take the opium 
out of the ship. The purchasing parties then went down, gene¬ 
rally under the colour of night, and took the opium out of the 
ship ; that is to say, broke open^hc chests and thfew the opium 
into bags, leaving the chests on board,-because they were not 
so handy for their boats. ’ 

252ft. Is It within your knowledge that they obtained any 
orders or ma|i^my preliminary arrangements.bcfore they could 
goon boariF/or iflie opium?-—Decidedly. As tar as general 
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,- the Mandarins previously to taking opium out; that is to say, 

1 ‘ S ' ] £™ u!son ’ they required to know how much money they should pay them 
on each chest; and when this money was paid, those persons, it 
was always understood, gave orders that they should ndt be 
molested. * « 

2527. Was it known in Canton that those ships had opium 
on board, although the article was contraband ?—It wao quite 
notorious to all the parties. 

2528. Was it know to all the authorities?—I cannot ^say 

that it was known to the Fooyue/ or the Hoppo, but I do not 
doubt it. J 

2529. Have you ever known any attempt to seize the opium 
on board of a ship lying at Whampoa ?—1 never heard of such 
a thing. 

2530. Have you ever known more ships than one lying at 
Whatppoa with opium ?—Many. 

2531..Where did they lie at that time; was it between 
Danes’Island jfnd French Islands?—Near both. They gene¬ 
rally chose the most quiet and sequestered spot; because, as 
their anchor was likely to be down so much longer than a?iy 
other vessel, it was desirable that they should be out of 
the way. 

2532. Arc you aware that the custom-house authorities inva¬ 
riably appointed boats to watch those opium vessels ?-*—Certainly. 

2533. Then your opinon is, that the smuggling of opium was 
with the knowledge of the authorities there, and you never knew 
oV any interruption to it?—I have known interruption to it, but 
1 have never known any difficulty on board the ship. 

2534. What„difficulty have you known out of the ship?—I 
have known periods when the demands and extortions of the 
Mandarins w r ere so high that it was not possible to sell opium. 

■ 2535. Notwithstanding that, was any attempt ever made to 
seize the opium on board the ships ?—Never, that I knew of. 

2536. When ships arrive at Canton containing opium, in w bat 
way is the cargo entered? - Opium is never entered : every ship 
bringing opium always brings some other cargo; that other 
cargo is always the cargo entered., 

2537/Is there any additional charge made on ships which 
lie there, as the opium ships do, the year round ?—I never knew 
an instance; that is to say, I never was obliged to pay, but I 
have been plagued about it. 

2538. How long have you known a ship lie there ?—I do not 
remember any instance of a ship lying above a year, excepting 
one to my own consignment: she lay much more/ and it was 
about her that I had a great deal of trofiblc.^ It was a very 
unusual occurrence, and would be likely ahvajys id give trouble. 
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2539. Are you aware whether the Hong merchants have any g ju ar . 1830 . 

thing to do in the opium trade ?—1 am afraid some of them - 

have had : I knew one very well who was too read}' to deal in lfr - s Duntison, 
it: I never dealt with him myself, because I did not approve 
of it, but I believe he has dealt frequently in it. 

2?>40. Doe? tfiat Hong merchant still belong to the Hong ?— 

The Hong merchant to whom I alluded no longer belongs to 
the Hung. 

2541. Are the Hong merchants changed from time to time? 

—I have never known them dianged, except by death, or bank¬ 
ruptcy, or banishment. 1 

2542. Are you awajre whether they pay any sum of money 
to .obtain the privilege of the Hong ?—I do not know it, but I 
have no doubt of it. I believe that nothing is to be obtained 
in China without paying the authorities. 

2543. Have you»any doubt that any thing may be obtained in 
Cigna on paying for it ?—-There are very few Jjtings that may 
not, I believe. 

2544. Will you state generally what the ratS of commission 

on doing business at Canton was in your time?—Generally, in 
my time, commissions were reduced ; and which I brlieve is the 
the usual practice in all countries where trade is extending, and 
where it begins very high. On cotton I never knew it below 
three per cent.; on opium I knew it five per cent., and it be¬ 
came thre^ There were many parties in China who did busi¬ 
ness on much smaller commissions than this. My Jjouse made 
a rule of never doing so, by which means we los^a great deal of 
business. • 

2545. Had you, during the whole time you remained there, 

ever any trouble yourself on account of being an agent for 
opiunt?—I was in a constant sea of trouble. • 

2546. With*the Chinese authorities? I never had occasion 
to come into direct communication with the Chinese authori¬ 
ties: 1 avoided it, because it would lme been of no avail. 

2547. Will you state what you mean by saying, that you 
were in a sea of trouble; what were the difficulties you met 
with ?—Constant interruptions, owing to the exactions «f the 
Mandarins, which stopped the # sales altogether in some in¬ 
stances. On other occasions; after*tlie parties wht> bought the 
opium of tne had paid down the money and had got their orders, 
it could not be delivered, and I was obliged to refund, because 
they could not make their arrangements ; and as parties in those * 
circumstances are sometimes v&y.,unreasonable, in some in¬ 
stances they wanted me to indemnify thSnj for the profits they 
might have got, when it was in fact their own govern ment^whieh 
impeded them. * 

2548. any means of judging whether the trouble 
attending the.salc # of opium is less sow, since the ships were 
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removed from Whampoa and stationed themselves at Minting, 
outside the river ?—I should say that I do not believe there is 
much difference in the trouble, but a vast difference in the 
anxiety: because, in the one case, they were liable to seizure 
any day: in the other case, they lie in a spot where they can 
defend themselves against any power that can come against 
them. 


2§49. You mean to say, that the trade, in your tim£, whilst 
the ships lay at Whampoa, was more difficult than it is now ? — 
More full of anxiety. There"wa^ no difficulty in it; it was a 
very good business. ^ 

2550. Did you ever know of any other articles except opium 
being smuggled ?—I have heard of a great many, but I never 
smuggled any other articles myself in the import trade. 

2551. With regard to the exports ?— In exports I smuggled 
verj' largely of silver, because it was a prohibited article as well 
as opium ; and so was tutenaguc, I believe : and the rule which 
guided me was, that I would smuggle the articles which were 
prohibited, but*hot those upon which a direct duty was laid. 

2552. Can you state what w T as the number of chests of opium 
imported at Canton in your time?— r Ilie quantify varied yon 
general recollection, I think I may say 6,000 or 7,000 cherts. 

2553. How many pounds does a chest contain ?—I think a 
chest contains two maunds of 82 pounds each-; that is, 1GI 
pounds, or it may be two maunds of 74 pounds each. 

2554. What w r as the average price you sold it for ?—1 think I 
have known th'b price vary from 1,200 dollars to 2,400 dollars. 

2555. Are you aware that the trade to China has now increased 
to 13,000 or 14,000 chests ?—So I have heard of late years, and 

t 1 have no doubt of it. 

255G. What was the value of the opium you-have stated?— 
From 3,000,000 to 12,000,000 of dollars, between 2,000,000 and 
.>,000,000 sterling. 

2557. Was all the opium that you received Company’s opium, 
or was there any Turkey opium?—There was Turkey opium. 

25,58. What proportion to the quantity of Company’s ?—I am 
not prepared to say, nor cau I find amongst my papers sufficient 
data to,give that conclusion. 

2559. You have stated that you smuggled silver, did you ever 
apply for a chop for permission to export it?—Never. 

25G0. Do .you know that the Company have exported silver? 
—Yes; 1 have heard so. 

2561. Do you know whether they received a chop permitting 
them <o export it ?—I have no doubt of it; I gm convinced they 
would not hazard the doing it without. «> 

25G2. What responsibility did you consider tTAuvach to you as 
an agent, selling a prohibited article )ik<‘ opium?—In a pecu- 
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could be valued ; nor did I ever charge, or pretend to have a right- 

to charge any thing for it. Personally, of course, every man who -S- Davidson, 
resides in China runs a great risk. The government, for instance, * 

as I’have stated, knew full well that a ship was at Whampoa with 
a large quantJty'of opium ; that she was to my consignment; and 
they might have imprisoned me any day, and said, till you pay 
!0O,0Qp tales you shall not be released. 

2563. Did that ever happen during your residence there ?— 

Never. • 

2564. Did you ever hear of’ its happening ?—Never. I do not 
think that in the history of the trade there has been an instance 
of jt. 

2565. What risk did you consider you ran in smuggling silver ? 

—None whatever, beyond the seizure of the silver, with which 
they are always exceedingly well satisfied. 

2566. Have you known many seizures made ? *rl have known 
some, but very few indeed, the parties are so exceedingly expert, 

2567. Upon whom did that loss fall?—It felf upon the party 
for whom it was a remittance to India, either myself or my con¬ 
stituents, as the case might be. 

2568. Could that risk become a matter of insurance ?—Cor- . 
tainly not. 

2569. ftave you ever known it taken it as such ?—I think no 

European would ever be so foolish to run «uch a risk. ’ I cannot 
pretend to say that it has never been made a risk ; I ntfver would 
have run the risk myself for any reasonable premium. • 

2570. In your time did the Chinese undertake to put the sil¬ 
ver on board for you ?—Yes. 

2571* What rate did you pay them for it? I bought, the sil- . 
ver of them, and they undertook to put it on board. It was de¬ 
liverable on board, and I paid them sometimes before and "some¬ 
times after they brought me the captain’s receipt for it. 

2572. Then your own risk was at an end ?—Entirely; except 

when I chose to step out of the way and trusted them, which I 
have often done with all those parties, both in silver and in 
opium. • 

2573. Do you mean to say that yo*i sold opium on credit ? — 

Yes, I have, very foolishly. 

2574. Then it is presumed your opinion of the Chinese was 
very good?—It must have been so, when I sold to tjie greatest 
rogues in the country an article on*er§dit. 

•2575. Did you ever make any bad debts in*such cases ?—Yes, 

I have. . • . • 

2576. You stated that some time after you sold the opium, 
the parties* ca».$j"T;o^you to have the money returned, because 
they copld not get an order for the landing of it; is it an univer- 

* 2*n 
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8 Mar. 1830. sal practice in getting this article on shore to get an order from 

- the Mandarins before an attempt is made to land it ?—I should 

w. s. Damdson, no means. The parties who had ray order for the opium, 

if they could evade the Mandarins, avoided paying them; but 
generally speaking, I believe, they cannot evade them, and' that 
they find it the surest way to pay them. 

2577. Generally speaking, is permission obtained from the 
Maiylarins before an attempt is made to land the opirm ?—I 
should think the parties generally pay in order to secure the 
safety of the opium: but I may be permitted to add, that J 
should think it very likely, in the \ ase of paying too small a sum, 
the Mandarins might still seize the opium afterwards; and I 
should think that the parties, unless they were disposed to pay 
the full fee, would rather run the risk altogether. 

2578. Is there then any established fee?—Yes, there is an 
established fee for to-day; but you cannot depend upon them 
beyopd the day, it is constantly liable to variation. 

2579. Is there always a price, in the nature of a fee paid to 
the Mandaring, which will ensure the landing of opium?—Ex¬ 
cept at such times when their demands are so extortionate that 
it is impossible to sell the opium. 

2580. What is the greatest payment you have known to be 
niade to a Mandarin ? —I know nothing whatever of the fine 
paid to the Mandarin. 

2581. You stated that the opium agents are generally watched 
by boats trom the custom-house when the opium is taken out 
.of the ship, With an order obtained from the Mandarins: are 
those boats generally present ?—I believe the system has been, 
when they have received intelligence from their chiefs, to 
retire. * 

« 

8582. Are you not aware that those custom-,house boats are 
moored astern and on the quarter of every vessel?—Custom¬ 
house boats are; but I am not aware that the boats whose duty 
it is to seize those parties are moored there ; they are far too 
weakly manned and armed. 

2583. Are you not aware that those boats permitted the 
opium to be landed?—Decidedly. 

258£. Could they prevent it if they pleased ?—That does not 
follow; they may not be strong enough. I have knowp instances 
of the Chinese opium boats overpowering all force, where it 
was a very large quantity, and it was worth their while killing 
and wounding men; but generally they do not attempt it. 

2585. On such , an occurrence happening, have you ever 
known any notice taken of it by the government ?—Never. ‘ 

2586. Besides opium, have not you jjurdhased tea on com¬ 

mission?—My export in that way has been email. I have, 
however, done it often. •- 41 
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2587. What was the commission you were allowed on tea ? 
—Three per cent, the same as on cotton. j 

2538. Generally speaking, did you not buy and sell the 
different commodities of Canton?—Certainly. 

£589. Hav you found any difficulty in your dealings, either 
with the Hong merchants or with tne outside merchants?— 

I very seldom dealt with the outside merchants. 1 have often 
found difficulties with both descriptions. • 

2590. Did they refuse to sell to you, or refuse to buy ?—Never. 

2591. What are the difficulties that you met with; have they 
refused to pay ?—Yes, I have met with many difficulties of that 
nature, having the misfortune to deal with bankrupts. 

’ 2592. What should you say of the facility of doing business 
in the port of Canton as compared with other ports ?—I should 
say it is greater jn that than in any other country I have ever 
either visited or heard of. 

*2593. Have you ever Sent teas on your own Account t*o New 
South Wales or any other place?-—Not on ipy own account; 
but I have sent them on account of other parties many times. 

. 2594. Did you buy those teas by previous contract, or as 
you found them in the market?—I have bought them both ways. 
When I knew that the vessel was coming, then, of course, I. 
would huy them by contract previously; when a vessel came 
suddenly with an order, and had to return immediately, I was 
obliged to "buy them at the moment. » 

2595. As a general rule, then, when you kqew a vessel was 
coming, you would provide the cargo by previous arrangement ? 
—Unquestionably. 

2596. Do you not consider that the East-India Company, 
by having a regular demand for their trade fib England, cay 
buy their tens cheaper than a stranger, who goes into the 
market* with only a short time to purchase his cargo inr?— Cer¬ 
tainly ; the Company buy their teas great advantage. 

2597. Do you think, if your purchases had been large, you 
would have had equal facilities with the Company ?—I think, if 
my purchases were equally large, 1 should have equal facility, 
if I were equally active and intelligent. 

2598. Do you consider that the principal adwmtage which 
the Company has arises from the great extent of purchases and 
sales which they make ?—Yes, I do. 

2599. Are you aware of any other advantage they have 
beyond their great punctuality apd their great dealings?— 

•Jhat seems to me to embrace every advantage that can be pos¬ 
sessed by a^grefft tradjpg company. « 

2600. Supposing* the Company to continue to trade there, 
and suppo^v-g-nhe trade thrown open to other Englishmen, 
with liberty to settle and reside at Ganton, do you foresee any 
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8 Mar. 1830. difficulties in carrying on the trade at Canton ?— I foresee that 
many may arise. 

2601. Will you state what difficulties you anticipate?—I 
believe that individuals would conduct themselves so irregularly, 
that they would quickly become embroiled with the Chinesq, 

2602. Have you ever known, during the time you resided 
there, any interruption, or any individuals coming in collision 
with t the authorities there?—I think I stated before, that we 
knew better than to come into collision with the government; 
but we have had many grievances.^ 

2603. When a grievance occurred, in what way did you apply 
for the redress of that grievance?—During the whole of my 
residence I never had occasion to apply for the redress of any ; 
but I have heard the modes taken by other parties, which modes 
are generally understood to be by going to the Viceroy’s palace, 
with a chop, or letter, stating the grievances; that is to say, a 
great collection, of people, who are of the same mind, and who 
were generally labouring under a common grievance, forced 
their way through the city gate and made to the palace; and 
when they succeeded, as they frequently did, the parties there 
were very glad to take their letter, and to get rid of them. 

2604. Do you allude to the Company’s servants as having ever 
done that ?—No; the Company have the privilege, and a very 
great one it is, of communicating with the Canton government 
in Chinese; it was gained by negociation long ago. .. 


2605. T«» whom do you allude as having done that ?—Persons 
connected withe the country traders; but I remember on one of 
the most spirited occasions they were headed by a late Chairman 
of the East-india Company, the Honourable Mr. Lindsay, who 
got great credit for the manner in which he conducted the 
'business. 


2(506^ Did he head the party as a servant of the Company, or 
as.an Englishman independently of the Company ?— Decidedly 
as as Englishman, and not as a servant of the Company. 

2607. Have you ever known any of the Company's com¬ 
manders joining in these proceedings ? —The Honourable Mr. 
Lindsay was then the Honourable Captain Lindsay, and a Com¬ 
pany’s commander. 

2608. ' Did you ever know of any of the Select Committee, or 
the persons belonging to the Company's establishment there, 

- joining in such proceedings ?—No, 1 do not. 

2609. Can you recollect the-»nature of the remonstrance they 
presented ?—1 cannot;* I was not on the spot at the time. 

.36IQ. Was redress given to the grievances?*—I think, gene¬ 
rally speaking, those petty grievances for wlfich they sought 
redress in this manner were relieved. ^ 

2611. Comparing the time when you arrived at Canton with 
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the time when you came away, do you conceive that, on the 
whole, there were greater facilities for trade at the termination 
than at the commencement ?—Unquestionably. 

2612. Are you aware whether, from what has taken place 
sinpe you caige.away, still greater facilities have been afforded ? 
—I have heard very little of the matter since I came away. 

2613. What do you consider to have been the cause of that 
greatet facility ?—Privileges obtained by the exertions of the 

- East-India Company's Select Committee. 

2614. Did that apply to*the* Americans?—Unquestionably. 
I conceive the Americans anil all other foreigners have benefited 
by those privileges which have been obtained by the East-India 
Company, and, as I conceive, at the cost of Great Britain. 


8 Mar. 1830. 

W. S Davidson, 
Es q. 


2615. Are the Committee to understand that in these remon¬ 
strances by individual Europeans residing there, that the Com¬ 
pany's civil servants ever joined in them or not ?—I believe not. 

£616. You stated, that? you were afraid thill disturbances 
might take place; have you ever known any interruption of the 
trade of any nation, except that which has taken place with the 
India Company?—I know the American trade stopped on one 
occasion, in consequence of a life that was lost, in the case of 
the Italian sailor Majocci; I do not remember any other. 

2617. .Then what induces you to say there would be a risk of 

disturbance, when you know no instance of that having taken 
place ?—Because I conceive the Chinese would very soon deprive 
you of all your privileges, and the trade would consSquently be 
carried on to the greatest disadvantage; the parties interested 
there would be dissatisfied, and I think it is not going too far 
to say, that they would greatly misconduct themselves in the 
end fiipm cruel irritation. • 

2618. Hava you not said that it was your interest to conduct 
yourself quietly to avoid collision ?—Certainly. 

2619. What reason have you to think that other individual!;, 
consulting their own interest, would not act with equal caution ? 

_Because very few had so large a stake as myself. Smaller 

stakes make people less cautious. 

2620. Do you not contemplate, if the trade were open, that 
the agency business would very muqfr increase, so as to be worth 
every individual’s attention ?—It is very possible it miglit. 

2621. Do you contemplate danger as likely to arise, sup¬ 
posing China to remain as it now is with regard to Europeans ? * 
—There are now a great many private individuals In China who 
Jjpve much larger stakes than they had in tny time. 

2622. Do you4ind tl\at they come in collision with the^iublk 
authorities?—I should think not* 

2623. pcvjpiMcnow Mr. Wilcox, an American merchant, who 

was there?—Yes, ultimately. • 
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8 Mar. 1830. 2624. Have you ever known him or any of his countrymen 

- come in collision, except in the unfortunate case you have 

^ S. Davidson, a ]] a ded to ?—Never. 

'' 2625. How often have you known the trade interrupted by the 

English coming in collision with the public authorities there,?— 
Two occasions I have a vivid recollection of. The first occasion 
was in 1814; it was the resistance on the part of the supercargoes 
to ai^attempt made by the government, in conjunction wCth the 
Hong merchants, to make the monopoly which they possess 
much more close and injurious 4o the English trade than it had 
ever been before. 

2626. That is, the Chinese authorities were anxious to esta¬ 
blish Co-hongs, so as to render the monopoly of the sale of Chi¬ 
nese articles greater?—The nature of it was to give authority 
to the senior Hong merchants, that they should have a power 
to control the juniors, to fix the prices, and in short, to exercise 
a very despotic authority over their own body and over the tragic. 

2627. .If such had been established, do you consider that an 
increase of the*>price of teas was anticipated ?—I conceive that 
would have followed. 

2628. What steps did the Company take in resisting those 
demands ?—They resisted those demands, by stopping not only 

‘ their own trade, but all the country trade. 

2629. How long did they stop that trade ?—As well as I can 
recollect, I should say .about two months. 

2630. Have you ever known any interruption by any proceed¬ 
ings of country traders?—Never. 

2631. On what other occasion do you recollect any interrup¬ 
tion ?—On the occasion of the affair of the Topaze frigate, I 
.think in the sfcason 1821-2, an affray took place between the 
crew of the frigate and the Chinese, in which some of the Chi¬ 
nese were killed and wounded, and on that occasion the Chinese 
stopped the trade. 

2632. Had the Company’s own servants any thing to do with 
causing that ?—They were not the cause of it, it was a king’s 
ship.^ 

2633. Did any dispute arise*abQut the price of black tea be¬ 

tween tjie Company’s Factory and the government ?—I am not 
aware of that circumstance. * 

2634. How do you account for king’s ships, which of course 
are better disciplined, and under better command and control 
than any other ships, having *been the cause of disturbance in 
China, when the country ships have not caused any disturbance*? 

the simplest way possible; one party wKl talce blows, the 
other will not. 

% 

2635. Will you explain what you mean P-^Ktngk' ships going 
to China, will of course submit to no insult whatever; and {.here- 
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fore, so long as they do go to China in the -present state of things 8 Mar. 1838. 
they must embroil the trade, because 1 hold it to be quite impos- ~~~ 
sible for any ship to be in China, and in contact with the Chinese, 1 ' ' g™ 1 ton * 
without being insulted sooner or later. 

2636. Are the Company’s ships ever insulted in that way?— 

I have often Heard of persons belonging to Company’s ships re¬ 
ceiving insults. 

263f. Then they are obliged to put up with the insults as well 
as others ?—Of course. I speak of personal insults, and not such 
as affect the honour and character of the Company’s representa¬ 
tives in China. 

2638. Supposing the trade were thrown open, and supposing 
the Company to exist as a Company without exclusive privileges, 
and supposing a consul, with a council perhaps on the part of the 
Crown, with powers to regulate the conduct of every Englishman 
visiting Canton, can you form any opinion what would be the 
regult as to keeping peace^nd good understanding with ttye Chi¬ 
nese, as compared with what now takes place with the Cpmpany’s 
present establishment?—Supposing such a state of things to 
exist at some future period, I should say that, unless judicious and 
energetic diplomatic arrangements preceded such a change, the 
British trade would not exist at Canton two seasons without the 
most violent and serious interruption. My reasons for thinking • 
so are these. The Company possess the twofold character of 
trading merchants and of a great controlling power : they can 
temporise, as they have done before ; but if the representatives 
of Great Britain emanated directly from the government of this 
country, I conceive they would be placed precisely in the same 
situation as the men-of-war have always been in; that is to say, 
they would stickle for the honour of their government, and they 
woul<J not be able to recede from their first demands, by which 
means the trjtde would be lost for two seasons at least; many 
individuals would be thereby entirely ruined, and thexountry 
would be unable to reinstate their commercial intercourse with 
China without incurring a vast cost. 

2639. Have you not stated that other Europeans, when ag¬ 

grieved, have united together to demand redress from the Chi¬ 
nese, and have obtained it ?— J.n insignificant cases: T have 
stated that to have been done on getty occasions* not on great 
occasion^, certainly. Such an attempt in the year 1814-, when 
the Company made their great stand, would have been as futile 
as it would be for me to hold up my hand in this city for the 
purpose of extinguishing a great,fire. • 

2640. Have you found, from your own experience, that the 
•Chinese people ^re extremely desirous to carry on trade with 

Europeans i*—Unquestionably, but in their own way. 

2641. Then it i?Tthe regulations of the government that you 

consider To hostile?—Entirely so* 
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8 Mar. J830. 2642. You have stated'that during your recollection,-and as 

- far as you have heard, no interruption has ever taken place with 

w. s. Davidson, ^ Americans, who have carried on that trade for many years, 
s</ " except in the case of the Italian sailor; have you ever known 
any thing of the kind occur with the Danish, the Spanish,' the 
French, and Dutch, during the last five years ?-*-Vertainly root. 

2643. Then are the Committee to understand that you antici¬ 
pate those difficulties from the supposition that irregularities 
would take place on the part of the traders there ?—That is only 
a part of my reason, which is cprrqpt as far as it goes, but also 
from the decided disposition of the Chinese authorities to en¬ 
croach. • 


2644. Are you able to state whether "the number of indivi¬ 
duals employed in China by the tea trade is very considerable ? 
—I have always understood so. 

2645. Would not the stoppage of the trade which you antici¬ 
pate be as important a grievance to that country, as the stop¬ 
page of a greaf branch of trade woulcf be to any other country ? 
— Unquestionably; it would ruin those engaged in it at the 
moment. 


2646. Do not you consider that would be an inducement lo 
them to act on reasonable terms?—The government of China 

•an<j[ the trading people are so very distinct, that it is impossible 
to suppose one motive actuating both parties. , 

2647. Do not the Mandarins and the officers of government 
gain very rpuch by thfe trade, both regular and smuggled ?— 
Unquestionably, 

*2648. Would it not be against their interest that any inter¬ 
ruption should take place ? — Certainly. 

2649. Would it not also be against the interests of the English 
residing there to produce any interruption ?—Certainly. * 

2(?50 v Both parties being anxious to keep the trade, on what 
grpund do you suppose the trade would be lost ?—Because, as 
I stated before, representatives of the King of England could 
not temporize in the same way as the East-India Company have 
always been ready to do, when judged politic or necessary. 

265JL You stated, that the present Lord Strathallan, and 
several gentlemen then in thd Company’s service, were con¬ 
cerned in business in Canton'; did you mean it to be understood 
that they had any interest whatever in the sale of opiuin, which 
you described as having taken place?—I stated that, from the 
moment 1 joined the house, it was upon a clear understanding 
that all the opium agency should be mine, and that the cotton 
and other agency should be theirs. 

Did they at all participate in the opium agency?—I 
stated distinctly that in point of fact they <jid' not participate. 
I bona fide profited by the opium agency, and they bend, fide kept 
the other agency. <* ' 
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2653. Did you not state that the Company afterwards put. a 
stop to their servants having an interest in the cotton agency also ? 
—They submitted a proposition, that if it was retained by their ' 
servants it should be for the general benefit, certain parties 
being nominated by the whole to act. The parties then con¬ 
cerned in it ^doclined the thing on those terms, and conse¬ 
quently I succeeded to the whole agency, none of the other 
parties in the Company’s Factory choosing to start against me. 

2654*. Are the Committee to understand* then, that "those 
gentlemen did nothing in the prosecution of thsh business, that 
they Were not permitted to do as Company’s servants ?—Dis¬ 
tinctly so. 4 

2655. Before you joined the house, had the opium agency 
been equally divided between the members of the house?— 
Unquestionably; but the opium agency was much smaller at 
that time than afterwards. 

2656. Had the gentlemen you have mentioned any concern 
in # any business which they were not permitted tty the Company 
to engage in ?—Those gentlemen participated in nothing but 
what they were legally and strictly authorized to do. YVhdh 
they were no longer authorized to do it, they most honourably 
gifve it up to me, and the thing was done quite Soft a Jidc : and 
the reason I use that expression is, that in that country it was 
by some supposed to be otherwise; but I state most distinctly, * 
that the bpium agency profits were bona jide given up to me on 
joining the bouse. 


Martis , 9° die Martii 1830. 

Captqin CHARLES HUTCHINSON called in* and examined, 

2657. Youbtre a captain in the navy ?—A commander in* the 

2658. Since the peace have you Employed jmurself in the 
command of any ship in the mercantile service ?—I took the 
command of a ship called the Bombay Castle, at Liverpool, in 
1819, and went to India, where I remained five years. 

2659. What was the size of tlfe ship?—Nearly 600 tons.. 

2660. During the five years yoti were in command of this 
ship had you any intercourse with Canton ?—I went there three 
times, three several years, from Bombay, with cargoes of cotton 
and various other things that are gent from India. . 

2661. Was there any opium on board, the ship ?—Not on 

bbard the ship ; it is generally sent in vessels employed for that 
particular trade. . • “ 

2662. To whaj*p€fts did you return when you left Canton ?— 
Always t& Bbmbay»froin China. 

* « 2 o 
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9 Mar. 1830. 2663. What were your return cargoes?—They consisted of 

- tea, sugar, silks, camphor, nankeens, and a variety of other 

Captain articles fit for the market of Ihdia. 

Hutchinson* 

2664. Was tea any considerable proportion ?—No, tea is but 
a very small proportion ; it is chiefly used by Europeans, and, hy 
a particular class of people called Parsees. 

2665. How long Wefe you at Canton in any one of those 
voyages ?—Generally about three or four months. 

2666. Had yon the means of knowing whether the trade in 
which you engaged was profitable ?—Yes, I have no doubt it 
was profitable, more or less, at tames : and as one proof of it 
I used myself, not knowing any thing* of the trade, to lend 
money to merchants at Bombay, who paid eight per cent, for 
it to Canton, and the same back; and they made very largely 
upon it again, as I understood from themselves. Since I 
quitted India, I have heard that they do not succeed so well as 
they did; but that w as the state of the trade while I was there. 

2667/1 low wgs the ship in which you were emploj'ed manned ? 
— Entirely with Lascars, but with European officers. 

2668. Do you kndw whether any ships have been employed 
in the country trade with China that were manned by Euro- 

• pqpns ?—I know of two, but I think there were more. They were 
ships that had Wen bought by British merchants, but had been 
built in India; they had the privilege of going to China. They 
claimed the privilege, «and went with British seamen on board. 

2669. Supposing the privilege which belongs now to an Indian- 
built ship to extend to all British ships, do you consider that 
advantage would 8fcCrue from it to the trade ?— I have very little 
doubt of it. It can be but matter of opinion ; but calculating 

, from what t %aw the Americans do, I think it must be very 
advantageous; for they bring goods from England and make a 
profitand I have myself carried goods to China from India, 
fthich havfe been sold wijth a profit there. 

2670. Supposing there were a greater competition of shipping, 
would not the expense of that trade probably be lower ?—No 
doufct it would. The freights are very heavy upon the ships 
that go from India to China. « 

267J. As you were three times at Canton engaged in those 
transactions of commerce, what should you say, from your 
opportunities of observing the character and habits of the people 
of China, a^ to their disposition with respect to intercourse with 
other countries and carryieg tin trade generally ?—They have a 
very great avidity ,*6 trade with every body they are permitted 
o> trade with. The merchants of Ching are extremely eager to 
trade with every one that comes into the country ; more SO than 
any people I have ever seen. 

2672. Do you mean to*say that they are a speculative, trading, 
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enterprizing country ?—Very much so; beyond any others J have 
seen. 

2673. As they are disposed to favour trade» and to he specu¬ 
lative and enterprising in it, are they disposed to be accommo¬ 
dating, and to afford facilities in their intercourse ?—I think the 
pebple themaettes are> in every possible Fay. The government 
take every opportunity pf extorting duties; but those duties are 
not changed ; and so long as you carry on the trade in the 
regular way appointed by them there is no sort of difficulty. 
Liverpool, which is one of the juost expeditious ports for com¬ 
merce in England, is not to be compared with Canton for its 
facility. In half an hour you may conclude a sale of a whole 
cargo of a ship and the purchase of another, and you have no 
further trouble with it; with the Hong merchants particularly : 
the more creditable ones among them are very honest in their 
dealings. 

2674. You say that the government take every opportunity of 
extorting duties: had yftu ever an opportunity of observing 
whether other governments are slack in levying duties on trade? 
—Perhaps I was a little incorrect in the expression I used. White 
you adhere to the regulations they have made, you have no fear 
of extortion ; but if you do any thing at all illegal you are 
subject to very great extortion,and this extortion their own mer¬ 
chants are liable to if they commit any irregularity. They/re-' 
quenlly tnake the Hong merchants pay fines for no real cause, 
but some pretended ones. 

2675. Had you any dealings with the Hong merchants ?— 

Yes, I had, but not to any great extent. • 

2676. Are there other merchants, exclusive of the Hong, 
with whom you can deal extensively ?—A great many, and 
som^ have very extensive dealings; indeed maqy of them much 
larger than many of the Hong merchants, who are in fact nothing 
but a name. 

• 

2677. So that you might have sold or bought a cargo without 
having recourse to the Hong merchants beyond what was neces¬ 
sary for securing the ship ?—Precisely so ; it is frequently done. 

2678. Were there many American ships at Canton at any 
period when you were there ?—Yes ; many come there every year. 

2679. Had you any intercourse vjith the captain^ or the super¬ 
cargoes of those ships ?—I saw them frequently. * 

2680. Did you ever hem* of any complaint of any want of 
facility in carrying on -tine trade in China ?—No, I never heard 
any one complain of any want of facility in carrying on the trade, 

m long as they adhere to the regulations of the country. 

2681. Had you any opportunity of observing instgncesniu 
which the Xmeficans had to dispose of British manufactured 
goods in phina*?£-There were two ships arrived one season 
when I was there,* I understood, entirely loaded with British 
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9 Mar. 1830. manufactures. I did not see the actual disposal of them,' but it 
r ~~~ was well known that they did dispose of them. They were, I be- 
Hulckinston. 1 jevc » not a very good description, and consequently they did not 
sell so advantageously as those of a better description would have 
done. I had some in my ship at the same time which sold at a 
good profit; they had been bought in India at a prtfit, and they 
were sold again in China at a profit. Those were British cotton 
manufactured goods; chiefly long-cloths and cambrics. X have 
taken‘woollen goods likewise. 

2682. Did you ever carry ?ny ^cotton-twist to China ?—1 
think a small quantity, but that trade had not then acquired any 
great extent. 

2683. At what period were you last in Canton ?—I was there 
last in 1824. 

2684. As the Americans carry on a considerable trade with 
the Chinese, do they carry it on through the same system of 
agency, and with merchants of the j?ame character as thqse 
who deal with tf»e English ?—Precisely in the same manner. 

« 2685. And they meet with the same facility ? — Precisely. 

2686. From your observation of the Chinese, are you of opi¬ 
nion that if this trade was thrown open in the same manner us 
every other trade carried on from this country, there would be 
a great increase in the demand for British manufactures and 
British produce in China?—I think there would ultimately, but 
not immediately. There would be some increase immediately ; 
hut of course that, like all other trades, must increase gradually. 

2687. Have they any dislike to British manufactures if—Cer¬ 
tainly not. 

2688. Do you think they would be induced to purchase them 
by the same considerations which prevail in every other pgrt of 
the world, namely, their cheapness and their excellence as 
compared with the cheapness and the excellence of light 
goods, either the productions of their own country or of other 
countries with which they trade?—Undoubtedly. I see them 
regulated by the same considerations as other people now, and 
I conceive they would be when the trade was open : I can see 
no reqson why it should change their natures. 

2689. Should you say it is a* just distinction, speaking of the 
Chinese nation, to say that'the people are speculative and much 
disposed to foreign trade, although the government is prbfessedly 
adverse to communication with foreigners?—Yes, certainly. 
The government may be said to be so far adverse to trade, that 
it is jealous of you, knowirjg ^Vhat you have done in India, and 
it is apprehensive of your intrusion ; but so long as they mav 

secqvc that nothing else would be attempted) they are as de¬ 
sirous of carrying on the trade as the people themselves. 

2690. Although the government professes* Jfealousyjn its in¬ 
tercourse with foreign nations, do not the servants of the govern- 
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ment afford facility to that intercourse, from the consideration !» Mar. 1830. 

of the advantage they derive from it ?—I cannot say that the - 

government does profess any such feeling; it is believed to be so, T r C ) l !? nm 
but. I do not know that they absolutely profess it. ' u t -v»«, 

<£691. In jjofot of fact, are any difficulties thrown in the way 
of commerce* by the servants of the government ?—Certainly 
not: they have every desire for it, because they derive all their 
cmoltftnents from it. Almost all offices in China are bought. 

The IIoppo at Canton buys his office at a large price, and if the 
trade were stopped he would lose his emoluments, and he would 
have no redress from the government. 

2692. Was there an.y interruption to the trade when you were 
at Canton, in consequence of any irregularities or difficulties ? — 

There was an interruption occasioned by the supercargoes of the 
Company themselves. Some men had been killed by the To- 
pa/.e frigate, and two men were demanded in lieu of them. For 
tw*o years they were told that the British Goveryment would be 
applied to. In the third year they insisted upon a (fecisive 
answer as to those men ; they were told that* they were m^n 
under the King’s controul, over which the Company had no 
ptkwer, and therefore they could give them no answer about 
it, and the Company’s ships were not permitted to go to 
Whampoa, lest they should not afterwards be permitted by the. 

Chinese to quit the country. This interruption, I think, conti¬ 
nued for nearly two months; and the Chinese, finding that the 
Factory were determined not to give*up the point, at last 
yielded, and sent a message that the King of England might 
punish those men. The trade was then opened again, and $11 
went on as before. 

2693, What year was that in ?—1 think it was in 1822. 

26!H. Are y r on aware of any other interruption arising out of 

l he difficulties with the Chinese authorities, or with the Chinese 
people ?—Not while I was in China. 

2695. Do you know of any interruptions that have arisen'in 
the American trade ?—Not while I was in China; but I have 
heard of such an interruption, on the occasion of an Italian 
sailor, who was on board one of their ships, having been sup¬ 
posed to have killed one of the people. 

2696. Arc you aware of hny difficulty or interruption that 
has ocentred in the country trade?—None but where the ships 
have committed some irregularity, and that has been but mo¬ 
mentary. 

2697. In that case, has the interruption been confined to the 
»4up that has so offended, or has it been extended to the trade 

generally ?—It has bepn confined to the ship that hag so *c£- „ 
fended; it has 'generally arisen from some of the Lascars 
attempting Jo sttfff^gle opium. 

26J8. Has*the intcrieuencc of the*governmcnt been confined 
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9 Mar. lftfO. to the ship that had been guilty of the offence ?—Certainly, in 
■-, cases of that kind. 

Hutckmson. 2699. And the others have received no molestation ?—None 
at all. 

2700. Have the Americans any public officer at Canton to 
transact their business with the government?—There is an offi¬ 
cer there who is called the consul, but he has no power over the 
ships that came there. There are many nominal consuls, of 
different nations, in China, but they have no power. Many ob¬ 
tain these appointments as an. excuse to reside, the Company 
having the power to send away all British subjects. 

2701. Is not the consumption of tea quite general in China 
among the native population ?—Quite so, so far as I have seen; 
but having had intercourse only with a particular portion of the 
empire, it is difficult to pronounce positively. 

2702. Must not the whole quantity exported from China 
bear p small proportion to the quantity that is consumed, at 
home?—I have always understood so from the Hong mer¬ 
chants. 

2703. Do you understand that if there was any increased de¬ 
mand for tea there would be any difficulty in supplying it H.— 
Certainly not. 

2704. Supposing any interruption to occur to the trade with 
Canton, from any political or other cause, do you suppose there 
would be any difficulty in the Chinese trading with Sincapore?— 
1 am not aertain Whether there would or not. If the Chinese 
government dircovered that you obtained tea by that means, it 
iS possible that they might prevent such vessels going as would 
bring you a sufficient quantity ; but I cannot speak with any 
certainty, not knowing what their regulations are with regard to 

.their own traded 

2705. Have you ever been at Sincapore?—I have been there 
three times, 

*» t 

2706. Arc there any considerable number of Chinese junks 
resorting to that settlement ?- I have not seen many myself, 
but I have always understood that six or seven go there in a 
year* and sometimes more. 

2707. Supposing the Chinese were to put a stop to the export 
of teas altogether, are you of opinion that the prohibition w ould 
be effectually enforced, so as to prevent its being sent to Sinca¬ 
pore?—1 think it is extremely probable that they would be 
enabled still ,to bring it to Sincapore, but I am not certain. 

2708. What do you apprehend would be the effect in China 
of a total prohibition of the export of tea ?— It would be difficult 
'to say.* The Chinese government feel ihemselves„to be a very 
rotten sort of government,; they know that the people are ready 
to revolt in many of their provinces, and tlfrey woyld. therefore 
be veiy cautious how they gave any cause of discontent to any 
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part of their empire ; but whether they are particularly afraid 9 Mar. 1830. 
of tliat part of it situated near Canton I cannot tell. There are : 

some of the provinces where they are much more inclined to Utuchinson. 
revolt and to resistance than in that, particularly the province 
of Chichoo. 

2709. Yoif are aware that tea can be exported from other 
ports of China besides Canton in Chinese junks? — Yes, because 
it is brought to Sincapore from other parts. 

2710. Is it brought from the tea provinces ?—It is brought 
by canals to the coast, and then put on board the junks, who 
bring it to Sincapore. 

2711. Are the junks that &ome to Sincapore with tea loaded 
at Canton, or at ports nearer to the growth of the tea?—At 
ports nearer to the growth of the tea, I believe ; I know they 
are not loaded at Canton. 

2712. Had you* any opportunity of ascertaining that the tea 
exported to Sincapore is* of a good quality ?*— I belieye not, 
because a good quality is not wanted. It is for the use of the 
Chinese there, who are of a very low description, and who 
therefore require only very cheap tea. 

•2713. Do you think the Chinese government could more 
effectually prevent the exportation of tea than it does the im¬ 
portation of opium ?—Perhaps it might more effectually, because* 
tea is a more bulky article. 

2714. From all its ports ?—From all # its ports, in- the same 

proportion as to the two articles, of course. • 

2715. Is the exportation of tea by the Chinese junks to Sjp. 
eaporc an illegal trade or a permitted trade ?—It is a permitted 
trade, I believe. 

2%16. Do you know whether the duty paid upon the exporta¬ 
tion of tea in # a Chinese vessel is lower than it is upon the like 
article exported in a foreign vessel?—I am not aware.whether 
it is or not. • • 

2717. Is not Sincapore too new a settlement for you to be 
able yet to form an opinion of what effect that step may have 
upon the trade of China?—Yes, I suppose it may be. 

2718. Do you know, of your*own knowledge, where the tea 

sent to Sincapore is shtpped*from jp- China ?—No, I do not i I 
only know it is not shipped at Canton. * 

2719. Is it not shipped from ports wearer to the growth of 

the tea ?—So I have always ^understood; of course I have no 
positive knowledge. • , 

# m 2720. Can you state what the relative prices of tea, of the 
same quality, at Sincapore and at Canton are ?—No, h canwst, _ 
never having inquired. 

2721. # Have heard whether, upon the whole, it is 

cheaper or dearer at Sincapore ?—l cannot say. It would, of 
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course, be dearer than the same tea bought by the Chinese at 
Canton not exported and paying no duty. 

2722. Do you happen to know whether the Chinese govern¬ 
ment exact the same measurement duty and the same dues 
from their own junks as they do upon foreign shipping?—I do 
not know. I should suppose not, from their desire to impose 
upon foreigners as much as they can. 

27g3. Then, of course, they could navigate much cheaper 
in those junks than the foreign ships could navigate?—I should 
suppose so. ' r 

2724. Is it not the case that those ships frequently do clear 
out for one port with an intention^o go t ( 0 another if the market 
suits them?*—I conceive they would have no difficulty in going 
where they pleased, the Chinese government having no means 
of knowing where they went to after quitting the country. 

2725. What do they take back from Sincapore to China?— 
They .take back tin, rattans, and betel-nut, if it can be ob¬ 
tained. . 


• 2726. Any Bfitish manufactures ?—I dare say they do. 

2727. Have you a personal knowledge of this trade by 
junks ?—Yes; I have seen the junks at Sincapore. 

. 2728. Are you aware whether the exportation of lea in native 

vessels is prohibited by an edict of the Emperor of China ?— 
No; I stated that, as far as 1 knew, it was perfectly'legal. 1 
never heard that it was contrary to their laws. 

2729. Is*" not tea exported from China to every part of the 
Eastern Archipelago in considerable quantities, for the con¬ 
sumption of those countries ?—I have always understood so. 

2730. If the trade be an illegal trade from China to Sinca- 
j>ore» would it not follow that it must be without any export 
duties?—Of course there would be no charges bjit fees to the 
Mandawns, who will always allow themselves to be bribed. 

*2731. But, to the best,<5f your belief, it is a legal trade?—I 
believe so. 


2732. Can other parties procure teas of equal quality at Can¬ 
ton wjth the teas purchased by the East-india Company?—The 
tea required for the Indian market is generally of a superior 
description to that brought to England, and is obtained very 
readily; but, of course, the quantity of it is not so great. 1 
have no doubt that any quantity of tea of any quality might be 
obtained by making engagements for it the year previous. 

2733. When you say that, the quantity is not so great, is the 
reason of the quantity being so small that the demand in India 
4 j fnore limited, or that a supply in China could not be obtained ? 
—Entirely because the demand, is limited. 

2734. Are you then of opinion, that the India Company, if 
they chose to contract foi*it beforehand, and to stipulate for it, 
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could procure a better quality of tea than they now habitually 
import ?—I have always understood so from the Hong merchants 
and the Chinese : but those finer kinds of tea, cither from the 
depraved tastes of the English, or some other cause, are not 
relished in this country. 

J735. Does ^y quantity of that very fine tea come here ?— 
Yes ; there i^some proportion of it comes here. 

2736. Are you speaking of green or black tea ?—Black tea. 

2737. Do you know any thing of the tea that comes by land 
through Russia ?—I know nothing of it but from report. I have 
always understood that it is* of a very superior quality to that 
obtained in this country. 

2738. Are the teas you mentioned as being carried to India 
known by any particular name in ibis country?—Yes; Palme 
or Pekoe is the finest of their teas; and Pouchong is another; 
it is a very delicate tea, wrapt up in papers. 

2739. Have you ever beard at Canton that the Company pro¬ 
cure the best teas for the English consumption, In consequence 
of paying a higher price than the private-tradefs ?—They have 
no rivals in the English market, therefore, of course, they 
obtain what teas they please. 

2740. Have not they rivals in the Americans and other traders? 

—Yes, but the Americans chiefly take the green tea. I think 
perhaps £hey may obtain better tea than the Americans,*by 
making engagements for the tea the year previous, and paying 
a larger price. • 

2741. Do you think the Company procure tlifir teas at the 
cheapest price at which that quality of lea could be procured 
No. I have always understood that they pay more for it than the 
same quality would be paid for by the private merchant. Some- 
timesfwhen I have washed to purchase tea of the Hong merchants,. 
they told me they must wait till their teas had been examined by 
the Company, and chosen, and then that they would - sell me 
w hat remained. They always look rjpon their trade with the 
Company as their greatest advantage. 

2742. Is not the largest dealer likely to be the best supplied 
w ith tea, and to buy it at the cheapest rate ?—I do not think he 
buys at the cheapest rate, but h$ will be the best supplied*. 

2743. Having the greatest command of the market, t will he 
not be aide to deal upon better terms?—He could if he tried, 
but the Company does not try. 

2744. Why do not they try ?—I do not know : \t may not be 

their interest. * • 

• ■•2745. With respect to that very fine quality of tea, do you 
know what would.be the price of that as compared with the best" 
sort of black teas tjtat come here ?—It is almost at any price; 

I have lull'd of feeing as much as four or five dollars in China. 

2 p * 
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y Mar. 1H30. 2746. Do you know the prices which the Company pay for 

their teas?—I do not know the prices. 

Jhiuhinion. 2747. How do you know that they pay higher prices than 
individuals?—Because, though I cannot state the prices now, I 
heard them at the time, and they appeared to me to be higher. 

2748. Might not the quality compensate for the price?—I do 

not think it did. * 

2749. Why not ?—Because it was not as good. 

2750. Did you examine it ?—Yes; I have seen the teas myself. 

2751. Was the tea offered tQ yop, tea that had been rejected 
by the Company ?—Yes. 

2752. You have stated that the consumption of India is the 
very finest quality of black tea?—Not the very finest, but 
superior to that generally brought to England. 

2753. Did you pay a higher or a lower price than the Com¬ 

pany?-! suppose that I paid a higher price than the Company, 
because the tea was very superior to that generally bought by 
them.* 1 v 

, 2754. When (.you bought tea which you supposed to be of 
equal quality, did you pay a higher or a lower price than the 
Company?—I imagine that I bought it upon better terms than 
they did. 

* £755. Why should the Company pay a higher price than they 

could obtain the article for?—I can hardly say. I suppose it 
must be from want of sufficient diligence in their servants. 

2756. I^it considered to be a very profitable thing for one of 
the Hong to have a share in the Company’s trade ?—They look 
upon it as one of their chief profits. 

2757. Is the value of that share known ?—The precise value 
is not known, but it is always considered more desirable to obtain 

•than that of any other dealer. 

- 2758. May not that be on account either of the*great demand 

of the Company, or of theq giving a better price ?—I have under¬ 
stood that it was on account of the better price as well as on 
account of the greater quantity. 

2759. Are you speaking of black or green tea?—Of both; 
but in comparing the prices given by the Company and by pri¬ 
vate merchants, I am speaking* of black tea chiefly. 

m 2760k Is not the consumption of tea in India confined to green 

tea ?—At Calcutta it is, but at Bombay the consumption is almost 
* entirely of black. 

2761. Did you ever hear tliflt the value of a share in the sup¬ 
ply of black tea to the India Company by the Hong merchants 
was considered 40,000 dollars?—I never understood what*u 
“precisely was; I always understood it was considered by them 
as a bonus beyond what they could get frore^iny private trader. 

2762. Supposing that ap edict on the part of the Chinese go- 
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vernment could be produced, prohibiting the exportation of tea 
from all parts of that empire excepting Canton, would you not 
consider that as a strong demonstration of the anti-commercial 
spirit of the Chinese government?—I should consider it as a 
government not having very enlightened views of commerce; 
but it might be to guard themselves against smuggling from a 
great numbe# of ports. 

2763. You have stated, that you, as an individual, could pur¬ 
chase "tea at a cheaper rate of the same quality as the Easfc-India 
Company, do you attribute that to your paying money instead 
of paying part in goods, or* to hny other cause ?—I can hardly 
say to what cSuse to attribute it; I only say that it exists. 

2764. Do you know.the fact, that an individual pays in dollars, 
and that the Company pays partly in goods ?—I know that if 
you pay in dollars you can buy upon far better terms. 

2765. Do not the Hong merchants, when they have obtained 

a share of Company’s trade, pay a considerable sum to the IIoppo 
^•consideration of that slftire ?—I do not know.* • 
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2766. Do you know, when you yourself transacted‘business, 
whether any thing was paid by the Hong to the IIoppo on ac¬ 
count of that business ?—I do not know. 

*2767. Are there any goods that are reckoned prohibited goods 
in China exported by the country ships?—A large quantity in. 
almost every ship. They chiefly consist of cassia and a coarser 
kind of silk, upon which the duties are too heavy to be taken in 
the regular way; they are therefore bargained for with the out¬ 
side merchants, to be smuggled on board the shin, afld it is done 
with as great facility as the regular trade, the Mandarins beiijg 
all feed and permitting it. 

2768. Did you ever know any interruption to this irregular 
trade?—None whatever ; it is as easily carried ©n as the regular 
trade. . 

2760. Did you ever export silver from China?—I have*tuken it, 
but that has been regularly shipped ;*tjiat is, I had a chop for'it. 

2770. Is a large portion of the assorted cargoes exported from 
China, articles prohibited or subject to such duties that they are 
generally smuggled ?—Yes. 

2771. And that with the knowledge and connivance of the 
Mandarins ?—Certainly. There isw an island near V^liampoa 
called French Island, where those smugglers live. Goods in¬ 
tended to be smuggled are sent to French Island, and you 
receive notice the night before at what hour the cargo will be 
brought. The Mandarins then surrpund the ship,* and wait for 
the smuggling boat: when it comes alongside they send a man 

a canoe to coynt the packages* that no more may be brought^ 
to the ship than fehey have received their fee for. In fact, their 
whole governments one system of corruption from top to bottom. 

2772. D<5 not fou th^nk that the facilities they afford to 
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- commerce ?—Certainly, in the people ; not in the government, 

Cnp'mn. a f course. 

Hole an on. 

2773. In the officers of the government, do you attribute it 
to a desire to obtain a suitable remuneration in return for the 
sum of money they have given for their offices ?■■— pertainly. 

2774. It being notorious that all those offices are paid for?— 
So I have always been told. 

27t5. Do you happen to know what is the freight paid at 
Canton for the tonnage allowed.to the officers in the Company’s 
regular service ?—It has throughout the differed years I have 
known it varied from £45 to £60 p$r ton in the regular Indiamen. 

2776. Is that the price at which they can let out a ton of their 
privilege from Canton to England ?—Certainly. I know it, 
because when I was meditating my return to Europe, I was 
desirous of sending things by means of the Indiamen, and I did 
not think proper to do it on account of the tonnage being so 
high. The captains of the ships generally purchased this ton¬ 
nage, and sometimes private merchants at Canton, for the pur¬ 
pose of making a remittance to England. 

2777. Did you ever know any difficulty in procuring silk, or 
any other article of China produce, to any extent that was 

• requisite for the demand of the foreign market ?—I believe 
sometimes there may have been a scarcity of silk, but never to 
any great extent. With previous notice there certainly would 
be none, frqjn what I have always understood. 

2778. Do yoti think if there was a year’s previous notice 
of any increase of demand for tea, say one-third more than is 
now required, there would be any difficulty in obtaining it ?—I 
should imagine not, from what 1 have always understood from 
the Ilong merchants themselves. 

277Q. When the freight from Canton to England was from 
£45 to £60 per ton, what was the freight from Canton to Bom¬ 
bay?—The trade is generally regulated not by the ton but by 
packages in the country ships; therefore I am not prepared 
precisely to say what it might have amounted to per ton, but 1 
should imagine from £10 to £12 at the very least. 

2780. Would that be a profitable freight ?—Certainly. 

2781. ‘ Do you know wH'at the freight was on board the 
American ships from Canton to Boston ?—I do not. 

2782. Docs it consist with your knowledge that there have 
been any teas exported from* Sincapore to other parts of the 
world ?—I do not knew. 

^ .2783. You have stated thatj'ou have known of British ships' 
manned with British seamen having made a voyage to Canton 
from India: can you state their names and vibe names of the 
captains?—I know of twp, certainly; and C think there was a 
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third. One of them was the Partridge, and the other was the 
Hannah. The captain of the Partridge 1 do not recollect: the 
captain of the Hannah was named Haythorn. They were 
between 400 and 500 tons. 

2784. Do you know whether the trade of other nations with 
China derives any assistance from the Company’s Factory there ? 
— Not in the Feast, I should suppose. 

278,'j. They do not interfere either to protect or impede 
them? —Not in the least. 

2780. Therefore whatever is the state of the foreign trade 
with China, ^prows out of their own arrangements, or the 
facilities afforded by the Chinese government ?—Entirely. 

2787. Did you ever'have any opportunity of applying to the 
Factory yourself for any assistance or facilities ?—I never had. 
] have known that other people would have been desirous of 
obtaining their assistance, but did not apply, knowing that the 
Company’s agents would not mix themselves up with any other 
business than their own. There have been several instances 
where Ilong merchants have failed, and the persons to whom 
they owed money not being paid their dividends at the times 
appointed, have made application themselves to the Hoppo at 
Canton. They collected a number of their friends, and sat 
themselves down at the city gates for two or three days together, 
till they obtained an answer. 

2788. Notwithstanding those occasional difficulties, you have 
stated that the trade with China is carried on with mdre facility 
than any other country with which you are peqdainted?—I, 
think so. 

2789. What is the frcight # at present from Bengal or Bombay 
to England ?—I had a letter lately from a gentleman at Bom¬ 
bay, who stated that it was £2 a ton, and not obtainable at that. 

2790. Supposing the freight from Canton to Bombay to be £10 

and from Bombay to England £2, the same goods that ^are now 
charged at £45 to £60 might arrive by % this circuitous trade at the 
rate of £12?—No doubt; but I imagine that the freight of the 
country ships themselves is now very much reduced; because by 
the same letter of information before alluded to, I understood 
that the country ships were going on in a much less prosperous 
way than when I was there. ( . 

2791. When you were in the command of a ship, had you a 
supercargo, or did you manage the transactions of trade your¬ 
self at Canton?—There was a supercargo at Canton corres¬ 
ponding with the owners at Bombay, sometimes he went in the 
ship. 

2792. Do yoi\ know what commission he received „for the 
transaction of the business ?—I do not exactly know ; he was a 
native merchant, ■*’and their commission is much less than 
that of Europeans. * 
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9 Mar. 18.10. 2793. Was he Chinese?—No he was a Parsee, a native of 

- Bombay. 

Cnpimn 2794. You have stated, that you believe the country trade 
Hutchinson. , , , , - •. 

to be m not so prosperous state as it was; can you assign any 

reasons for that diminution of prosperity ?—I cannot assign any 
reason but one, that the chief article of export fsorn India is cot¬ 
ton, and the Chinese now grow a greater quantity of cotton 
than they did formerly, and consequently their demand for that 
is not so great: a less price is also obtained for it. 

2795. You have stated your anticipation of an increase of 
demand for English manufactures in the event o||c trade being 
thrown open, should you continue of that opinimi if you were 
informed that the Company alretfSy exerts itself without much 
success to stimulate the consumption of British manufactures ? 
—I should continue of the same opinion, because I think private 
merchants would carry on their trade in a more economical way 
than the Company do, and therefore they *would carry their 
goods, there cheaper. 

2796. Are you of opinion, from your observation, that the 
Company do exlirt themselves to the utmost of their power ?— 

I take it for granted, from hearing it now asserted, but I do not 
know that it is so. * 

2797. You stated that you conceive there would be no 
difficulty in obtaining additional quantities of tea, do you mean 
black tea or green tea, or both?—Both; but the black more 
easily than the green, because the use of green is entirely con¬ 
fined to Europeans and Americans; consequently it would take 
some time to extend the plantations from which it is brought. 
Black tea is used throughout the Chinese empire, and w hat we 
consume of it is so small a proportion that 1 have no doubt a 
much larger supply of it might be obtained immediately. 

* 2798. Do you think that an increase of quantity might be ob¬ 
tained without any increase of price ?—1 think it probable that at 
first the Chinese would demand a greater price for tea, but that 
would soon find its level,-as a larger price could not be given 
with advantage, and of .course, like all other things, tea would 
become reasonable again. 

2790. Do you think the quality of the tea would be affected 
by the larger demand ?—I suppose it might be, but the same 
proportion of good and bad tea would come, I dare say. 

2800. Do you think as great a quantity of good tea would 
be procured ?—I should think it could. 

2801. You *stated that you thought if twelve months’ notice 
were given any quantity df tea might be obtained; are you 
awgre how long it is necessary that the tea-plant should be 

'planted'before it produces the leaf?—No. Bjit my reason for 
supposing that you could obtain any addition^] quantity is, that 
our consumption compared with that of tin "vvhol* empire of 
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China is so small, that I have no doubt there is sufficient tea 9 Mar. IK3Q. 
grown without planting any more. 

& 1 ° J ^ Captain 

2802. Do you know that as a fact ?—No, I have heard it from iiutchunon. 
the Hong merchants. 

2803. Have you ever heard any estimate of the proportion 
which the quantity of tea exported bore to the quantity con¬ 
sumed at home ?—The Chinese are so ignorant of the state of 
their own country, that they would have no means of making 
such a!h estimation, and no European could of course. 

2804. Is not it true that tea is the general beverage of all the 
population of ^hina ?—Certainly. 

2805. Did you happen to fyear whether the British manufac¬ 
tures found their way into the interior of China, or whether they 
were confined to the districts adjacent to Canton ?—They find 
their way into the interior, so far as the carriage of them 
will allow without rendering them too dear. They are very de¬ 
sirous of obtaining them, I understand, in all parts of China, 
particularly in many northern districts, where they require the 
woollens for warm clothing. 

2806. When the importation of British goods has been much 
increased, has there been any difficulty in disposing of those 
gohds?—I have not been at Canton when such a difficulty has 
occurred; but no doubt it would occur, if there was a great influx 
of goods beyond what was required. 

2807. You say that tea rejected by the Company has been 
offered to you; have you ever purchased any of their rejected 
teas ?—Yes, I think I have. It has been so far rejected by them, 
that it has been offered to them, but perhaps notexumined, nqt 
being required. 

2808. Was the price asked of you the same that had been 
asked of the East-India Company?—I understood that I was 
asked less. 1 always understood from the Ilong merchants 
that they expect to get a better price for their tea. of the 
same quality from the Company thjn from any private mer¬ 
chant. 

2809. You stated that a private merchant could buy tea 

cheaper and better than the Company’s servants buy it; what 
reason do you assign for that? —It would be difficult to 
assign any reason; I can only state a the fact as I have under¬ 
stood it. * 

2810. Xre you aware that a proportion of the price of the tea 

is paid by the Company in articles of British manufacture, and 
that other traders pay ready mopey for it?—No< other mer¬ 
chants sometimes exchange article# of merchandize for their 
<ea, as well as the Company. • 

2811. Does not the difference in price depend, in some mea¬ 
sure, upon the thijg given in exchange ? —It depends so far as 
this, thatif*you pay entirely for it in money, you will get it 
cheaper and better. 1 
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9 Mar. 19:50. 2812. You stated that you had seen numbers of junks arrive 

- at Sineapore, bringing tea and other goods from China; do 

Captain « ou consider those junks to be seaworthy ?—Perfectly so, 

Hutchinson. J J j j 

2813. Have you ever heard of any great losses among those 
ships?—They are sometimes lost in the typhones in the 
Chinese seas, in which any ship may be lost. „ I should think 
them more liable to be lost than an European-biiilt ship : they 
are of very rude and primitive construction. 

2814. Do you consider them equally safe and commodious for 

carrying tea as other ships ?—Taking the seasons as they do, and 
sailing only in the proper monsoons, I see no danger in their 
vessels; but, as general sea-boats, they are not to be compared 
to European ships. « 

2815. You stated, that if you had dollars you could make a 
better bargain for the teas, than if you had goods; from that, 
it is presumed, there is not a very ready sale for goods ?—I never 
found any difficulty in disposing of goods, but at the same time 
I found much greater advantage in having dollars. I think that 
would be found in any other country. The merchant can do 
as he pleases with the money, but he can only do one thing 
with the article of commerce. 

2816. If the goods are desirable in the market, must they not 
be as valuable as money?—I cannot decide the point. lean 
only say, that it appears not to be the case with the Chinese. 
If he have the money he can buy goods or not, as lvo pleases, 
but if he have the goods he can only do one thing with them. 

2817. You say that you have sold in China British cotton 
manufactures #liich you have bought in India, is that trade car¬ 
ried on to any great extent ?—-No; it would sometimes be a 
losing trade. It has been done when cotton goods were selling 
at no great profit in India. 

2818. Have you known it frequently done ?—No ; because 
generally goods in India sell to great advantage. They could 
not generally be carriec^ to China unless they went there 
direct. 

2819. Do you think'that if there were an open trade the 
Chinese would consume British cotton manufactures to any great 
extent?—The Chinese admitting them only at one port, of 
course the consumption could hot be extended so far as if they 
were admitted to other ports, but as far as they could be car¬ 
ried with advantage, the Chinese would be glad to buy them 
and use them. 

2820. Could not cotton goods be smuggled with advantage 

to other ports ?—There was a difficulty in smuggling at other 
ports when I was in China, but some ships with opium sue* 
needed to a certain extent. Since I left, that Country, I under¬ 
stand that they have smuggled to a larger amount, and I sup¬ 
pose other goods as well as opium. ^ v a 

2821. Do you think that the smuggling could be carried on 
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with the same ease at those other ports as at Canton ?—I should 
think not, because at Canton it is systematized. 

2822. Did you carry a cargo of glass bottles to Bombay ?—I 
did.* 


9 Mar. 1830. 


Captain 

Hutchimon. 


t2823. \Va%if a new object of commerce upon that occasion ? 
—Not entirely new; but it was so far new, that it was with 
great difficulty I persuaded the agent at Calcutta to put them 
into tfie ship. * 

2824. Wlmt was the result of,it ?—It was very profitable. 

2825. Did you find any difficulty in selling them?—No; I 
wrote to the merchants at Bombay, and they had sold them 
before I arrived. 

2826. What induced you to try the experiment?—Because 
I had information from Bombay that bottles were very Scarce 
there, and they were extremel}' cheap at Calcutta. 

2827. Do you conceive that other articles of British produce 
might, in the same way, be exported beneficially to the China 
market, by watching the wants of the Chinesetind the prices? 
—If a free intercourse was allowed with China direct from 
England, I suppose there would be always a sufficient supply of 
goods in the former country not to require any from India, and 
therefore the advantage which has existed heretofore of taking 
goods to* China from India, when they were cheaper there, 
would cease. 

2828. You stated that at the time of tile men being killed by 
the Topazo frigate the Company’s trade was stopped for a cer¬ 
tain time; and you also stated that, in the event of such ah 
occurrence happening with a country ship, the trade would 
only be stopped so far as that ship was concerned ?—Unless a 
man was killed, then I think the whole trade would he stopped. 

2829. Do the vessels which take out cotton and other arti¬ 

cles from India to China return with full cargoes from China U> 
India ?— A1 waj s, I believe. There may happen instances when 
they do not, but i h t o‘c always known them to go full: and no 
doubt a great trade might be carried on by British ships in flic 
same way ; they would do it much more economically tliau the 
country ships. » 

2830. When you made a vdyage from India to Canton, did 
the license which you obtained give you the power of touching 
at any ports which are not intermediate between the port in 
India and Canton ?—I suppose so. 

2831. Should you have considered* yourself as empowered by 

Vhe license you obtained in India to bring tea from Cantonjn 
the country t/adt?, and to have carried that tea to a portNvhich 
was not intermediate bet ween the two places, such as Mauri¬ 
tius, for e^typnple ?—*-If’ it was out of the direct course I should 
not have gone .there. , ’ 

• to . , 
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9 Mar. 1830. 2832. In case of the interruption of the trade, would it re- 

- quire a very large number of junks to bring tea enough to Sin- 

llutc/thtsnn ca P ore * or t ^ ,e supply of Europe ?—A much larger number 
lH ‘ ' than now come, and it could not be immediately done. The 
junks are large vessels, but as it now takes twenty to twenty- 
three Indiamen, of 1200 to 1300 tons each, to bring us tea 
every year, and as only six or seven junks visit Sincapore yearly, 
their number must be much increased before they could bring 
sufficient tea in case the trade with China was interrupted. I 
do not, however, myself think any such interruption is to be 
apprehended, as I have always understood the Chinese govern¬ 
ment is as anxious to obtain the duties levied upon the tea 
there as ours is to obtain the duty upon it here. 

2833. What number of junks have you ever seen at one time 
in the Canton river ?—I think I have never seen more than two 
of the large size, but the smaller ones are innumerable. 

2834. Do not you think that tlio’ number of junks that urc 
constantly in the Canton river at all periods of the year would 
afford tonnage sufficient to supply Great Britain with tea for 
one whole season, at any time ?—l have no doubt, if they were 
permitted to go, but I have some doubt whether they would be 
permitted to go with tea; their object would be suspected, 

Mr. CHARLES EVERETT called in, and examined. 

2835. Y')u are a commission merchant ?—I am an American 
commission merchant. 

2836. You have been engaged for eleven years, since the 
year f818, in purchasing goods for the China market, on ac¬ 
count of American merchants ?—I have. 

2837. How have those goods been principally shipped to 
Canton.?—They have been principally shipped by American 
vessels direct to China. 

2838. Direct from London, or to the United States, and 
there re-sliipped ?—Principally direct. Some few have been 

sent to the United States. 

<■- 

2839. Have you not had in your hands a very considerable 
portion.of the American trade in woollens to China from this 
country?-—I have. 

2840. Were you one of the first agents employed in England 
in this business?—I was. 

2841. In what manner had the Americans formerly made 
their remittances to China ?—Principally in specie and opiuni, 
from the United States and elsewhere.' 

fl 

2842. Have you with you a statement of your annnal pur¬ 
chases of woollen and cotton goods?—I have an abstract, 



SELECT COMMITTEE of the HOUSE OF COMMONS. 293 

marked (A), of all the shipments I have made from the year 9 Mar. 1 830. 
1818 to January 1829, and a table marked (B). J/r c EverelL 

[The witness delivered, in the same, which are as follows :^ 


(A.) 


ABSTRACT of SHIPMENTS, from 1818 to 1829. 


Ophelia: 

July 1818 , 

lloxana; 

Sept. 1818 

^ugusta: 
July 1819.. 


Packages.' 
‘ 9 


Pieces. Canton: £. s. 


d. 


Ophelia: 

Dec. 1819 .. 


llobt. Edwards: 
March 1820.. 


Canton Packet; 
May 1820. 


Ilouqua; 
July 1820. 


i 


58 cloths 


Boston ; 
29 cloths .... 


08 

1 

75 

33 


8 

204 

10 


286 

50 

141 

150 

2 


100 

205 

6 

9 

80 


180 

84 

54 

117 

20 


t Gibraltar & Canton: ( 
1,344 bombazetts 3,662 5 

20 camlets. 144 2 

1,500 long ells ... 4,607 14 
200 cloths . 1,718 5 

Canton: 

80 camlets...... 585 3 

1,824 cloths .15,170 4 

200 long ells ... * 561 0 


Canton: 

2,867 camlets.20,571 

1,000 bombazetts 1,641 
2,820 long ells ... 7,865 
786 cloths ...... 6,518 


100 cottons.. 


191 


0 

8 

19 

5 


Gibraltar & Canton : 
1,000 camlets...... 7,042 8 

4,100 bombazetts 9,139 6 

24 cloths . 208 15 

180 long eys-... 505 6 

1,388 cottons. 2,492 5 


8 

6 

10 

10 

0 


£. 

1,136 


s. d. 
8 11 


67»18 3 


10,132 6 6 


16,316 8 5 


36,788 9 0 


Canton : 

3,600 bofnbwetts 8,333 2 *8 

839 camlets. 5,^86 14 10 

1,080 long ells ... 3,074 18 2 

702 cloths . 5,330 18 4 

2,000 cottons. 1,378 13 9 


19,388 2 10 


£. 


s. d. 


1,809 7 2 


26,448 14 11 


23,604 7 9 


(Conlinv 
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marked (A), of all the shipments I have made from the year 9 Mar. 1 830. 
1818 to January 1829, and a table marked (B). J/r c EverelL 

[The witness delivered, in the same, which are as follows :^ 


(A.) 


ABSTRACT of SHIPMENTS, from 1818 to 1829. 


Ophelia: 

July 1818 , 

lloxana; 

Sept. 1818 

^ugusta: 
July 1819.. 


Packages.' 
‘ 9 


Pieces. Canton: £. s. 


d. 


Ophelia: 

Dec. 1819 .. 


llobt. Edwards: 
March 1820.. 


Canton Packet; 
May 1820. 


Ilouqua; 
July 1820. 


i 


58 cloths 


Boston ; 
29 cloths .... 


08 

1 

75 

33 


8 

204 

10 


286 

50 

141 

150 

2 


100 

205 

6 

9 

80 


180 

84 

54 

117 

20 


t Gibraltar & Canton: ( 
1,344 bombazetts 3,662 5 

20 camlets. 144 2 

1,500 long ells ... 4,607 14 
200 cloths . 1,718 5 

Canton: 

80 camlets...... 585 3 

1,824 cloths .15,170 4 

200 long ells ... * 561 0 


Canton: 

2,867 camlets.20,571 

1,000 bombazetts 1,641 
2,820 long ells ... 7,865 
786 cloths ...... 6,518 


100 cottons.. 


191 


0 

8 

19 

5 


Gibraltar & Canton : 
1,000 camlets...... 7,042 8 

4,100 bombazetts 9,139 6 

24 cloths . 208 15 

180 long eys-... 505 6 

1,388 cottons. 2,492 5 


8 

6 

10 

10 

0 


£. 

1,136 


s. d. 
8 11 


67»18 3 


10,132 6 6 


16,316 8 5 


36,788 9 0 


Canton : 

3,600 bofnbwetts 8,333 2 *8 

839 camlets. 5,^86 14 10 

1,080 long ells ... 3,074 18 2 

702 cloths . 5,330 18 4 

2,000 cottons. 1,378 13 9 


19,388 2 10 


£. 


s. d. 


1,809 7 2 


26,448 14 11 


23,604 7 9 


(Conlinv 
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EVIDENCE ON EAST-IND1A AFFAIRS 


Augu.ta: 

r. 

Pac kages. 

Pieces. Canton: 

£. 

if. 

u. 

£ 

S, 

d. 

£. 


Nov. 1820 ... 

20 

670 cottons. 

. 1,766 

6 

5 







554 

4,540 camlets. 

.30,277 

9 

2 







130 

2,700 bomhazetts 

5,927 

10 

7 







330 

1,082 cloths . 

.17,169 

13 

6 







74 

1,480 long ells .. 

. 4,159 

17 

8 







20 

sundries .. 

. 557 

7 

5 





l 




— 

- 


59,858 

4 

y 









--- 


— 

139,639 

4 

Coidelia . 


Canton: 


r 







Jan.1821. 

305 

7,235 cottons..,.. 

. 8,156 

7 

8 







23 

238 camlets. 

. 868 

7 

5 









- - 

— 

- 

9,024 

15 

l 



Nautilus : 


Canton; 









April 1821 ... 

113 

1,125 camlets. 

. 7,817 

12 

o 







130 <• 

2,600 bomhazetts 

7,084 

17 

j 







177 

3,540 long ells .. 

. 9,394 

17 

G 







552 

3,570 clqjlis . 

.33,927 

16 

4 

/ 






227 ' 

6,800 cottons. 

. 7,967 

2 

1 







.32 

sundries .. 

. 1,741 

6 

2 









-- 

- 

-- 

6,793 

11 

4 



Ophelia; 


Canton : 









Aug. 1821 ... 

Hi 9 

5,836 cottons. 

. 8,836 

19 

7 







20 

400 bomhazetts 

1,090 

18 

5 







r. 

100 long ells .. 

. 321 

14 

O 







150 

1,500 camlets. 

. 9,959 

17 

6 




* r * 



50 

sundries .. 

. 3,023 

0 

0 











- 

23,232 

9 

8 



Claiissa ■ 


liatavia; 






—- 

190,190 

16 

Match l p -22... 

172 

8,590 cottons. 

. 8,154 

17 

] 







2(1 

240 cloths .... 

. 1,770 

9 

f> 







20 

400 long ells .. 

. 957 

1 

6 







32 

sundries .. 

. 2,469 

9 

4 









— 



13,351 

17 

5 



Canton Packet ; 


Canton : 









Sept. 1822 ... 

230 

2,300 camlets .. 



• • t 

15,116 

5 

0 






w 



-- 


— 

28,468 

2 

Levant: 

“ 










March 1823... 

50 

500 camlets.. 

. 2,972 

12 

8 







240 

4,800 long ells 

. 8,209 

3 

3 







48 

2,730 oottons .. 

. 5,705* 3 

o ■ 







7 6 

586 cloths .. 

. 5,459 

6 

10 







40 

sundries 

. 2,089 

19 

2 









— 

— 

- 

24,436 

4 

11 



Augusta ; 


•Canton 









May 182.5 ... 

201 

5,820 long ells 

.12,413* 

7 

0 







207 

1,770 cloths .. 

. 9,352 12 

6 







80 

3,284 cottons .. 

. 7,485 

16 

8 



_ 





100 tons iron 

. 1,181 

14 

4 







138 

sundries 

. 5,637 

15 

O 







i 30,071 


( Continued} 
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London Packet; 

Packages. 

Pieces. Boston ; *. d. 

July 1823 ... 

50 

1,000 long ells ... 2,244 9 5 

• 

10 

100 camlets. 561 11 4 1 

• 

. 28 

sundries ... 1,612 4 10 I 

Via Liverpool ... 

40 

400 camlets. 2,122 5 2 | 

• 

Duxbury: 


Boston; | 

Feb. 1821 ... 

25 

1,148 oaml*ts .. | 

llonqua : 


1 

% 1 

.Aug. 1824 ... 

392 

23,250 cottons.21,499 13 0 I 


186 

3,660 long ells ... 7,440 9 0 


40 

400 camlets. 2,430 11 8 


391 

2,G40 cloths .20,521 0 11 

• 

ll 

sundries ... 1,212 10 6 

* „ _% 

Nautili's; 


Canton : 

Dec. 1824 ... 

150 

1,500 camlets. 8,726 3 0 


404 

2,840 cloths .23,149 2 1 


110 

2,200 long ells ... 4,224 4 4 


559 

28,662 cottons.28,085 18 8 

• 

177 

sundries ... 7,061 12 9 

__ _ _ 1 

London Packet; 


Boston 

Feb. 1825 ... 

10 

900 cottons.?. 

Via Liverpool: 


Boston : 

April 1825 ... 
* 

81 

6,583 cottons... 

* 

Ocean; > 


Boston : 

May 1825 ... 

25 

500 long ells. 

11 

11ouqua; 


Manilla ; 

Feb. 1826 ... 

379 

28,087 cottons.22*525 19 2 


20 

220 cloths . 2,059 17 2 


5 

100 long ells ... 206 0 0 


5 

50 camlets. 350 0 0 


2 

50 bombazetis 145 9 2 

* 

17 

sundries ... 1,826 17 10 

Nautilus; 


Carbon: 

March 1826... 

206 

2,060 camlets...!..13,105 17 0 


363 

2,208 cloths .29,02W 2 6 

. 

448 

20,890 cottons.23,192 1 4 i 


90 

1,800 bombazetts 5,120 6 6 

* 

7* 

sundries ... 6,927 4 2 


£. 


d. 


6,540 10 9 


— * 33,104 


71,217 0 10 


443 0 0 


5,918 2 2 


1,047 11 0 




£. 


a. d. 


67,048 1 4 


125,681 3 9 


7,408 13 2 


27,114 3 4 


77,365 11 6 


\bout £00,m 
value of the car¬ 
goes of the Nau- 
tilus and I iouqTia 
were purchased 
m 1925, and the 
shipment delayed 
until 1820. 


\J 


[('onlLHiicd) 
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• 

m 

Milo: 

■ 

Packages. 

1 „ 1 

Pieces. Canton: £. «. <1. ! 

1 

Sw c i* 

£. *• <t 

July 1826 ... 

483 

3,020 cloths .20,699 2 2 

t 



100 

2,000 long ells ... 3,941 10 6 

i 



40 

4,000 cottons. 1,290 4 9 

1 

1 1 




--j 

25,930 17 5 


Danube '■ 


Canton : 



Aug. 1826 ... 

55^, 

3,588 cloths .23,881 8 6 ; 




20 

200 camlets. 1,200 0 0 




28 9 

12,528 cottons ...... 9,543 13 1 




23 

sundries ... 3,209 14 3 






37,835 0 10 


Milo: 


Canton: 

— 

168,245 13 1 

Aug. 1827 ... 

204 

11,258 cottons.11,990 8 1 




50 

500 camlets...... 4,333 12 2 




84 

508 cloths . 3,219 16 11 




13 

sundries ... 1,441 18 4 

k 




— 

20,985 15 6 


Houqua: 


Canton: 



Sept. 1827 ... 

399 

32,690 cottons.17,629 8 1 

! 

ii 



70 

700 camlets...... 3,802 19 10 




16 

sundries ... 3,278 12 8 





-- 

24,711 0 7 


Dorchester: 


Boston : 

- - 

45,696 16 1 

Feb. 1828 ... 

7 

sundries . 

2,025 8 0 


August* : 


* 

Canton ■ 



April 1828 ... 

140 

7,000 cottons . 7,116 17 2 




120 

! 1,200 camlets. 6,376 2 6 




24 

sundries ... 2,697 19 2 





-- 

16,190 18 10 


Nautilus : 


Canton : 

! ’ 


July 1828 ... 

150 

• 1,500 camlets...... 7,808 2 6 




' 196 

1,300 cloths .l'T,835 4 0 




45 

900 boinbazetts 1,838 17 6 



, 


2,000 long ells 3,347 6 6 




142 

10,095 cottons . 6,414 2 11 




92 

sundries ... 3,021 11 6 






33,265 4 11 




* 


51,481 11 9 


14,392 

Packages. 



* 




762,118 4 1 


S 

4 




* 


i 

, 

Loudon, March 6th, 

1830. 

Charles Everett. 



4 


• * 




* < 

f 






















(B.)_TABLE showing the Quantities of each Article and’ Amount Shipped. 
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London, March 6, 1830. 






298 EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS : 

9 Mar. 1830. These statements show' the amount and dates of the shipments 

- by each vessel, also the quantities and value of several leading 

Mr. C. Everett. ar tj c j es . distinguishing the amount of cottons, woollens, and 
sundry other goods. I have purposely omitted giving informa¬ 
tion respecting any new articles prepared by me for the China 
market, as it might prove injurious to those concerned; and 
although I am not at present engaged in continuing the exten¬ 
sive trade I have been instrumental in opening for the manu¬ 
factures of this country, I wish to avoid doing any thing against 
the interest of my late employees. 

2843. What was the greatest year ?—The greatest year was 
1826: but I would remark that of the amount that year, part of 
the goods were purchased, and they were intended for ship¬ 
ment in 1825, but were detained here in consequence of a 
failure; the amount was £168,245. 

2844. What was the amount in the year 1825?—£7,408. I 
should,say that.-about £80,000 of thq goods exported in 1826 
fairly belonging to 1825. 

2845. Will ychi state the amount of each year?— 



£. 

S. 

d. 

In 1818. 


7 

2 

1819. 

. 26,448 

14 

ii 

1820. 

. 13,963 

4 

4 

1821. 

. 100,190 

16 

1 

1822. 

. 28,468 

2 

5 

1823. 

. 67,048 

1 

i 

1824..:. 

. 125,681 

3 

9 

1825. 


13 

2 

1825. 

. 168,245 

13 

1 

1827. 


16 

1 

1828. 


11 

9 


.■£762,118 

1 

l 


2846. What is tfic aggregate amount of the eleven vears?— 
£762,118. 4s. Id. 

2847. Can you state the aggregate amount of each description 
r;f & v,wle?—referring to Statement (B) you will find that of 
woollen cloths the quantity was £231,822. 3s. 6<7.; of camlets, 
£152,088. 16s. Id. 

2848. Is the camlet all woollen ?—Yes, the camlets are all 
woollen. ‘ Of long ells, which are also woollens, £74,521. 10s.; 
of cottons £207,784. 0s. 10t/.: and of sundry other articles, 
£05,000. 15s. 2d. 

2849. Have you also a statement of the number of pieces of 
goods of different descriptions, and the progressive diminution 
in past years ?—Statement (B) shows the number of pieces 
of the different descriptions. I have also‘a paper, marked ((.'), 
which shows the value of several articles at different periods, 

front 1820 to 1830, when compared with 182&. * *■ 

• * 

i s 

[ The e/V/tr s', delivered in ihe same, xvfiich is asjo/lnxvs J 
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(C.)—A STATEMENT showing the Value of J.ong Cloths, Camlets, and 9 Mar. 1830. 

Biond Cloths, at different Periods, compared with 1820. - 

Mr, C. Everett . 


Cotton Long Cloths. 


In 1821,...were less per cent. 2^ to 5 

1082. ditto ... 5 — 

1823 . ditto ... 10 — 15 

1824 . ditto ... 20 — 25 

1825 . ditto ... 12i — 15 

1«26‘. ditto ... 30 — 35 

1827 . 4itto ... 35 — 40 

1828 . ditto ... 40 — 45 

1829 . ditto ... 45 — 50 

1830 .,.... are* ditto ... 47^ — 50 

Camlets. 

In 1821........were less per cent. 5 

1822. ditto ... 10 

1823.. .... ditto ... 12^ to 15 

1824 . ditto ... 15 — 20 

1825 ...!.... ditto ... 10 — '12i 

1826 . ditto ... 17§ — 20“ 

1827 . ditto ... 25 — * 30 

1828 . ditto ... 30 — 33 

1829 . ditto ... 37£ — 40 

1830.. , ..are ditto ... 42 — 45 

Broad Cloths, suitable for the China Trade. 

Jn 1821.were less per cent. 5 to 7 k 

1822 . ditto ... 7 k — 10" 

1823 . ditto ... 10 

1824 . ditto ... '12i — 15, 

1825 . ditto ... 5 *— , 10 

1826 . ditto .. 35 — 40 

1827 . ditto ... *40 — 42 

1828 . ditto ... 42 — 45 

1829 . ditto ... 45 — 47 

1830 .are ditto ... 45 —a 50 


It appears froai the above, that nearly double the quantity of goods may 
be bought at the present prices for the sum paid in 1820; therefore, to form 
a correct estimate of the trade with China# it will he requisite to compare 
with the quantities, and not the amount shipped. 

Long ells are 55 per cent, lower than Ijp 1820. 

London, March 8th, 1830. Charles EsjflfiirFT 

2850. Has there been a regular decrease in price from 1820 

to the present time ?—Excepting the year 1825, when there 
was a small advance. • * * T 

2851. 'Therefore the increase in the quantity of goods ex¬ 

ported would be much more than would appear upon the in¬ 
crease of the value ?—My calculations are from 1820 to this 
date. £100 at the present time worfld buy. twice as many goods 
as it would in 1820. * 

2852. Have you any doubt, from the experience you have 
had, that if the existing restrictions were removed, the trade to 
China in '^British manufactures might be materially increased? 
—I have no doubt the trade might be increased to a very con- 

2 K 
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EVIDENCE ON EAST-1 NDIA AFFAIRS: 


9 Mar. 1830. 
Mr. C. Everett. 


siderable extent by proper management, if the restrictions were 
removed. 

2853. Have you found the trade in British woollens with 
Canton a profitable trade ?—I am not able to answer that 
question fully, as I have not known what the goods have actually 
brought; but I suppose, from general informatfon, they have 
been profitable, as the shipments being continued is the strongest 
proof.that can be offered. " 


2854. Do you consider that the American trade in woollens 
has been generally profitable ?•—I do. 

2855. To what do you attribute that, when the Committee 
hear from the East-India Company that their trade in woollens 
has been a losing trade ?—I cannot account for the East-lndia 
Company’s losing money on woollens. 


2856. Are the woollens which have been generally sent out 
by the American traders of a different description, or of a 
superibr quality, to those sent out by the East-India Company? 
—I can only aq^wer for what T purchased myself; some of the 
articles have been superior to the East-India Company’s. 


2857. Have you ever bought any of the rejected cloths of the 
East-India Company ?—Not for many years, excepting a few 

. pieces ; I speak of cloths only. 

2858. Have you any reason to suppose, from what you have 
heard from your American correspondents, that they experience 
any difficulty in carrying on the trade at Canton ?—I do not 
understand that there is any difficulty in carrying it on. 

2859. And that so leng as you were connected with it, they 
made it, upon the whole, a generally profitable trade ?—I believe 
so. 


2860. Has that trade fallen off lately ?—The trade in manu¬ 
factured goods has been continued lately by the house of Baring 

andCorfipany. 

2861. Has the trade decreased or not lately ?—I believe that 
it has increased the lasf year. 

J £S*>2. Can you state as to the two preceding years?—I 
should think it had increased, as considerable quantities have 
gone from Liverpool, shipped on account of another party, 
since 18,21, by William an’d< James Brown and Company. 

2863. Is it within your knowledge that the trade has in¬ 
creased ?—I refer you to my statements, (A) and (B), respect¬ 
ing the shipment or woollens and cottons. 

2864. Have you a statement of the export of foreign woollens, 

cottpns, and metals'from the United States to China?—Yes, I, 
have ; if is drawn up from an official document, priced by order 
of Congress, for the years 1827 and 1828, ending the 30th of 
September in each year. , i(# 


{The witness delivered in the same,, whichwas rend as follows 
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AN ACCOUNT of the Value of Foreign and Domestic Woollens, Cottons, 9 Mar. 1830. 

and Metals, exported from the different Ports of the United States of - 

America, in the years ending the 30th of September 1827, and 30th of Mr. C. Everett . 
September 1828; extracted from a General Statement respecting -the 
Iribport and Export of Goods, Wares, and Merchandize, printed by order 
Congress, 10%h February 1820. 


i 

1 

i • 

1827. 

1828. 




_ S' 


i 

Forftgn. 

American. 

i 

Foreign. 

American. 

i 

f 

! Woollens .t. 

19,264 


7,210 

- „ 

Cottons, white and coloured... 

76,274 

9,388 

304,789 

14,981 

; Cotton twFt . 


_ 

3,574 

r 

1 Iron in pigs, bars, and bolts ... 

3,398 

4,250 

14,885 


Copper in pigs and sheets. % 

4,114 

— 

1,1,819 


\ Tin plates . 

3,570 

— 

2,056 

• 

\ Lead .. 

• 

1 

178,131 

— 

€9,051 


• 

Value in dollars.. 

284,751 

13,638 

313,384 

14,981 


'* 


2805. Has any cotton-twist been sent from this country 
through you ?—A small quantity some years ago. 

2806. Has any been sent lately ?—I believe it has been 

shipped lately, but not by m e. * 

2867. Have you acted for houses in’this country?—I have 
acted under the direction of houses in this country, but for 

account of American houses. 

• * 

2808. Have you been employed by the house of Baring and* 
Company ?—I was employed by Bates and Baring, now belong¬ 
ing to the house of Baring and Company. 

2869. Do you know whether other* persons besides yourself 
have been employed as agents for purchases of this de scriptio n ? 
—I understand that Barings themselves have been purchasing 
goods for four vessels; three of them have gone in 1829. .1 can 
state the names of the vessels \ the Milo, from London; the 
New England, from Liverpool; and*the Margaret Forbes, from 
London. ’ There is another cargo in the London Docks. 

2870. Were you employed in selecting any part of those car¬ 
goes ?—No. 

2871. Were you employed in 18^9 by any other persons in 
•the selection of cargoes for China?—Ncf, excepting a small 
amount, which f suppose went by the New England. 

2872. Do you conceive the variation in the amount of exports 
in diff’erenf years tlfat you have stated, to have arisen from the 
variation in th£ amount ofthe trade itself, or merely from a varia- 
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9 Mar. 1830. tion in your agency for that trade?—I purchased during the 
—- years mentioned the whole of the goods that the parties had 
Mr. C. Everett. f rom England, excepting about £8,000 of woollens, and £2,000 
of Cottons. 

2873. You do not think they have bought any thing through 
any other channel?—Not anything, except abdfut £8,000 of 
woollens and £2,000 of cottons. 

i 

2874. Have not there been other houses shipping,for American 
account to China, besides those who had employed you in the 
selection of their goods ?—I have informed you that some goods 
went through Messrs. Brown’s of Liverpool, for another party; 
that house and my employers are^the two principal parties con¬ 
cerned in the trade from this country to China. I know of no 
others of much importance. 

2875. You have stated, that you have upon some occasions 
bought goods refused by the Company ; were those refused by 
the Cftmpany on account of the quality, or that they did riot 
want any more r of that description of goods ?—I have bought 
very few rejected goods, except the article of long ells: those 
were rejected for being a little light in weight, or any other point 
which does not exactly come up to the Company’s standard. If 
a long ell is too fine , it would not weigh enough, and of course 
wouid be rejected, so that we may select the best goods from 
the rejected ones. 

2876. Do you consider that the long ell is the worse for the 
China market fyr being too fine ?—No, I consider it much better. 

2877. Do you consider yourself able to make a better selec¬ 
tion of goods for the China market than the East-India Com¬ 
pany ?—That would be too much for me to presume. 

■ 2878. Do you know how the Company purchase their gbods ? 
—They generally purchase by contract, which is 'not an advan¬ 
tageous way of purchasing, 

2879. In the course of making your purchases, have you found 
jthe Company in your way in the same description of goods that 

you "i^fere looking for ?—No. I have known that when the Com¬ 
pany offer a contract, say for camlets, or any particular descrip¬ 
tion of goods, there has been a meeting of the manufacturers, 
and they, have fixed the pric© at which they should tender at, and 
I have met with the same difficulty myself in making purchases. 
When it mas known that I wanted a large quantity, I found that 
the manufacturers sometimes combined to hand me a price ; and 
I have had considerable difficulty in counteracting the effects of 
combinations, not oply in purchasing the article itself, but in 
every part of the finishing. 

2880. Is not that the effect of any large purchaser going into 
the market at any time ?—It would be the effect if known. The 
Company give public tenders ; but if 1 go into the market, I can 
take care the quantity that 1 wish to purchase is not knovVn. 
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2S81. Are you not of opinion that, practically considering 9 Mar, 1830. 
the mode in which the Company make their purchases, you ~~~ 
make your purchases upon more favourable terms?—I have good Mr ' ‘ verelt ' 
reasons to suppose that my goods were purchased cheaper than 
the Company’s v 

2882. Ar<? the Americans desirous of purchasing finer goods 
than what are purchased by the East-India Company ?—When 
1 had*the management of it, my object was to get better goods 
than the Cdtnpany’s, and in most articles I have succeeded. 

2883. You think, upon a gdheral average, your goods are of 
at least as good quality as those of the India Company?—Yes 
they have been proved so. . 

2884. In their respective kinds?—Yes. I must except one 

article; I should think the Company’s long ells were superior to 
those I shipped. • 

2885. Is the Company's mark ever used in any way by the 
Americans ?—The Company’s mark I never uso on the putside 
packages. We have copied the manner of packing and the 
making-up of the goods, and the number a>f pieces in the 
package, but there is never any mark on the bales, at least not 
o£ late years, which would appear like the Company’s. 

2886. Are the Committee to understand that the quantity of 
goods exported from America to Canton are altogether goods 
exported from this country on American account ?—It is possible 
that some of the articles included in those may have been 
shipped from this country on English account. • 

2887. You have stated that the Company’s lotog ells are better 

than the long ells you have purchased ;* could not you get as 
good long ells ?—I consider that they have had them dyed and 
finished rather superior than what I have donp. I could cer¬ 
tainly procure the same, or even better quality than the Com* 
pany’s, if it Vere required. • 

2888. Do you think that an advantage on the part of the 

Company ?—The quantity of long ellfc we have shipped is very 
small in comparison with theirs. • 

2889. When did the Americans begin to export British manu- 
factures to Canton ?—In 1818 I commenced the business* 

2890. Can you state any reason why they did not do so before? 

—It was because the prices were too high to execute the orders 
that were sent for them; there was a small quantity of goods 
purchased in England and afterwards returned to the United 
States from China as unsaleable^ in consequence of the quality 
not being suitable for the market. * 

' 2891. In what years have you known die woollens returned 

from China?'—Tletween 1816 and 1817. 

2892. Arc you aware of what the mark on the Company’s 
cloths is i*— Yes ; f do not know exaptly what they put on the 
bales', a divifled heart, I*believe, and some letters. 
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9 Mar. 1830. 2893. Did you in the goods you have shipped put on a mark 

- resembling it ?—I may have done so many years back. 

Mr. C. Everett. 

2894. Since 1818 have you done it?—It is barely possible; 

the few first shipments I recollect were marked with a mark some¬ 
what similar to the Company’s. * 

2895. Have you done so in the later shipments ?’—No. 

2896. How long have you discontinued it?—I can hardly 
recollect. I am speaking of the outside packages; in the inside 
packages we have in some degree-imitated the Company, but it 
is not the same. 

2897. Did you try to assimilate your mark to that of the Com¬ 
pany’s for the purpose of making it appear*that they were Com¬ 
pany’s goods ?—It w r as necessary to have them marked in that 
way, that they might be known as that description of goods, to 
give them a greater currency. 

2898. Why d'd you discontinue the ^practice ?—- By the orders 
of my employers. 

<2899. Do you »know whether the goods are marked in the 
same manner that are sent from America?—I do nbt know. 

2900. Were they supposed to fetch a higher price in China in 
consequence of that mark ?—I do not know what the reason was 
for putting it on. 

2901. But you had been desired to make it similar ?-i-l acted 
according to directions. t< 

2902. Wefe not you desired to make those marks as near as 
possible to the dompany’s mark ?—In respect to the manner of 
packing and marks on tlie goods, I was. The cloths bought by 
me are very different from the Company’s, they measure two to 
five yards longer.. I have not for five or six years marked a 
package any way like the East-India Company’s. 

2903. Before thtfl, was it not the practice to do so ?—In the 
first few shipments it was enstomary to do so, but I have not 
done it for many years. 

..—SS HA D 'd you ever def that for Barings and Company ?—No; 

J should have sa*d it was Bates and Baring that I did business 
for. * 

2905. You Jiave stated that you thought the cloths you bought 
were better than those of tfie East-India Company ; if that be 
so, what interest could you have in packing them in the same 
manner as those of the East-India Company ?—Because the 
Chinese have been accustomed Jo see them in that manner. 

2906. If your cloths were of a superior qualify, would not 
that Siaw been better shown by not imitating the East-India ' 
Company ?—I always thought so myself, but my correspondents 
thought otherwise. 

2907. You stated that in,the course of eleven yearS*yon have 
exported manufactured goods for Agnesi can houses to* the 
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amount of £762,118; do you know whether to those American yMar. 1830. 
houses it was a losing or an advantageous trade ?—I have no -—- 

doubt it was an advantageous trade. Mr ’ Uiwtt. 

2908. Were there many of those houses interrupted in the 
course of their affairs afterwards The principal part of those 
purchases wete for one house, who are now very rich. 

2909. What is their name ?—Perkins and Company, residing 

at Boston ; one of the partners is here now. m 

2910. Winch ?—Mr. Cushing. 

2911. Are not they supposed to have made their fortune in 
the China trade ?—There is no doubt of it. 

.2912. Have you any means of knowing who they traded w ith 
in China, whether the outside merchants or the Hong mer¬ 
chants?—Principally, I believe, with Howqua and Manhop. 

2913. What is the general agency charge in this business ?— 

I have received one and a quarter per cent, commission on the 
purchase. * * 

2914. Is that all you receive ?—Yes. „ 

2915. Do jfou know whether the house of Perkins is looking 

with anxiety to the decision of the question, whether it shall still 
be a monopoly trade or an open one?—I understand that they 
are about giving it up. # 

2916. Why ?— I cannot answer for that reason ; that is what 
they tell me, 

2917. Do not Perkins and Company*still continue traders? 

—Yes. • 

2918. But this particular branch of Irade, you understand, 
they are intending to give up ?—That is what I have heard. 

29^9. Do you know that Mr. Cushing has made a large for¬ 
tune and has retired from business ?—Mr. Cushing is worth per- 1 ' 
haps £500,Odt), and is retiring from business*; he hasjbeen the 
acting partner in China for about twenty-five years. . 

2920. Have you opened any correspondence with any new 
American house in consequence of Perttin’s house in tending to, 
give up the trade ?—No. 

2921. Have not you heard that the house of Perkin® and 
Company owe their chief fortune to the opium trade ?—To the 
China trade ; the opium trade* is, of bourse, included in«it, 

2922. From your knowledge of the trade, as far as you have 
been employed as a commission agent, are you of opinion, that 
if we > had as free an intercourse with China as the Amercans 
have,* the trade between England ancl China would be the prin¬ 
cipal trade carried on with China?—I havt no doubt it would 

be very beneficial to England to have a free trade; but*wliet]ier 
it would be the principal trade with China, I cannot tell. 

2923. you tlflnk any other country would be a rival with 
this country ih the export of .manufactured goods to China ?— 
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9 Mar. 1830 . No, decidedly not at present. But the Germans are improving 

- in their manufactures, and may soon rival yours in woollens, 

Mr. c . Everett. un ] ess your ports are opened for the produce of the Continent, 
so as to equalize the price of provisions. And if j'ou would ad¬ 
mit American flour, &c. it would greatly increase the export of 
goods to the United States as well as to China, ard by advanc¬ 
ing the prices of their broad stuffs, complete the overthrow of 
their cotton and woollen factory. 

2924. Is there any nation now that rivals the British in 
the China trade?—Not that I am aware of, excepting the 
Americans. 

2925. Do they rival the English trade now ?—Certainly 
they do. 

2926. To any great extent ?—There is no doubt they are car¬ 
rying on a very large trade with China. 

2927. Is any other trade with China equal to the English 
trade?—Not in manufactured goods,‘certainly. 

• Mr. ABIfcAHAM DIXON called in and examined. 

.4 

Mr a Diron. 2928. You are a foreign commission agent residing at Leeds ? 
—Yes. 

. 2^29. In what other lines of business have you been em¬ 

ployed ?—I have resided in Leeds about two years ; seven years 
previous I resided in Huddersfield, in the same line of business. 

2930. Did you evei carry on business as a Blackwell-hall 
factor and merchant?—From the year 1795 to the year 1822 I 
resided in London, and during the whole of that time was en¬ 
gaged in the business of a Blackwell-hall factor and merchant. 

2931. What is a Blackwell-hall factor?—An agent for the 
.sale of cloth mahufactured in the West of England. 

2932. During any portion of that time were you interested in 

a concefn in Yorkshire, for the manufacture and dyeing of 
edarse cloth for the use u the army and the East-India Com¬ 
pany ?—I was. ^ 

' 2§SfJrHave you had any dealings with the East-India Com¬ 
pany in cloths ?—From the year 1795 to 1807 I was clerk with 
a Blackwell-hall factor, who also was connected in the same 
trade; and from 1807 to-1822 1 carried on business myself, in 
conjunction with other parties, as a Blackwell-hall factor and 
merchant, and also up to the end of 1825. 

2934. With what articles of woollen have you been in the 
habit of supplying the East-India Company?—All the different 
kinds of cloths: they buy superfine or Spanish stripes, white and 
stripe lipt cloths, medley cloths, and kerseymeres. 

2935. Do you consider that there are’any other descriptions 
of cloths, besides those exported by the East-India Company, 
which are suited to the China market ?—FormfcVly, to my 
Knowledge, a fine and stouter description of cloths was sent by 



SELECT COMMITTEE of the HOUSE OF COMMONS. 307 

the Russians to China, which I occasionally supplied to mer- 9 Mar. 1830. 

chants in St. Pelersburgh and Moscow; also a coarser and - 

finer description of cloth than what the East-Indin Company Mr ' A ’ Du ""' 
generally send out to China, is sent out by the Americans. . 

2\)36. Do you believe, from any circumstances within your 
knowledge, tjja\ the very coarsest descriptions of’ cloths might 
be exported to China with advantage?—I believe, from the 
information I have had from Americans and others, and also 
from the evidence that was given before the House of Commons 
by Mr. Grant, and also by Mr. Jdoberts, in 1821, that the very 
coarsest description of cloth that is manufactured in this coun¬ 
try, which can be dyed the colour that is required in China, 
would be saleable to »greater extent than an}' other descrip¬ 
tion of woollen in that country; for both those gentlemen 
stated, that the bulk of the Chinese have it not in their 
power to purchase the cloth which the Company send out, 
and for that reason I should suppose the coarsest cloth would 
b» the most suitable. • • . 

2937. Do you know any thing of the nature and extent of 
the trade in woollens carried on by Americans between this 
country and China?—Yes, I do. 

^2938. What are the descriptions of woollens chiefly sent out 
by the Americans ?—The same sort sent out by the East-India 
Company ; also a fine and stouter cloth, and also a coarser'and 
a lower priced cloth. 

2939. In the finer descriptions of cloths, do you conceive 
that the article sent out by the American mejclftmts is equal 
to that sent by the East-India Company.?—They send a consi¬ 
derable quantity of belter quality than the East-India Company 
send out. 

2940. Is that which they send of the same tlescription of an 

equal quality with what the Company send?—Yes, indeed? 
exactly the same. • . 

2941. Do they obtain it as cheajf ?—I believe they do; trnd 
I may say perhaps more correctly, that # they obtain it cheaper. 

2942. Do you consider that they have any greater facilities 

and what are those facilities?—The principal advantage that 
the Americans have over the East-India Company is, in Having 
the cloths from Leeds, where tl^y are dyed a great deal 
cheaper than in London. * 

2943. Have they also any advantages resulting from late im¬ 
provements in the manufacture, which the East-India Company, 
by their mode of proceeding, ai% debarred from possessing ?— 

t Very considerable improvements have been made in the manu¬ 
facture of fine«eloth at Leeds of late years, all of which the 
Americans have the advantage of, whilst the East-India Com¬ 
pany are^debarrqjl from it, from the nature of their contracts 
and the n\oc\e in which they purchase their cloth. 


v. 
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9 Mar. 1830 . 2944. Will you state in what mode the East-India Company 

- make their purchases of cloths ?—Always by tender and eon- 

Mr. A. Dixon. ^ 

2945. Do you consider that to be an advantageous mode of 
dealing?—No, I do not. In consequence of the objectionable 
clauses which are in those contracts, the partics-tendering tor 
the cloth, in order to save themselves, must make an addition 
to the price, in order to cover the rejections which they are 
subject to, and other inconveniences and expenses which they 
are at. 

294G. Is the decision of the overlooker of the Company upon 
the goods which are sent up final, or is there any appeal from 
it?—There is no appeal whatever from it. 

2947. Where is the objection made when the goods are sent 
to London ?—In London, by the overlookers employed by the 
East-India Company. 

2946. Then* the goods are sent' up, and if they are not 
strictly in accordance with the terms of the contract, they are 
rejected in London ?—They are. 

2949. The manufacturer then incurs the expense of their 
transfer to London ?—Yes. 

2950. Is there any difficulty in obtaining a sale for rejected 
cloths ?—Sometimes there is a difficulty, at other times not; it 
depends upon the nature of the demand. Formerly the rejec¬ 
tions of thp fiast-India Company were sold to the Mogadore 
jews, and nearly altogether used for that trade; but lately a 
considerable quantity .has been sold to private traders trading 
to India and to China. 

2951. Is there also an inconvenience Arising from the mode 

•of conducting business by the East-India Company, from 
their goods being transmitted through agents in-London, and 
an additional expense incurred by the commission paid to them ? 
—-"Certainly, that adds to {he expense of the goods. During the 
time I was engaged in tpisiness in London, the charge for such 
business »*as three per cent., which was charged to the raanu- 
acturers for delivering the goods and attending to the neces¬ 
sary business. , 

2952., Were there any other fees to be paid ?—There were 
fees also paid at the India House. 

2953. Cun you state the amount of those ?—The proportion 
of the fees is different; sometipnes they were 6d . per cloth, but 
sometimes the fees are Is. and even 2s. per piece. 

2854., In the rejection of their cloths you stated that the 
overlooker’s decision was final; is that decision often made on 

| trifling grounds?—I have understood that the overlookers have 
strict orders to attend to the contract, whicn states/ in speak- 
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ing of the fine cloths, that each cloth must weigh thirty-two 9 Mar. 18.H0. 

pounds, and that if it is under that weight he has a power of - 

rejecting it. ^ r - -4- Duon. 

2955. Then, though the rejection must be according to the 
strict letter of the contract, it still may be on very vexa¬ 
tious grounds*to the manufacturer?—Certainly. 

2956. Is it the case to such a degree, that manufacturers 
generally exhibit a decided preference for dealing with any other 
customer ratHer than the East-India Company ? —It is. a great 
many of the most extensive manufacturers in Yorkshire will not 
enter into contracts with the East-India Company, nor supply 
them with cloth under those cpntracts. 

'2957. Supposing the cloth should be short of weight, would 
that be a ground for rejection ?—Certainly. 

2958. Would yqu consider that to be any deterioration \o the 
quality of the cloth ?—In making a large quantity of cloths, it is 
impossible to have them all exactly the same weight; some will 

will be a little over and some will be a little under. 

• . 

2959. Supposing a private merchant to take a quantity by 
contract, what would be his practice supposing he found a pro¬ 
portion under weight ? — He would take it. 

2960. Would he take it without any reduction of price ?—If 

the difference was not much, he would take it without any altera¬ 
tion of price, because if some are a little thinner, others would 
be a little stouter. • 

29G1. You consider this, then, to be a vexafious ground of 
rejection on the part of the Company ?—Certainly. 

2962. Yet to this sort of rejection their overlookers are tied 
down by their rules, and they can exercise no discretion ?—I 
believe not. m 

2963. Are the cloths delivered to the ConSpany dyed or un¬ 
dyed ?—They are delivered both in r? dyed and in a white state. 

The West Country cloths are generally delivered white, and the 
Yorkshire generally died. * ^ . 

2964. Are they compelled to be dyed in London ?—Those 
which they receive in a white state are all dyed in London, the 
others are dyed and finished in Yorkshire. 

2965. Is the operation of dyeing more expensive in London 
than it is in the country ?—Much more so. 

2966. In what degree ?—I h^ve a list of the dyeing prices in 
Yorkshire for the principal colours fvhich the East-India Com- 

• pany purchase, and also of the London prices. The London 
price for dyving Spanish striped cloths purple is 2s. 4rf.^per"yard, 
and in Yorkshire la. 6d. 

2967. ffcrc lhos£ the prices of the present day ?—Yes, at least 
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f) Mar. 1830. the last prices which the East-India Company paid, as I am in- 

- formed, for dyeing cloth. The price of black is in London Id 

Hfr. A Bumi. aut j j n Yorkshire 4x1 .; for scarlet, London, 2s. Id., Yorkshire 
ls. 5d.; for mazarine blue, London, Is. 6d., and Yorkshire, 8d. 
I have prepared a detailed statement of the prices of dyeing 
Spanish striped cloths, with the proportions generally required 
of each colour, in a quantity of 6,000 pieces, by the East-India 
Company. 

[*l'he witness delivered in the same, which is as fellows 

PRICES for DYEING Spanish Strfpe Cloths; with the Proportions ge¬ 
nerally required of each Colour, in a quantity of 6.000 pieces, by the 
East-India Company. 


London Prices. 


Per Piece 
of 34 Yards. 

79s. 

19s. 

71s. (id. 
iils. (id. 
29s. 
29s. 

19s. 


Per Yard. 

4 

2 s. id. 
7<i. 

2 s. Id. 
Is. C id. 

K )d. 

lOrf. 

7 d. 


Pieces. , 

1,800 Purple. 

{.,560 Black ....«. 

840 Scarlet (Lac) ... 

720 Mazarine Blue... 

480*Dark Brown ... 

1 429 Light Blue . 

| GO* Ash colour . 

60 Saxon Green ... 

60* Deep i'cllfl w ... 

6,000 

Popinjay..... 

•*Tea colour . 

Orange.......... 

*Jled..... 

Emerald Green .... 

* Light JBxow n ... . f. .. 

Pink ... according to the shade of colour 

Rose?.... d\tto .. 

Aurora...ditto ,. 

Crimson Lac . ditto . 

* - Cochineal. ditto . 

♦Scarlet .. ditto .. 

Maroon .. 


ditto 

* 


Yorkshire Prices. 

Per Yard. 

•* 

Is. (id. 
id. 

Is. Ttd. 

Cut. 

9d. 

8 d. 
id. 

(id. 

5 d. 


5 d. 

hd. ' 

* 6d. 

8 d. 

8 d. 

9d. 

lOd. to Is. 
do. 

Is. to Is. 2d. 
Is. Gd. to Is, 9d. 
2s. to 2s. 9 d. 
do. 


* With the exception of these colours, the othero are partly attd some alto¬ 
gether dyed witii materials the produce.of India. 

The Loudon prices left blank I have not been able «.o procure*; they can 
he furnished by the East-India Company. 
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2968. Are those the colours that are principally required for 9 Mar. 1830. 

the China market ?—Yes. - 

Mr. A. Dixon. 

2969. Are those cloths that are dyed in the piece, or are any 
of .them dyed in the wool ?—They are all dyed in the piece.' 


• 2970. Are any considerable portion of the dyes used the pro¬ 
ducts of Inftia ?—In the list of colours, I observe there are 
about twenty-two which the East-India Company are in the 
habit bf exporting ; and out of these about fourteen are partly, 
and some wholly, dyed with materials the products of Inaia. 

2971. Is a large quantity of*Indian Indigo used?—A consi¬ 
derable quantity. 

• 2972. Are you acquainted with the circumstances of the in¬ 

troduction, and the progress which has been made in the im¬ 
provement of the lac dye? —I am, from information I hqye had 
from the dyers and others. I think the introduction of the lac 
into this country took place about the year 1812. For some time 
tliere was a great difficulty in producing a good colour from it; 
but after repeated experiments, a colour was produced equal, or 
nearly so, to»cochineal in point of brilliancy, and in point*of 
durability much superior for military purposes. It was found 
that the droppings of water from iron did not affect lac scarlet, 
whilst it discoloured the cloth dyed from cochineal; and gun¬ 
powder has a much worse effect upon cochineal scarlet, whilst 
it has none whatever upon those dyed from lac; and in conse¬ 
quence, 1 believe, it is generally preferred for military pur¬ 
poses. • 

2973. Has this article fallen in price in proportion as it has 

been introduced into the country ?—It is difficult to state the 
fall that has taken place in price, though it has been very con¬ 
siderable, but the article has been very much improved; indeed, 
a much superior quality is now brought from India than what 
came at first. • ( 

2974. Has cochineal dye fallen in^rice also ?—Very much. 

2975. Has the Easi-India Company # ever imported any of this 
lac ?—Very little. 


2976. Do they import any now ?—I believe not fq j many 

years. • 

2977. Is there any considerable quantity of it exported from 

this country ?—I understand that about 60,000 pounds weight 

of it is exported annually to Flanders and to Germany. A few 

years ago I was in a dyeliouse at Delph in Holland, where they 

were preparing cloths for Inaia, *and the scarlets were dyed 

with lac. • 

• % 9 

2978. Do you know how much is imported into England ?— 

About 7,000 or 8,000 pounds annually, in value about £100,000 
sterling. • • 
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2979. Is lac the produce of India ?—It is. 

2980. And brought by the private trader?—It is. 

2981. Can you state when the exportation of British woollens 
in American bottoms to China first commenced ?—In the year 
1817, to the best of my recollection. 

2982. Can you state what the progress has been 6f that trade ? 
—In the year 1818 and 1819 there was imported into Canton 
4,957 pieces of woollens, and in the year 1826 and 1827, which 
is the latest account I have seen, 27,17$ pieces, showing an 
increase of 22,319 pieces in that period. 

2983. What is your authority for that statement ?—I obtained 
this from some parliamentary documents ir my possession. 

2984. Are you aware that in the evidence before the Com¬ 
mittee of the House of Lords in 1821, it was stated that British 
goods'were imported into the China market in so trifling a 
degree by the Americans as to be no object of contest ?—I 
recollect it perfectly well. 

2985. Are you also aware that, within a month after that 
time, the same gentleman who made that statement produced a 
commercial letter from the supercargoes in China, containing 
this passage: “ The very alarming inroad that is now com¬ 
menced by American speculation into a trade hitherto confined 
to thb Honourable Company, will, it is probable, soon place 
all certain calculation in its economy at defiance ?”—I recol¬ 
lect it perfectly well; it interested me so much that I took a 
copy of it, which 1 have. 

2986. Are yon aware that in the same letter there is contained 
this passage, “ The greatest evil, however, which we are led to 
anticipate from this encroachment is, the death-blow which it 
inflicts upon the ‘monopoly hitherto enjoyed by the Honourable 
Company?”—That I recollect also. 

2987. By whom was the letter received ?—By the East-India 
Cofnpany, and it was produced by Mr. Grant. 

2988. Are you aware that at that time the trade, upon which 
this alarmiTTg inroad was said to be made, was represented by 
the East-India Company to be a losing trade ?—Yes, I am. 

2989. Have you any means of knowing whether the exporta¬ 
tion of Bij'tish woollens by file Americans has decreased or in¬ 
creased latterly ?—I have no means of knowing positively; but 
from niy communications with American merchants and the 
manufacturers in Yorkshire, I am inclined to believe that it is on 
the increase. There is at this time, I believe, one of the largest 
orders that was ever given out at one time in the hands of the 
manufacturers in Yorkshire for the Ameriqan China trade. 

2990. Do you know the amount of that order ?—I do not 

know the amount. *« •. 
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2991. Has the East-India Company’s supply of woollens to 

the China trade increased or decreased ?'—From a calculation 
which I have made, it appears that, comparing the imports into 
China for the nine years preceding 1819 with the nine years fol¬ 
lowing that date, the decrease has been 236,939 pieces of wool- 
lefts, making an annual average decrease of 26,326 pieces. 
The total of the first nine years, from 1810-11 to 1818-19, was 
1,821,389; the total of the second nine years, from 1819-20 
to 18ST7-28, # was 1,584,450 pieces. • 

2992. Is not that decrease yery nearly the amount of what 
has been exported by the Americans ?—• In the years 1824 and 
1825 the Americans imported into Canton 23,159 pieces ; in 
1826, 26,977; in 1827., 27,17^6 pieces. In broad cloths imported 
by the East-India Company into Canton, there has been an 
increase of 53,255 pieces in the last nine years; in long ells, 
there has been a decrease of 262,868 pieces. In worley^ there 
has been an increase of 25,040 pieces ; in camlets, there has been 

—i decrease of 39,970 pieces. • . 

2993. Can you furnish the Committee with a detailed state¬ 

ment upon tliis subject ?—I have prepared a statement of die 
quantity of woollens of the different sorts imported by the East- 
Inflia Company into Canton in each of the years I have men¬ 
tioned ; also a statement of the quantity of British woollens 
imported into Canton by the Americans. * 

[ The witness delivered in the same, which are as follow .-j 
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STATEMENT of the Quantity of Biimsif WooiXENs^Iniported into 
Canlon by the East-Inclki Company. , 


Wooli.fns : 

Pieces. Pieces, 


1B10 £ 

1811 S 

.237,103 

1812 ..... 


1813. 

...*.242,781 

1814. 

.258,220 

1815. 

.224,632 

1816. 

.161,568 

1817. 

. 175,801 

1818. 

. 133,761 

1819. 

. 144,717 

1820 . 

. 150,254 

1821 . 

. 157,401 

1822 . 

. 172,320 

1823 . 

. 136,768 

1824 . 

.221,814 

1825 . 

. 178,701 

1826.. 

.212,346 

1827 . 

.231,529 

1828 . 

.123,317 


1,584,450 



Broad Cloths ; 



Pieces. 

Pieces. 

1810 1 
1811 J ‘ 

. 5,919 

• 


1812 .. 

....... 6,466 

• 

1813 .. 

6,450 


1814 .. 

...7... 7,629 


1811 .. 

. 8,592 

• 

1816*.. 

. 8,181 


1817 a 

. 11,631 


1818 .. 

. 9^.1 


1819 .. 

. 7,377 

* 71,356 

1820 .. 

. 8,814 


18«r .. 

. 12,171 


1822 .. 

. 13,320 


1823 .. 

. 12,183 


1824 .. 

. 12,396 


1825 .. 

. 13,701 


18*6 .. 

. 19,266 


1827 .. 

. . . 20,289 


1828 .. 

. 12,474 

• 


124,611 


Decrease it^N'inc Yej^s.. 236,930 1( 

Average AnmiTil Deereasg. J6,32{> 


Increase in Nine Years.. 53,255 

• —-- 

Annual Increase. 5,472 
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Long Ells: 

18101 

Pieces. 

1811 jT ‘ * ' 


1812 .... 

. 200,000 

1813 .... 

.200,620 

1814 .... 


1815 .... 


1816 /. .. 


1817 .... 


1818_ 


1819 .... 

.118,540 

1820 .... 


1821 .... 

. 123,000 

1822 .... 

. 132,600 

1823 >. .. 

. 105,000 

1824 .... 


1H25_ 

. 140,000 

1826 

. 166,000 

1827 _ 

. 183,940 

lfc'28 .. .. 

...... Io0,060 


Pieces. 


1,511,288 


1,248,4?0 


Decrease in Nine Years.. 262,868 
•Annual Decrease.. .. 29,207 


■ WorAf.ys : 


1810 £ " 

3,460 

1811 S. 

1812. 

3,100 

1813. 

3,040 

1814 . 

4,060 

*3,940 

1815. 

1816 . 

3,360 

1817. 

6,000 

1818 ....'. 

6,000 

1M9. 

4,000 

1820 . 

4,000 

4,000 

1821 .....*r.... 

Carried forward. 

. 8,000 


‘3(5,960 

a 


36,960 


Worleys, continued. 

Pieces. Pieces. 


Brought forward. 

8,000 

1822 . 

/4,600 

1823 . 

3,520 

1824 . 

7,800 

1825 . 

8,000 

1826 . 

1l,080 

1827 . 

14,000 

1828 . 

6,000 


36,960 


62,000 


«• 

Increase in Nine Years.. 25,010 


Annual Increase.... 2,782 


Camlets : 


1810 l 

1H1I f ** ■* 

.... 18,750 

1812. 

.... 22,340 

1813. 

.... h 020 

1814. 

.... 23,010 

1815. 

_ 20,000 

1816. 

.... 11,390 

1817. 

.... 13,890 

1818. 

_ 14,250 

1819. 

.... 12,000 

1820 .. .. 

... 15,000 

1821. 

_ 15,830 

1822 . 

_ 19,000 

1823 . 

.... 11,340 

1824 . 

.... 12,000 

1825 . 

_ 12,000 

1826 . 

.... 17,000 

1827 . 

_ 13,300 

1828 . 

.... 4,700 


120,170 


Decrease in Nine Years.. 39,970 

! __ 

I Annual Decrease.. 4,441 
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Quantitt of British Woollens imported into Canton by the Americans. 


1824-5..,. Broad Cloths". 



Camlets .......... 



Ijong ells t . r t .. . 

. 7,842 


^ liomhazels T r r r f . 

. 672 




23,159 

1 g25-6.... Broad Cloths ..... 


Camlets. 


• 

I.ong ells . 




26,977 

1 82 1]-7 .... Broad Cloths ,.... 


Camlets.. . 



Long elfs . 



Bombazets....... 





27,176 

■ 

. Pieces. 



1818-19.. Broad Cloths.. .. 769 

1826-7. 


m. • (Camlets........ 4^188 

1818-9.• .. 





4,957 

Increase.,. 

22,219 


3994. Have you any knowledge of the trade in woollens car¬ 
ried on by the Russians with China?—During the former part 
of the time I carried on business in London, I executed several 
orders both for St. Petersburgh and Moscow ; they were British 
woollens, which 1 afterwards found were intended for the China 

trade, though I did not know it at the tirtie. 

b . . • 

2995. Of what description of woollens ?—Tine colours were 

much the same as those exported by the East-India Company, 
but the cpiality of the cloth was considerably thicker. 

2996. Up to what period was this ?—Previous to the year 
1812? * ’ . 

2997. Wli&t was the price of cloth at that*time, as compared 
with the price now ?—The cloth syit out to Russia was from 
17s. to 20s. per yard, and the same* quality certainly may be 
procured now at from 10s. to 12s. or ewen less. 

2998. How do you account for the fact that that trade is not 
now carried on from England ?—From the heavy duties^which 
have been laid by the Russian government upon English cloths, 
and a reduction of duty upon Prussian cloths: indeed* English 
cloths are not allowed to be imported into Russia for transit at 
all, whilst the Prussian cloths are allowed to be entered for that 
purpose at a very trifling duty. 

2999. Do you know the amount oT duty .in Russia?—I cannot 
* state it exactly ; I believe the duty upon fine English cloths 

amounts to JseOvecn 6$. and 7s. a yard ; upon Prussiai? clo*ths it 
is not near half that amount. 

3000. IJfevious to the imposition of this duty, can you state 
to what amount that tradf was ever carried on?—No, 1 cannot; 

• • .i) r 


9 Mar. 1830. 
Mr. A . Picon. 
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;* Mar 1K30. I was engaged in it but to a very small extent. There were 

-some bouses that were nearly altogether employed in preparing 

Mr A JJuvn. c ] 0 ths for that purpose; Messrs. Austins’ and Messrs. Shep¬ 
pard’s houses. 

3001. Has there been any disposition shown lately by the 
Hanse Towns to engage in the woollen trade 'with China?— 
They have lately appointed a consul, who is now on his passage 
to Canton for the purpose of introducing Continental manufac¬ 
tures into China; woollens particularly. They have not yet 
commenced business ; but he has gone over for the purpose of 
obtaining information, and by the report which he gives the 
shipments will be guided. 

3002. At present do you understand that they have evfcry 
confidence that that trade may be carried on with success ?— 
They have. 

3003. Do you know what are the prices of the same kind of 
goods at the Hanse , Towns as compared with the British. 0 — 
Till within this last two or three years the fine English cloths 
were not at all saleable on the Continent; but very considerable 
improvements have been made in the manufacture of cloths in 
this country, particularly in Leeds, and they have lately found 
their way all over the Continent; they have been sold in con¬ 
siderable quantities for the fairs at Loipsic and at Frankfort, and 
in other parts of Germany. 

3004. Do ypu think there is any probability that English 
woollens mjy find their way into China by shipment from the 
Hanse Towns? —I think it is very probable. 

3005. Supposing the trade were thrown open, do you think 

the English merchants w'ould have a greater advantage in send¬ 
ing out woollens to China than the German merchants and the 
Hanse Towns merchants?—They would have the advantage of 
the difference of r expcnse in transporting them to Hamburgh 
and other places. ( 

3006. Would not the price give the English merchants an ad¬ 
vantage over the other onerchants ?—Certainly. 

3007. In what degree would individuals purchase woollens at 
more„advantage than the Company?—In consequence of the 
objectionable clauses which afe in the contracts of the East- 
India Company. The nianufacturer must always provide for 
those, and in consequence he lays an additional price; at least 

.. I always found it necessary to do so when 1 was engaged in the 

trade. 

3008. Do you think he Would prefer selling to an individual 
at five per cent, less price than to the Company at their price ? 
—It’depiends in some measure upon the nature of thp cloth which 
is wanted. In some instances five per cent, more would be con¬ 
sidered about a fair price ; butJin others, perhaps twp and a half, 
or o\en less than that. 1 
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3009: Upon the whole, would three to four per cent, place 
the two upon a level?—About three to foiirper cent. 

3010. Does that include the difference with respect to the 
dyeing?—No, that is quite independent of the saving in dyeing. 
In .scarlet, the ^difference betwixt being dyed in London and 
Yorkshire would make a saving on the cost of the cloth of 13.per 
cent.; in purple of 17 per cent.; and in mazarine blue it would 
be 20 per cent. Altogether, in having Spanish stripe cloths 

* dyed and finished in Yorkshire instead of London, and buying 
them as a private merchant dyes, about 15 per cent, on the 
average would be saved in the six colours, of which the largest 
quantity is exported by the East-India Company. 

« • 

3011. Then, in your opinion, an individual can be supplied in 
Yorkshire with cloth already dyed about 15 per cent, cheaper 
than the Company ?—If he gets his cloth ready dyed in York¬ 
shire, and the Company dye theirs in London, he woulu have 
th^Jt advantage over them jn the colours, of whjfh the greatest 
quantity is exported. 

3012. Do the Company dye theirs in London?—By far the 
greater part. * 

3013. Have you the means of knowing that the Company do 
dye a large proportion of their cloths in London ?—1 have; and 
1 have understood that lately some have also been dyqd in 
Gloucestershire. 


y Mar. 1M0. 
Mr. A- Dixon. 


3014. Do you mean of their Yorkshire cloths?-No, the 
Yorkshire cloths arc mostly dyed in Yorkshire. # 

3015. Do you consider that cheaper mode of <fyeing in York¬ 
shire to produce as good a colour as the dfcarer mode in London ? 
—Equally so. 

30J6. Do you attribute, in any degree, the benefit derived by 
the Americans from the woollen trade to their smuggling inter 
China ?—In consequence of the evidence givgp before the House 
of Commons, I made the observation ^o several Americans, with 
a view of ascertaining if it was ever practised, and I am told not. 

3017. Have you the means of knowing whether, ^ith all these 
advantages, there has been any increase in the quantity of con¬ 
sumption in China ?—Not having the amount of what th» Ame¬ 
ricans have exported lately, I cannot correctly answer that 
question; but it would appear, upttf the year 1827, that there is 
a little increase of the American importations into Canton, but 
it is not much, compared with the two previous years. 


3Q18. Is the dyeing as good i*i Leeds as in London?— 
Equally so. 

3019. As you have a very general knowledge of theunanufac- 
ture and trade in cloth upon the Continent, is it your opinion 
that in an^ part of^he Continent^ a competition could be entered 
into with the cloth furnished uy Qrcat Britain for China?—I 
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y Mar. 1830. should be inclined to think not at present. A few years ago 

- they lmd advantages over us; but I think they have not now, 

Mr. A. lhxon. ow j n g to the improvements which have been made in the manu¬ 
facture in this country and the low price of the raw material. 

3020. What parts of the Continent do you think most likely 
according to the present state of the manufacture^’ to enter into 
competition with this country?—The woollen manufacture of 
Saxony 1 should consider the most likely to injure us. " 

3021. Is that of the lower or higher quality 1 of cloth?— 
The lower and the middle qualifies of cloth. 

3022. Is it not the case that in former times there was a con¬ 
siderable manufacture of cloth in Siles'a, which was adapted 
^specially for the Russian trade ?—I believe so. 

3023. Does that manufacture still exist and flourish to the 

same Extent?—I believe it does. I have not had any informa¬ 
tion to the contrary, excepting this last year; I am told that 
they have not teen able to sell so mt#ch cloth as they forme. 1)' 
did on the Continent, in consequence of the introduction of the 
English. , 

3024. Are you aware of the state of the manufacture of cloth 
generally in Russia ?—Since my arrival in London I have bfeen 
informed that the principal and the most extensive manufacturer 
of wCr'ollen cloths in Russia has failed; a manufacturer who went 
from the West of England for the purpose of carrying on the 
woollen manufacture in Russia, and found that it would not 
answer his purpose to do so, and in consequence gave up the 
idea altogether! 

3025. Where was the manufacture in Russia which has failed? 
—In St. Petersburg!!, or the immediate neighbourhood. 

3026. Arc you aware that the cloth manufacture in Russia is 

protected and fostered very much by the governm^pt ?—Yes. 
c 

3P27. Then you attribute the failure of the trade in cloth to 
Russia to two causes, to» the heavy duties that are laid upon 
British cloth, and the 4 lower duties which are imposed upon 
Prussian ?-*-Yes. 

S038. Are you not aware that there are cloths of a particular 
quality and colour admissible into Russia at a lower duty than 
cloths generally ?—Yes. „ 

3029. Do you know whether the cloth that the Russian 
soldiers are clothed with is manufactured by native manufac¬ 
turers?—I have made inquiries regarding that subject, and I 
cannot get satisfactory information upon it; by some I have 
been told that it is manufactured in the country; by others, that 
it is manufactured in Breslau and the neighbourhood. 

3030. Can you state whether the export of woollens to India, 
since the trade was opened ipU814, has increased tr any*great 
degree?—To a very great extent indeed. 
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3031. Much more than to China ?—Much more than to China. 9 ^ Iar -1&30. 
The exportation amounted, for the year ending 5th January ,, "J'rr 
1829, to 30,555 pieces of cloth. 

3032. Can you state what it was in 1814 ?—(For the answer to . 
tins question, soe Mr. Dixons evidence of Thursday the 11 thof 
March.) 

3033. Can you state what were the articles which composed 
the large order of which you have spoken, which is no\£ being 
executed in Yorkshire ?—Cloths of different descriptions, similar 
to what the East-India Company sent out. 

3034. Are you aware whether there have been any new arti¬ 
cles of manufacture of late years exported by the Americans, 
that are likely to suit the habits of the Chinese ?—There is one 
now preparing in Yorkshire; and from the information which 1 
have upon the subject, 1 am told that the demand is likely to be 
immense, both in India and China. It is a woollen cloth made 
„with a cotton warp; it may be made extremely thin, an4 at the 
same time much stronger than a woollen cloth of perhaps three 

times times the substance. t 

> 

3035. Is there any order for that to any extent now in execu¬ 
tion ?—It is not in a situation yet of receiving orders for it, but 
it will be very shortly. 

303G. Have you any means of knowing what the Chinese 
think of'this cloth ?—It has been shown to gentlemen who have 
been in China and also in India, and their opinion is what I have 
just stated. 

3037. You have stated, that at the India-IIohse fees are paid 
upon the examination of the cloths, and that sometimes 6^., 
sometimes Is., sometimes as high as 2s. ; are those fees arbitrary, 
or how are they regulated P—They arc always stated by the 
Company in their contracts. 

3038. So*that they are known by the manufacturers before¬ 
hand?— Yes. _i * , 

3039. Is the commission also known ?—It is. 

JoviSy llo die*Martii, 1830. 

WALTER STEVENSON DAVlDSON, Esq. again called 

in, and examined. 

3040. You were the senior partner of one of the two leading 
houses of business in Canton ?-*-I wa£. 

3041. Will you state any advantages or. disadvantages which 
in your opinion, result to the British trade generally* in China, 
from the existence of'the East-India Company under the present 
regulations?—I l^lieve J can state both advantages and disad¬ 
vantages ; iipd they divide themselv«s into two heads, that is to 
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11 Mar. 1830. say, commercial and political. I shall commence with the com- 
-; mercial. The influence of the East-India Company, who can 

W.S. Drwulson, fln( j j 0 act w j t jj un ity an( j vigour, forms a counterpoise of ines- 
timable value against the Hong monopoly, which individuals 
could not form. The absence of this counterpoise would have 
the direct effect of decreasing the prices given for'all the import^, 
and of increasing the prices demanded for all the exports. The 
Company’s support of bankrupt merchants (for the greater 
number of the Hong in my time were so), by its ( advances on 
teas, has enabled the consignees of the country trade to do what 
could be done in no other country with which I am acquainted, 
namely to deal symstematically with bankrupts, and thus obtain 
much higher prices for their merchandize. During the latter 
part of my stay in China, although so much property passed 
through my hands, I scarcely ever thought of dealing with a 
solvent, merchant, because the consequence would have been a 
great loss to my principal; and this was all in consequence of 
my knowledge that I had the Treasury and the influence of tf>c, 
powerful j£ast~India Company at my back. Another advantage 
of,the East-India Company in China was the facility to remitters, 
through bills on their Indian governments, and fly which both 
my constituents and myself sometimes obtained a better exchange 
than by any merchandize we could ship. I have known large 
• sum&jjf money which were due to me by the bankrupt mer¬ 
chants, and which I could obtain in no other way, come direct 
from the Company’s Hong to my Hong, being advances obtained 
from the Company’s selvants. I have also received large sums 
of money in bills on England, obtained in the same manner, 
after urgent solicitation on the part of the merchants to the 
supercargoes; which species of remittance, in those days, went 
by a technical name which has quite escaped my recollection. I 
should perhaps, have stated earlier, that on the first entering of 
the ships, if I had not resolved to deal with those iqsolvent mer¬ 
chants, I should hrfve found the greatest difficulty in getting the 
ships secured, because the extortions of the Chinese government 
are always proportioned to the wealth of the party who secures 
the ship. As to British Subjects, I conceive that such security 
of person and property is not to be lost sight of as is afforded 
by a public body, having every season from eighteen to twenty 
ships of force at their commahd, the influence of which was 
always in my time extendfcd in 'favour of British commerce, 
save and except on that of the prohibited article opium. Those 
are the leading advantages that now occur to me of a commer¬ 
cial nature. Politically, ,1 think that all Englishmen owe the 
Company's servants in Cant&n h debt of gratitude for their in¬ 
fluence over the last<ambassador that went from this country to 
Chind, in*lnducing him to abstain from perfbrming*that degrading 
act of reverence termed the kotow. I call it not a ceremony, 
because in China it is no ceremony, but a distinct acknowledg¬ 
ment of inferiority and subjection ; and if it had bepn performed 
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by the ambassador, I verily believe the China trade would 1 
not have been in existence at this day. I will next state the 
disadvantages that I conceive the existence of the East-India 
Company, under the present system, to be productive of; &nd 
really I think they are both few and unimportant. It is in 
the power of the Company’s servants to stop all British trade; 
and it is no doubt possible that such power may be exercised on 
mistaken motives, and for speculative advantages. I was present 
during the two great stoppages in 1814 and 1821, and such 
interruptions of trade have certainly been “ few and far between." 

I was a party who, I believe, as an individual, suffered as much 
on both occasions, either immediately or prospectively, as per¬ 
haps any one unconnected With the Company; and 1 can con¬ 
scientiously say, that I believe the stoppage of 1814, which was 
caused by the Company’s servants, to have been perfectly un¬ 
avoidable. Security against its being done capriciously*'-or on 
slight grounds, can only be found in the character of the 
parties ; and the deep responsibility which they'incur, not only 
to their own immediate employers, but to the country.at large. 

1 will explain, what I mean by saying that i suffered deeply 
myself from these occurrences. In 1814, the conduct of my 
house was so much disapproved of by some of its constituents, 
for not protesting against the conduct of the East-India Com¬ 
pany, that we lost a large portion of valuable business. ^The 
merchants of Bombay, upon that occasion, framed a memorial 
to the Board of Control, setting forth the great advantages of 
their trade to the East-India Company, by reason of the duty 
paid on the cotton in the first instance; also, by the territorial 
revenue of that part of the Company’s own territory in the 
Guzerat, from which the cotton came; and again, from the 
dptics on the return-cargoes from China ; and they contended, 
that the East-India Company had no right to stop their ships, 
in China, which gave them just cause to seek remuneration by 
an action at law. That the case pressed upon them jyith 
peculiar hardship I always deeply regretted ; that the law was 
on the side of the Company I never dqubted. I have by me 
the form of bond given by the owners of country ahips to the 
Company’s Bengal Government in India, before setting sail for 
China; in which it clearly appears, that all British met chants 
trading by such sufference as they did, were bound to conform 
to the orders of the Company’s servants in China.' I say 
nothing of the original Act of Charter, because that is within 
the reach of this Committee, and bears also strongly upon that 
question. In the stoppage of J£2l, which was brought about 
by tlib Chinese and not the East-India Company, the supci^ 
cargoes then prevented only the entrance of country sjiipg, not 
their loading and departing from the port of Canton ; and it is a 
fact, that country ships did load .and depart quietly, at a time 
when-it sewied to’* be pretty universally considered that the 
Company’s ships would have been forced to assume a hostile 
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11 Mar. IB30. attitude, pending a reference to England. There is another 
- commercial disadvantage, but it is, perhaps, hardly worthy of 

W. s. Davuhon, being mentioned; such is the jealousy entertained by the East- 
<S9 ’ India Company respecting woollens and worsteds, that I upon 
one occasion, about the year 1815, was prevented from exporting 
from Bengal in a ship with myself (a country ship) a couple of 
carpets, for the use of my house at Canton durirlg the winter 
season. 

304$. Has the East-India Company’s Factory, (-during your 
experience, given encouragement and protection to, or thrown 
impediments in the way of individual British merchants in 
China?—During my time I never knew the British Factory 
throw a wilful, or, as 1 conceive,’ an unnecessary impediment 
in the way of British trade; and so long as that Factory shall 
continue to be constituted of the same materials as it was during 
my time, that is, of well-educated, intelligent, patriotic, and 
honest men, so long will they, I conceive, give encouragement 
to tha*t trade,"and even hazard a departure from that narrow 
policy which has, on more than one occasion, emanated from 
tlib Leadenhall.* I will relate the occasion to w|>ich I allude. 
A ship to my consignment lay at Whampoa with the most 
valuable cargo that in those days had ever been known Ho 
be in one small bottom ; the estimated value was 1,600,000 
dolkfTs and upwards. Great difficulties then obtained in the 
opium trade, and threats of search had been thrown out by 
the inferior Mandarins. I received an express from Wham¬ 
poa from tha captain of the ship, stating suspicious appearances, 
and expressing the greatest alarm in consequence of both his 
officers having been tliken violently ill immediately after their 
dinner, from which he inferred they had been poisoned. I 
immediately coljected what strength I could from the country 
•trade; and, before embarking for the spot myself, I Waited 
upon the then chi«jf of the British Factory: he was my intimate 
friend, and the sincere friend of all British interests. 1 said, 
“ 1 know you can do nothing for me personally, who am known 
to you only as a foreigner; but there is £400,000 sterling of 
British property at Whampoa at this moment in the utmost 
jeopardy; and I put it to you, whether, witli such a fleet as 
you hSve there, you will allovif that property to be plundered, 
and particularly as many livj?s must be sacrificed in the attempt.” 
The president of the committee saw clearly the difficulty he 
was placed in; but being most anxious to render every assist¬ 
ance, lie most considerably devised a plan which perfectly 
satisfied me. He said, “*Ygu know as well as I what my orders 
a?fe respecting opiunl: but where so much British property is 
in danger, I will go*beyond my orders; I will speak daggers to' 
them, although I dare not use them; an short, I* will make a 
demonstration which may be of great service.” He merely 
concerted with me a signal,-which should *be known between 
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myself and one of the Company’s ships at Whampoa. I went n 
dow'n the river with the party I had collected, and when we 
arrived on board the vessel we found the chief officer had died; 11 
the second remained ill; the men were all at arms; but no 
symptom having been manifested of an intention on the part of 
th£ Chinese t^ 6ommit aggression, the only use I had occasion 
to make of the president’s kindness, was to obtain surgeons front 
two of his ships to dissect the dead officer ; and having done so, 
we discovered that poison was not the cause of his deatlm We 
continued a strongly-armed watch however, and upon the alert 
for twenty-four hours. The Chinese either saw that we were 
prepared, or never intended the attack, and the alarm passed 
over. I have known the British Factory to throw impediments 
in the way of British subjects by sending them away from 
Canton at an inconvenient season for their business; but that 
was merely the dry exercise of the law, and I never knew it 
wantonly resorted to. 

*••'3043. What, in your opitiioh, would be the result of tha with¬ 
drawal of the East-India Company from China, and of, an open 
trade to that country?—I conceive the result Would, sooner »r 
later, be a war between England and China, accompanied by 
witfe-spread individual ruin; unless the Chinese government be 
previously either coaxed by discreet, or coerced by energetic 
negotiation into that amicable and reasonable intercoursejvith 
other nations, which every civilized state is bound by the dictates 
of nature to cultivate with its neighbours. „ 

3044. Have you, or have you not, understood that the best 
teas brought to Canton were placed at the optioh of the Com¬ 
pany ?—In my time I really think there was an almost universal 
concession to that opinion. 

30^5. Do you, or do you not, consider that. were individual 
purchasers of teas competing with each other to enter the China* 
market instea’U of one great purchaser, the eifect of it would be 
to raise the price of teas in China i^-Certainly. This w#uld 
happen in any market on so thorough h change of system: but 
that effect would gradually subside of course, because the higher 
the price was raised, the greater would be the manufacture, and 
the effect would then be a return to remunerative prices only, 
and thus matters would in the «nd, most probably, fintf their 
level. . * • 

• 

3046. Do you consider that were the privileges of the East- 
India Company done away with, the Hong merchants would have 
more control over the trade, or that jhe trade would be more 
exterkled ?—It would be quite %. natural .consequence for the 
•trade to become more extended ; but if the East-India monojlol^r 
is to be don£ away with, and the Hong monopoly to cdhtimie, it 
involves an absurdity too great to suppose this country could 
submit to 5> becaus(t I have already stated that the East-India 
Company is ji counterpoise absolutely necessary to counteract 
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li Mar. IKK). J n part, altliougli it must be insufficient to balance the Hong 
//' s~Buv«ison inon °P 0, y '■> st ‘N oN these consequences must mainly depend upon 
the future acts of the Chinese government. 

'3047. Do you consider that the British Factory, by resisting 
attempted encroachments of the Chinese government on existing 
privileges, has or has not contributed to the advar^age of foreign 
trade generally ? -Most certainly: and that is what I conceive 
to press so cruelly upon the interests of this country, because I 
feel tffiit these advantages to foreign trade are obtained at the 
cost of Great Britain ; which trade, I grieve to say, I believe can 
never safely be opened to British industry and enterprize, but 
under the sanction of laws and regulations founded upon previous 
negotiation. I hold that we have' hitherto possessed the trade 
with China on the frail tenure of a thread, and on a footing as 
degrading to the character as it is repugnant to the feelings of 
this Wivion. 1 hope to see the day when, as regards our inter¬ 
course with China, England shall follow the dictates of a wiser 
policy* without' losirg sight of the rrlaxims of justice ; whenMsv 
name of the East-India Company shall be known but in the past 
history of the ^country, and when that justly qbnoxious term 
monopoly shall be expunged from the vocabulary of this great, 
enterprising, industrious, and most commercial people. * 

3048. Do you mean by foreign trade, all that trade that is 
carried on by persons not British subjects ?—Clearly ; and that 
is the reason I have stated that it is at the cost of England that 
those advantages have hitherto been obtained. 

3049. Have* you visited other parts of Asia besides that of 
Canton ?—I have visited all the four Presidencies of India, 
Malacca, Sincapore, Java, New South Wales, many of the 
Eastern islands; and I have sailed from India up the Red Sea, 
.upon which occasion I landed at Co^ir, and the ship proceeded 
to Suez, near the head of that sea. 

3050. Have you any knowledge of the success, or otherwise, 
of the trade which has b^en carried on between China and the 
ports of continental Eurppe in American or other foreign vessels ? 
—My knowledge of it is not extensive; but I have the results 
of some such adventures now by me, if the Committee wish to 
hear them. In the spring of 1^19, a very fine ship under Dutch 
colours came to Canton - r ^he was owned by a very intelligent 
mercliaiit in Holland, a particular friend of mine, but from 
motives of expediency was consigned to the Dutch Factory at 
Canton, and not to me. I was of some service to the concern, 
however, and in return the owner sent me a particular statement 
Sf ihe result. The ship was loaded with tea, and a small quan¬ 
tity of cassia lignea and sugar. Some of the sugar, by the bye, 1 
had been collected at Siam, where the ship had previously 
attempted to obtain a whole cargo, but failed. On the return 
of that ship to Holland there was short of'£l,50l).cterliag left 
for her freight, and the owner in transmitting to rr.e the account 
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wrote as follows: “ I waited the result of our adventure, hoping n 1830. 
to have found inducement to repeat it. You will be sorry to ~~ 

learn that in this we have been disappointed. This goes by a ' “ Son ' 
vessel from Middleburgh, which, by proceeding a second time, * 
one would suppose had done well in the first adventure; but the 
fa<?t I have reason to know is the contrary: and it is easy to 
reconcile this, when I inform you that it is not like ours, a 
private concern, but divided into a great number of shares, and 
, administered^Jy a single house, calling themselves book-keepers, 
who have, no doubt, only a small share themselves, and arc con¬ 
sequently more than compensated for any loss on that share, by 
a good commission on the whole transaction.” The same cor¬ 
respondent, writing a fe,w months afterwards, says, “ Our unfor¬ 
tunate Canton cargo, though sold by us nearly eight months 
ago, is yet nearly all £ in natural and would now certainly sink 
from 5,000 to 0,000 pounds more than we lost by it.” ,*J can 
state another adverfture about which I knew. A French house 
%‘tiX a large ship to China, and the cargo was furnished by bills 
being drawn through my house, and on Bengal. This .occurred 
in 1819. In December 1820 I saw the owne? of that ship in 
Paris (I had been acquainted with the gentleman at Canton 
whon he conducted the operation), and hg told me that it had 
brought ruin on all the parties concerned. 

3051. Do you consider the mode adopted by the Company of 
contracting for teas with the Chinese merchants to have been 
advantageous or disadvantageous ?—Highjy advantageous for the 
Company. In proof of which I will state, that I*havc by me 
accounts by which I perceive that teas, which I purchased in the 
spring of one year at 34 tales, I readily sold in the shipping 
season at 38, besides interest of money at 12 per cent per 
annum; for teas I purchasedLat 36 tales I obtained 50, and for 
teas I^purchased at 17 tales! got 30. This is but an instance* 
of what I might probably have done on a certain scale almost 
every year I was in China. I will rea^ an extract from a letter 
from my firm to a house in New South Wales, written at tlie 
time of the Topaze’s stoppage in 1821 Within the last four¬ 
teen days your 3,000 chests of hyson skin have advanced three 
tales, and were it not for our engagement with the ship Almo- 
rah, we could at this moment jeadily resell and pass '6,250 
dollars to your credit: and whqt the qvent may be when another 
fortnight has passed by, we cannot tell; but we venture'to pre¬ 
dict, that should the Company’s trade be re-opened, the last of 
their twenty-one ships cannot be loaded with good tea; and, on 
the other hand, should circumstances* unhappily protract the 
settlement for months, it is notorious that tlie up-country dealzfs' 

?n that article will be ruined, and the regular supply in conse¬ 
quence derarrgctf, whilst*you will be safe from competition in the 
interim by tlie rigorous blockade already commenced by the 
Compitny's Authority on country ships bound inwards.” 
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3052. Do you consider that, in the event of an interruption 
of British intercourse with China, tea could be brought in Chi¬ 
nese vessels in any quantity, and of good quality, to the 
islands of the Eastern Archipelago ?—My experience can be of 
no use in answering that question. The thing is possible, but 
I should think the most improbable thing in the world that 
it could be done so as to answer the purpose of England. 
In the first place, the law of China is expressly against it; 
in the second place, the vessels are of that precarious and 
insecure description, that certainly none but such a body 
as the East-India Company could think of trusting their pro¬ 
perty upon them. When I say the East-India Company, I mean 
that or any other such body on which the failure of an enter- 
prize would not bring ruin, because a company, of course, can 
venture to hazard what individuals cannot do ; but I am satis¬ 
fied *'that no individual British merchant would ever have 
thought of resorting to such a desperate expedient in my time. 


3053. Would you consider property of your own to be sate 
in Chinesejunl^s, such as navigate the Chinese seas?—Most 
certainly not. I think I am correct when I say^that the calcu¬ 
lation in my time ran thus: if seven junks sail from China to a 
distant port, one out of the seven was lost; but I should*say 
that that calculation is wide of the truth. On recollecting my¬ 
self* I believe the proportion returning is too great; and from 
what I know of their construction, outfit, and manning, (for 
the only-thing ^ood about them is their conduction, they have 
an European, generally a Portuguese captain,) I should say 
that the probable loss # of one in five is a better answer to the 
question. The confusion, from the want of discipline, that 
prevails on board those junks, prevents the European naviga¬ 
ting captain from having any authority in times of danger, and 
‘ therefore all the assistance they derive from him is whed they 
are in tlje open sta. ' 


‘ §054. Have you hcar.d that the losses sustained by some 
individuals during the great fire at Canton were made good by 
the Chinese?—Yes; I have heard so. I do not call to mind 
having heard from what source that was ; at the same time, I 
can have no doubt from whence the indemnification came. It 
was from the consoo fund, which fund is formed by a direct 
tax on* the foreign trade :* it is A very secret fund ; but I have 
reason to think it is levied more often upon the imports than 
the exports, consequently the Americans, who brought a large 
portion of dollars in my tin^e, did not pay their quota to it. 

Hk&ere is another peculiarity about the consoo fund, which is, 
that wh^n once an^ article is made tributary to it, which wil 1 
happen in the origin for a particular purpose, i'», dqes not follow 
that when that particular purpose shall be answered the tax on 
such article shall be released, consequently it is tfye most anti- 
commcrcial, oppressive, ‘and infamoys tax imaginable. 
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3055; By whom is this tax imposed ; by the Hong merchants, 11 Mar. 1830. 

or by the Viceroy at Canton ?—No doubt by the advice, and r -; 

certainly with the connivance of the Hong merchants. I have w ' S ^ vldson * 
often discussed it with them, when they perfectly acknowledged 
the justness of my animadversions upon it. It is the same de¬ 
scription of a^use which would prevail in other countries if 
submitted to; and I think there is a good deal of analogy 
between that and what is actually taking place at this moment 
in this country; I allude to the fact of Mr. Pitt, and^ther 
ministers of tne day, having formerly raised the salaries of all 
public functionaries on the plea of the great dearness of provi¬ 
sions and other necessaries of life ; and now we see how difficult 
it is to obtain a reduction, although it be quite notorious that 
£1,000 well husbanded, will go almost as far as £1,500 did 
formerly in the maintenance of a large family. 

3056. By whom is the consoo fund managed ?—By thew^ong 
merchants; at least, we know of no other party in the affair. 

<*3057. Should you consider’such remuneratiorf of losses sus¬ 
tained by fire as any proof of an amicable disposition of the 
Chinese goverqpient ?—Most certainly not. Tiley had nothing 
to do with it, I believe; but the Hong merchants must have 
foutul it convenient at the moment to pay off a few clamorous 
applicants, and they would immediately indemnify themselves 
out of the consoo fund. • 

3058. You mentioned the case of a Dutch ship having ob¬ 

tained a partial cargo at Siam, but w as qpt able to obtain the 
whole : what prevented its obtaining the whole cargo; was it a 
political cause, or a commercial cause ? —1 understood at the 
time that the chief difficulties had been thrown in the way of 
the enterprize by the public authorities; but the gentleman 
who conducted the ship, one of the most intelligent men I 
ever'Tcnew, considered it would be a fruitless attempt to. 
repeat. * jj 

3059. Was it on account of the place being unfit *for tjom- 

merce that no good adventure could made there, or was if a 
fruitless attempt, in his opinion, from* the obstruction put by 
the government?—I should say probably both, aff well as my 
recollection guides me. I have no information respecting Siam 
but general information. • # 

3060. You stated what that Duteh ship was freighted with 
from Canton homewards, what was the cargo outwards from 
Europe?—She brought dollars to Siam, which she calculated 
would have been sufficient to have invested the cargo in which 
she was in search of: but having foiled there, and coming to 
Canton, the cargo she took home was mtye valuable, and/Clie 
consignees wewe obliged to supply that deficiency by bills on 
Europe. 

3061. You statefl that there was a loss by the homeward voy¬ 
age;'was there a loss upon the wholq adventure, or merely upon 
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11 Mar. 1830. the return voyage?—I think, from the tenour of my-friend’s 

- letter I have read, there is no doubt it was a losing adventure 

W.s. Davuison, U p 0n the whole. But I stated in my former answer, not that 
'■ there was a loss, but that only about £1,500 was left as freight 
to the ship. 

3062. Is that the only adventure which, during your time in 
China, you knew of to Siam ?—It was the only adventure 1 ever 
knew much of; and not having originated in China (for the ship 
came«to Canton after making the fruitless attcrqpt), I did not 
collect so much information ab,out it as I should otherwise have 
done; that is to say, my curiosity was not. so much excited. 

3063. Do you know of any other foreigner who attempted 
voyages to Siam ?—I do not. 

3064. Or to any part of Cochin China?—None whatever, 
but what I read of in the popular history of that country. 

3(?u5. You have stated, as the result of your experience in 
the trade of Qhina, that you hopec| to see the time when ^he 
trade of that country should be put upon a footing which you 
would consider jmore consonant to the interests and dignity of 
tliis country, by which all monopoly would Be done away; 
have the goodness to state to the Committee what your idqa is 
of this perfect state of the trade with China which you should 
wish to see established ?—In doing so, I feel that I must con¬ 
sider China as a civilized nation; and I therefore can ( entertain 
no doubt that vigorous negociation would obtain Great Britain 
all the privileges she can seek to enjoy in such a distant and pe¬ 
culiar county.i The only basis on which, I think, the trade with 
that country could b§ carried on with safety to this country, 
and with comfort to the individuals who embark, is that of a 


treaty of commerce, wherein the duties of the foreigners who 
visit China shalhbe clearly and distinctly defined, whereiq their 
•rights, in return, shall be acknowledged, and the whole con¬ 
nexion proceed upon the sanction of such laws arid regulations 
a^ I cannot doubt (it ly;ing always assumed that China is 
civilized) this country i3 in a state to exact. At the present 
moment the government of China admit us to hold intercourse 
with them. "“We take to them those articles which they require, 
and we receive in return the surplus of their productions: a 
state of things which I hold to be the most wholesome and 
consonant possible with the interests of both countries; and 1 
read in an author of celebrity, under the head of “ Right of all 
nations against one that openly despises justice,” that “ if by her 
constant maxims, and by the whole tenour of her conduct, she 
evidently proves herself to be Actuated by that mischievous dis¬ 
position, if she regards no right as sacred, the safety of the ( 
human rsfce requires she should be repressedand again, “ to 
despise justice in general is doing an Injury to all nations.” 
Vattel is my authority. 4 ^ 

3066. And you arc of opinion that this better sjatc of things 
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in China might be brought about by a more vigorous exercise 11 Mar. isso. 

of' authority on the part of this country ?—I do not entertain a - 

doubt Of it r. S. Davidson, 

£sy. 

3067. Do you think it might be brought about by a ntere 
withholding of trade, or that it would require any more vigor¬ 
ous measure ,£p produce it?—I consider that a vigorous nego¬ 
tiation, accompanied by a threat that the King of England 
would go longer consent to hold intercourse with China on the 
degrading footing on which it has hitherto been carried on, 
would altogether alter the tone qf the government of Pekin. 

3068. Are you of opinion that the Company have generally 
assumed too tame a tone in their communications with the Chi¬ 
nese authorities ?—By* no means. I am quite of a different 
opinion; and I think it would have been much better had the 
East-India Company instructed their servants in China what 
they were to do, and what they were not to do, and n^ left 
them such a dangerous discretion as has hitherto been vested in 
tftem. I take for granted ’in* this answer, that *the East-India 
Company in London would have done so in concert with Ilis 
Majesty’s Government, and I think it would have been wise ft>r 
all parties to consider long ago what was best to be determined 
upon, instead of leaving individual traders at the daily risk of 
the loss of all their property. 

3069. But you are of opinion that, either by the Crown $r by 

the Company, some attempt should be made to put the trade 
with the Chinese upon a different footing.from Chat on which it 
now stands ?—Certainly, by the Crown. * 

3070. And you think that would be practicable ?—I have no 
doubt of it. 

3071. And being effected, you are of opinion that it would 
be fo# the interest of this country that the ihonopoly of the 
China trade ^Jiould be done away ?—Certainly. 

3072. And that the trade, under such circumstances, cquld 

he conducted with more advantage to*the country?—Certainty; 
it being taken for granted, however, thajt when the English mo¬ 
nopoly is done away, which should be subsequent^ the nego¬ 
tiation, the Chinese Hong monopoly in its present mischievous 
operation should be stipulated to ./ease. # 

3073. How long is it since you le#r China ?—I left China in 
the month of February 1822. 

3074. You have spoken of the number of Chinese junks that 

were lost; by whom are the junks freighted ?—By Chinese 
usually. * 

, 3075. What do those cargoes generally consist of ?—Sdch 
articles as |iiuV a sate in Java and the neighbouring islands, 
principally, I believe, for the use of the Chinese settlers in those 
parts,,who /re very numerous; teas, silks, nankeens, sugar- 
candy, and so forth. • 
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11 Mar. 1830. 3076. What are the principal ports to'which they resort ?—Ba- 

- tavia is the very principal one; at Malacca, and Sincapore, and 

W. S. Davidson, Manilla, they are constantly seen; at Banca, at various ports 
in'Borneo, and even, I believe, as distant as the Archipelago 
of Celebes and the Gulph of Carpentaria, on the north coast of 
New Holland. 

r 

3077. Can you form any estimate of the amount of trade 
carried on between Canton and the Eastern Isles ?—No I can¬ 
not form any exact, or even approximate estimate* of it. 

3078. If it should be found impracticable to coerce the 
Chinese government in the manner you have stated, do you 
think the mode in which the trade is carried on now is the most 
beneficial and secure ?—Unquestionably, if I connect the bene¬ 
ficial with the secure consideration. 

3&V9. It is presumed that the vigorous ncgociation you re¬ 
commend, must, of course, be accompanied with a commen¬ 
surate naval force to carry it into effect, with success ?—I shetak! 
think there is ample time to try a much milder mode of negoti¬ 
ation, before ttie period will arrive when it is absolutely neces¬ 
sary to adopt the last measure. 

3080. Supposing that, by negotiation of any description, 
sucepss could not be obtained in that object, do you think that 
what is called the Company’s monopoly is necessary t,o counter¬ 
balance the Hong monopoly ?—I have already, in my answer to 
one of the questions,* stated that such is my decided and un¬ 
equivocal ojSiqion. 

3081. What is you* opinion of the profit and loss that has 
taken place in the country trade between China and India since 
1813? —I should suppose it has been much less profitable than 

a formerly. ‘ , 

3082. Has it been upon the whole a profitable b'ade?—What 
it ljas bebn since 1822 I cannot speak at all; but during the last 
three or four years of my'residence in China I fear that it was, 
upon the whole, the contrary. 

3083. Were not the embassies carried on by Lord Macartney 
and Lord Amherst with a view of establishing commercial rela¬ 
tions between China and England ?—I always understood so. 

308$, Can you state td the Committee any reason why those 
embassies did not succeed in their object?—Because they never 
professed to be but complimentary embassies, and therefore were 
not calculated to succeed with the Chinese government. 

*“ >$085. Had they stated their distinct object to be that of 
conqnerf.e, is it yodr opinion, from the knowledge you have of 
the character of the Chinese government, that they would have 
been received at all?—They certainly would not have been 
more likely to be received into the impend* presence had they 
stated such, than in the* manner ip which they went, which 
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was of all things the most complimentary to the government of 
China. 

3086. When you stated that you expected successful results 

from a more vigorous negotiation, did you contemplate coercion 
by war?—I stated, I think, in a former answer, that what I 
meant by coercion in the first instance, was a threat that the 
King of England could no longer tolerate the degraded state of 
vassalage in which his subjects were held in China, without 
privileges, without protection, without safety, either to persons 
or property. • * 

3087. Do you think that sufch threat, unaccompanined with 
force, would produce the effect which you expect upon the 
government of China?—I confess I must entertain doubts 
Whether it would. 

3088. Then your ultimate view would be, that, supposing 
such an attempt were to be made by the King of Englar^ that 
that attempt in it^ ultimate result must contemplate the sending 

force, and in fact, going*to*war?—That is jusft the point to 
which I come, provided 1 be justified in stating, what.l believe 
I have already done in a previous answer, that, the common 
right of all civilized states to insist on holding reasonable inter- 
coarse with each other, is acknowledged by the best writers on 
the law of nations. 

3089. Putting the right out of the question, what rational 
expectation would be formed of any warfare carried on against 
a nation of a population so immense ?—During many year’s 
residence in China, the subject was constantly disgussed. We 
had the information derived from the first embassy as well as 
from the last, and I never heard any iftan who had given his 
mind to the subject, but came to this conclusion, that although 
the population of China may be 250,000,000g 20,000 British 
troops might march from Canton to Pekin at any moment with-, 
out hindrance or molestation. 

3090. Are you of opinion that it would be consistent with 

justice that the English nation shouldTmarch an army of 20,000 
men from Canton to Pekin, merely because the government of 
China do not confer upon British subjects those*commercial 
advantages to which you think they are justly entitled ?— It is 
not commercial advantages that J have ever said I would make 
war to contend for; but if the Empejor of China permits, as he 
has done, Englishmen * to reside within his dominions *for the 
purposes of trade, I think it is his duty to protect them, to 
foster that trade, and to see that his officers do justice to those 
who are enterprizing enough to undertake it, and to rely upon 
his imperial protection and hospitality. / 

3091. If foreigners settle in any country for the purpose of 
commerce, 6r for any* other purpose, is not one of the condi¬ 
tions on which they, reside in such country an obedience to the 

• * 2 x 
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laws, and a conformity with the customs of that country ?— 
Certainly. 

3092. Are there any roads from Canton to Pekin for troops 
to march on ?—I really do not know, but there is on modern 
maps a distinct tract of Lord Amherst’s route from Pekin to 
Canton. 1 have such a map in an atlas in my own possession. 

3093. Have you ever seen any Chinese maps outlie road ?— 
I think not. 

3094. Do you conceive that a commercial treaty with China 
would be best negociated by the East-India Compifny, or by an 
ambassador, or any other party directly accredited by the 
Crown ?—By an ambassador direct from the Crown. 

Mr. ABRAHAM DIXON again called in, and examined., 

3095. The witness requests he maybe allowed to answer the 
follojfting question, which was put to him on his former exami¬ 
nation, on Tuesday the 9th of March instant;—What was the 
number of cloths exported by the free-traders in the year ei4- 
ing the 5th of January 1828?—Of British woollens, 30,289 
pieces, and of 'Foreign 552; together, 30,841 pieces. In the 
30,555 pieces, which I before stated to have been shipped in 
the following year, is included 1,414 pieces of foreign wooMen 
cloth. This quantity of 30,555 pieces, exported by the free¬ 
traders to India alone, to the four ports only to which they 
have access, exceeds that of the East-India Compary to both 
India and Chinfi, during the period, by fifty per cent.; their 
export, according to the papers laid before the House of Com¬ 
mons, havingponly been 20,370 pieces, in which, I believe, is 
included the cloth for 4he use of the army. 

3096. You have stated that you had been engaged as a 
Blackwell-hall factor till the year 1822 in London, and that 
you are now engaged in the woollen trade as a manufacturer at 
Leeds?—I stated- that I am now a foreign commission agent, 
and have been so for several past at Leeds and in Huddersfield. 

* w 

3097. What was the name of your house in London ?—Abra¬ 
ham Dixon and Company, and previous to that, John Thomas 
and Company. 

30!?8. What is the firm of the house with which you are con¬ 
nected in Yorkshire ?—I havfe no partner; I have been alone 
for some years. * • . 

3099. Have you been in the habit of supplying the Company 
with broadcloths ?—During the time that I resided in London 
frequently. 

x3100. What is the process by which the Company buy those 
goods ?-*»-By public tender and contract. 

3101. Did you find any difficulty ita the dealings you had 
with the Company ?—No. 
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3102. Are you aware that the Company buy their goods 
under a bye-law ?—I am not aware of that., 

3103. Did you find that the Company fulfilled their engage¬ 
ments faithfully and honourably with you ?—Perfectly so. 

3104. You stated that there were certain fees forming a part 
ofHhe contract, 'were they fixed fees or arbitrary fees ?—They 
were always stated in the notice of the tender for the contract 
as fixed fees. 

3106*. Wcje there not fines imposed upon parties who •failed 
to deliver a proper article ?—There were. 

3106. Have you ever been subject to those fines?—During 
my transactions with the Company I do not recollect that 1 
ever had to pay one fine; butfif I had, it was of a very trifling 
amount. 

3107. Have you had any facilities given you by the Com¬ 
pany, such as receiving money on discount before it waaMue ? 
—Not during the time that I resided in London, but perhaps 
nfy* partners might; but I dm'not aware of the fabt. • 

3108. Are you aware that the Company are often in the 
habit of giv ingithosc facilities to persons with wfiom they trade? ? 
—I believe they do so when applied to for that purpose. 

3100. Do you consider that an advantage ?—Certainly it is 
an advantage. 

3110. Po you apprehend that this mode of contract is (disad¬ 
vantageous to the Company ?—I think so. 

3111. In what respect?—In consequence of the fines and of 
the rejections, many houses are deterred from entering into the 
contracts: indeed man}' houses, to my knowledge, would not 
enter into the business at all, in consequence of the danger of 
rejections and being subject to fines. 

3112. Did you refuse to supply the Company when you, 

were engagtxl in that trade whenever an ojjportunity offered? 
—If those fines had not been imposed, we should have gpne 
to a greater extent in our tenders fcf. cloth to the East-Indla 
Company. # 

' 3113. But, to a certain extent, you were always willing to 
engage with the Company ?—When we had not other employ¬ 
ment for our manufactories in Yerkshire. * 

3114. Have you any means.of knowing whether the Company 
have always thrice the* quantity of goods offered to tliem for 
which they have occasion?—1 believe that is frequently the 
case. 

3145. Do you think that is dny‘proof, of the disadvantage. 
, that the manufacturers labour under in. dealing with rfflie 
Company ?—There are always people that are d<*siro«s of 
doing business. They would tender at a high price, that 
would cover the rink of fines and rejections. 
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3116. Are you aware that tlie Company take the lowest ten¬ 
der ?•—I believe they do. 

3117. Have manufacturers access to the Company’s samples, 
and are you furnished with portions when you desire to see 
them ?—Yes. 

3118. You stated that the overlookers are veiy strict in their 
examination, and there is no appeal from them ?—3o it is stated 
in the contracts. 

311^. Are you aware that the Company occasionally take 
goods at a small reduction of price, which are not equal to the 
standard, in order to favour the manufacturers ?— 1 They do, 1 
believe, sometimes. 

3120. Were you engaged formerly with Hamburg and Am¬ 
sterdam, and other places in Europe?—Yes. 

3121. And you had also an establishment in the United States 
of Airlfcrica ?—I had. 

3122. Have you withdrawn from tljose establishments?—Yys- 

3123. For what reason ?—In the year 1826, the firm in Lon¬ 
don to which I belonged was unfortunate in business. 

3124. To what causes do you attribute your losses in trade ? 
—It arose from bad debts, made chiefly in this country, arising 
principally from our banking or agency business in London, in 
consequence of the great depreciation in the value of every de¬ 
scription of property in 1825 and 1826. 

3125. Was your trade to America profitable ?—Yes. 

3126. Were the dealings you had with the Company profit¬ 

able, or otherwise ?—To the best of my knowledge they were 
profitable. ' 

3127. Are you at present interested in the house of Joshua 
Taylor & Co. ?—<No, not for many years past; not since 1822. 

3128. Do you happen to know whether they have many deal¬ 
ings with .the Company?—.! believe they have. 

8l 29. Are you aware qfl what became of the cloths that the 
Company rejected when you supplied them with a quantity, and 
when some were rejected ?—About the year 1812 or 1815, or 
rather previous to the year 1815, they were generally sold to 
the Mngadore merchants; since that they have been chiefly 
sold to the private traders for India and China. 

3130.*\At any reduction in price?—Sometimes they have been 
sold at a reduction of price, and sometimes at an advance of price. 
Indeed, some of the cloths have been sent to America, and sold 
there to American China merchants. 

3^31. Were they sold at a reduction in price ?—I believe ge¬ 
nerally those which were sent to America were sold at a profit. 

3132. Are the Committee to understand that those that were 
sold and went to America realized to the manufacturer a larger 
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price than the Company would have given for them ?—I am now 
only speaking of those we manufactured ourselves: they brought 
a larger price in America, but in London they were generally 
sold at a loss. For many years, the rule in disposing of articles 
of that description was to deduct from the cost of the day the 
cost charged by the Company for dyeing; that is, the cloth was 
sculd dyed at tins same price as if the cloth had been white, and 
then there w* a considerable loss. 

3133. As you reside at Leeds, does it happen to fall within 
your kfiowle^ge, that when an application was made to th« Com¬ 
pany to relieve the distresses in the neighbourhood of Leeds, 
circulars were sent round, and offers were made to the Company 
to supply cloths to an extent much beyond their demand ?—I am 

not aware of that. • 

• 

3134. Are you aware what is the comparative cost price of 
woollen cloth in Leeds and in the West of England ?—There 
has not been much difference; but I believe the Leeds clerks arc 
a little cheaper. 

**$135. Then you are not Ware that, in this particular instance, 
the Gloucestershire or West of England clothiers have under¬ 
sold the Lccd%manufacturers ?—I am not. * * 

313G. Are you not aware of the fact of the Company having 
always offers for twice or thrice the quantity of goods that they 
have occasion for ?—Not that that is always the case; that it is 
so sometimes, I have understood. ** 

3137. Are the Committee to infer, that the Company’s mode 
of business is encouraging to the manufacturer * by the quantity 
of goods that they offer ?—It would appear so fr cpA that. 

3138. Should ^ou not conceive that a demand, equal in amount 

to the Company s demand for cloth, by the private trade, would 
be equally beneficial to this country as the Company’s demand ? 
—Certainly. * 

3139. Caij you inform the Committee why the cost of the 
dyeing of the different colours in Yorkshire 5nd in Ltfndon, dif¬ 
fers so much, the material of dyeing bfcjng the same ?— I belieVe 
the cause of the difference is chiefly this: the comparative small 
expense of coals in Yorkshire, and of rents and wage* to servants; 
and also, for a number of years, the London dyers have been in 
the habit of charging much larger profits than the Yorkshire 
dyers are willing to do their business.at. 

3140. Are there many private manufacturers who* dye in 
London ?—I am not aware of any manufacturers living in Lon¬ 
don who dye in London, except the East-India Company; but 
there are a number of woollen 9 wateh»usemen in London who 
occasionally have cloths dyed with the London dyers. ^ 

* 3141. Is there any other large company in London that ijxport 

any thing like the quantity which the East-India Company do, 
and if^so, do they ye in London?—The only public body that 
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11 Mar. 1 8 . 10 . ^ flm awarc 0 f j s the Hudson’s Company, who buy 400 or 500, 
Mr. A. Dixon, perhaps 600 or 700 pieces of cloth every year, and I believe 
they have them dyed in London, at least they had some years 
ago ; whether they continue it or not I do not know. 

3142. Is that a Company having also exclusive privileges? 

—Yes. « «, 

3143. Are the private individuals that have thttfr cloths dyed 
in London, generally speaking, connected with the North or 
with the West of England ?—With both ; but they will* never 
have them dyed in London if time will allow of *their having 
them dyed in the country. ' 

3144. Do you know what proportion the cloths bought by 
the East-India Company in Yorkshire begr to the cloths bought 
by them elsewhere ?—I do not. 

3145. You were understood to state, that the risk of fines 
charged by the East-India Company, necessarily increases the 
price at which manufacturers can afford to sell to them as com¬ 
pared with private merchants ?—Yes.* 

3146. Then tjie higher pi'ice which the East-India Company 
ar6 stated to give, does not act as an encouragement to the 
manufacturer, but only covers the increased risk ?—Exactly so. 

3147. Did you mention all the fines charged upon the re¬ 
jectee^ goods ?—I omitted mentioning that which is levied upon 
the manufacturer in case the cloth should be rejected or delayed 
in the delivery, that is from 10.?. to 20,;. each cloth. 

3148. Arc^not tliosd conditions in the Company’s contracts 

intended to seture a perfect investment?—I believe that is the 
object. « 

3149. Do you think they have that tendency r ?—1 have no 
doubt hut they l^ive. 

. 3150. But at a higher price ?—At a higher price. c 

3151. You stated, that when those rejected clofiis were sold 
to.individuals, the practice was to sell a dyed article at the 
same price as a white afticle; will you state what proportion 
the cost of dyeing is to the prime cost?—Some years ago the 
cost of dyeing was not so much in proportion to the price of 
cloth as it is at present, and I can only state the present relative 
values. 1 ' There are a variety of dolours and they vary; the white 
cloth would cost £6. 6.?., and the .cost of dyeing it blue would 
be £2. 11$. 6d. I should state in explanation, that the west- 
country manufacturers gave their factor, or at least gave me 
when I was a factor, the liberty of disposing of the rejections 
pt the rate of which I am notf speaking, but to do better if 1 
cou]*^. 

3152. Then the practice was to abate from* the cloth the 
price of dyeing, which, under the circumstances stated by you, 
is about 33 per cent.?—Yes; I ought perhops to state, in ad- 
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dition to wliat I have stated, that formerly, cloth which now II Mar. 1830. 

cost six guineas cost about dE20. I have not been in the trade - 

lately ; there may be an alteration; the manufacturers may not ^ 11011 ' 

at this time be willing to make such a sacrifice; indeed, so great 
a sacrifice as that, would not be necessary now. 

3153. When the cloth cost that price, was the dyeing pro- 
porlionably hi^fi ?—By no means. 

3151. Do not the Company’s tenders vary very much from 
each other from time to time ?—In the different descriptions of 
cloth they d§, but not for the same description of cloth*; they 
have been very much the same/or each description of cloth for 
many years ; L believe since 1813 or 1814. 

3155. What is burling, for which a charge appears to be 
made on the part of the Company ?—Burling is the operation 
of picking out any foreign substance which may adhere to the 
cloth. 

3156. What is.the charge made by the cloth drapers of the 
Company for burling on sypgr cloth ?— 2s. per pjpee. 

3157. What is the amount of the fee upon that §peeies of 

cloth ?— ( id. per cloth. • . 

3158. Ilav? you a copy of one of the Company’s contracts 

fo.’i cloths ?—There are three different descriptions of contracts 
for the different descriptions of articles. I have one here which 
is dated on the 15th of April 1829, which is the notice ofoa ten¬ 
der or contract for 2,000 whole pieces of white list cloths, that 
is, cloth used for the army in India. # 

3159. Will you deliver in that contract ?— 0 

[ The witness delivered in the same , vtfiich is asJollows .■] 

“ Gentlemen : East-lndia House, \blJt April. 1829. 

“ I have the orders of the Committee of Buying ?md Warehouses of 
the East-lndia Company to acquaint you, that the Committee are 
ready to consider tenders for supplying white J»t cloths A, to be de¬ 
livered on or at any time before the 31s^of July 1829. The quantity 
wanted is about two thousand whole cloths. 

“2. The quality of the cloth must be equal to the Company’s 
Standard sample A. Each cloth must be of the lengtif of forty-eight 
yards, and be six quarters wide within the list; must weigh 66 lbs., 
and have no dyed head. Intending contractors will take cspfccial no¬ 
tice, that these conditions will be strijctly required to be fulfilled. 

Positive orders are give® to the ComjTany’a overlookers not to pass 
any cloths of inferior wool, or worse weaving than the standing sample. 

The cloths must not be pressed. 

“ 3. Each cloth must be made with a, dyed middle mark, which 
middle mark must be placed exactly iTi the centre of the cloth ; anal 
m dyed with indigo, and not logwood. All cloths of which t h/ two 
halves shall haye been separated will be rejected: as wfll alkcloths 
of which the list may be unduly heavy or wide. 

“ 4. Every piece #uust be fit to be dyed Aurora; and the attention 
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II Mar. 1830. of the manufacturer is in an especial manner called to this circuin- 
—— stance. 

Mr. A. Dixon, tt 5 j n cage an y G f the cloths shall not be delivered within the 
time specified in the first clause, or, having been delivered and re¬ 
jected, shall not be replaced with approved cloths within the period 
stated in the same clause, the contractor shall pay to the Company, as 
and by way of liquidated damages, the sum of ten Shillings for eath 
cloth which shall so not be delivered or replaced. 'Phe contractor 
must be careful to make early deliveries, in order that he may re¬ 
place any rejections within the time limited; or he may send in a 
.surplus to meet the contingency of rejections ; but thisemust be done 
on or before the day appointed for «*.he completion of the contract. 

“ 6. The goods will be subject, as usual, to the inspection of the 
Company’s overlookers, whose decision shall be final. 

“ 7 . Payment will be made upon Thursday* the 24th of September 
1821), deducting the liquidated damages, if incurred, and the usual 
office-fee of sixpence per whole cloth. Contractors arc also requested 
to taknitpotice, that the sum which has been paid to the cloth-drawers 
for burling, viz. one shilling, is not to be paid directly, as heretofore, 
to those persons * but the same sum wili be received by the Company 
and on account of the cloth-drawers, and will be deducted from the 
manufacturer’s bilj of parcels. 

“ 8. Cloths which may be found by the dyer, at the time of washing, 
or in preparation, to be defective, shall be immediately replaced by jhc 
maker with good cloths, and the maker shall pay the amount of all 
charges incurred; but the Committee distinctly give notice, that, if it 
shall he discovered that any person has disguised oak-stained cloths 
with fullers’-earth, whitening, or other substances, so as tb deceive 
the Company’s overlookers, the Company will not enter into any future 
engagements with such persons, although he may offer goods at a low 
price. And a& ct often happens that cloths prove unfit for consign¬ 
ment to India upon their final inspection in the Company’s warehouse, 
after being dyed, owing to some original defect in the cloths not before 
discoverable, it is hereby made a condition, that the maker shall repay 
to the Company the cost of such cloths, with all charges; such defec¬ 
tive cloths being, after payment, returned to the maker. 

“ 9. Complaints having been made by the overlookers of the foul 
and hurley* state in which cloths are often found after dyeing, owing 
to ‘neglect in manufacturing f such cloths will be returned upon the 
manufacturer, who will be required to repay to the Company the value 
thereof, with all charges incurred thereon. 

“ 10. Very material inconvenience having been experienced from 
the iroparfect manner in which the cloths are marked and numbered, 
it is the particular desire of the Cofamittee that each maker cause his 
name an<j, the number to be’ Vorked-into th # e cloth in a very distinct 
manner, with linen or cotton thread, and the Christian name must be 
put at full length. The Committee will return to the manufacturer 
any cloths whira may be found defective in these points. 

« “ 11. No charge is to be made for carriage to London, nor for cart¬ 
age to the Company’s, warehouse; the cloths will not be taken into 
the warehouse in whole bales, but be unpacked in the warehouse yard, 
and counted singly into the warehouse. The wrappers must be taken 
back immediately, as the Company .will not be answerable for them. 

“ 12. Each maker must name an agent in London, to deliver the 
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cloths,' to take back the rejected goods, to make out bills of parcels, 
and to do all other needful business. 

" 13. If the maker shall not find it convenient to receive the pay¬ 
ments himself, he must give a regular power of attorney to some agent 
to receive the proceeds. 

“ 14. Should it suit you to make an offer, you will please to attend 
to these conditions, which will be strictly observed on the part oT the 
Committee; and you will please to adopt the annexed form of a letter, 
withoift any variation. 

“ 15. If your answer* shall not be received at the office of tlfe Com¬ 
mittee of Buying and Warehouse* in the East-India House before 11 
o’clock of Wednesday the 29th April 1829, you will be considered to 
have declined to manufacture for the Company at the present time. 
Many persons not having beeh careful to send in their offers at or 
before the time appointed, it is positively ordered that no tender be 
received after the above-mentioned hour; and it is desirable that 
manufacturers, having delivered a tender previous to the time^imited, 
should abide thereby, and not cancel or alter the same by any new let- 
&£■, such practice being highly objectionable. . 

“ 16, All goods which may be delivered in consequence of the pre¬ 
sent circular, ^ill lie at the Company’s risk in casa of the calamity of 
fire. 

<f‘ 17- The Committee reserve to themselves the right to reject any 
proposals which they may deem to be unreasonable, although such 
proposals may appear to be the lowest and most advantageous which 
may be qjffercd. • 

“ 18. All persons making tenders are required to seal up their ten¬ 
der, addressed to the Committee of Buying,and Warehouses, and to 
write upon the outside, ‘ Tender fur while lid cloths' • 

I am, Gentlemen, vour humble servant, 

Wm. Simons.” 


3160. Will you state wlmt conditions in that paper you con¬ 
sider objectionable, and which tend to increase the price of the 
article ?—The sixth, eighth, twelfth,, and thirteenth clauSfesu 

3161. The sixth is, that “ tlicffoofls will be subject as usual 
* to the inspection of the Company's overlookers, whose decision 

shall be finalwhat objection have you to that?—There is no 
appeal from it. m - 

3162. What is your objection to the eighth?—The eighth 
clause is, that “ cloth's which may be found by the d^er at the 
time of washing, or in preparation, to be defective, shall be im¬ 
mediately replaced by the maker with good cloths, and the 
maker shall pay the amount of»all charges incurred.” 

3163. Do you consider that unreasonable?—No, I shopid not 
consider it uftreasonpble in itself; but circumstances have taken 

f lace, arising out of this, which have been very objectionable. 

h^ve kijown clofhs sent back by the dyer, and the faults which 
were, pointed out as being in thern,|I am very certain took place 
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11 Mar. 1830. i n the dye-house, and were not in the cloths when they went to 
Mr ~A~J)ixon ^7°^ ; but ^ would be a most difficult matter to prove it. 

3164. Are the cloths inspected after dyeing?—They are in¬ 
spected previous to dyeing; but it was so difficult a matter to 
bring it home to the dyer, that the manufacturer was obliged to 
take die cloth and submit to the loss. 

3165. Then you object to the double inspection ?—Yes. 

3166 t . What is the next objectionable cjlause ?—^The eighth 
clause goes on to say, “ But the Committee distinctly give 
notice, that if it shall be discovered that any person has dis¬ 
guised oak-stained cloths with fullers’-earth, whitening, or any 
other substances so as to deceive the Company's overlooker, the 
Company will not enter into any future engagements with such 
person, although he may offer goods at a low price. And as it 
often happens that cloths prove unfit for consignment to India 
upon their final inspection in the Company's warehouse after 
being dyed, owing to some original defect in the cloths not b& 
fore discoyerable, it is hereby made a condition that the maker 
, shall repay to the Company the cost of such cloths, with all 
charges ; such defective cloths being after payment returned to 
the maker." Now, I have known instances where cloths have 
been suffered by the dyer to remain in his possession before they 
, were sent to be tendered, and during that period they have 
shrunk up so much that it was impossible to get them out to 
their original width, and in consequence of that cloths were 
returned to the manufacturers, whereas if the dyer had sent 
them to the sdeter to be tendered immediately, that would have 
been avoided. « 

3167, Did you find these grievances the last time you dealt 
with the Company ?—I found them occasionally. 

. 3168. But you continued to supply the Company notwith¬ 
standing you felt thyse grievances ?—Certainly. «• 

31ff9. W v ill you state yoqr objection to the twelfth clause?— 
The twelfth is, “ Each maker must name an agent in London to 
deliver the cloths, to take*back the rejected goods, to make out 
bills of parcels^ and to do all other needful business.” There is 
nothing objectionable in that on the part of the manufacturer, so 
long as the Company are willing* to pay the additional price for 
the goods. •» 

3170. "Jour objection is, that he is obliged to add to the value 
of the cloths that which he pays for agency under that commis¬ 
sion ?—Yes. The thirteenth is, “ If the maker shall not find it 
convenient to receive, the pfcyrfients himself, he must give a 
regulaf power of attorney to some agent to receive the pro¬ 
ceeds ;V thfit power of attorney is also attended with expense, 
which the private traders are not subject to. 

3171. Do not the Company permit any perSon who i,s named 
by the manufacturer as agent to deliver a charge of his goods, 
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to receive payment for you if you wish ?—Not without a power 
of attorney. 

3172. What is the expense of a power of attorney?—I think 
it is about 30s. 

3173. On those occasions on which you contracted with the 
Company could you have supplied another party besides the 
Company with cloths of the same quality at three per cent, less 
than you did the Company ?—Yes. 

3174. You would*have done it?—My house in Yorkshire 
would have done it, because they would not have been subject 
to the charge made in London. 

3175. Do you mean to say that you would have sold the cloths 
in Yorkshire at three per cent, less, or that you would have de¬ 
livered them in London at three per cent.?—Either, it makes 
no difference. 

3176. Would you have delivered them in London to another 

piffty at three per cent, loss?—Yes. • 

3177. Then the risk of receiving a bad art icle would be trans¬ 
ferred from yqu to the purchaser of the goods ?—Yes. 

3178. Is it sufficient to give one general power to your attor¬ 
ney in London to receive money for you, or must there be a 
special power for each contract ?—Not for each contract. 

3179. JSo that one general power enables your agent in Lon¬ 

don to act for you for ever ?—For ever, so long as he continues 
vour agent. • 

3180. Do not you conceive that one of the grefct hardships in 
the inspection of the Company’s overlookers is this, that in deal¬ 
ing with private individuals both parties concur in forming a 
judgment upon any dispute as to quality, whereas in the case of 
the Company they are obliged to abide by their decision with¬ 
out any referee ot their own ?—Yes. 

3181. Are you not aware that thpse overlookers arc persons 
trained up from boyhood to manhood*in the business, and tliat 
their character is established by lqng practice ?—Yes. 

* 3282. Do you know any instances in which they have been 
complained of, or considered as dealing unfairly with the manu¬ 
facturers ?—During the time I had transactions with tKe Com¬ 
pany, I never had occasion to .complain in any one instance. 

3183. And you thought the inspectors dealt fairly between 
the manufacturers and the Company ?—Yes, 

3184. Were you obliged to gi^e apyrfees to them for inspec¬ 
tion ?—No. 

’ 3185. Do you consider that the character of the trade retires 

so strict a scrutiny into the quality of the goods as the East-India 
Company make W should think not. 

3186. l£ it not the case, that doths furnished for army pur¬ 
poses, and delivered tp the storekeeper, pass through the same 
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11 Mar. 1830. ordeal, and there is no appeal from that export as it is called? 

—No, the ordeal is not the same; they do not impose any fines 
Mr. A. Dixon. U p 0n rejections. 

3187. On what term of credit do you sell to individuals?— 
That depends upon the agreement made with tfre party at thg 
time ' sometimes for cash, sometimes they buy at ,]two, or four, 
or even six months, or even longer than that. 

3188. When you sell at a credit of three months, what‘would 
you charge upon the del credere account to indemnify you for 
the risk ?—A manufacturer sellidg goods does not consider that 
he is running a risk adequate to paying any del credere commis¬ 
sion for it, in selecting parties whoyi he thinks are perfectly safe. 

3189. Do you mean to say, that if you sell merchandize to 
parties at three months’ credit, you should consider the value of 
the risk as nothing of their stopping payment ?—No ; I should 
not say so. 

3199. What do you consider the value is ?—The value migfat 
be one peV eent. ( 

§191. Should you consider that you were incurring a risk of 
one per cent, if you sold your merchandize to the Company ?-— 
No, I should not. 

319^i. Then it may be assumed, that it is one per cent, more 
to your advantage to sell to the Company so far as tl\at goes ? 
—Yes. 

• 

3193. Supposing yob were to sell goods upon the average of 
customers at Six months’ credit, would not you consider the 
guarantee of bad debts*t.o be worth three per cent. ?—Two and 
a half or three per cent., selling them at six months’ credit. 


3194. Supposing you were in regular dealings with a house 
v>f great respectability and credit, should you think it necessary 
to charge,a percentage upon the cloth delivered because there 
wqsviot immediate payment ?—Not beyond the interest. 

3195. When you stated that there would be a difference of 
three per can/, charged t6 the*Company upon the cloth delivered 
to them above that supply to private merchants, did you then 
contemplate cloths in a white state, or in a dyed state ?—In 
both ; but I think I stated throb or four per cent. 


319G. 4 If you made your sale to a house of substance and 
character in London, or if you had a credit assigned to you on 
any banker in London, should you think, in that ease, that the 
risk of debt would be *equal «to two or three per cent. ?— 
Certainly not. 

3197. When you speak of the del credere with respect to the 
manufacturing trade, are you not rathef speaking of the risk 
attending the selling to an ordinary retailer of manufactured 
goods?—I considered theyjuestion to apply to the general risk 
of business. ' 
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Lunar, 15° die Martii , 1830. 

Mr. ABRAHAM DIXON, being in attendance* was again 15 Mar. 1830. 

called in, when lie requested permission to give in the follow- . - 

• ing explanation to his former evidence. Mr. A. Dw>7i. 

The Statdtnent which I gave in my evidence to this Com¬ 
mittee on Tuesday last, the 9th day of March instant, in regard 
the falling-off in the East-India Company’s exports of wpollens 
to China, though correct, is not sufficiently explicit; for I 
find on closer examination, that it would have given a better 
idea of their real situation to have made other divisions of time 
in taking the annual averages* which would have shown, as the 
truth is, that since 1819-20 the consumption of British woollens 
in China has increased. I now beg to deliver in a Statement, 
showing this to be the case. 

\ m l'he witness delivered in the same, which was read as follows . - 3 

“ From the years 1809-10 to 1813-14, both inclusive, 
the average number of pieces of woollens imported intb 

Canton by the East-India Company was. Pieces 248,<510 

“From 1814-15 to 1819-20, the average for these five 
ye Jr .s was only... 168,095 

“ Show ing a decrease of pieces, or about 33 per cent. ,*80,521 

“ In the eight years which have elapsed since the Ameri¬ 
cans came into competition with the East-India Company, or 
from 1820-21, the first year in which the •Chinese market 
was opened in competition with the East-India Company, 
till the year 1827-8, the average number of pieces of woollens 
yearly imported into China by the East-India Company 

amounted to .. 179,274 

“ Or, had increased in quantity beyond the five^'ears pre¬ 
vious to American competition nearly seven percent, or ... 11,179 


“ Total Imports of WooHens into Canton. • # 


i 

' | 

i By tho East-India 
! Company. 

1 

*By th? Americans. 

1 

m Total. 

1 

\ 

\ 

i 

Pieces. * 

Pieces. 

Piece*. 

182.)—26 .... 

212,346 . 

• * 21,159 

235,505 

| 1826-27 .... 

231,529 

26,977 

258,506 

! 1827-28 .... 

123,317 

27,176 

150,493 ! 

1 

1 

• 

• * 


i 



644,504 

• 7 

i 

i 

I 

• 

Or average yearly importation . 

214,834 
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15 Mar. 1830. “ This shows that the import into Canton in these three years, com- 

- pared with the five preceding, viz. 1820-21 and 1824-25 inclusive, had 

Mr. A. Dixon, increased nearly 25 per cent. 

Pieces. 

Export:—1820-1.157,401 

1821- 2.172,320# 5) 807,004 

1822- 3.136,768 V 

1823- 4.221,8141 173,400 - annual average. 

1824- 5.178,701 J 

" And when compared with the six previous ycars/iaz. 1814-15 
and 1819-20 inclusive, the increase of the three years, 1825-6 to 
1827-8, was upwards of 30 per cent. 


Export 

-1814-15... 

...224,632 

1815-16... 

...161,568 


1816-17... 

...175,801 


1817-18... 

...133,761 

4 

1818-19... 

...144,717 


1819-20... 

...150,254 


6) 990,733 

165,122 - annual average. 


“ The decrease of the Company’s exports of woollens from thfS 
country to* China commenced much earlier than the interference of 
the Americans; fof on referring to the papers laid before Parliament, 
I find that from 1803 to 1808 inclusive, the exports of the East-India 
Company to China was never short of £l ,000,000 sterling, and aver¬ 
aged for these six years .£1,128,557, but began to fall off' materially 
in 1809^ 


“From 1809 to 1813-14 inclusive, the value of all other-articles, 
exclusive of woolLeijs, exported to China, averaged under £150,000 
annually. 4 

“ The total exports since that period have never equalled the 
amounts now quoted, wilfh the exception of 1828, and for the last 
nine years have been as follows: 


*> 

T- 

Woollens. 

Other Manufactures. 

1 

Total. { 

* 

t 

f 

* 

0 

£• 

£ 

£. 

1H20 . 

713,6^3 

33,353 

747,036 

1821 .: 

722,461 

141,699 

864,160j 

1822 . 

623,259 

46,230 

669,489 

1823 . 

674,585 

* 33,462 

708,047 

1824 ...,. 

532,221 • 

. 79,918 

612,139 

1825 . 

652,047 

92,811 

744,858 

1826 . 

756,968 

95,062 

852,030 

1827 . 

413,422 ^ 

80,393 

493,815 

* 1828 . 

618,412 

245,082 

863,494 

—. - . 

• 




“From 1809 to 1811 Inclusive, which were years of war, the ex¬ 
ports were as follows: * * 


t 
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1809 .£971,360 ) 3) 2,692,596 

1810 . 825,097 >- 

1811 ... 896,139 ) 897,532 - annual average.- 


“ Or, upon an average, of the yearly value of £897,532, being a 
felling off, on the average of the six preceding years, of upwards of 20 
per cent., the exports of these years having been— 


1803. 

...A ,139,184 

1804.. 

... ,202,607 

1805.*. 

... ,050,424 

1806. 

... ,155,103 

1807. 

... ,112,120 

1808. 

... ,081,849 


6) 6,771,287 

1,128,557 - annual average. 


“ Front the years 1812to 1819, the Company’s exports of woollens 
to Canton were as follows : 


1812 
^ 1813 

** 1814 . 

1815 

1816 
1817, 

•1818, 

1819. 


I have not been able 
to procure the amounts 
for these two years- 

.£ 829,070 

. 705,032 ■ . aKQ ‘j-io 

... 858,1641 G ) 4 > 2j8 » 31!) 

. 624,128 

. 673,297 

. 568,628 


709,719 - annual average. 


“ The average yearly value is £709,719, being more than 20 per 
cent, less than the average exports from 1809 to 1811 inclusive, and 
more than 37 per cent, less than the average expoHs from 1803 to 
to 1808 inclusive.” .• 


JOSHUA BATES, Esq. called in, and examined. 

3198. Ybu»are an American?—lam. • , 

3199. How long have you been this country ?—I liftvr 
jeen fixed here about ten years. 

3200. Have you been for some ^eart an agent fi>r the trade 
>f*some American houses in this country, and are you at present 
t partner in the house of Baring, Brothers, and Company ?-—I 
im. I was agent first for an American house connected with 
lie East-India trade; qfterwards asf partner of the firm of 
1. Bates and John Baring, who had the management of the 
msiness of an American house, more particularly connected 
vith the China trade; and lastly^ as^ partner in the house of 
3aring, Brothers, and Co. in the same*trade. 

3201. Have you been acquainted with the general Jraihf of 

America with fhdia apd with China?—-For the last twenty 
rears I have been constantly in situations that placed me im - 
nediatply ii^ connexion with that trade, both in America and 
his country. t » 
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ir, Mnr. 1830. 32 02. Has the China trade been carried on by the Americans 

Joshua Whiles generally by different houses, or has it not within these few years 
Jintj. ’ got into the hands of a very few houses?—Several years ago 
(say twenty years ago) it was in the hands of a very few: the 
number increased; and three or four years ago there were'a 
great number trading to Canton, of which man/have failed; 
and now I should say that the number is small again. 

3203. Have not your friends carried c.n a large portion of 
the New England part of that trade ?—I should think they 
have the largest portion by far. 

3204. Should you say more th^n one-half of the whole ?—I 
think at times one-half of the whole. 

3205. Has not that trade consisted in shipments from Ame¬ 
rica tf China by themselves in shipments from Europe to China 
under your direction, and then in returns from China to America 
and to Europe*?—That has been the*course of the trade. 

3206. 'By whom is the business conducted in China?—For 
twenty years it was conducted by Mr. Cushing, who was a 
partner in the American house; for the last two years it has 
been conducted by a Mr. Forbes, who, I am sorry to observe 
by the last accounts, was drowned at Macao. 

32t/7. Were those persons partners in the American house, 
or were they there acting on commission ?—They were partners. 

3208. So tha*t it is* an American house, with an establish¬ 
ment of partners in China, w ho carry on the trade there ?— 
Yes; it is an American house, with partners in China and 
America, and agents in Europe. 

3209. And they do not conduct it through any agency in that 
, country, other than that of their partners?—None other. 

3210. You statp Mr. Cushing to have been twenty years in 
that country; is he at present in England?'—He is. 

3211. Do you not understand that he objects to appear as a 
witness before the Commit*ee ?—He expressed his unwilling¬ 
ness to me to appear, and decidedly objected to come, unless 
the laws were such as to compel him. 

3212. Did he assign any 4 reason for so objecting ? —He 
assigned a reason to me confidentially 

3213. In this country, in what quality do you act, as agent 
for this trade ; have you any interest in the trade itself, or do 
you act merely on comnjissipn?—We have no interest what¬ 
ever ; we are merely commission merchants. 

&^14.» So that neither you nor they can have any interest in 
the profit or loss which may arise in the trade beyond your 
charge for agency ?—None. , 

3215. Has that been the case throughout you* agency?— 
Always. ' . 
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8216. What portion has the house of Perkins and Company 
in China had of the American trade from China to Europe?—I 
should say for the past year, one-half. 

3217. In whose hands principally is the other half?—Of dif¬ 
ferent merchants ; some residing at Boston, some at New York 
and Philadelphia. 

3218. Does not Mr. Brown of Liverpool represent a large 
portiop of the remaining half?—The shipments from Liverpool 
I conceive to be returned to Philadelphia, not to come ftito the 
trade from Canton to Europe* The course is from Liverpool 
to Canton, and from thence to Philadelphia. They have, I 
believe, shipped very largely of British manufactures, 

• 3219. Have you atly statement of the whole amount of the 
American trade in China?—Here is* a statement of the amount 
of it in value, from 1815 to 1826, both exports and imports. 

3220. Will you*be so good as to state by the year the amount 

o£the American exports from China in the year 1820*21 ?— 
Four millions of dollars. , 

3221. What was the amount of the imports *in that year?— 
Four millions of dollars. 

8222. What was the amount of the exports and imports in 
1826-7 ? —The amount of the exports is 4,300,000 dollars, the 
imports 4,200,000. * 

3223. Can you state the amount in 1827-8 and in 1828-9 ?— 

I can state the amount in quantity, but .not in* value.- 

3224. Can you state whether in 1828-9 there*ft an increase 
or a diminution upon 1827-8 ?—Ther^ were exported from 
Canton in .1826-7 to the United States, 102,000 chests of tea ; 
in season 1828-9 there appear to be 80,000. 

32^5. Can you state what was the amount which the Ameri- # 
can houses sent to Europe?—In 1828-9 the shipments to 
Europe were 14,000 chests. * • # 

3226. Besides the trade of the Americans to America and fo 

Europe, do they carry on any China jrade to any other parts 
of the world?—There is some traddfeto South America and to 
the Sandwich Islands, to Manilla, and to the north-west 
coast of America. • ~ 

3227. Have they a considerable tjade to the Brazils ?—Now 
and then they have a ship to Brazil, touching at Buenos*Ayres, 
not to a very large amount. 

3228. Do not the Americans carry pn nearly the whole .of 
the China trade with the different nfew gQvernmerits of Soutli - 
America ?—I should think they probhbly did carry on nearly 

'the whole. * f 

3229. To what cau'se do you ascribe the falling-off of the 
trade in the year 1926-7?—It had been overdone very much. 
Some*persons in the United States’ had conceived the project 

* • * • 2 z 
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ir* Mar, 1830. of a monopoly in the trade, and even went so far as to suppose 

- they could run a ship to Canton every month: the prudent 

Joshua Bates, trat j crs f 0 that part of the world retired, and those who carried 
M/ on the business in this way were soon ruined. 

3230. Has it not been for some years an unprofitable trade 
— It Was not unprofitable previous to those operations of indi¬ 
viduals who attempted to drive others out of the trade. 

3231. By what means were they to drive others out of the 
trade ?—They thought that they could import sb much tea, 
and that they had such superiot skill in judging of it, or in 
assorting it, that they would drive out the old traders, and 
thus get possession of the business 

3232. Did they succeed in that attempt ?—They all failed; 
all who attempted to transact business in that way. 

323f. Was there not a great deal of money lost in the Ameri¬ 
can China trade for some years?—-The regular traders to 
Canton never have lost much. It "wfts a blank business foWi 
time; but they are all wealthy people now; they do not appear 
to have suffered ‘much from it. 

3234. Has that trade revived since ?—I do not think it has 

become to the same extent as it was. *’ 

3235. Is it more profitable than it was?—I have understood 
that last year the chief business, which is in manufactured 
silks, was not profitable. 

3236. Was the tea ‘trade profitable ?—The tea trade was 
fair last year,''no far as I am able to judge. 

3237. Can you state the proportion of the tea exported from 
Canton by the Americans as compared with the East-India 
Company’s exports ?—The Company have, to the best of my 
recollection, exported 330,000 chests, or 300,000 or 35Q.000, 
as the season may be, and the Americans 120,000 or 125,000. 

3238. Should you say, wpon the average, that the American 
ex’port of tea is about oneAhird that of the Company ?—1 should 
think it was more than, one-third. The consumption in the 
United States is about 7,060,000 of pounds, that is, about 
one-fourth of the Company’s exports: that does not include the 
shipments by American vessels,from Canton to Europe. 

3239. Have you any means of stating a proportion of the 
whole trade of tea in China as between ‘the Americans and the 
Company?—The 14,000 chests mentioned as shipped from 
Canton to Europe in 1828-9 were all shipped by Perkins and 

.Company: but they ditf not aK come in American ships; there 
was one Dutch ship.and one French ship. 

32^0. Adding that to the other amount you .stated, what is 
the whole amount of tea shipped by Americans from China ?— 
That would make 94,000 chests. i 

3241. What proportion* does that bear to the Company’s ex- 
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ports?—The consumption in England appears to be about 15 Mar. 1830. 

from 25,000,000 to 28,000,000 of pounds. I have that infer- - 

mation here for several years, but I cannot now recollect Jushl ^ nat ^> 
where I procured it, therefore cannot rely on it. I have the s ' 1 ' 
prime cost of the Company’s teas at Canton from 1809 tp 
•1829. In the 1818-19 season, there appears to have been 
brought 21>»000,000 of pounds of teas; and in 1819-20- there 
appears to have been sold in London, 29,000,000. 

32*42. Q # f the whole of the American trade, what proportion 
is conducted by your correspondents ?—That varies from year 
to year; but I should think list year one-half nearly. 

3243. One-half of the American consumption, and one-half 
.of European, or onedralf of• the whole trade?—One-half of the 
whole American trade, and all the European trade in the supply 
of teas, except what the Dutch Company have. 

3244. Have Messrs. Perkins a large establishment a#Canton 

for the transaction of this great business ?—I believe they have 
only Mr. Forbes, and a *lad of fifteen or sixte*en years’of age : 
they have of course servants besides. • 

2345. Do*they derive their compensation from a share id the* 
profits, and not from any charge they make for agency ?—That 
is the way in which it is arranged, I believe. 

3246. Have you at present any homeward-bound ships under 

your management, either expected or arrived ?— No ship has 
arrived from Canton this season, and we cannot know whether 
we have any ships coming. • 

# 

3247. Had you any last season?—Last season we had a 
great number of ships to Europe^ 

3248. Did they come direct from China to Europe ?—They 
carpe from China to Cowes, and a market. ' 

3249. By coming to Cowes and a market, you mean that it is 
the practice of the American tratje to stdp in any* portpn the 
Channel for orders frpm their corespondents in London, *who 
direct them to the best market, according to their estimate of 
the European markets ?—Tha? is the object# of coming to 
Cowes. 

3250. Those ships having so come to Cowes and*a market, 
where were they sent by you?—They were sent, one to Rotter¬ 
dam, one to Amsterdam, and two to Hamburg. There were 
two other ships, a Dutch and a French ship, which went direct, 
it being necessary, in order to secure the lower duties, which 
are payable on direct importatibns*in ships pf the country. 

3251. Have the adventures of which *you speak been pro¬ 
fitable ?—I should say that the returns of teas generally are not 
profitable. ^ 

3252. *Do you mean not profitable, taking their invoice cost 
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15 Mar. 1830 . in China ?—It has always been very difficult to make a par re- 
- mittance in teas. 

Jashlt £** rtles ’ 3253. Have the teas of the last year not been profitable ?— 

" Last year I should say they have paid very well; I cannot speak 
from very precise knowledge of it; the year before they were 
losing. * 

3254. But, generally speaking, have not the house in China 
considered that the outward shipments have been tbe shipments 
which have given the profit, and they have, looked tp the teas 
rather as means of remittance hoipe?—I cannot say what may 
have been their views with regard to it, but I should judge that 
it was so considered. 

3255. Has not that, upon the Average < of years, been the 
general result of the trade?—I cannot speak as to the result, 
not having the winding up of the business ; but I judge, by its 
continualg, that it has been satisfactory as to the result. 

3256. If the general result has been,satisfactory, and the r» m 

mittance of teas home has been rather losing, must not the out¬ 
ward adventure, of necessity, have been profitable ?—I should 
draw* that conclusion from it, certainly. * 

3257. Are you acquainted, by communication with your cow- 
respondents, with the manner in which they transact their busi- 

. ness in China ?—I have had a good deal to do with the people 
connected with the China trade for a long time, and have had 
several friends established there, and from them I have learnt 
something of the way in which they do their business there. 

3258. Do yd» know whether they trade with the Hong, or 
with the outside merchants ?—I believe they trade with one or 
the other, as it may be most for their interest. 

3259. Do you know practically whether it has been found 
mqst for their interest to trade with one or with the other ?a—I 
believe, for large operations, they have found it most advanta¬ 
geous jo defil with the Hong«merchants. 

3^60. Do you suppose tbit a greater portion of the American 
trade goes through outside merchants than of the English trade 
that goes to Chiha ?—I should think it did. 

3261. Do you know whether those outside merchants with 

whom the)? trade are merchants ofi substance ?—Some of them, 1 

have understood, are. ** « 

* * 

3262. But that they trade generally as they find they can do 
so to the best advantage ?—Yes. 

3263. Did you ever hear . that they found any difficulty in 
securing their ships ?~I never heard of any. I always under¬ 
stood it^yasa place where it was the most easy to transact busi¬ 
ness of any place in the world. 

3264. Did you ever hear of any difficulty in procuring tea ?— 

No. ” f 
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3265. Is not tea considered an article of which almost any 15 Mar. 1830. 
quantity can be procured there?—I cannot speak, except from 
conversation with others. I have always understood that every 
body in China drinks tea, and therefore, of course, the quantity 
which is exported must be very small in comparison with the 
whole. * 


Joshua Bates, 
Esq. 


3266. Is tlifere not always a great abundance of tea in the 
market ?—There are generally 50,000 or 60,000 chests remain 

over. * " , 

» * 

3267. Is not it very frequently a condition made by the 
Chinese in taking goods outwards, that the person dealing with 
them shall take tea ?—I should think that a person who managed 
his business well would not make any arrangement of that kind^ 


3268. Is not tea an article which generally is superabundant 
in the market?—I believe the Chinese understand prettv well 
the wants of foreign countries ; they endeavour to bring forward 
the Quantity that is wanted, t and very little more., 

3269. Do you understand that Messrs. Perkins mqke their 
purchases from the Chinese on as good terms as the Company ? 
—I have no doubt they do for their contract teas, whenever 
the^ make contracts; but I should suppose that they make their 
purchases to better advantage by taking any and every opportu¬ 
nity, according to the fluctuation of the market. 

3270. Do you consider therefore, that not confining them¬ 
selves always to contract, but by purchasing sometimes by con¬ 
tract, and sometimes in the open marke*t, they byy, upon the 
whole, on better terms than if they did the whole?of their busi¬ 
ness by contract?—Undoubtedly. The*contract price of tea 
has not varied but very little for a great number of years, not 
more than Id. or 2d., but they frequently fluctiytte 40 or 50 per 
cent.; they fall that much. 

3271. Do you mean that they fluctuate between the # contract- 
price and the market-price, when the contract is over?—*T|ie 
prices fall from November to February. Frequently the teas 
which are thus sold are not the saipe sgrt of teas; but teas that 
are sold at certain prices in November would Sometimes be 
bought at 20, 30, or even 50 per cent, lower in February. 

3272. What do you mean by4he teas not being of the same 
sort ?—There may be some anpong them of the same quality as 
the contract teas which *the Company take, but the greater por¬ 
tion of them are inferior teas. 


3273. Are they the rejected teas qf the Company ?—Pro¬ 
bably the Company never saw tftenf; they are not of a quality* 
that they would look at. But sometimes, 1 believe, # the Com¬ 
pany make purchases of those teas, picking out the best of4hem. 

3274. Is there not a considerable quantity of tea always in 
the market that hashiever been offered to the Company at all ? 
—1 should think there was a great quantity. 
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3275. Do you consider the quality of the Company’s tea better 

than the quality of the tea exported by Perkins and Company ? 
—Better, generally speaking. The qualities which are bought 
for.this market will not answer for other markets; other coun¬ 
tries will not pay a price to compensate for the finer qualities, 
particularly of black tea. * , 

3276. Is the quality suited for the American market superior 
or inferior to the quality suited for the English market?—I 
should say that the black teas were inferior, but the green teas 
are of equal quality, and being used fresh* there, they appear to 
be better than in England; they have rather more flavour, 
perhaps. 

3277. How is the quality of the tea exported by the Ameri¬ 
cans for the continent of Europe ; is it better or worse than the 
Company’s teas ?—Sometimes they have taken the same quality 
as thgjCompany, but it will not answer; they will not pay a 
sufficient price for it on the Continent. 

3278. Generally speaking, what it the quality suited for Vie 

Dutch market ?—It is of a middling quality, not so good as the 
Company's, and* not very bad. s 

3279. So that if you saw the price of any denomination of 
tea, taking Congo or souchong for instance, in London *and 
Amsterdam, you would not consider a mere comparison of the 
prices<br a given denomination of tea as any proof of the rela¬ 
tive dearness or cheapness in the two countries ?—None what 
ever. 

3280. How are the qualities that suit the German market as 
compared witn England ?—Qualities similar to those used in 
Holland. 

3281. And the French market?—The French market re¬ 

quires better teS than the German: they are willing to pay for 
‘good tea. t 

3282. It is equdi to the English ?—-Equal. T&as will find 
boyers there at prices inj'roportion to their quality. 

3283. The average quality, therefore, of the black teas ship¬ 
ped by the American house St Canton is upon the whole inferior 
to that of the India Company?—I should say decidedly so. 

3284C Can you state the per-centage of inferiority between 
the teas suited for the Duteh market and the English market ? 
—I have before me an invoice of contntct teas, the same as the 
Company’s ship, in which I see souchong is put down at 35, 37, 
and 39 tales, and there are other souchongs that cost 23. 

3285. Should you- say (hat the souchong bought at 35 was 
of the Cqpipany's quality, and the other at 23 was of the inferior . 
qualify, which you have described as suited *to the Dutch 
market?—The Chinese always fix prices for three different 
qualities—the first, second, and third; Sind this being the 
cost of contract souchong,, that would be about fhe price at 
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which the Company would have contracted at that particular 
time: the other I can only suppose to be inferior tea from its 
price. 

3286. Has the house in China any difficulty in getting what¬ 
ever quality they please in the market ?—I am not aware that 
they have any. 

3287. If, therefore, they take a cheaper sort of tea for any 
particular market, does it not arise from a choice of theirs, and 
a desire to* accommodate themselves to the peculiarities of 
different markets, not from any difficulty of obtaining finer teas 
if they paid the price ?—They experience no difficulty in pro¬ 
curing the finer teas. They frequently do ship them ; and the 
shipping of a middle quality is as a matter of interest entirely, 
because they can gain more by that quality than by the other. 

3288. It is presumed that one of the calculations of a 
merchant is to assort the qualities of his article according to the 
d£_«iands of the particular^mgrkets ?—That is tl\e practice of all 
merchants, I believe. 

A 

3289. Do ^ou know whether among the Company’s teas jhe 
same denominations have the same prices, or are there not 
variations of price for teas of the same denomination ?—I should 
think there must be variations for different chops. 

3290. Then all their souchong, for instance, is no>of one 

given price ?—Certainly not; it must vary according to the 
quality. t •• 

3291. So that the Company here gives us sorge superior and 
some inferior teas of the same denomination ?—Of some par¬ 
ticular kinds there certainly is inferior tea; but I should think 
that it would be hardly right to say that they give you inferior 
and superior: they give you superior and middling tea. 

3292. If # there were a free trade of tea to this country, do 
you think that the consequence ^ould bd that we-should get 
more of the inferior and less of the tpperior than we now *get ? 
—I think the high duties in this country serve to prevent any 
•inferior article from coming here Tor consumption. 

3293. If the duties are ad valorem , does not that do away 
with that objection ?—Still it viould have the same effect. 

3294. Did you ever see what is sold for tea in apy of the 
towns or villages of tfiis country ?—I have certainly tasted in¬ 
ferior tea. 

3295. Did you ever see in Ajneyca*any thing so bad as that 
which is sometimes sold in this country ?—I do not think I 
have seen any so bad. But I do not think it is tea; I tjnnk it 
is an adulteration with gooseberry leaves, or something of that 
kind. 

3*296. Would not there be less, of that adulteration if there 
were brought to this pouutry some of the lower qualities of teas ? 
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15 Mar. 1830. —It would depend upon how brought. If the price was brought 

- down so that the object would be trifling, there would be no 

joshva Buies, adulteration, I should think. 

£*so» 

3297. You think there would be less inducement to adul¬ 

terate the low-priced teas than the higher ?—Certainly there 
would be. * * 

3298. Do not the Americans usually carry on $heir trade in 
their own ships ?—They do. 

3299. The business of merchant and, ship-owier are not 
separated, as they are in this country ?—No, they are combined. 

3300. Does not that make it rather difficult to ascertain the 
precise value of freight in America ?—No; there are many ships 
that-go on freight of course ; it fs a thing established as much 
as here. 

3301. Can you state to the Committee what would be the 
amouift of freight from America to China and back or from 
America to Chjna and back to Eui;op f e ?—They go generallw^n 
ballast/ A ship-owner, within two years, offered to furnish first- 
class shifts at 30 t dollars per ton, that is about £6. 10s. to go 
frohi America, to load teas at Canton, and return to Europe or 
America; they would take out any cargo that the freighter 
might wish to send. 

3302. You mean that the party engaging the ships would 
have alight to fill her to any extent he might wish, 4 out and 
home?—Yes. 

3303. But the* habit? of the trade is such that there is very 
little freights^* out?—Yes. 

3304. Upon the av^rAge what time does that voyage take ?— 
Upon the average about eleven months. Many go in ten 
months, but it i&I&ir to calculate a year. 

. 3305. Are you speaking of ships of the first class ?—OF the 
first class. m « 

$306. Are they ships in jjhich you would trust valuable com¬ 
modities, requiring to be kept dry, as soon as you would in any 
of the ships of the East-India Company ?—Certainly; ships_ 
cannot be built stronger or better. 

3307. ^Would you sav that they were perfectly suited to the 
safe conveyance of a delicate article?—Certainly. 

3308. Should you think them &s little liable to sea average 
as any other ships ?—I should think they were less liable to it, 
perhaps, than any other. 

3309. What size are 'tha American ships generally ?—Four 
hundred tons is about^the size. 

331%{. AVe those considered better for the trade than larger or 
smaller ?—I think they have been found in'most trades to be the 
most economical size; that is, to carry the Icrgest cargo at the 
smallest expense. ■ u 

3311. Do you know how Vnany men An American ship of 400 



SELECT COMMITTEE of the HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

tons going to China is manned with ?—I do not remember whe¬ 
ther it is eighteen, or nineteen, or twenty,' but the entire number 
of persons on board is between those. 

3312. What is the ordinary rate of premium on insurance? 
—The premiupi has been two and a half per cent, at Lloyd’s 
for a voyage f out from London to Canton in an American ship ; 
I think it would be two per cent, if the insurance were now to 
be doge here. 

3313. Is that on goods or on specie ?~On goods ; oi! specie 

less. * 

3314. Do you find any difference in the insurance upon an 
American ship that goes out from here and a Company’s ship ? 
-—There is a difference in ttfe rate of insurance, but I think it 
ought not to be. I observe that on the Company's ships they 
pay three per cent, for the voyage out, and on the American 
ships I think it could be done at two. There is not much 
insurance done on Americans here ; but it should be considered 
tlfat the Company’s ships* stop at various places to land’ stores, 
perhaps go by way of Madras or Calcutta, and therefore; although 
1 think three per cent, is too much for them, *it is not, on the 
whole, so far out of the way. 

3315. Can you state the comparison between the American 
ships and the Company’s ships that go direct from London to 
China without stopping ?— I believe they charge that suffi when 
they go direct. There is something about it which I think I do 
not understand ; there must be some,clauses in the policy, 
otherwise 1 am sure three per cent, never would b#paid. There 
cannot be better ships, and commanded unquestionably by men 
of first-rate abilies, and it is very rarely any accident happens to 
them. The rate of premium appears to me unaccountable. 

3316. Do you say confidently, that that ratdof premium does 
exisf?—I am sure it exists, and it has surprised me frequently. ’ 

3317. Dd not you think it may be ascribe?! to the.fact, that 
with respect to large ships, however well constructed, Itbeir 
going out and coming into harbour is always a more difficult 
pperation than with ships of a mor£*mot?erate size ?—Unquestion¬ 
ably it is; but in those long voyages there are only two ports, one 
to leave and one to make, and those are such as are easily made. 
1 do not think that hazard is material. 

3318. You have stated the premium at Lloyd’s ; what would 

be the same premium done in America ?—I think they have 
even gone so low as one and a half per cent, from the United 
States to Canton direct. , , * 

3319. What is the premium out and home from the United 

States ?—Perhaps three to three and a half.’ » / 

3320. Would it he the same from America to Canton, and 

back to Cowes aneba market?—Jt would depend on the season, 
in scene degree; if the voyage was to end late in the season it 
would be rather more,. > 

/ 3 A 
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3321. Supposing the ship to come into the channel at a 
favourable season of the year?—I should think they would 
probably require a little more, perhaps a half per cent. 

3322. That ship would have not only to come to Cowes, but 
would have again to go to a market on the continent ?—Shy 
would. 

3323. Are the premiums generally higher or lower in America 
than at Lloyd’s ?—They are generally lower ; but the average 
clauses'are not the same, which sometimes make& the higher 
premiums at Lloyd’s more advantageous than the lower pre¬ 
miums in the United States. 

3324. Do you think you coulc| now, at the present time, 
procure good ships to go to China and* bring back teas at 
£7. 10$. ?—I have not a doubt that I could get any quantity. 

332^ Do you mean American ships ?— American ships. 

3326. To go either from America or from Europe ? - From 

either. • ‘ ' 1 *■ V 

3327. Gould American ships be hired in the river Thames to 
any amount ?—Not to any extent; you will generally find four 
or five small ships there. 

3323. When you talk of £7. 10s. per ton, what ton do /ou 
speak of?—That is the ton of fifty cubic feet. 

2329? Is that the same measurement by which the Company’s 
contracts for freight are made?—It is the same measurement 
by which the Company’s contracts are made; they take fifty 
cubic feet, I believe. The price was thirty dollars for forty 
cubic feet, which being.brought into the Company’s measure¬ 
ment makes £7. 10#. for fifty cubic feet, which is the Com¬ 
pany's measured tonnage. 

3330. From your experience of the shipping of this country, 

do you suppose that British shipping could be got at prices 
equally advantageous ?—J am afraid not, they cdst so much 
more? I should think the /ship-owners here could not afford, 
with the high prices of provisions and the cost of their ships, to 
navigate so chyap. * * 

3331. Can you state what you think the difference would be 
at which, the English ship-owner could afford to do the same 
trade ?—It requires a long calculation to determine that. I see 
the cost of a first-class ship ib the ‘United States would be £15 
per ton complete for sea, while here the price, I believe, would 
be £25. 

3332. Are you speakirtg t»f a.river-built ship ?—A river-built 

ship would cost £25, a northern-built ship would cost £20.’ It 
depends altogether upon what class of ships one would charter; 
but with this increase in the value of the ship andlthe high price 
of provisions; and the sailors, I believe, are rather dearer here 
than in the United States, there would be a difference* perhaps, 
of one-fourth in the freight. J _ , 
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3333. Are you speaking now of the freight at which the 
English ship-owner could do the same voyage ?—I should think 
lie would require a fourth more. 

3334. Is not a British ship more durable than an United 

State’s ship ? —There is no doubt she is more durable ; but that 
part of the ship which decays more in the American than iij the 
English is ve£y easily replaced in the United States. Timber is 
very cheap; therefore in a copper-fastened ship the wood part 
of it is a ve^y small [^irt of the expense. . 

3335. Are you of opinion th@,t the American could afford his 
freight at one-quarter less than the British ship-owner?—I 
should think he could; but l may not be correct in that; it 
requires some figures .to come to it. 

3336. Is that entirely owing to the difference of construction, 

or to what extent, cheapness of navigation ?—I should think 
one-half is the cheapness of navigating. ® 

^?337. You think the difference is about equally divided be¬ 
tween the expense of building and the expense of navigating ? 
—That, I should say, is about the division. # 

3338. Worn’d it put the British ships more upon an equality, 
if fjiose ships for long voyages might be victualled at the price 
of provisions on the continent of Europe?—It would make a 
very great difference. 

3339. .If, for instance, they could be supplied with bread 
and other provision-stores at the price of the bonded warehouse 
of corn, would that make a considerable* difference ?-^-It would 
make a very great difference. It was the case Ufat they could 
be so supplied some time ago ; but I imported some beef from 
America to supply that demand, and they altered the law here 
to prevent it; that was about the year 1826. 

334>0. Your object being to victual your ship with foreigq 
provisions ?—That was the object of bringing the beef here. 

3341. Have there not been instances of ships clearing out 
from ports of Europe in preference tt> using ports in England, 
for the express purpose of cheape^victjialling ?—I should doubt 
whether that was the case. They can always in coming from a 
foreign port bring their bread ; and there is no place on the 
Continent where beef is packed so well as in this country. 

3342. Do the American ships that go out from here some¬ 

times bring their bread with them for the purpose They 
generally bring their stores with them; they endeavour not to 
want much here. When they come from Canton, of course, 
theij; stores are exhausted. ■ 

3343. With reference to the difference between the amount 
of premiums on American ships' and on the Compafty’s^ ships, 
are you aware that risks on the Company’s ships are always 
subject to the destination of the'ship being altered, or the ship 
beirv| taken up as a transport, whilst an insurance on an Arae- 


15 Mar. 1830. 

Joshua Bates, 
Esq . 



358 

15 Mar. 1830. 

Joshu<> Bales, 
Esq. 


EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS : 

rican ship is not liable to any risk but from port to port ?—I 
should think that might account for part of the difference. I 
was not aware that those clauses existed in the charter-party. 

I should think there is something more than that which causes 
the premium to be so high. 

3344*. Have you heard of any cases of the Americans suffer¬ 
ing from any conflict with the Chinese authorities at Canton? 
—I only remember one ; that was the case where an .Italian 
sador, «who had committed murder, was given up «*o be stran¬ 
gled according to their laws. „It was done very quickly, I 
believe. 

3345. Do the Americans use much of the authority of their 
consul there ?—I should think very little.' 

3346. Is there any difficulty of trading there, which makes 
them desirous of a more powerful representative of the country 
in the^iQrt of Canton?—I am not aware that there is any such 
desire; the tra^e has always gone qn very well, and withsyt 
any difficulty. 

3347. Is their* trade sometimes directed to other ports than 
that of Canton in China ?—I do not remember to have heard 
of any case of their going to any other ports ; it is possible tkat 
it might have taken place. 

334^ Do not they send goods to Manilla sometimes ?—To 
Manilla, and all the islands and ports in the Archipelago. 

3349. Do they take out goods suited to those different mar¬ 
kets?—They take all goods suited to those markets; imitations 
of Indian mamffactures, and the like. 

3350. Do you know of any voyages that have been under¬ 
taken to Cochin China or Siam by any of your countrymen ?— 
IT ere was a voyage undertaken by Captain White, whojmb- 
lished a journal of it, to Cochin China; and Captain Coffin, 
who is here with the Siamese youths, made a voydge to Siam. 
His vessel was fitted here, # V>r rather the cargo was sent to him 
at Hamburgh from hence*. 

3351. Did lie accomplish his voyage ?—He went there and 
traded, and has repeated his voyage since. 

3352. .Was that the simple effect of a single trader, or was 
any consul, or was any official* person put forward to mediate 
with the,government?—Nohe other than Captain Coffin; he 
managed his own affairs. 

3353. And he did trade at Siam and came away ?—He did. 

3354. Do you know fvhtther he made a good adventure of 
it ?—I believe very fair. 

335fc. Do the Americans trade to Sincapore?—They, I 
believe, are not allowed to trade direct to’ the little spot called 
Sincapore. They call there and make their bargains, and they 
are obliged to lay off, or to»gd to some little distance\o acd >m- 
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plish the business ; it is not legal for them to load and unload 15 Mar. ib30. 
at Sincapore : they have a little traffic there, but not much. ~ 

. . Joshua Bales, 

3356. Do you think that a larger proportion of the Ameri- Esq. 
can trade in China is done through smuggling than of the Eng¬ 
lish trade that goes there?—The only smuggling that I have 

ever heard o£ that might be called such, is that of opium, which 
is a prohibited article. There is no doubt that both the mas¬ 
ters aijd supercargoes in the private trade, as well as the Com¬ 
pany’s masters and » officers, do smuggle a little, some" trifling 
things, but I think not to ary amount that is worth naming. 

The great smuggling business is that in which the Company arc 
so far interested, that they furnish the materials, the opium ; 
and no doubt the success of that trade is very important to the 
revenues of the Company in the market it furnishes for the 
opium. 

3357. But yog do not think that the American pari? of the 
trpde is more a smuggling trade than the English ?—Certainly 
not; there is only one American ship, and there are usdally five 
English ships lying at Lintin for that purpose. 

3358. Do Hie five English ships that are lying there carry 
on the English country trade ?—They are regular ships sta¬ 
tioned there for the purpose of smuggling, and nothing else. 

3359. Do the Company’s ships ever drop any goods at Lintin . 

for the purpose of smuggling?—I should think not, excepting a 
few small articles belonging to the officers, nothing worth men¬ 
tioning. « 

3360. Otherwise is the American trade at Caftton carried on 

as respectably, and with as respectable* and substantial persons 
there as the trade of the Company ? —It is. I should Ay the 
Company has no advantage there, other than that which the 
magnitude of their operations gives them ; any commercial house 
with the same amount of business, and moving with the same 
regularity, would have the same advantage.* • 

3361. Will you be so good as testate to the Commiltee'for 
the last four or five years the amount of your shipments to 
•Canton lor American account, beginning with the years 1826 
and 1827, and the articles of which it consisted ?—In 1826 the 
amount was £120,000; and in^ 1827 the amount was.£85,000. 

It consisted of cottons, woollens, iron, copper, quicksilver, co¬ 
chineal, opium, linens,. watchSs, and tin plates. • 

3362. Is the iron bar-iron ?—Bar-iron, and nail-rods, and 
hoops. 

91,363. Is the cotton, cotton-tvvisl) or*printed cotton ?—Cotton 
cloths printed. , 

3364. No eotton-twist ?—Not in 1827; that is a lhoroc recent 
article. 

3365. >Vhat, was the amount’in 1828?—The amount in 1828 
wa/£98,(J00; and the amount in 1829, £147,000. 
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which all the adventures are composed?—Perhaps there are 
Jothua Bates, some articles in the shipments which are different. There are 
* q ' some investments for the Manilla market, which if they do not 
suit at Canton are sent on there, but that would vary from the 
general character of the shipments. * * 

3367. Are they assorted according to the advicel you receive 
of the capabilities of the different markets around ?—Yes.^ 

3368. " Do not you think that with private trades? there is a 
stimulus to great industry and exertions in seeking out new 
markets and new branches of trade, which no company can 
rival ?—I certainly think that in pushing trade, individuals suc¬ 
ceed better than companies; in any trade that requires ma¬ 
nagement and perseverance they will be more likely to succeed. 

3369. Do you send out any raw cotton from this country to 
China 7— We did last year send out a cargo of.cotton; having a 
ship go(ng empty, and cotton being, v^ry Tow here, we filled her 
with cotton ; it was Surat cotton bought here. 

• 3370. It is presumed that that could not be clone but for 

the fact of the outer freightage being of very lAtle value?— 
Yes. . 

3371. Did that cotton pay ?—We have not heard of it yet; 
it was skipped in 1829. 

3372. On goods you send out there do you put tlie Com¬ 
pany’s mark ?—We do .not; we put one as near like it as we 
can make it, without its being the real mark of the Company. 

3373. Is it distinguishable from the Company’s mark?— 
Very ffhsily by any person accustomed to look at those things. 

3374. By the Chinese ?—With the Chinese it is found that 
it.does not answer; for the Chinese, as soon as they get^thc 
goods into their possession, strip off our mark and put on an 
exact (imitation of the Company’s mark. 

3375. Do you put on su£h a mark as you are directed to put 
on by your correspondent*?—^es. 

3376. Are the initials of the house of Perkins on the mark ?' 
—They ajre. 

3377. They are put instead of the initials of the Company ?— 

They are* ‘ 4 . 

3378. Do not you put the American flag instead of the Eng¬ 

lish flag ?—Yes; and put a globe instead of a crown, and leave 
o.ut some things entirely. * « 

3379. Do not the Chinese, to whom your goods are delivered, 
know that they are not the Company’s goods; do .they suppose 
themselves to be buying of the Company ?—Certainly not; they 
know very well who they are buying of, and«that tney are not 
Company’s goods. It is for jhe purpose of their currency in \* 5 hc 
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interior, I suppose, that they wish to have the marks conform as 
nearly as possible to those of the Company’s. 

3380. If the Chinese strip off your mark and put on the Com¬ 
pany’s mark before they send them into the interior, of what, 
importance is it to mark them like the Company’s ?—I do not 
think it of any importance, it is better to be done there. 
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3381. In the purchase of your woollen goods do you employ 
a gentleman of the name of Everett?—We have employed Mr. 
Everett; at^present we employ no one, we buy them ourselves. 

3382. Do you buy by contract ?—We have contracts with 
the manufacturers. 


. 3383. Do you make your contracts on ns good terms as the 
Company ?—I think better ; probably to the extent of six or 
seven per cent. 

3384. Do you think the quality of your goods is as g3od?— 
We endeavour to have them as good; perhaps in some instances 
they are not quite so good. The reason wh^ we can buy a 
little better is, that the Company has a very severe examination, 
which can be .better managed between individuals than with a ' r 
Company. 

o385. Do you mean by saying that it can be better managed, 
that you have a better means of compromise with the manufac¬ 
turer incase of any slight deviation from patterns ? — I should 
say, in 'many cases, a piece of cloth that at the Company’s 
warehouse would be thrown out as imperfect, a man would come 
to me and say, I will make you an allowance of so much on that 
piece of cloth, and by removing a stain, or setting in a piece, or 
the like, it would be accommodated ; whereas there is no jpossi- 
bilility, I believe, of his doing that with the Company ; at least 
they tell me so. 

3S86. Do you suppose that any considerable portion of what 
you send out is goods that have been rejected by the Company ? 
—I should think not. Perhaps sowpetimes we buy them> at a 
very great sacrifice when rejected by the Company. I believe 
the party with whom we contract for the chief part of our wool¬ 
lens would not offer a tender to the Company from the fear of 
loss, by having his goods rejected for trifling faults. 

3387. You think the -power of the Company arbitrarily to 
reject, prevents manufapturere»of character from tendering goods 
to them ?—I think that the system which is necessary in all 
large establishments, renders the chance greater that some will 
be rejected for trifling faults : and if the manufacturers find, in 
their contracts with the Company, that they lose on those re- j 
. jected goods, they will contract at considerably less with indivi¬ 
duals with whom they can accommodate the matter without a 
’loss. 


3388. D,o you consider that you buy with as good credit as 
the Company ?—Certainly *, we pay ready money. 
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S889. Do not you think that, by means of your correspon¬ 
dence with the persons interested in the trade, you have better 
means of accdmmodating your supply to the peculiar demands of 
the market ?—I should say that, in that respect, we have no ad¬ 
vantage over the Company; the officers of the Company are, I 
believe, industrious. In that respect, perhaps, individuals with 
less business may find more time to investigate, and may recom¬ 
mend' some articles which may succeed, which would not be 
thoughf of, or would not be noticed by a large body^. 

3390. Has your exportation of^manufactures been profitable? 
—I have no means of knowing, other than that 1 judge so by the 
increase. 

3391. Is it upon the increase?—It seems by the statement to 
be increasing. 

3392. Has not the American house for which you act had 

severaf partners who have made large fortunes in the trade ?— 
Those that are jjead all died very rich : those who have of Jate 
been partners in the house are also very wealthy. 4 

3393. Supposjpg the trade to China were opened to every 
body in this country, do not you consider that *It would be an 
injury to the American houses?—Eventually I should think it 
would; perhaps immediately, in the destruction of the business 
in which I have been engaged for them. Eventually, it would 
probabfy injure our direct trade to Canton ; it would probably 
raise the price of teas for a time at Canton. 

3594. Tn what* way do you think it would raise the price of 
teas?—The Americans would probably buy up all the teas, if 
they could get hold of .them: at least, there would be room for 
speculation. 

3395. Do not you apprehend there would be a great deal of 
overtrading for some time?—Undoubtedly there would be^ 

3396. And that the first year such a trade would.be attended 
wi ( th»great losses? —Generally that has been the case where a 
trade has been opened; bdt the distance to Canton is such, that 
it would perhaps be less tJianjn any other place, 

3397. Do not you think the ultimate result would be a con¬ 
siderable extension of the trade?—I have no doubt it would 
increase Very much, so far as the sale of British manufactures in 
China and the neighbourhood is concerned, 

3398. You have stated the value o£ your exports to have 
increased from £85,000 in 1827, to £147,000 in 1829; from the 
increased cheapness of Jthe # goods, has not the quantity of your 
’investment increased -more than in proportion to the increase of 
the value/—With reference to that increase in 1829, my im- . 
pressifln is, that there was a quantity of opium purchased in this 
market which might amount to £20,000, and that would have 
accounted for part of it; but tfith relation to British manufac¬ 
tures, l doubt whether there has been any considerably fall 
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between 1827 and 1829; probably the quantity has increased 
more than the amount. 

3399. Do you know of any goods sent from this country on 
account of Messrs. Perkins and Co. having been sold at a dis¬ 
count in Chinji ?—Never. 

3400. H^ve you heard of the Americans having lost by the 
export of manufactures from this country to China ?—Never. 

3401. Do not the Company deal upon contract with respect 

to their teas in China ?—Principally on contract. * 

3402. Do not you think thkt the dealers in teas w r ould be 
more likely to regulate their supplies of tea, so as to furnish a 
regular supply of good tea, jvhile depending upon a contract, 
than if they were to depend upon a fluctuating market ? — That 
is a point which 1 think remains to be proved. There is a 
difference of opinion with regard to that among those ^rho re¬ 
side on the spot.. Some Americans say, that they believe the 
Company keeps the price,o£tea up ; that they are confident the 
mode of dealing keeps the price of tea up ; others are of a diffe¬ 
rent opinion, and think that the supply migh£ fall off, or that 
the price might fluctuate, and be very much against foreigners 
if jlie Company were not there. 

3403. Do you know that the tea is sold here by the Company 

genuine as imported ?—It is. , 

3404. > Have you ever heard Americans express any alarm on 

the prospect of a free trade from this country to Canton ?— I 
have certainly heard them express some degree of alarm for 
their own China trade in case it should be opened; that they 
might eventually be obliged to come to*London for their teas, 
from the course which trade would take in consequence of that 
change. * , 

3405. Do you think, in case of a free trade between Canton 

and this country, that the trade would veryjnuch increase from 
England to Canton, and lessen front America to Canton 2—If 
the trade was thrown entirely open, a and teas treated as any 
other commodity, and allowed Jo Ije warehoused here and 
brought in foreign ships, my opinion is, that this'eountry would 
absorb the whole tea trade of Europe, and of course injure 
that of America. • # 

3406. Do not you think that the Americans, by some coun¬ 

teracting duties, would still keep the supply of tea to their own 
ports?—There is a small duty upon teas from other places than 
from China now, but it seems probable^ that the duties will go 
entirely off in America, that therfe will, be no occasion for. 
duties. • 

3407. Supposing that to be the case, might they not, in 

•order to secure their own navigation, make new laws for that 
purpose?—They ifiight, certainly. , 

3/08. You stated the different prices at which souchong was 

* 3 I! * 
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sold; are you aware that the price of souchong tea at the Com¬ 
pany’s sales in the years 1828 and 1829 was 2.v. 10a?. per pound, 
whilst in America at the same period it was only 11c?. and 12c?. 
per pound ?—I should say that the souchong that was sold in 
America was, in the first place, inferior to that of the Com¬ 
pany ; and in the next place, that the Company got a very^ 
brilliant profit on their importation. 

3409. It appears that there was the same difference o£ price 
in the [vice of boliea tea in the years 1828 and 182Q; the price 
at the Company’s sales was 1$. 6d t per pound, and in New York, 
in the same year, it was 8 d. and 9c?. per pound. Does any 
thing suggest itself to you upon that?—Nothing more than that 
it is a monopoly here, and it is free there.. However that great 
difference should not be set down to monopoly, because there 
is, no doubt, some difference in the quality. 

34 IOC In your estimation, is there that difference in the 
quality which yvould justify that difference in the prices ? € — 
Certainty not. 4 4 


3111 Was npt it a losing trade importing that tea into 
America at those prices?—Generally it has been a profitable 
trade ; those who have been engaged in it have made fortunes. 

3412 The question refers to the particular prices that have 
been mentioned, of 8c/. for bohea tea ?—My impression is, that 
the lowest price for bohea tea at Canton, in that year, was 
about twelve tales, that would be about 6c?. a pound. 

3413. You stated, float many houses in the China trade 
have failed in America; do you attribute those failures to losses 
upon their homeward cargoes ?—The failures are undoubtedly 
owing to their mode of transacting business. It appears that 
the parties who Ijave failed for such large sums who have been 
in the China trade, one in particular I happen to knqw all 
about, was a grocer and tea-dealer, and he had acquired about 
100,000 dollars in iSiat traf|e; and he thought he would become 
a ‘trader to China. He Embarked that sum, and perhaps 
100,000 more that he borrowed, and was very successful. On 
the return of .his ship he* happened to come to a good market, 
the cargo was sold with the duties added to it, and when he 
came into possession of all this money he thought he could never 
be ruined; that led him to project the running of a monthly 
packet to Canton, and in the course of carrying this plan into 
effect he was ruined, as might have been supposed. 

3414. Was it not the case, that the teas which lie had on 
hand at the time of liis* failure being sold in the market 
were sold at a loss/—Undoubtedly they were sold at a Very 
great Joss# 

3415. Would not that account for the low price referred to¬ 

rn the previous question?—That would atcount for the low 
price in part. It was in the year 1828 that this •gentlaman 
failed* * . . i * ! 

\ * 
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3416. Are you aware that the loss of the Canada trade, and Mar | 8TO 

the prohibitory duties laid on in Holland,' have also contributed -- 

very much to reduce the quantity which the Americans could Joshua Bales, 
sell?—Undoubtedly that would have some effect; but I think Es 9- 

it will be seen that the trade in America was pushed beyond- 
Ivhat it could bear. From £111,000, the amount in 1823-4, 
it was raised* to £125,000 in 1825-6, and then it fell off to 
£102,000 in the year 1827. In 1828-9 it was £80,000. No 
doubt this may be accounted for in part by the introduction 
of teas into Canada by the Company. 

3417. You stated there was considerable facility in conduct¬ 

ing business at Cnnton, can you give any instance of a ship 
having entered and, cleared out from that port in a very 
short space of time ?—I can mention several; but one which 
is within my recollection. There was a ship called the Howqua, 
which went from this country before I had the charge,,of the 
business of the Boston house : she sailed from here; arrived at 
Canton with a cargo of B. itrsh goods ; a cargo of teas of 5,000 
quarter chests was purchased there, shipped on board her, and 
she sailed aggin after remaining there eleven days. , 

3418. What was the size of that ship?—380 or 400 tons. 

3419. Do you know any port where that business could have 
been conducted in a shorter space of time ?—Possibly at Li¬ 
verpool they might have done it a little quicker; but I should 
doubt whether it could be done even there. 

3420. Could they in London ? — Certainly not in London. 

3421. Do you know any port on the continent where similar 

dispatch could have been used ?—I am*not aware of any other 
port in the lvorld where it could be done with much greater 
rapidity. . 

3422. Arc you acquainted with any individual merchant at 
Canton who transacts the greater part of the business there ?—I 
know Mr. Cushing and Mr. Sturges^ Mr. Cfishing is j the largest. 

3423. What proportion do you conceive his business borfe to 
the whole amount of the American transactions ?—I see the 
'Company’s exports are put down°for the year 1826-7, including 
the factory expenses and every thing, at 9,000,000 of dollars : I 
should suppose that the house ^of Pferkins and Company might 
have shipped during the past jear 2,000,000 of dollars. 

3424. Do you conceive the Chinese to be an anti-cdmmercial 
people ?—I should say not, they seem to be very fond of trade ; 
there is no unwillingness to deal with foreigners. 

3425. Were not Spanish dollars* formerly the article chiefly 
shipped at Canton ?—From this country I believe they were, and 
from the United States. 

3426. When did the export of British manufactures on Ame¬ 
rican account cdrnmencc?—I' think about the year 1819 or 
18i0. 
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3427. Have you ever made any calculation as to the cost to 

the British public of the teas now brought by the Company, and 
sold here, over and above that which they would pay if bought 
on private accuunt ?—I should say the teas cost the country 
about a million and a half more than they would if bought on pri¬ 
vate account. ' * 

3428. Do you mean to say that the India Codipany derive 
a profit of a million and a half beyond what you consider would 
be a fair mercantile profit ?—Beyond a fair c mercantile profit. 

3429. What would you consider to be a fair mercantile profit 
upon an article like tea, considering the distance it has to be 
brought, and the length of time that a person must lie out of his 
capital ?—I should suppose 25 per cent, .would be a fair mer-. 
can tile profit on the Canton cost on the finer teas ; perhaps the 
very coarse teas would bear rather more. 

343Q» Do you mean including freight and insurance ?—After 
paying freight and insurance. m 

3431. * Is that without taking into* calculation any profit upon 
the outward cargo ?—Without that. I mean to say that on teas 
brought here, or*brought to any market on the Continent. 25 
per cent, would be a remunerating profit. 

3432. What should you consider the fair profit, as profit upon 

the use of the capital employed on such a trade?—Very small. 
It is a v#ry regular certain trade, and I should suppose r that five 
per cent, beyond simple interest of the money would be a fair 
profit. • ' * 

3433. In calculating this million and a half which you sup¬ 
pose the India Company r to make beyond what you would con¬ 
sider a fair profit, do you take into consideration the expensive 
mode in which they conduct their operations, or do you mean to 
say only that the tea costs the consumer a million and a half 
irfore than it ought to do, and yet afford a mercantile return to 
the free trader?—I Cannot enter into the question as* to the ex- 
pense^by their mode of get0ig teas here; I only know what, in 
the course of the operations with which I am acquainted, the tea 
would cost me |o deliver hbre.* I think I could venture to con-, 
tract to deliver it for one-third less than the Company’s sale 
prices in London. 

3434. Then your statement would not be disproved, if the 
East-India Company were to shotv that .they did not, in fact, 
make a million and a half profit ?—I should* think if that it is 
so, it must be from some management different from what we 
are accustomed to. • 

3435. When you mentioned the sale price, did you mean 
the price at«the Company’s public sales ?—Yes. 

3436. Is your calculation made with reference to the teas - 

sold in other countries, or with reference to tke teas sold here ? 
—With reference to the nrofiton the oneration. * « 
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34317. You have said that the freight in a British ship would 
be higher than an American ship; do you know what the 
amount of freight is now between London and Calcutta in a 
British ship ?—It is very low on some articles; £1,1 believe, on 
heavy goods. But they cannot afford to carry goods at that • 
price; it is the? passengers that pay them, or some other com¬ 
pensation which they get. 

3438. On the average of the last two or three years, do you 
know what jjas been Jhe freight on ships from London |o Cal¬ 
cutta?—I should think during the whole of the last year 
the freight out of heavy goods, such as iron and copper, 
has not been above 30.y. and the homeward freight has 
generally been £4 on similar goods, making altogether £5.10s. 

3439. Would not the freight from London to Calcutta be the 
same as the freight from London to Canton ?—Certainly not. 
From London to Calcutta there are always a great many passen¬ 
gers, which pay very well. 

*3440. Independently oTf the question of passengers,* is not 
there as much risk attending the voyage from London’to Cal¬ 
cutta as the voyage from London to Canton?—Quite as much. 

3441* Have you been acquainted with the freight from this 
country to India ?—We have shipped pretty largely some years 
to Batavia, and we have also an acquaintance with the trade of 
Bengal. * 

3442. You have stated that the tea brought from Canton to 
England is better in quality than the ten taken from'Canton to 
America, or to the continent of Europe?—I sty that it is so 
generally; there is as good tea goes to .America, but generally 
it is not so good. 

3443. Are you not aware that the great bqjk of tea brought 
by t^e Company to England is tea of an inferior description?— 
It is what would be termed an inferior sort of tea. 

3444. Would not you term congo*an inferior sort 6f tea/—It 

is generally understood to be so. * * 

3445. Do you know the propeytiotj that congo tea bears to 

flic other sorts of tea imported upon the Company’s account 
from Canton ?—In 1826-7 the Company exported of Bohea 
tea, 54,000 peculs ; of congo toa, 171,000 peculs ; of souchong, 
2,000; of sunchi, 1,000; of,pecco, 500; tonkay, 5,400; of 
skin, 2,000; of superior tonkay, 2,000. • 

3446. Are the inferior descriptions of tea in as much demand 

in the United States and on the continent of Europe as they are 
in England?—I doubt if that denomination of tea is much used 
in the United States; they confine themselves more to young 
hyson ; the gseat consumption is green tea. * • 

* 3447. Do you know how that is on the continent of Europe ? 

—Supposing the Cargoes sent to Europe arc assorted to meet 
the /demands there; 1 find, out of the 35,000, 1,500 bohea and 

i * / • ' • 
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15 Mar. 1830. 10,000 of Congo ; 4,600 campoy, 4,000 souchong, 2,000 pecco, 

0 - 3,000 hyson, 2,000 skin, 3,400 tonka3', 2,300 young hyson, 500 

imperial, and 500 gunpowder. 

3448. Were you rightly understood to state that it is a pre- 
' valent opinion that* the Company have an advantage in their pur¬ 
chase of tea, inasmuch as they contract for it ?—I have state'd 
that the Company have no advantage in purchases of tea over 
other individuals, than what they derive from the magnitude of 
their operations, which any other commerqial house, woulct enjoy 
if moving a like amount of business. 

3449. You have expressed an opinion, that in the event of 
the China trade being thrown open, it would probably centre in 
this country; would that arise from cheaper purchases of tea, 
or from cheaper supplies in this country, or from cheaper ship¬ 
ping being engaged, or from what other cause ?—There would be 
a great export of manufactures to those regions, and of course 
something would be wanted for returns. They would bring 
back teas, and 'every description of produce they could find'in 
those countries; and not only would bring back such, but per- 

" haps increase them by the very act of carrying manufactures, as 
many of the inhabitants of those countries, who have hitherto 
not laboured at all, seeing such beautiful things brought *out 
from this country, would be desirous of possessing them, and 
proceed- to labour to get something to buy them with ; and this 
course of trade would bring, perhaps, more tea hero than is 
wanted; and the price being reduced, it would either be bought 
for smuggling into the Continent, or for exporting to those 
places to whidh it could go legally. 

3450. Do you consider the trade in China susceptible of any 
great increased stimulus ?—I see nothing to prevent it increasing 
verj' much. < 

- 3451. Are you aware that the Company has already *Inade 
efforts for t that end?—That is very possible; but*I think the 
Company is viewed with some degree of jealousy. Their ships 
have a sort of warlike character that subjects them to some de¬ 
gree of jealousy. I think, individuals would be more likely to 
discover a mode of extending the trade. 

3452. What are the reasons upon which you form that opi¬ 
nion ?—It is formed from the experience of the course of trade 
in other f places. I remember that in 1818 and 1819 the first 
shipments of British manufacture took place to Java and Ma¬ 
nilla to any extent, and now those places have become very ex¬ 
tensive markets. 

* 3453. The question alluded to the circumstance of the armed 
ships of Company being viewed with some degree of jea¬ 
lousy ? —I have always understood that the Chinese are a timid 
people; and in the case of Siam, I believe the Company sent 
an armed embassy tkere, and it failed, while Tjaptain Coffin suc¬ 
ceeded in trading very well^ 
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3454* Do the American ships carry any guns?—They carry 15 Mar. 1630. 
a few small guns. - 

3455. What do they carry them for ?—To beat off pirates in Joshu ^° ieSt 
case they should meet them. 


•3456. When was the embassy from the Company to Cochin 
China, was itjaeforc Captain Coffin went there or after ?j—I t 
was after he had made one voyage there. 


3457* Do you suppose it failed because it was accompanied 
with an armed force ?-*-No doubt of it. * 


3458. Do you think any such jealousy exists at Canton with 
respect to the Company’s ships coming armed ?—I should think 
they always felt some degree of fear, being defenceless there. 

3459. Do you think there would be less difficulty in indivi¬ 
duals going with ships not armed than takes place now ?—I 
should think there would; I think they would prefer tg deal 
with private trader^. 

'SldO. Have you known hn^ difficulty that the ^Company have 
been under in carrying on their trade in consequence of having 
armed ships ?-*I do not know that they have been under any • 
absolute difficulty ; but there is a feeling of fear and jealousy I 
hav? altFays heard expressed. I remember the trade being 
stopped at one time by the inability of the Chinese to distin¬ 
guish the Company’s ships from frigates. The frigate IJolIis, T 
think during the late war, was chasing an American ship off the 
mouth of the river ; the American escaped and^he pursued her, 
by her boats, and captured her in the river. There was a stop¬ 
page then, I believe, of the trade, owing to thtf Chinese not 
being able to distinguish between a King’s ship and a Com¬ 
pany’s ship. 

3461. Have you ever heard from any of your correspondents 
what %as likely to be the result in case of the trade being 
opened at Sincapore, whether it was likely* to become an em¬ 
porium for the sale of tea?— I have raver heard any thing from 
my correspondents about it. 

. 3462. Have you not heard that the Americans were likely 
to carry on a trade there, supposing they had not been pro¬ 
hibited by the Company ?—I do not think the Americans would, 
because they have free access t</ Canton. 

3463. Do you see any ad^antange that would be likely to 
arise upon the trade to Sincapore, u hich does not exist at Can¬ 
ton, with respect to any difference in the duties upon the export 
of teas by Chinese ships as compajedwrith foreign ships?—It 
is probable there may be some little difference, although I can- * 
not state what it is; but I should think lhat a trade in that 
.way, which would be carried on in Chinese junks, would be 
very irregular, andgiot to be depended on much. 

3^64. Ohn you state the amount of the trade carried on 

’ > * t * * 
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between the north-west of America and Canton ?—I should 
suppose it might be to the extent of half a million of dollars; it 
is falling off, I believe, now. 

'3465. Can you furnish the Committee with a statement of 
the prices paid by the Americans for tea at Canton ?—I cen 
state the prices paid at any given time; hare ape the prices- 
current with the last season. 

3466. Will you have the goodness to state them*?—The 
current prices were as follows: bohea, 10‘to 12 talOs per pecul; 
congou, 14 to 20 tales per pecul; campoy, 14 to 20 tales per 
pecul; souchong, 14 to 25 tales per pecul; pecco, none ; hyson 
skin, 9 to 18 tales per pecul; tonkay and singlo, 15 to 20 tales 
per pecul; young hyson, 20 to 35 tales per pocul; hyson, 30 to 
45 tales per pecul; imperial, 40 to 50 tales? per pecul; gun¬ 
powder, 40 to 52 tales per pecul. 

34d7. In estimating the profits of the Company, beyond the 
profit which a private merchant wnujd require, to amount a 
million and a half, have you referred to the tables laid before 
Parliament statjng the prime cost at Canton and the amount 
of the sale prices?—I have referred to those. ' 

3468, Have you seen any advices with respect to ?hc rales 
of bills at Canton, which would lead you to imagine that the 
American commercial transactions have remained undisturbed 
after the movements which are supposed to have lately taken 
place at that port ?—I have no doubt that the American trade 
goes on, from extracts, from the China papers, which mention 
transactions ki different kinds of goods, which could not take 
place if the trade were, not going on. 

3469. Do you think that the free traders in Canton do not 
derive protectiQn ‘and benefit from the existence of the Com¬ 
pany’s Factory keeping the Chinese authorities in awe ?**— The 
trade may be more steady in consequence of the regularity with 
which the Company movq, but I should not think it gave them 
arty additional security inf their operations. 

ft ft* 


* Martis 16° die Martii 1830. 

* Mr. JOHN DEANS called in*and examined. 

3470. In what part of the East-Indies have you resided?— 
In the Eastern Archipqlago. 

3471. For how many years have you resided there?—»I re¬ 
sided theje constantly for upwards of twenty years. 

3472. Where was your residence during that period ?—I 
resided for three years in Prince of Wales’Jisland, and the rest 
in Java: for two years I was travelling about the Archipelago 
—the first two years of rm being in the East. 
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3473. Will you be so good as to state the period at which if> Mar. 1830. 
you-went to the East, and at which you left it?—I arrived in 

the East in 180G ; I left Java in the beginning of 1828: during Mr ' J ■ Deftm ' 
that time I was a little more than two years in Europe. 

3474. In whgt capacity were you residing in the East?— 

Generally as a merchant; for the greater part of that time as 
a merchant and agent. 

3475. Had you any opportunities, during your residence in the 
East, to acquire any knowledge of the Chinese population, and 
did you come in contact with jliat population ?—My principal 
intercourse was with Chinese settlers in the Archipelago; I 
carried on extensive commercial transactions with them. 

• 347G. Did those commercial transactions give you any op¬ 
portunities of km wing and studying their character?—I had 
considerable opportunities, i 

3477. Are the. Chinese settlers numerous in the Indian 
Archipelago ?—They are computed at about 20)000 in IJatavia 
and its environs, and perhaps twice the number throughout Java 
and throughout the Archipelago: they are yery numerous, 
but I have not\he means of stating their exact number. 

3478i**What are their chief pursuits at Batavia ?—They are 
traders, they are mechanics, and they are sometimes cultivators; 
that is to say, in Java, superintending cultivators; they gre far¬ 
mers of land, and owners of it in some parts. 

3479. What is their character as traders, speaking generally ? 

—They are keen, enterprizing traders, extremely expert in their 
dealings, and understand the nature of the trade (5f those coun¬ 
tries in which they are settled perhaps better than any other 
people. 

3480. Have they information that enables them to carry on 
their -eommercial transactions with advantage ?—They seem to 
have very accurate information, and receive *t very quickly too. 

3481. Can you state any instance*^f their mode of acqufring 
information, and the quickness with which they receive it ?— 

Ij, is a well-known fact in Java, that they receive commercial 
information throughout the distant parts of Java much earlier 
than European merchants do who communicate through the 
regular government post. • 

3482. Are there amqngst thfcm persons of wealth acquired in 
commerce ?—There are of considerable wealth. 

3483. What is their character as merchants, with reference 
to the punctuality of their dealings rpid*the mode of transacting 
business ?—Those who have obtained a high reputation are ex- 

* tremely tenacious of it, and they are very‘punctual in all their 
.dealings. 

3484. Do they appear to possess more or less of the charac¬ 
teristics which are requisite for the business*of a merchant than 
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the natives of other oriental countries ?—I do not think they are 
exceeded by the natives of any country as a commercial people. 

3485. Do you include European countries ?—I do. 

3486. Is it difficult to transact business with them ?—Not the 
least; I have never had any difficulty with the^Chinese. 

3487. Have you, in point of fact, transacted >:mueh business 
with them ?—I have, very extensive business. 

34§8. Will you state'what that business was?—I imported 
largely British manufactures to Java, and theme dium of commu¬ 
nication with the natives was "generally through the Chinese, 
who purchased from me in whole cases or bales, and retailed to 
natives, giving me their simple notes of hand for payment, and 
being always punctual in meeting those demands. 

3489. You have stated that there are about 20,000 Chinese 
residing in Batavia; are they dispersed among the other inha¬ 
bitants, or do they form a class residing separately ?—In Bata¬ 
via, as in all oiher large towns throughout the Archipelago, they 
reside in what is called the China Camp, which is a part of the 
town appropriated to themselves, and there tljey retain their 
own usages and customs ; even the architecture of the town is 
the same as in China, and the very mode of arranging tin? house¬ 
hold is the same. 

3490. Is any proportion of the population of a permanent 
character, or is it altogether a migratory one ?—They are gene¬ 
rally of a permanent ^character, but there are some that return 
to China occasionally. 

3491. Are those thq most wealthy that return, or do the more 
wealthy fix there ?—They are generally wealthy people that 
return. 

3492. Is there shown amongst them, with respect to their 
own consumption, any indisposition to articles of European pro¬ 
duce ?—Not the lfcast indisposition to articles of European pro¬ 
duce, but rather a growing taste for them of late. 

3493. Are you aware,of the existence of any customs or pre¬ 

judices which indispose them to the use or consumption of arti¬ 
cles of European produce or manufacture ?—I am not aware of 
any. * » 

3494. What articles of European produce seem to be matters 
of desire to the Chinese inhabitants of Batavia ?—As household 
Furniture, they are very partial to our glass-ware of all descrip¬ 
tions, to our mirrors, and other articles of ornament, and the 
consumption of them *has greatly increased since the traders 
have conformed to .their partialities as to shapes and patterns. 

3495. *With respect to dress, what is their practice ?—The 
orm of a Chinaman’s dress is always the same wherever he is*, 
nit the articles of which it is now composed throughout Java 
generally consist of European manufactures. TheVe are some 

• ’ ‘ \ ' i ' 
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few suited to the climate, and which have not been imitated 
by is, still Chinese. 

3496. What articles of European manufacture are used in the 
dress of the Chinese inhabitants in Java ?—Woollens and cotton 
cloths; the latter very extensively. 

3497. Hav* you any reason to form an opinion whether'the 

taste for European manufactures which exists amongst the Chi¬ 
nese inhabitants of Java is peculiar to them, or whether it extends 
also to the ifihabitanfls of the empire itself?—I cannot Exactly 
state this. The settlers are Chinese ; their habits and manners 
are the same in the Archipelago as in their native country, I 
believe, and they readily adopt our manufactures in preference 
t<5 their own, when those are cheaper and better. When I first 
went to Java, in 1811, they were almost exclusively clothed in 
Chinese manufactures, and I witnessed a revolution there which 
almost clothed them in European manufactures, during tHfe time 
I vps there. # , , 

3498. In what interval of time was that change effected?—I 
commenced as a merchant and agent in 1813*: at that tim§ I 
do not think life consumption of British manufactures exceeded 
300jcai«f throughout the whole of Java ; in 1826, the last year 
of which I have any precise account, the importation of cottons 
exceeded 6,000 cases in Java. 

0 

3499. San you state what the value of those 6,000 cases 
might be in the market of Batavia?—I think thpy may be taken 
upon an average at about £50 a case. 

3500. Did the consumption of woollens and o(?ier European 
articles increase in somewhat an analogous proportion ?—Per¬ 
haps not so extensively; they did increase very considerably, 
and I myself at one time imported very extensively. 

35(71. During your stay at Batavia, have you known many 
new Chinese settlers fix themselves at the Ghina Carpp?—The 
junks generally import, I think, fro!^ 800 to about 1,500, pr 
sometimes more, annually, settlers from China. 

. 3502. Among those new settler# is (here any difficulty in pro¬ 
moting a consumption of European manufactures?—They 
generally arrive very poor, but as soon as they obtain the means 
of purchasing, they do not long delay availing themselves of it. 

3503. You have stated that’many of these persons that ac¬ 
quired wealth in Java returned with their wealth to China, were 
those persons who so returned persons who were consumers of 
British goods and manufactures?—Tjiey were. 

S5t)4. Have they, on returning to China, t been dispersed over 
different parts pf the country, or have they been confined to one 
particular province?—They have generally gone back to the 
province to which they belonged. 

3505. Db the emigrants to Batavia belong to one particular 
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16 Mar. 1H30. province, or do they come from different parts of the empire? 

- —They came from different parts of the empire, particularly r the 

Mr. J. Deans. tw0 provinces of Canton and Fokien. 

3506. Are you -aware what numbers annually return from 

Java to China? —No, I am not aware; they are very few indeed 
compared with those who come to Java. e 

3507. Have the Chinese inhabitants of Batavia any particular 
prejudices with regard to their diet and the consumption of their 
food?—Not the least. I have dined with the Chinese merchants 
at as good a dinner as I could ha/e got any where in India, and 
I have seen recently a growing taste among them for hams, both 
the York and Westphalia, for fish, such as mackarel and 
herrings, for salt butter, and for wine and beer, and particularly 
Geneva. 

350§. You have stated that the Chinese at Batavia are pur¬ 
chasers of European produce for their own consumption, and 
also that they' purchase for sale • to*, others; is that as rtL| # *iil 
traders ? — Yes; as retail traders, they are generally the medium 
. of jpommunicaticun between the Europeans and the natives of the 
Archipelago. 0 

3509. Is that trade carried on by them for cash, orS»y bills? 
—Occasionally both. They frequently sell for cash; and very 
often they barter for produce, which they sell again to European 
merchants. 

3510. In what description of vessels is the trade carried on 

between Batavia and China?—There is a trade in junks; and 
there is also a'trade in vessels of different nations, particularly 
Americans. 4 

3511. Confining yourself to the junks, will you state what 

description of vessels, and of what size ?—In consequence of the 
vexatious forms in the customs of Batavia the trade in junJis fell 
off; and I think in«1825 there were only four junkp, the trade 
bejng confined to Batavia." amounting to 440 lasts or 880 tons. 
Since that there has been a modification of the custom-house 
regulations; the forms hfive Jieen rendered more easy to them, 
and the eastern ports of Java have been opened, and now title 
trade is considerably increased. I think the last that I heard of 
the junks* was, that seven or eight had arrived in Java; certainly 
that number, if not more. t 

3512. ' Of wliat tonnage are those jurJks chiefly?—Their ton¬ 
nage varies; 1 do not think that any of them exceed 400 tons, 
as far as I could judge ^r learn from the Chinese themselves. 

- 3513. What is the general average?—The general average 

may be about 300 tons. 

351?*. Can you state what has been the amount of the ex¬ 
ports from Java to China ?—The exports fjrom Java to C hind 
in 1825, which ,wat> one of the' worst years of the trqde, but the 
only year l have an accurate account of, exceeded about 

« a 1 
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2,700,000 guilders, or £225,000; that was the year in which the 16 Mar. 1830. 
porf of Batavia only was opened. 

3515. Of what produce did that consist?—There was about 
£54,000 in specie, £40,000 worth of birds-nests, £4,250' of 
Netherlands wopllens, and the remainder consisted of a variety 
of articles, such as pepper, betel-nut, rattans, tripang, Sec. ■ 


3516. What is tripang?—It is a sea-slug that is fished in the 
Eastern Archipelago. It was formerly only found in the Eastern 
Archipelagof principally about the Gulph of Carpentaria; the 
amount of it was about 14,000#peculs, which was sent to China, 
value about £120,000. It has been lately found to abound on 
the coast of Ce \ Ion and in the Mauritius, and is likely to become 
an important article in the tra*de with China. 


3517. Was there any opium forming part of that trade?— 
There was; but not to any considerable extent, and principally 
Turkey opium. • 

l&»18. What were the imports at that time in\o Batavia from 
China?—They amounted to about £75,000. The imports were 
principally by B the junks; the exports were bycdl vessels. . • 

3519. Of what did the imports consist?—A variety of articles 
suit&dTo the Chinese settlers, of which about 7,800 was in 
teas. 

3520. Can you state the number of square-rigged* vessels 
which sailed from Batavia, or touched there in their way to 
China in that same year?—In 1825, Ihe namber -of square- 
rigged vessels which touched at Batavia in their # way to China 
was sixteen. 

3521. From what countries?—Three were Dutch, four 
English, one Portuguese, and eight Americans. 

3522. Have you had occasion to consider how far the Eastern 

Arclupelago might become a channel through which teas could 
be sent to Europe ?—I have. * * • 

3523. On what occasion, and under what circumstances, \lid 
you turn your attention to that subject ?—In the beginning of 
1822, when there, was a talk of*the stoppage «f the trade, I 
thought it adviseable to consult the agents of the junks as to the 
practicability of their bringing teas suited to the .European 
market to Batavia; they assured me, that if any interruption 
of the European trade occurred, they thought they could bring a 
very considerable quantity next year. 

3524. Was this communication with persons upon whose truth 

and,, fidelity you had reason to reiy ?—They were the super¬ 
cargoes and agents of junks; men who qonduct the whole or 
the trade in ^re junks. » , 

• 3525. Were they persons with whom you had other commer¬ 

cial transactions tlfat enabled you to rely.uppn the statements 
they madfe ?—Yes ; and the comrqunication tvas made to them 
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dealings. * 0 


Mr. J. Deans. 


S526. Did the communications so far impress themselves 
upon your mind, .as that if the event had occurred of the 
stoppage of the direct China trade, you would have given orders-, 
and relied on the execution of those orders for supplies of 
tea in the way suggested ?—I did not entertain the least doubt 
that the Chinese with whom I proposed the arrangement would 
have brought all the teas they could haw procured, on their 
return from China the next season, and that they would have 
brought me particular accounts how far they could have conti¬ 
nued that trade, which they seemed to be pretty confident they 
could do to a considerable extent. *' 


3527. Should you apprehend that a trade so carried on would 
have exposed merchants like your^lf engaging in it to any fraud 
in the quality of the goods supplied ?—I had some apprehension 
of that,, and I mentioned it to those Chinese ; but they assort'd 
me I need be under no apprehension, for that they dealt with 
.respectable men*,who always attached their chop or name to 
the packages, and that they had never been deceived. They 
reminded me of a circumstance that was perfectly \verW:n«wn 
to myself, which was of the tobacco of the Cadoo, which is a 
province in the centre of Java, which passes throughout the 
whole of the Archipelago, bearing the name of the cultivator, 
and according to his reputation it bears a price without even 
being examined. ' I had dealt largely in this article, and I knew 
that this was tlj,e case ; and of course I could only assent to that 
observation. 


3528. Are the Committee to understand that there is a class 
of cultivators in Jqvh, being Chinese, who deal in tobacco in the 
way you have described ?—They are Chinese cultivators, 
whose names are a guarantee for the quality of the tobacco 
they sell. ■ f 

35^9, During your residence at Batavia, have you had any evi¬ 
dence of disadvantages to yhicjti British ships have been subject, 
in consequence* of their exclusion from the ports of China ? - T 
have had masfy. I have often myself, in shipping goods ttf 
China, been obliged either to ge£ freight on foreign vessels, or 
to hire Dutch colonial vessels to proceed to the Straits of Sunda 
to meet the Company’s ships, for the purpose of cither disposing 
of the produce I had for the China market, or of sending it on 
freight to China. 


< 3530. Have you known' any arrivals at Batavia from New 
South Wales in quest of freight ?—Many; there are generally 
every year a considerable number of ships come from New South 
Wales in quest of freight. 

3531. Has the'state of the law put you under the necessity 
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of'shipping consignments of produce in foreign vessels ?—I have 16 Mar. 1830. 
shipped in foreign vessels for China, because 1 could not avail 
myself of the unemployed British tonnage which was lying in 
the harbour to proceed to China, and which would gladly have 
done so. 

' 3532. What* produce have you shipped to China ?—I .have 
shipped tin In large quantities, and spices, and various other 
articles. 

353$. H^veyou known other British merchants compelled to 
have recourse to the same arrangement ?—All my countrymen 
in Batavia settled as merchants were occasionally reduced to 
the same predicament, and I know that throughout the Archi¬ 
pelago it is the same., » 

3534. Do you recollect the circumstances of the scarcity 
which occurred in the year 1^24?—I do. 

3535. Were thpre any opportunities at that time afforJed that 
wgjjld have admitted of the profitable employment of British 
shipping ?—I perfectly recollect that when the news* of the 
scarcity in China first avrived in Batavia, and of the'edict ad¬ 
mitting vessel* with cargoes of grain free of poYt charges, tllere* 
were some English ships in the roads, and some expected, that 
would nave been despatched with rice to China, but of course 
they could not be availed of in consequence of their not being 

allowed to go to China. • 

» 

3536. Do foreign ships call at Batavia on their way to China ? 

—They do, particularly Americans, and avail* themselves of all 
the chances of markets in their way. * 

3537. In what respect do they avail themselves of the chances 

of markets?—They get recent accounts from China of the 
state of the markets, and they there either dispose of their out- 
ward,investments, or lay in such products of the Archipelago as 
are suited tjp the China market. % 

3538. From your intercourse during so many years with the 

Chinese, can you state to the Coimnittee, whether they are 
indifferent to foreign trade or ^ttaqli any importance to its 
Advantages?—The Chinese of the Archipelago, who I be¬ 
lieve do not differ from the Chinese in their native* country, are 
very sensible of the importance of commerce, and*are, as I 
have already observed, the keenest speculators perhaps in the 
country. " • * 

3539. Are you aware whether the foreign commerce of China 
becomes a source of revenue to the Chinese government, and 
a matter of interest to the Chinese* authorities ?—The foreign 
commerce of China is very extensive; it. exceeds, I believe, 
considerably £12,000,000 sterling, and of course, afthowgh not 

• altogether a legal commerce, still from the greater part of it 
being so, the Chiifese government derive £v revenue, and a very 
considerable one as I understand, fyom it. 
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- imports into China are considered by the Chinese people ,< or 

Mr. J. Deans. w j ie th er they-could easily be dispensed with by them ?—I know 
that the imports to China are of far more importance to that em¬ 
pire than perhaps the tea is to this country, great as it is consi¬ 
dered, inasmuch as the opium, which is now a 'Very extensive- 
article of import into China, is generally used thero; and when 
once a person has been accustomed to the use of it, it cannot 
easily be dispensed with without danger to his health, and per¬ 
haps his life. 6 “ 

3541. Do you state that from *your experience of the habits 

and customs of the Chinese people at Batavia and in the 
Archipelago?—I do. I had a great deal to do in the opium 
trade at Java, and of course saw a great (leal of the use it was 
put to; and from my own observation of its effects, lean state, 
that th^se who have been long in tne habit of using it could not 
have dispensed with the use of without serious injury to their 
health.. * - * 

3542. Are you aware whether the use of opium is increasing ? 
"—It has increased very rapidly indeed in Chjna. I saw a 

statement of the imports into China down to the beginning of 
1829, which stated it to amount to nearly two ramfc/n#- of 
pounds weight, considerably exceeding two millions and a half 
sterlingjn value. 

3543. Are the other articles imported into China articles of 
which the inhabitants could not be deprived without a considera¬ 
ble degree of inconvenience?—We may very easily judge of 
some of them. 4 * We ourselves could not well dispense with the 
spices, which are used in China as generally as in any other 
country. Some of them are articles of luxury, such as birds'- 
nests, which are* imported to a very considerable amount in 
China; also tripang, and sinews of different animals, afe of 
course not perhaps indispensable, but as much so a£ the tea is 
to u| from habit, among the grandees of the country; and 
again, the betel-nut, whirfh is used very extensively in China, 
is also an article indispensably to the lower orders in particular. 

3544. From* your experience of Java, and your knowledge of 

the increased consumption that took place in that island by the 
opening bf the trade, what do you consider would be the effect 
of opening the trade to China itself, so far as relates to the 
consumption of European produce and manufactures ?—The 
enterprize of British subjects in Java was very much aided 
indeed by the activity of the Chinese in conforming our manu¬ 
factures to the tastes .anti habits of the people, and from the 
very rapid extension of the use of those manufactures almost 
entirely superseding the native manufactures. ^ have not the 
least doubt but the same change would take place in China,. 
making allowa*sfes, f of course, for the difficulties that are 
attendant upon having only t one legal port. « 



SELECT COMMITTEE of the HOUSE OF COMMONS. 379 

3545. At the time of the occupation of Java in 1811, in what Mar. ia;io. 
Manufactured articles were the inhabitants,' Chinese and 

natives, clothed?—The natives were clothed i$ manufactures r ' J ' Mtt *' 
of their own partly, and partly in the manufactures of British . 

( India; the Chinese principally in Chinese fnaaufactures. 

3546. Hpw long did this state of things continue ?—It began 
to change at the opening of the trade in 1814; and in 1828, 
wher^I left Java, the natives were almost exclusively clothed 
in British pianufactares, and the Chinese very generally. Still, 
of course, they used some # Chinese manufactures, which we 
have not yet been able to imitate successfully. 

3547. Are there any particular European manufactures which 
■ were prepared and adapted for Chinese consumption ?—I myself 

took great pains in ascertaining the tastes, not only of the na¬ 
tives of Java, but of the (Jhinese, and was very greatly aided 
by the Chinese jn obtaining the necessary patterns add forms, 

f diich I brought home to this country, and carried out a very 
xtensive consignment 'conformable to those patterns ; which 
plan was followed afterwards by the other Britishmierchants, “ 
and succeeded most eminently. * • * 

Of what description were those articles ?•—-With re¬ 
gard to broadcloths, the particular object was to get colours 
suited to the people. They were principally cottons; woollens 
to some extent, but the cottons were the greatest quantity. 

3549. How did the British imitation stand in quality and 
price, as compared with the articles which you imitated?—The 
best proof of how they stood in quality and price, as compared 
with the articles imitated, was the alpiost entire suppression of 
the native manufactures. 

3550. Are the Committee to understand that there was a 
substitution of British manufactures for the native manufactures 
at that place ?—There was. 

3551. In 1826, had the British ^manufactures so Tar displaced 
the Oriental manufactures as to gi*e a sufficient supply of Cloth¬ 
ing to the people ?—Most unquestionably the people, as I have 
• already stated, are now almost entirely clothed in British manu¬ 
factures. But not only were the native fabrics‘of Java almost 
entirely superseded, but all tjie finer fabrics of Bengal were at 
last unsaleable in the market^of Java, and the trade with British 
India reduced to a comparative trifle as regarded manufactures. , 

3552. What is the amount of the population of Java, in 
which this increased consumption of British manufacture took 
plpce by the influence of free trade ?—It is computed at aboyt 
5,000,000. 

3553 . What is your idea of the population of thh empire of * 

* China ?—From the statement I have seen, the population of 
the Chinese empifeis computed somewhere b^dfeen 140,000,000 
and 150*000,000. 

• v * • • 3 d 

'fc * 



. 380 


lfi M*r. 18:>0. 
Mr. J. Deans. 


EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS : 

3551. Do you consider that there are other articles besides 
those which are at present imported into China, which miglit, 
under the operation of a free trade, find a profitable sale there? 
—Judging from what- has taken place in Java, where the Chinese 
do not differ from those in their native country, I should conceive s 
there are many articles of sale which might be extended. 

3555. Can you state to the Committee any instance of the 

discovery of a new article, or the extension of production of an 
old one, that has added to the value of the ilnports into China ? 
—I can state one, perhaps not of great importance, but it would 
show that there are many others with respect to which the same 
thing might be done. The large glasses or rummers, which are 
used in their houses for burning a light before their gods, oppo¬ 
site their front door. I noticed them on one occasion as being 
made of imperfect China-glass: I tasked the Chinese if they 
would h8ve any objection to British manufacture, if the same 
patterns were preserved, and they gave me patterns of them 
which I brought home and had manufactured at Birmingham. 1 
took them Out, and had them sold for a considerable price, and 
tfiey bave since continued to be supplied from diffesent places to 
a great extent. w ., _ r 

3556. You have stated the increased consumption of tripang, 
has that been an article of late introduction as an import from 
the Archipelago into China?—Not from the Archipelago; but 
it has been recently discovered to abound on the coasts of 
Ceylon and the Mauritius, and is likely to become an article of 
considerable trade. 

3557. Have you yourself dealt in the article?—I have, in the 
article prepared in the Archipelago; but a year or two before I 
came home 1 had. a* consignment from Ceylon, from a house 
thqre, for the purpose of ascertaining its value in the Cjiina 
market, to sell it in sljort for the China market. It was damaged 
on the % voyage ; but some of had escaped, and I hacf an oppor¬ 
tunity of ascertaining its quality and value, and I found that, in 
consequence of the imperfect way in which it was prepared at 
Ceylon, that i£« was inferior generally to the tripang of the * 
Archipelago, and classed with the lower qualities. 

3558. IS there a considerable demand for it in China?—Very 
extensive demand; the supply has never yet equalled the demand. 

3559. Are you aware what the total quantity imported into 
China in value has been in any one year ?—I have already stated 
it at about 14,000 peculs. I do not know the amount now, 
because I do not know th*e extent to which it is sent from 
Ceylon and Jhe Mauritius; the value of that is about £120,000. 

3560. *Is the article called tripang the same as bethe-de-mer ? 

—It is. • % 

3561. Supposuqg tfiat any political or commercial transactions 
should lead to a prohibition "of the,direct intercourse ^between 
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the European powers and the empire of China itself, do you con- 16 Mar. IH 30 . 

deive that the Chinese trade, both in exports and imports, might - 

be carried on through the Eastern Archipelago ?—I cannot Mr ' J ’ ^ cans • 

conceive that the Chinese can stop their trade; for the reasons 

already stated: but that if they did, I certainly think that .it 

might be caitied on in that way, perhaps with some difficulty at, 

first, but ihwould at last, I am of opinion, be carried on tfs*T£gu- 

larly as it is now, in spite of all prohibition by that government. 

35152. Have the Chinese at Batavia evinced any jealousy or 
indisposition to tfie consumption of our manufactures, or to 
trading with us ?—-Not the feast. 

3563. You have stated that some of the Chinese settlers in 
the island of Java aje agriculturists ?-—They are. 

3564. Do they acquire property in land there ?—They do 
not; they rent land. In the towns they acquire, of course, pro¬ 
perty in their houses; bat in the country they ar%generally 
farmers of the land. In the district of Batavia they do acquire 
‘land where Europeans Tird’ allowed to hold ldhd, but snot in the 
native provinces. 

3565. From your acquaintance with the Chinese, and«otlter 
pans the East, is your opinion with respect to the Chinese 
population generally the same as that which you have now 
stated with reference to the Chinese inhabitants of Batavia ?—I 
was settled in Penang* for three years, and I had charge of the • 
pepped plantations of the late Mr. Scott there, which were 
entirely cultivated by Chinese, and I found no difference in their 
habits and manners in Penang from what I did in Java or in Sinca- 
pore, or in any other countries through which i travelled. ' 

3566. You have stated that you liad doubts whether they 
would furnish good tea to the extent of the tea required for the 
European consumption, and the only satisfaction you had was 
from what the Chinese told you ?—Of course, I could have no 
other mdhns of obtaining information upon the subject. 

3567. With respect to <?ur manufactures being useff, as you 

say, in great quantities in the Archipelago, do not you know that 
that was owing to the great fall that took plape in the price of 
cotton goods?—Of course lam sensible of that: if our goods 
were not cheaper and better than their own fabrics^ they would 
never have given them the preference. ** 

3568. Has not that had the same effect in India to supersede, 
the native fabrics very much ?—I believe the effect is similar 
every where. In India, of course, it has had the same effect. 

, 3569. Have you examined the cloths of the two countrips, 
the Chinese and the English, with respect to durability ?—I 
have: I have dealt in them both. • , itm 

3570. Do you think that the British are preferable in that 
respect?—The Chinese are* more durabl^oecause they can 
afford to put a greater quantity of the r^w material into the 
„ ' * • • 
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16 Mar, 1830. cloths; but. the British cloths are generally a finer looking 
~~~ fabric, and please them much better. The natives, I believe, If 
j r. j. Beans. t |, e y can g et th em cheap, are not very particular with regard to 
the durability. 

3571. If tea was Supplied to Europe through the Arehipe- 

lagOe_must it not be supplied at a higher price than it could be 
supplied direct from Canton ?—No ; the Chinese tfell me, that 
in consequence of lower duties by their vessels, they thought 
they cou^d supply it cheaper. t u 

3572. Must not there be a trans-shipment?—If they brought 

the black teas from the province in which they are grown to 
Batavia, I think they would not be much dearer than they are 
at Canton. ■ 

3573. Do not you know that they cannot bring them from 
the province'in which they are growfa?—I know that they can¬ 
not legally bring them, but I know tnat they do bring them. 

3574. From what parts of China ?~ r Ffom both parts, but paj,^ 
ticularly from Fokien, from Amoy. 

„3575. Diet you ^ver examine the qualities of teas sold in 
Canton, and those which were purchased in the Archipelago ?— 
Yes, I have. « 

3576. Do not you know that the black tea which is pur¬ 
chased by # the Company at Canton is of the best quality of black 
tea, and better than any other that can be procured ?*—I am 
not aware,of that. 1 1 know that the Company do purchase the 
best teas, but I am* not aware that they are better than any 
other purchased in the market. 

3577. Have you not heard that they have a right of pre-emp¬ 

tion, at least that they have the offer of all the black tea at Can¬ 
ton?—I am aware that they have a preference: but I think there 
are t many chops of good teas that the Company do not ge^at 
last*, so I have understood. the only pre-emption that the 
Company haVte is the making contracts the season before, as far 
as I Understand, which gives them the choice of a great quantity 
of tea. ■ 

3578. Is not that preference given solely by.the Hong mer¬ 
chants ; are yod aware whether the outside merchants give the 
Company preference?—No; the,Company have a selection 
from a certain quantity of teas, as fgr as I have understood, but 
not from thfe whole of the black teas. * 

3579. Have you been at Canton yourself ?*—I have. I was 
twice there, but it is a long while ago; and except in so far as 
my observation has enabled me to compare the manners and 
habits of the people in China with those of the settlers in the 
Archipelago, *of course I would wish to speak with diffidence 
upon that subject. 

3580. So far as^our observations have godfe, have your ob¬ 
servations upon your own visits at Canton been confirmed by 
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what you have seen and heard of the Chinese in the Archipe¬ 
lago ?—I was young at the time I was at Canton ; ’ but so far as 
my observations went, I have seen very little difference between 
the manners and habits of the people in their, native country and 
those settled in the Archipelago. 

3581. How long were you each time at Canton ?—I carfficft 
state exactly ihe time, but I think it was between two and three 
months,each time. 

3582. Int.vhatyea#?—In 1806-7 and 1807-8. • 

3583. Can you state what are the duties upon tea and upon 
other goods in China, exported in native vessels, as compared 
with the duties on the same goods exported in foreign vessels ? 
—I believe the proportion is about one-third. 

3584. Do you believe that tea could be supplied for con¬ 

sumption in this country at two-thirds the price it now l^pars, if 
the Company’s monopoly no longer existed ?—Judging from the 
price in other countries, J should think certainly it might for 
less, and particularly if we pay for it in our manufactures by a 
free trade. * a „ 

3585. In wbat deg ree would the expense of transmitting 
me^Mritfize to and from Canton become increased, if trans¬ 
shipment at Sincapore were had recourse to ?—I have no means 
of stating the expense accurately, because the freights jvill de¬ 
pend entirely upon the quantity of shipping that is to Be had at 
the time. If the port of Canton was free toJBritish shipping, 

I think the expense would be considerably less than the freight 
that the Company pay direct to Great Britain upon it. 

3586. Is there any other intermediate port more direct for 
trans-shipment than Sincapore, and at what difference of charge? 
—Sincapore is as well suited as any other port; but there are 
ports»in Java, viz. Batavia and Angier, where there are entre¬ 
pots establi|hed, and where the same trade giight be conducted, 
and I do not think the charge woulci^ differ very mate*rially v 

3587. If the Chinese government interdicts the transit of teas 
to Sincapore, what would be the # exjjpnfce of breaking through 
fhat interdiction ?•—There would be no additional expense or 
obstruction to what there is now, because it is illicit now. 

3588. Does it go clear of charge, notwithstanding fhe inter¬ 

diction, now ?—It goes with ihe usual charges which Chinese 
vessels pay. * * 

3589. Could not the tea only be brought from China to Java 

by smuggling?—Yes. • 

3590. You have said that you think tea'could be furnished to’ 
• this country at less than two-thirds of the present,price, and 

you said you'formed that opinion from the price of tea else- 

*where; where did^you mean?—I mean on thg^Continent of 

Europe and in America. * * j 

, 3591. 1/ the tea on fjic Continent of Europe of the same 

_ ® ■ 


381 

16 Mar. 1830 
Mr. J. Deans, 



884 , EVIDENCE ON EAST.INDIA AFFAIRS: 

16 Mar. 1830. quality as the tea that is sold by the Company here?—I have 

-always understood so. I have drunk tea on the Continent, f and 

Mr. J. Deana. j have drunt^ tea in this country. I am no great judge ; but I 

could not perceive there was any difference in the quality. 

* * 

3592. If any witness has said that it is of 'inferior quality, 
Would you say that he is mistaken ?—No. Inferior tea is some¬ 
times carried to the Continent, because there the trade is free; 
but here, the trade being all in the hands of the Company, the 
quality is more equal. But there have been old teas bought in 
the Archipelago, taken there: and old teas are always ^inferior 
to new. 

3593. Is the tea taken to the r Continent old tea ?—Some of 
it; but I believe not a great proportion, indeed very little. 

3594. It has been stated that the tea with which the Continent 
is supplied is generally an inferior description as compared 
with the tea used here, is that consistent with your knowledge? 
—I ha,ve understood to the contrary; not that it is better? fiut 
that it i\not generally inferior. 

' 3595. If you,» as a merchant, with a freedom of trade, were 

exporting teas to two countries, the one a rich country and the 
other a poor country, would you or would you nofackpC the 
quality of the teas to the market with which you were dealing ? 
—Mosf unquestionably. 

3596. ' You stated that there were at one time four English 
ships that touched at Batavia on their way to China, what were 
those English ships?—Country ships from India. 

3597. Was*the tea which was brought to Batavia from China 
brought from the provinces where the tea is grown, or from 
Canton ?-—From Fokien, where the black tea is grown. 

3598. Did yob ever purchase good tea in the junks at Bata¬ 
via ?—The description of tea brought by the Chinese jrfaks is 
what we consider an inferior quality, suited to the Caste of the 
Cbiitose settlers and the'natives; but I have purchased very 
excellent green tea and # pekoe; but they import a very small 
quantity or that description. » 

3599. Wes the green tea which you so purchased brought 

from thf province where the green tea is grown ?— That was 
brought from Canton. 1 

3600'* Is there any intercoursfe between Batavia and the pro¬ 
vince of Kiang-n&n ?—I am not aware of that. 

3601. Are you aware that green tea is grown in the province 
of Kiang-nan ?—Yes, if is grown in the southern province. 

3602. And that that province is a maritime province ?—I am 
not perfectly aware of the situation of it ? 

3603. You have stated that the English manufactures have 
superseded the^nauufactures of Jriva and of China^ in a great 
measure; can you state whether there is any Chinese manufac- 
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ture which at all resembles English woollens?—-I have seen a 16 Mar, 1830. 

kind of flannel that they make, but I have not seen, much of it, - 

nor am I aware of its exact quality. t Mr ' J J3mn ** 

3604. Is it made of sheep’s wool ?—It appears to be wool, or 
£» mixture of wool and cotton. 

3605. What is the latitude of Batavia?—Six south. 


3606. Is it a fact that woollens are at a certain time of the 
year in‘request in giat latitude ?—Woollens are in general 
request in fliat latitude, and very generally worn by all the 
classes that can afford them, btith natives and Chinese. 

3607. At what time of the year do they use them ?— 
Throughout the year they require them, but more particularly in 
the rainy season, when there is a general moisture* 

3608. Do you know whether there is a considerable import 
of furs into China ?—I have' understood so, but I am »ot ac¬ 
quainted with that trade. 

§609. Can you give tile Committee any inforraatiOh with 
respect to the trade with Japan ?—The Dutch are allowed to •; 
trade with Japan, and they are only allowed to’send two ships.* 

The trade* was conducted until two years ago by the Dutch 
government of Java. 1 have here a list of the cargoes in the 
year 1825, both the imports and exports. Since that it has got 
into the hands of the Dutch East-Inaia Company, and they have 
very considerably extended it, I believe. 

3610. Will you state the principal items of the trade?—*In 
the Japan trade in 1825 there were two ships, amounting in all , 
to about 1,300 tons; one was600 and the other was 700tons. 

The export cargoes consisted of 100 ps. sandal-wood ; 1,167 
ps. Japan-wood; 500 buffalo hides ; 1,638 lbs. ivory, valued at 
3,247 f.; 61 lbs. camphor Baros, or Malay catbphor, valued at 
3,23#f.; 225 Java mats; 24 ps..cocoa-nut oil; 113 ps. cloves, 
value 18,936f.; 6,991 ps. sugar, value 104*068f.;.§38 ps. tin, 

18,936 f.; Bengal piece-goods to the table of 20,896 f.; hardware 
and porcelain, 2,250 f. ; jeweliefy, 1,100 f.; glass-ware, 

3,748 f.; Netherlands' broad-cloths, 3 5,209 f.• lead, 147 ps. 

2,793 f.; Netherlands cotton goods, 61,332 f. ;’ piedicine and 
sundries; making the total value of the export cargoes 373,853 f., 

or at 12s. ps. £31,154. 8s. 4 d. »The import cargoes consisted of, 
viz. 720 ps. camphor, 69,1206; 10,745 ps. copper, 617,862 6; 

426 ps. crape, 17,7486; cotton cloth, 13,9786; diedicine, • 
2,270 6 ; provisions, 8,327 6; sackie and soy, 14,332 6; wheat, # 
207 bags, 2,1566; silks, 31,6006; sundries, 96,089 f.; making » 
in all, Dutch florins, 868,482=£72?S73. J0». 

3611. Are the Dutch the only European* nation now allowed 

to trade with Japan ?—They are* * 

3612. Do anyot^erEuropean nation trade at all with them? 

—I am ncg aware that any European natiorf t^oes with them. 1 

, saw a pap^ain of a ship Jrom Bengal who got upon that coast, 
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16 Mar. 1830. and the heats came off to him in great numbers and purchased 
~~~1 every kind of article they had of British manufactures; they 
Mr ‘ J, Deans, had very little, unfortunately, but they sold all that they had 
in barter for provisions, which they were out of. The officers 
of the government also came on board and ordered him off, but 
td^the same time asked him if he had cloth such* as his coat wdk 
made of, and any articles of that kind ; that they^were anxious 
to purchase them. He said he had not: and when he came 
back they told him to be sure to bring articles of that kfhd, but 
on no account was he to come back. * * 

3613. To what port is it that tlie Dutch are confined in Japan ? 
—Nanga Sakkie : They have a factory there. 

3614. Do they remain constantly at the factory at that port? 
—They do. 

3615. Do you happen to know "jfhe population of the town? 
—I d<fnot. 

3616. Do yeu know how the Dutch Factory conduct fly dr 
business there ?—The Japanese dismantle the ships when they 

. arrive : t'hey receive the cargo into a store, where it is valued, 
and they give them a return-cargo, valuing it in Yhe same way. 

3617. Are there any Japanese junks that trade at alt wilft the 
Eastern Archipelago ?—I am not aware of any. 

3616k Have they no foreign trade of that description ?—I 
believe not. The Chinese trade with Japan, but I am not aware 
that Japan junks 1 go to» China. 

3619. Do you know the number of the Chinese junks that go 
to Japan ?—I cannot be sure of the extent, but I believe it is 
considerable. 

3620. Is it the general impression in the Eastern Archipelago, 
that provided a change were to take place in the mode of trans¬ 
acting business with Japan, a very considerable trade might be 
carried onnvith that empir^?—Jt would be an illicit trade; but 
our enterprizing countrymen generally manage to conduct a 
trade with every part of the world which they can get to. 

3621. Should not you, expect that if the free trader were ad¬ 
mitted to Cliina, he would find the means of carrying on trade 
with the^empire of Japan ?—I Jiave no doubt they would : but 
if they did not, the Chinese would find the means o£ conveying 
to Japan suck articles as they found would suit them, whether 
Chinese or European manufactures. 

3622. Was not that £rade carried on by the British govern- 
. ment of Java, when that island was in our possession ?—It was. 

3623. ynder what flag ?—Under the Dutch flag. 

3624. Do you conceive that the trade between Java and 
Japan is an uajgreasing trade ?—In the hanc^s of the government 
it was as little ifrwell could ‘be. The Dutch Conjpany have 
improved upon it considerably, being rather better traders than 
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the government; but it is nothing to what it would be if a free IG Mar. 1330. 
trade was permitted there. • - 

3625. Do you understand that the Japanese wjmld have any 
objection to extend the trade with the Dutch government, pro¬ 
vided the Dutch government wished?—No; 1 understand that - 
flie Japanese government positively restrict the trade tCL.twn 
ships. Thejf do not limit the size of those ships, but they will 
allow no more than two. 

362(n Hqjv was tb^ trade carried on during that period when 
we were at war with Holland ?—We sent vessels there, and they 
were received as Dutch ships" The Japanese were aware that 
they were English, but they could not acknowledge them under 
any other flag than tlve Dutch. 

3627. You arc aware that the trade between China and 
Europe is confined to Cantofl ; do you consider that as a proof 
of an anti-commercial spirit - in the Chinese governmerfl, or to 
wh^t cause do you ascribe that restriction ?—-I should rather 
suppose it to be political. * It would be as unfair to the Chinese 
to conclude that that was a proof of an anti-commereial spirit, 
as it would be«to conclude that we had an anti-Commercial spirit* 
in Great,JJritain, because before 1814 the whole trade of India 
and'duna was confined to the port of London. 

3628. Arc there any discriminating duties upon British goods 
imported into Java as compared with those imports A'om the 
Netherlands ?—Yes ; Netherland goods imported with a certi¬ 
ficate of origin are duty free, while British gbods direct from 
Great Britain, that is to say, woollens and cottoi^manufactures, 
pay 25 per cent, ad valorem ; coming by way of British India 
they pay 35 per cent, ad valorem. 

3629. What price per cent, upon the prime cost of tea at 
Cantgn would you consider sufficient to remunerate the im¬ 
porter ?—It would depend upon whether the trade was free. 

I should think, if they paid in British manufactures, fit is proba¬ 
ble they would sell at a profit; anc% like the trade in all"other 
parts, be glad to realize that profit upon Ahe returns in tea. 

* 3630. Is it then your opinion, that if the merchants had a 
profit on the outward cargo, they would bring home tea for 
nothing ?—That if they could rpake a remittance at par of the 
profits made in the cargo out $iey would be contented. 

3631. As the trade* now is, do you consider *the loss of not 
having a remittance to Europe to be almost equal to the profit 
on the outward investment ?—There wquld be great difficulty in 
obtaining a remittance at present, unless the returns were allowed* 
to.be made in teas or other Chinese products. ^ 

3632. Supposing the trade in tea to be perfectly free,*in that 
'case do you supple there would be a difficult^Jja obtaining a 

remittance in return for whatever British finjpiufact-ures might 
be exported ?—If’the trade were free, I conceive there would 

» • * * 3 e . 



388 

16 Mar. 1830. 
Mr. J. Deans. 


EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS : 

be returns for more than the manufactures that could be sold in 
China for some years; because, of course, the introduction must 
be gradual. t 

3633. Have you beard any thing of the American trade from 
America to Canton* ?~I have. , t 

• 3634. Is not the most favourable mode of trading with China 
by sending bullion without any goods ?—They have sent bullion 
in general, until latterly ; when, I believe, they have fome to 
this country, and exported both cotton and woollen manufac¬ 
tures, which they have found profitable. 

3635. Have you not heard that the trade is considered to be 
most beneficially carried on between America and Canton, in 
sending bullion and bringing home tea ?—-T believe they had no 
option; they had nothing but bullion to take to China. 

363<4 How many ships have the Dutch sent to Japan lately ? 
—Two: they have never been allowed to serid more, and they 
do not send lesS. " • 

3637. Are they not subject to great indignities there, when 
'“they get to J apart ?—I have understood so; so fay. as being con¬ 
fined to one port, having their ships dismantled and £heir car¬ 
goes valued, and an export-cargo given them, such as the Japan¬ 
ese choose to set apart for them; but I understand it is generally 
done upQn pretty fair principles. 

3638. Are not the Europeans in China confined to* one port 
at Canton ?—They are* 

3639. Do yqp understand that any greater indignity is offered 
to the Dutch ships in Jftpan ?—Except the dismantling of their 
ships, I do not know of any other. 

3640. Was no£ that the practice with respect to the China 
trade, by taking away the rudders, up to a period comparatively 
recent ?—I have heard so; but I cannot say up to what period 
it was continued. * s 

S6ll. Does not the advantage of exporting bullion into China 
depend upon the value of the bullion in the country from whence 
it is exported ?«—Of courle it % must. , 

3642. Were there any ships sent to Japan during your resi¬ 
dence in* Java ?—There were two ships every year during the 
whole time of my residence tlier^. 

3643. *Have not the Americans, since fhey carried out British 
manufactures to Canton, carried out fewer dollars ?—They cer¬ 
tainly have; they carry % out no more, including both, than is 
sufficient to purchase their Cargoes home. 

3644. D # o you apprehend that the trade, if free, could be car¬ 
ried oir by British manufactures alone to Cantor? ?—In time I 
have no doufel it would, because we should imitate the manu- * 
facture of them ^favourite fabrics, and greatly extendi the con¬ 
sumption of our manufactures; but it would take time. 
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3645. Then you do not consider that in a short time the 16 Mar. 1830. 

trade would be any drain of bullion from this country?—It - 

would be no more a drain of bullion thjpi it is at present, I con- Mr. J. Deans. 
ceive. It is the different British merchant^ at present trading 
from India to China who afford to the Company the means'of. 
purchasing ted, in place of the bullion they formerly carried 
out; and those same funds would be at the disposal of respect¬ 
able British merchants for the same purpose. 

364^“ Hj^ve you J>een much in British India?—-I have been 
there, but never resided there for any time. 

3647. In what parts of India have you been ?—I was at Bom¬ 
bay a long while ago; but I have been two or three times to 
Bengal, and I have been once at Madras. 

3648. You are aware that, at present, it is not permitted to 
any foreign vessels to go intd any port of China excepting Can¬ 
ton ; but supposing there whs an entrepot for Europea* manu¬ 
factures, including British, in any port of the Indian Archipe¬ 
lago, might not they be* imported from that entrepot into any 
other port of China in Chinese junks ?—Although the trade to 
China, even with foreign vessels, is confined tfl the port of Gan* 
ton J haj*e understood that within the last two or three years 
country ships have been in the habit of proceeding to the north¬ 
ern ports, and have sold considerable quantities of opium along 
the coast, and have brought back dollars; and I have po doubt, 
if there &as an entrepot in the Archipelago for British manu¬ 
factures, that not only British ships but pative*junks would carry 
considerable quantities to the ports of China. 

3649. Have you seen many of the Chinese junks in the East¬ 
ern Archipelago ?—I have. 

3650. What is your opinion as to their safety at sea ?—During 
the whole time of my residence in the Archipelago, I do not 
recollect to have heard of the loss of any but one. They gene¬ 
rally leav£ China in the favourable mongbon before the wind, 
and go back in the same way ; they^are scarcely ever lost, and 
it is seldom that any accidents happen.. 

• 3651. To how.many years doty)u*apply-the observation you 

made, that there was only one lost?—My experience extends 
to twenty years. , 

3652. Were you in such a situation in Batavia and other parts, 
that if more than one junk had been lost coming to Batavia you 
would have known it?—I think it is likely that I should have 
known it; we generally get pretty correct reports of the losses. 

$653. Have you ever been on beard the junks at Batavia ?— 7 
Frequently. 

3654. Have you ever done any business with the?n i» buying 
or selling ?—I liavj*. 

3655. ^Supposing a trade in European manufactures, including 
British manufactures, to be carried on between the Indian Archi- 
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Hi Mar. 1830. pelago and the northern ports of China, would not tea be im- 

MrTnet P or ^ ed from .the provinces of Fokien and Kiang-nan into t‘ne 
tans. j 1K |i an Archipelago ? — TJiey are at present imported into the 
Indian Archipelago., If they became in demand in the Euro¬ 
pean market, I have no doubt that they would be extended as 
1 have already stated. ' * 

3656. Without their being obliged to go to Canfon ?—Yes. 

3657. So that, in that case, the teas would be exported from 
those provinces of China in which they ai»e produced without 
the expense of the transport fromjhose provinces to Canton?— 
Yes. 

3658. Are you aware whether tea finds its way for consump¬ 

tion from China to Cochin China hnd Siam, or the Philippines 
and other parts of the Indian Archipelago ?—Yes, it does. I 
understand that the tea from China‘finds its way to Siam, Cochin 
China, and the Philippine islands, and even to Japan. Some of 
that brought by Cochin China came to Sincapore, and fro^n 
Sincapore found its way to Batavia. * * 

^ 3659. How was it brought ?—In junks to Sincapore. 

Mr. JOHN ARGYLE MAXWELL called in, and exammed. 

Mr.J. A.Mm- 3660. Have you ever visited China, Java, and Sincapore? — 
wdl. , I have H 1 

3661. Have you resided at the latter?—I have. 

3663. In what capacity?—As a commission-agent and mer¬ 
chant. r 

3663. How long did you reside at Sincapore ?—Better than 
six years. 

3664. Have you bfcen in Canton?—I have. 

.3665. In what year did you go to Sincapore?—I vveflt to 
Sincapore first in 1832, and I remained there till 1828. 

366f. In what year werfi you in Canton ?—I was first in 
Canton in 1826, and again m the end of 1828. 

3667. How lqpg did yrn! rertiain each time ?«—The first time ■ 
for about six weeks, and the last time about three months. 

3668. I}id the nature of your (jommercial transactions in Sin¬ 

capore bring you into much intercourse with the Chinese or with 
China?—Zt did., * 

3669. What was the nature of your intercourse?—I generally 
had a discretionary power from my constituents to send any of 
their property to a neighbouring market that might promise 
better than Sincapore and in exercising that discretion I hav,c 
often ha$ transactions with Canton. 

3670. Were your constituents resident in England?—I had ‘ 

constituents itftlermany also. * 

3671. Were your consignments from Germany to jpy, con- 



SELECT COMMITTEE op the HOUSE OF COMMONS. ' 391 


siderable amount?—In 1826 I had one consignment, to the 16 Mar. 1830. 

v&lue I think of about £12,000, from Hamburgh; and in 1827 - 

I had another consignment, to the value of about; £30,000, from Mr ' JmA ‘ Max ‘ 
Hamburgh also. ■ 


3672. Can^ou state what the cargoes of those ships consisted 
of?—They were general cargoes, but the greater proportion- of 
them woollens. 


What description of woollens ?—The larger portion of 
the description tertncd ladies’ cloths. I had one l«rt, of the 
value of about £5,000, shipped by the Royal Prussian Society 
of Stettin, and stated to me to be of the same description 
of cloth which was taken by the Russians for the Kiachta 
market. • * 


3674. Did you send thos<? woollens to China?—I made some 
sales of them at Sincapore,^ind sent the rest on toChing accord¬ 
ing to my instructions. 

^**3675. In Sincapore dhl jfau sell them to the Chinese junks ? 
—I sold a part of them, to the value of about £1,000 at Sin- 
capore. m • . » 

2^76.*Are the ladies’ cloths of a finer description?—nicy 
are of a finer description ; what is usually termed light woollens. 

3677. What was that sent by the Royal Society of Stettin ? 

—An intermediate kind of cloth, rather heavy. * 

3678. Can you state the proportion of .the value in those 
cloths as compared with the English ‘cloths sent to the China 
market, as to the quality of cloths of the same price?—I should ' 
think the English cloths at the same price were better in quality, 
and certainly better in colour. 

3679. How did the portion of the consignments sent to China 

answer in that market? —Not very well; the cloths were suit¬ 
able enough, but the breadths were deficient, and the colours 
were badty selected. • • 

3080. Had you any English wofillens under your charge?— 
Frequently. • • . 

3681. Do you conceive them better adapted to the market 
than the German woollens?—1 think that the English cloth 
generally is a superior articled the same price. 

3682. Did you ever send any English woollens from Sinca¬ 

pore to Canton?— I once sent toe English woollens of the * 
description termed long ells. * 

3683. How did you send them ?-*-I sent them under the 
American flag. 

* 3684. How did that consignment turn out ?-*-Sales were • 

made of them at better prices than I could have got at Sinca- 

• • 

pore. . • • 

3685* Did it realize a fair proffr or not ?£- Judging from the 
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16 Mar. 1830. invoice I had with them, there was no profit at all; the manu- 
- facturers usually send invoices at very advanced prices. 

Mr. J. A. Max - 3 gg 6 # j n w hat year was it you sent the English woollens ?— 

In 1824. 

3687. Have you any means of knowing whether that con¬ 
signment returned a profit to the original exporter, or not ?— 
The original exporter seemed satisfied with the'sale I had 
made. 

3688. »Did you invest any portion of the proceeds*! teas on 
account of your German constituents?—I did in 1826; I 
think I invested to the amount of nearly £2,000 in teas. 

3689. Was this a barter transaction?—I found it necessary 
to barter them for teas, otherwise 1* should have felt a difficulty 
in effecting a sale at all at that time. 

3690. At that particular time w$s the .market glutted with 
goods ?—5t was very much glutted at that particular time. 

3691. Is it, however, the usual state of the Chinese markel 

* to be very much glutted with goods ?—I cannot give any infor¬ 
mation upon that subject. * 

3692. With whom was this transaction conducted i—With 
one of the Hong merchants, Poonequa. 

3693. How was it managed; was there a supercargo there, or 
an agent at Canton ?—I was at Canton myself, and employed 
an agent besides. 

3694. Have you'ever consigned goods to an agent at Canton 
- while you were resident at Sincapore ? —The English woollens 

that 1 allude to were consigned to an agent at Canton, and 
these sent in 1828. 

3695. To whom were they consigned ?—They were con¬ 

signed in 1826 to a Spanish house, Messrs. Gusani and £o.; 
one of the partners was an Englishman residing at Canton under 
the protection of the Spanish^flag. They held the Spanish con¬ 
sulate. * 9 

8696. What is his name ?—Mr. Matheson. 

3697. Is he fhfere now ?—He is. 

3698. Can you state the particulars of the assortment of tea 
you made ih 1826 for the Hamburgh market ?—200 \ chests of 
bohea, at 14 tales per pecul500 |*chests of congou, at 25 tales 
per pecul; canfpoy, 50 4 chests, at 24 tales; 50 £ chests 
souchong, at 24 tales; 501 chests souchong at 24 talcs; 50 ^ 
chests souchong, at 25 ta|ps ; 50 ^ chests of pecco, at 90 tales; 
50 ^ chests of pecco, at. 90 fales; 500 \ chests of hyson-skip, 
at 24 tales; 100 £ chests of hyson-skin, at 25 tales; young 
hyson, 50 £ chests, at 40 tales; 25 £ chests of young hyson, at 
40 tales; hyson, 100 £ chests, at 60 tales; 25 £ chests, at 60 
tales; 50.chests, at 60 tales-; 10 j chests imperial, at 54 
tales ; 10 £ chests, Tit 54 tale%; 20 T ’^ chests, at 54 talfis; 10^ 
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chests of gunpowder, at 60 tales; 10 £ chests, at 60 tales ; 10 
chests, at 60 tales. 1 wish to explain, with reference to the 
prices I have mentioned, that I have no means 'of referring to 
the invoice of the teas; and in stating. these prices, I-have 
stated the highest limit that I authorized to be given for ‘ the 
* teas. I presthne they were got under those limits; and I rather 
think the quantity of each kind might have been different from 
what I have mentioned. 

36#9* IJow many pounds of black tea are contained in a 
quarter-chest?—About sixty-seven pottnds. 

3700. Do you happen to # know whether there is the same 
contained in those quarter-chests as would be contained in the 

. quarter-chests imported by'the East-India Company?—I have 
no access to know what the chests imported by the East-India 
Company contained. • 

3701. Can y 9 U tell whetfher the quality of the teaS afforded 
satisfaction to your employers ?—I have every # reason to think 
Wiat the quality did afford satisfaction. The prices Were con¬ 
sidered very high by a respectable house, to whom the better 
portion was sent; but the quality was not ccftnplained of in any 
wa£ • 

3702. Have you reason to think that the price was higher 

than the market price in China at the time ?—Having taken 
them on barter for an article so unsaleable as the cloths were, 
at the flme the prices were a shade higher, but probably not 
much. • • 

3703. Had there not been a fall in the price #f teas in Europe 
at the time they arrived ?—There tyas a fall of 20 to 30 per 
cent, intermediately. 

3704. At what time did the fall take place?—My letter from 
Hamburgh, of the 30th of October 1826, advises a fall from > 20 
to 30 per cent. 

3705. Vhen did the ship arrivf in ifamburgH ?—TJJic ship 
left Sincapore the May following*the teas came down iif Ja¬ 
nuary 1827, and the ship arrived for- them in May 1827. It 
arrived in the course of the season St Hamburgh. 

3706. Supposing that fall not to have taken place in the 

European market, do you conceive that the result of the invest¬ 
ment would have been profitable, or otherwise ?—My attention 
was strongly called tft teas by the Jiouse alluded to, from which 
I suppose they considered it a more advantageous remittance 
than any other. The assortment was according to what they 
advised as suitable. • 

t 3707. What was the name of the house*?—The house of Merk 
and Company, of Hamburgh. * • 

3708. Was th^transaction, in point of fact, advantageous or 
otherwise ?—I am not aware -whether th*re was any communi¬ 
cation made to me by that house as to the Actual result. 

* m " U. m. ft 
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Mr. J. A . Max* 

well. 


3709. What commission were you in the habit of*charging ?— 
Five per cent. • on sales, two and a half per cent, on remittances 
in produce, one per cent, for remittances in bills, and one per 
cent; on trans-shipping merely. 


' 2710. Does the commission vary much ?—The.rates I have, 
stated were those fixed by a meeting of the merchant^ in Silica- 
pore, and I believe them to be the rates in general flse. 

3711. From your observation at Canton, should you sjy that 
the English, and especially the English Factory, ire held in 
higher estimation than other foreigners by the Chinese govern¬ 
ment?—I think the Chinese government seem to throw the 
same discredit very much upon all foreigners. On this point I 
can, however, refer to what I consider an authentic translation ■ 
of two communications from the authorities at Canton, addres¬ 
sed to the court of Pekin, about'the time of the Topazes 
affair. * * 


3712. In what year was that?—It ^as about the year 188A. 
With regard to the Christian merchants, “ I reasoned with 
them,” said the governor, “ and pointed out to them the great 
principles ofjustice and equity, and showed that ^it was right 
for them to do what I required of them; but all in vatn; good 
principles and solemn truths had no effect upon them, and I 
was compelled to interdict their trade to touch their gains. 
And no steoner was that done than they submitted. They are 
a mercenary gain-scheming set of adventurers, whom reason 
cannot rule; the dtead of not making money is that which alone 
influences them # ” And again, “ The English might at any 
time be brought to stoop .if tea were refused ; but if they could 
get the tea in any other way, they would be careless about 
pleasing China, wopld indeed despise her, and do as their 
humours dictated* By Tea-Reins, said the governor to the 
great Emperor, alluding to the management of a vicious h/ftse, 
your majesty can control the English, therefore tet us take 
car^ that they get no tea buff what we choose to give them.” 

3713. How do you know that to be an authentic document ? 
— It was published at tin# Aitglo-Chinese College of Malacca, • 
in 1823; and'from the connection of Dr. Mforrison with that 
establishment, I think that every thing connected with China, 
coming from the Anglo-Chinese College, has the weight of his 

authority.* * * 

* « 

3714. Do you conceive that the English Factory at Canton 
possess any other weight than that which results from the ex¬ 
tensive nature of their dealings ?—From any thing that has 
ever come under my .knowledge I have no reason to think tfiqt 
they have. • 

3715. Do you not conceive that private merchants, carrying 
on the same extent of business, would probably possess a similar 
degree of influence'?—I conceive that if the EnglishVrade to 
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China had been carried on through private merchants, in the 1C Mar, 1830. 

way that it has been done by the Americans, the same conse- - 

quences would probably follow; that the advantages of the trade Mr ' Mal ’ 
would become more generally diffused among the Chinese*, and . 
that a numerous body of Hong merchant? could present more 
• formidable obstacles to the encroachments of the government 
than one 01 ^ two or three individuals, as at present. 

3716. Do you think that the American influence in China 

has ii&ceased or c^pclined within the last few years ?-«-I think 
it has deClined since the departure of Mr. Cushing from 
China. • 

3717. Can you state any advantages which were gained to 
the American trade, under Mr. Cushing’s management ?—The 
American trade escaped under Mr. Cushing’s management, or 
rather measurement, to a £reat degree, the port-charges at 
China. American ships coming in ballast were enable?! to take 
cargoes of rice to Canton, and thereby gain exemption from the 
clfifrges alluded to. • 

3718. Was Mr. Cushing held in great estimation in Cantpn? 

—He was considered to have more influence with Howqua, the 
chief Ho»g merchant, than any other individual whatever. 

3719. Not excepting the members of the Select Committee? 

—Not excepting any one. t# 

3720. JDo the Chinese admit cargoes of provisions without 
payment of duty ?—An edict was issued about the year 1824, 
a scarcity of rice being apprehended, authorizing ships bringing, 

I think, 4,200 peculs of rice to be exempted, without pay¬ 
ment of certain port-charges. The edift was afterwards modi¬ 
fied ; and now, I believe, any vessel, without reference to 
size, bringing a full cargo, is admitted without paying these 
chargees. 

3721. De you know any other ships, except Americans^ that 
have in this way escaped these chafes in China ?—-There Was 
one case that came within my own personal knowledge, of a 
ship under the Dutch colonial flag: hut many gases may exist 
fn Java that have not been within my observation. • 

3722. What was the name of^that ship?—The Sourabaya- 

3723. Do they escape the charges’ on departure, a% well as 

those on entering?—There are no^ort-charges*on departure; 
they escape entirely what is usually called the measurement 
charges. * 

3^24. Do they escape the cumshaw?—-I do not think they 
. do/altogether; they escape perhaps only that portion,which 
goes to the government, merely, of every charge. 

S725. Are there •frequent instances of bankruptcies among 

3f . 
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16 Mar. 1830. the Hong merchants in China?—Two have occurred within the 

- time that I have been in India. 

Mr . J. A . Max¬ 
well. 3726. Do you know the names of them ? — The last was Man- 
bop* in 1828, for about a million and a half of dollars; the name 
of the other was Konsequa. 

3727. Do you know what was the result of that failure ?— 
The Co-hong, that is the body of the Hong merchants, are on 
those occasion considered responsible for the debts of the person 
failing; ‘and in the case of Manhop they came, with gi*at diffi¬ 
culty, into an arrangement to pay )iis debts, without interest, in 
live years; but in Konsequa s case it was, I believe, eight or 
nine years, without interest. 

3728. Were the debts paid in those cases ?—They were in 
the course of liquidation. Manhop’s only took place in 1828. 

3729 x Is it the general expectation that his debts will be paid ? 
—I believe it is. 

'i 

3730/ Do you know whether Manhop or Konsequa wV/c 
either of them indebted to the Company ? — I could not under¬ 
stand that Manhop was; he was indebted to some of the super¬ 
cargoes, I believe, but not to the Company. 

3731. Was Konsequa indebted to the Company?—I have no 
knowledge of the particulars of Konsequa’s affairs. 

3732. Do you know any tiling of the mode in which petitions 

are presented to, the Chinese authorities at Canton ?—It is a 
great object to assemble as great a force as possible on these 
occasions, and' to proceed with as much secrecy and despatch, as 
to escape the observatien, if possible, of the persons stationed 
at the gate; and when they gain possession of the gate, they 
endeavour to maintain themselves there till a Mandarin appears, 
for the purpose of receiving the petition. It is generally a scuffle 
at the gate. * r 

,37133. Do you know any, instance of such a petitioh being pre¬ 
sented while you were reading at Canton ?—There was a peti¬ 
tion presented at the gate l in October 1828, by the super¬ 
cargoes of tlje'EasC-Indra Company. 

3734. Do you happen to know whom they were headed by ? 
—I think the deputation was headed by Mr. Davis of the Com¬ 
pany’s Factory, accompanied by the commodore, and some of 
the commanders and officers and seamen of the fleet. 

3735. What was the object of that petition ?—Die inferior 
. Mandarins, I believe, at Macao, had interfered with the convey¬ 
ance of letters, and, with the landing of passengers’luggage at 
Macap; ihe object was to obtain redress for those grievances. 

3736. Did they obtain redress ?—Immediately. 

3737. Do yoq know any thing of the duties levied at Canton 
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on exports and imports ?—A table of duties was published by 16 Mar. l fKU). 

the Anglo-Chinese college at Malacca, in the year 1823, the ^ 

only table that I have ever seen. < T ' u , el l a ' 

3738. Do they include the consoo chafes ?—They do. 

3739. Do you know whether there is -much smuggling in 
China ?—The opium trade is altogether a smuggling trade. . 

3740. How many ships have you ever seen conducting the 
opium trade together ? —When I passed Lintin there were four¬ 
teen "vfrips lying tjiere, and 1 should think ten of |hem were 
opium shfj)s. 

3741. Of what country vfere they ?—One American and one 
Portuguese, and I think the rest were country ships. 

3742. Is the opium take A to China chiefly Indian opium ?— 

Almost altogether Indian opium. 

3743. Does it come fro pi the Company’s territories ?—It is 

grown altogether on the Company’s territories, excepting what 
jMmes from the Portuguese territories. • • 

3744. Do you know whether it is packed in chests bearing**.*" 
their mark Always, as far as my recollection goes : I UdVe 

often oppned chests, and I never found their mark wanting. 

* 

3745. Have not the Chinese government found it impossible 

to put this trade down ? — Quite impossible; they have issued 
repeated edicts against it, but to no effect. * * 

3746. To what circumstance do you attribute the rapid in¬ 
crease in the consumption of opium in'China?—To the greater 
facility that is afforded at Lintin by the shipf lying there, to* 
what there was formerly, when the ships lay at Macao or at 
Whampoa. 

3747. Do you know whether there is’rtuch smuggling in 
Chipa in the articles of export ?—As far as my own experience 
went, I found the parties who were r\pt Ilong merchants 
ready to make a bargain either yay; that is, to deliver, the 
article as a smuggled article at Liriin, or in the usual way at 
Whampoa. 

% • I * 

3748. Have not they some term by which they*distinguish the 

illicit trade ?—They usually call it the Smug-pigeon. m 

3749. Were you at Canton jvhen the Ilong-merchants 
interdicted the shopmen from conducting fhe business?— , 

It occurred some time previous t<? my last visit to Canton in 
1828. 

* 

3750. Was it generally considertftl that the Company’s Fac*- 

tofy had instigated the Hong merchants te do that ?—That was m 
the general impression. • • 

* 3751. What was the effect upon the trade ?«-At first the 

effect was to interdict all dealings with the Shopmen. 
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16 Mar. 1830. 3752. Did that state of things last long?—When I arrived 

- there its effects were visible; but before I left China they had 

Mr. J. yi. Mat- almost entirely disappeared. 

3753. What interval elapsed between your arrival and your 
departure ?—Three months. 

3754. Who were the principal sufferers by this?—The Ame¬ 
ricans : they conducted the greater part of their business with 
the Hong merchants. 

3755. Did they make their remonstrances* to the Viceroy ?— 
They made two remonstrances, and had a reply to one of them ; 
but I believe it was addressed to the Hoppo. 

3756. Have you any copy of them ?—I have. 

3757. Will you state the date of the first Remonstrance, 

and by whom it was made ?—The date of the first is omitted ; it 
professes^o be signed by N. Talbot, consul or agent for the 
United States of America, T. W. Oliphant, N. Dunn, J. R. 
Latimer, . J. H. Blight, &c.&c. ’ *. ‘ 

^3758. How many Hong merchants are there who transact 
busirtess?—There fire only three, or, at the utmost, four in esta¬ 
blished credit. 

3759. Do you consider them possessed of sufficient capital for 
carrying on the whole foreign commerce at Canton ?—Certainly 
not. 

3760, Have you heard any estimate of the value of the whole 
export and import trade at Canton ?—I have heard the Eu¬ 
ropean and American trade estimated at 60,000,000 of dollars. 

8761. What proportion 1 of this trade is considered to be carried 
on by the East-India Company?—About one-fourth. 

3762. Is the invoice value of the trade of the East-India 
Cbmpany in Great Britain and China larger than that of the 
Americans ?.—Those'' circumstances have never come within my 
knowledge, except upon reference to Parliamentary documents, 
and according to those I made up a statement from the year 
1821 to 1827 inclusive. t 7*he result of that statement is, that 
the American> trade for these six years exceeds that of the Com¬ 
pany by £382,812 sterling. 

3763. Do you speak of .the imports or the exports?—The 

imports and exports together. « 

3764. Will you have the goodness to deliver in the statement 
you have made out ?— , 

[The xvilness delivered in the same, which was read as.follows 



SELECT COMMITTEE of the HOUSE OF COMMONS. 399 * 


ACCOUNT of the Trade (Total Import and Export) of the Americans and 
of the East-India Company with China for the six years ending 16 26-7.* 


American Trade. 


1821- 2.£3,306,004 

1822- 3. 3,436,960 

1H23-4 . 2,597,893 

1824- 5 .:_ 3,783,686 

1825- 6 . 3,576,862 

1826- 7 v. 1,778,293 

£18,479,698 

• -? ■ 

Average.£ 3,079,949 


East India Company’s Trade. 


1821-2 . 

-,£2,678,422 

1822-3 . 

. 2,630,002' 

1823-4 . 

. 2,805,428 

1824-5 . 

. 2,500,898 

1825-6 . 

. 2,538,932 

1826-7 . 



£16, 182,826 

Average.. 

. 2,697,137 

Difference. 



£3,079,949 


* AW.—Papers relating to tta trade with India and China* printed 

• 4th June 1829} Nos. 20 and 25., 

* 


16 Mar. 1830. 
Mr. J. A. Max- 


3765. Have you found any difficulty in J carrying on v yoftr 
commercial intercourse with the Chinese at Canton ?—I have 
never been any where where business is so easily done as at 
Canton, on the same scale. 

3760. What is the language generally employed there in con¬ 
ducting business ?—A broken kind of English, a* mixture of 
English and Portuguese, is in general use, ’and is how so well 
established that there are schools for teaching i^ 

3767. Where are the schools ?—Tn the neighbourhood, I 
should suppose, of the shopmen. I have heard boys of twelve 
years of age speak it. . , 

3 ^68. Did you ever know an English private ship with an 
entire European crew go to Canton ?—I have known several 
private traders with European ejews. 1 went 'myself up to 
Canton in 1826 in one of them^the Exmouth; and! knew 
another, the Sarah; she loaded at Macao in 1828, before I left, 
with a cargo qn account of 2he 'Sompapy’s commanders at 
Macao. 

3769. What were those crews ?—Europeans, in both in¬ 
stances ; and I heard of many others. 

3770. Were they*a mixed crew of Europeans or entirely 

English ?—I should think the greater proportion of the crew 
that I went up with was English I believe the whole were 
English. • 

/ 3771. Did you ever hear of any difficulty at Canton on ac¬ 
count of the vessels that traded there with English screws ?— 0 
Never. , 

I + 

3772. Under.what permission did those ships go to Canton r 

* * *• 
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16 M«r: isao- —In the case of the Exmouth, she went by permission from the 
,, 7~~ Bombay government. In the case of the Sarah, I think it was 
r ' well. I<1X ' ^ permission of the Bombay government also. The Exmouth 
carried a cargo of cotton from Bombay to Canton. 

5773. Have yoq, ever known of any country ships proceeding 
’ to Chinese ports, north of Canton, and trading with the natives ?• 
-*-I have heard of several of those adventures. 

t 

3774. Can you state what the cargoes were that they took ? 
—The cargoes generally consisted of opium, almost altogether; 
in some*cases they took a little saltpetre, Fbelieve. 

3775. Did they find any difficulty ill effecting sales with the 
natives ?—I understood that they always effected sales; I did 
not hear that there were any extraprdinary difficulties. 

3776. What were the ports they went to ?—Many of the ports 
have escaped my recollection, but F recollect the port of Ching- 
choo and Chusen, and the island ofi Formosa. 

3777. Do you know where thosejports are situated?—Chigg- 

choo is in the province of Fokien. * ‘ 

3778. What reception did you understand the natives gave 
tb those adventurdk ?—I believe they gave a good reception. A 
Spanish gentleman, who was a supercargo in one of tin: expedi¬ 
tions, told me that he landed on Formosa and walked several 
miles. I recollect his mentioning particularly that he observed 
the remains of European houses there, which he considered to 
have befen the remains of those that were occupied b/ the for¬ 
mer Dutch factory*at Formosa. 

, 3779. Do yo^ know how long it is since that factory was re¬ 

moved ?-—I should think niore than one hundred years. 

3780. Did you understand that the sales which were effected 

at the northern pcwts were at a considerable advance above the 

Canton prices ?—I could not understand that there was any 

great advance. I heard the parties mention that they fbuncf the 

Chinese dealers therb in possession of regular cunfent-prices 

from Canton, stating the stock on hand of opium, and other 

circumstances connected wini the market. 

• ■ 

3781. Do you. repaembO aif instance of thq Merope making * 
an adventure Of that nature ?—The Merope returned from one 
of those adventures a few days before my arrival in China: I 
boarded her at Lintin as 1 was pffesing. 

3782. Had stye disposed of all her cargo ?—I understood of 

the whole of it. * 

3783. Do you know what was received in exchange for her 
cpmmodities ?—-I believe silver. 

3784. No tea ?—I never heard of any tea. \ 

3785. ¥ou have mentioned price-currents being found in the 
northern port^ of China, do you mean that the Chinese them¬ 
selves had price-currents, or only European price-currents ?— 
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fcThe Chinese themselves had price-currentsregular statements 16 M*r. 1830 . 
of the* markets. 

3786. Does that consist with your knowledge respecting the 
Chinese in other countries?—I have found the Chinese in the 
Straits of Malacca always well-informed of the state ofthe 
markets in Canton. 

3787. Wo^ild there be any serious injury sustained by tire 
government officers at Canton by the interruption of the trade at 
that porJt, ?—The government appointments at Canton are under¬ 
stood to fte«nore valuable than any other appointment under 
the Chinese government, in consequence of the foreign trade. 

3788. How many British-subjects are there residing in China, 
independent of the Company’s factory ?—Natives of Britain, 
about thirty. 

3789. What are the usual rates of commission charged by 
British houses of agency at £anton ?—Three per cent, on sales, 
two and a half on returns in produce, one percent, on returns in 
l>ifft; but these points* are usually matter -of arrangement 
between parties. 

3790. W e\$ there any Chinese residing aj. Sincapore when 
you werejthere ?—A great many; the largest proportion or the 
population are Chinese. 

3791. What impression has the Chinese character made on 

you ?—That they are a very shrewd, intelligent, and enjerprizing 
people, miore alive to the value of character than any other 
Asiatics that I have ever met with. . 

3792. Do you consider them to be a commercial people ?— 

Highly commercial; their commercial propensities are stronger ‘ 
than those of any other people. * 

3793. Is there much intercourse between Sjncapore and China 
in Chinese junks ?—A very considerable intercourse; about 
eight junks annually. 

3794. f)o you know the size of ihe largest of the junks?—It 

is very difficult to estimate them by^uropean tonnage; diey are 
very unwieldy looking vessels. I should think the largest of 
them is about 8Q0 tons that I Hhve%een a( Sipcapore, and the 
smallest about 500. * 

3795. From what ports of Qhina do they come ?—The largest, 
but the least valuable, come from Ganton; the smaller ones (the 
green-headed junks, dfe they are tcjmed, from the green paint on 
their bows) are from Fokien. 

3796. Do you know the nature of 4lie cargoes they generally 
tyring ?—The cargoes are generally intended for the Chinese 
colonists in the Archipelago. The Cantoli junks generally bring^ 
a large quantity of coarse earthenware, some raw silk, nankeens, 
tobacco, sacrificial paper, and various articles for^the use of the 
Chinese; colonists. The Fokien junks bring almost the same 
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16 Mar.^830. articles, with the addition of camphor, sugar-candy, and a larger- 
- quantity of silk and nankeens. 

Mr J wdl^ lU 3797. Do they import any tea to Sincapore?—They every 
year bring teas for the use of the Chinese colonists. 

3798. Is not that a tea of an inferior description?—It is not 
perhaps a superior tea, but it is npt inferior to wkat the general 
class of Chinese colonists use. 

3799. How do you designate it ?—It is black tea; but I do 
not know the particular denomination. 

3800. " Have you known any quantity of tea brougnt down to 
Sincapore for other use beside that-of the Chinese ?—One season 
there were about 5,000 boxes brought down. 

3801. Supposing the trade in tea to be thrown open, do you 

conceive that tea might be imported into Sincapore of a quality 
fit for the European market, and in-sufficient quantity ? — I have 
no ground for speaking positively o t n that subject; hut several 
of the Chinese there have frequently offered to contract with me 
for the sppply of black teas from Fokien. * 

3802. C,an you state with respect to green teas ?—They 
wou\jl come direct^ from Canton, and it would be $pore difficult 
to get them, I should think. 

3803. Are you aware whether the green teas are also grown 
in the maritime province ?—I rather think they are not grown 
in a mariyme province. 

3804. Off what terms did they offer to supply then! ?—The 
thing never *got to that length, for I could not have made use of 
the teas if I had got them. 

3805. Do you consider that they will deliver them at Sinca¬ 
pore upon somewhat the same terms on which they are now sent 
to Canton ?—They seated with great confidence that they could 
deliver them at Sincapore on such terms as would make it an 
object for Europeans to purchase them. 

3806. How did they suggest that this object could be accom¬ 
plished#—They suggested to me to obtain at Canton chops of 
the different descriptions, of teas that were supplied (by chops, I 
mean the Chinese name ir Chinese characters); they proposed 
to send those chops up to Fokien, and to secure a supply of tea 
by the return of tne junks. 

3807. Have you ever heard that there is an imperial edict 
against thq exportation of teas sea-wise ?—<*I am aware that such 
an edict exists. 

3808. Do you think that would prevent such an intercourse 

taking place ?—No ; I think they would disregard it, as they do 
other edicts. . 

3809. &.T& they in the habit of disregarding all edicts, the 
object of which is to stop foreign trade ?.—I never heard a Chi¬ 
nese quote ah edict an obstacle to the purposes he had in 
view. 
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* 8810 , Have you ever heard of tea imported direct from China lfi Mar. 1 830. 

intt> Cochin China, or Siam ?—I believe part of the lot I have ^ ^ A Mae ^ 
alluded to of 5,000 boxes was imported into Sincapore from ’ wel ' L 
Sygoon in Cochin China. " * 

3811. Is there much intercourse between'Sincapore and the 
kingdoms of Siam and Cochin China ?—There is a great deal of 
intercourse, particularly with Siam. 

3812,, What quantity of vacant European tonnage do you 
think retHh'i)S annually from China to Sincapore ?—About 12,000 
tons; ships from the Presidencies that carry cotton or other 
cargoes to China, and coming back in ballast. 

3813. Do many vessels resort to Sincapore and Batavia from 

New South Wales P-s-A great many. The last five years I was 
in India there was about an pverage of at least 8,000 tons to 
India from New South Wale*,. m 

3814. What information have you lately received from Sinca- 
pqit as to the rates of .freight ?—The latest 'quotations from 
Sincapore were for tin, as dead weight, 2 5s. a Ion ; sugar, £3 a 
ton ; coffee, £3. 10s.; measurement goods, ££ per ton. , * 

3815. In what degree would the expense of transmitting 
merchandize to and from Canton become increased if trans¬ 
shipment at Sincapore were had recourse to ?—As compared 
with the present freights, I should think the expense yould be 
diminishad greatly. 

3816. Do you consider Sincapore a convenient entrepot for 
European and Chinese merchandize ?—Highly convenient; the 
most convenient station in the Archipelago. 

3817. Should you anticipate great commercial benefit to this 
country, upon the whole, from the removal qf the Company s 
monopoly in China ?—Certainly. 

38f8. Have the Chinese any manufactories at Sincapore at 
the present time ?—They have manufactories of peafi, sagj, and 
of gambier. § 

3819. Does it consist with yqjjr IjpOWledge that they have 
sent for steam-engines and machinery from *Bngfa»d to carry on 
those manufactories at Sincapore ?—It consists with my know¬ 
ledge, that one Chinese wished to have a steam-engine of three 
or four-horse power, and that.ne authorized a house at« Sinca¬ 
pore to procure that stfeam-engine Ipr him, if it could tie got at 
a certain expense. 

3820. Has it arrived ?—Not when Weft Sincapore. 

^821. Are you aware that Prussian blue jsvas an article of very 
considerable import into China?—I understood it was. m 

w , 3822. Is it so now ?—I believe not; in consequence of a Chi- 
\ nese that had acquired a knowledge of the process in Europe 
•having seftled himself at Canton, where he manufactures it now. 

* • • * *• * 3 <i 



404 

16 Mar, 1830. 
Mr. J. A. Max- 

U’f’/l. 


18*Mar. 1830. 

Captain 
IV. L. Cope. 


EVIDENCE ON EAST-1NDTA AFFAIRS: 

It did not come within my own personal observation, but I heard 
the thing generally talked of at Canton. 

3823. Do you consider the FJgst-India Company’s Factory in 
China indispensably* necessary to the maintenance of the British 
commercial intercourse with that country ?—I haye never heard 
it* considered so, and I do not consider it so. 

3824. Do you consider it conducive to the facility of trade 
generally?—There being only a particular trade carried on 
throughi the Factory, I cannot state that it is condj'cfve to the 
general trade of the country: the general trade has had no ac¬ 
cess to China. 

3825. Are the Committee to understand that, in your opinion, 
the Company’s Factory at Canton fs of no advantage to any other 
trading community but the East-India Company ?—I think that 
the Company’s Factory, from the magnitude of their operations, 
have gr&tt influence with the Hong merchants.; and that, when¬ 
ever they may ohoose to exercise that influence in favour of^py 
particul&r interest or other, to Jthat dxtent it will be beneficial 
to that particular interest. 

3&26. Are you aware that there was no fact6ry at Canton 
before 1758?—I have understood so. % 


• Jovis, 18° die Martii , 1830. 

Captain WILLIAM* LANGLEY POPE called in, and 
* examined. 

3827. Are you engaged in the sea-service ?— I am. 

3828. Did voi* snake any voyage in the year 1826, and in 

what ship ?—I left England in 1826 in the Boyne; I went to 
New South Wales, and from thence to China. * 

3829. What was the tonnage of your vessel ?—She was 620 
torfs register, or thereabot^s. 

3830. By whom were you ^chartered on these two .voyages? 
—I was charJeredfOut by the' Government, and home by the 
East-India Company. . 

3831. Did you make that voyage and reach Canton ?—I left 
England, to the best of my recollection, in May, and went to 
Cork. I left Cork in June, 1826, and Iireturned in September 
1827 to London. 

3832. Did you take .any cargo from New South Wales to 
Canton ?—None, except tflie cargo that I took from England, 
which was some iron* and flints. That I took on with me. N 

3833*. l5id you dispose of the iron and flints at Canton, and 
at what ratcuof profit ?—I sold the iron at J.25 per cent, profit; 
The flints were bought here for £30 for fifty tons, and sold there 
for upwards of OOCNPipanish.dollars, or nearly £225 sterling. 
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3834. Will you state the amount of that in sterling money ? 
~According to the exchange the dollar-was then 5s., therefore 
it would be a quarter. 

3835. What would have been the freighOof the iron and flints ?. 
—I am not aware what it would be to Canton, but it would be 
to any part ot India from two to three pounds per ton. 

3836. How many tons of iron had you?—I think about 
twenty. 

3837! v What cai^o did you take on board at Canton for 
Europe ?—I loaded with teap for Europe. 

3838. How long did you remain at Canton?—The ship was 
three weeks at Whampoa, that is the place where they usually 
load, but 1 was altogether in China five weeks. 

3839. What length of time were you in completing your com¬ 
mercial arrangements at Canton, in selling what you had to sell, 
and purchasing what you Wished to buy ?—Three weeks. 

, 1 ‘3840. Could you hawc 'completed those transactions in a 
shorter time ?—I think it could have been done in a. fortnight. 

384L W<jre the port-charges upon the ship Boyne paid By 
you ?—'She port-charges were paid by the East-India Company. 


18 Mar. 1830. 


Captain 
W. L, Pape. 


3842. Can you state what those port-charges were, or had 

you any means of ascertaining what they were upon ships of a 
similar tonnage ?—Yes; on the ship Lady East, of 651 tons. I 
have an* extract from her accounts, and the whole, including 
pilotage, is 5,202 Spanish dollars. • * 

3843. Can you state the details of that aacount?—I can.* 
The cumshaw and measurement, 4,4$6 dollars 80 cents; lin¬ 
guist and compradore, 477 dollars; commission on the above 
sums, 122 dollars 4 cents. Paid by ship—pilotage, bar-boats, 
and outside pilot, 167 dollars ; making together 5,202 dollars 
and 84 cents. But the 167 dollars were paid by the owners*of 
the ship; *the Company do not pay the piibtage. • 

3844. You have stated that you tpok tea on board at dartton, 
was tha^ tea entirely on the Company’s account, or any part of 

•your own ?—The.re were twelve ton^of my*>wn teas. 

3845. How much of the Company’s?—According to their 

regulation there were 596 tons ; that is, according tft their way - 
of calculating tonnage, from 8$0 to 1,000 pounds weight! which, 
when put into cases, will measure 72 cubical fqet. According 
to that the Boyne had on board, with my tonnage, altogether 
875 tons of 50 cubical feet to the ton. which is the customary 
measurement. # 

W 9 

.3846. How did you buy the tea which you purchased on your 
own account ?—I bought it through an agent. * • • * 

* 3847. Are you aware whether it was purchased by that agent 

from the Hong merchants, or. from the outside merchants ?— 
t From a *Hong merchant, I believe.. * 



.406 

18 Mar. 1830. 

Captain 
W. L. Pojte. 


EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS: 

3848. Was the quality of your tea good ?—I believe it to be 

as good as any ,on board the ship. * 

3849. Had you ever been before in China ?—I never had. 

3850. Did you find any difficulty in carrying on your com¬ 
mercial transactions there ?—Not the slightest whatever. 

3851. Had any of your officers or crew been thqre before ? 

—None of the officers had; perhaps some of the men may have 
been there before, but it is unknown to me. ^ 

3852. As to the comparison with a voyage to Bengal or Bom¬ 
bay, did you find more or less difficulty in Canton in making 
your arrangements than you would in other places ?—I found 
greater facility in transacting business at Canton than I had in 
any part of India, and I have been to air the Presidencies in ' 
India. 

3853. £Iad you any intercourse w^h the merchants at Canton 

that would give you information with respect to the result of 
opening the trade ?—I had not much communication with tkg 
merchants^ any more than merely in selling the little I had on 
the ship’s account; but they were excessively anxious to know 
if I had any goods on board for sale. * 

3854. Were you able to ascertain whether you could have 

disposed of them at a profit, if you had had such goods on 
board ?—J was told that I could dispose of British manufac¬ 
tured goods, at that time, at a great profit. , 

3855. Had you*any gjms on board; and what was the num¬ 
ber of your cre^f ?—I had four guns; and the crew were forty- 
nine, including myself and officers. 

3856. Had you any difficulty in maintaining discipline amongst 
those persons, or qpy complaints made against them, whilst you 
were m the river at Canton ?—I had no difficulty whatever. 
Pkrt of the crew landed twice on Dean’s Island, which they are 
allowed to do, according to the Company’s regulations; they 
returned very orderly, and ftere very obedient. 

3857. What was the reason you had so large a crew as forty- 
nine persons ?-«-According to the regulations of the charter-, 
party. 

3858. Were those* regulations^! consequence of the Boyne 
having been used as a convict ship?-—To the best of my recol¬ 
lection, fbrty-seven men w;ere the number required by the 
Transport Board; but forty-nine were required by the Company. 

3859. What number would you have considered necessary 
Tor the purposes of the management of your ship for ordinary 
commercial purposes, k if you had not been bound by the chartVr- 
parfy ?-i-I have since been to India in the same ship as a free 
trader, and the whole of the crew, I thihk, were in number forty- * 
five; but then there* were four servants to attpnd on passengers, 
and an extra cook, *nd a butcher and poulterer, whith we had. 
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not on the former voyage, which being deducted reduced the 
mfmber of effective men to about thirty-five; and I found them 
quite sufficient. 

3860. If you had been sailing in the''Boyne for purposes 
purely of a cpmmercial character from England to Canton,' 
without passengers, what crew would you have felt sufficient 
for the due %ecurity and navigation of the vessels ?—I should 
say forty would be quite a sufficient number for that vessel. 

3861. Ir loading your vessel at Canton, did you make use of 
Chinese or of your own hanjls ?—My own people received and 
stowed the cargo; I had not a Chinese on board. 

3862. Are you aware what is the usage with respect to the 
Company’s ships ?—I believe it to be usual with them to em¬ 
ploy Chinese for the purpose of stowing their cargoes; but my 
men were so orderly that I had no occasion to employj»ny. 

3863. What did your crew consist of?—-Europeans. 

& . p 9 

3864. Of what nations'?—Probably I might have had some of 

all nations. • 

3865. Wat the bulk of the crew Englishmen ?—Yes. There 
might hate been four or five foreigners, but they had been 
many years in English vessels. 

3866. Can you state what was the damage the owners had 

to pay t§ the Company for tea spoiled ?—There was, some slight 
damage, to the amount of about £200; but that was in con¬ 
sequence of improper ballast, and I had to come round the Cape 
of Good Hope in the dead of winter: I was a month off the 
Cape in hard gales. t 

3867. Are you aware what the proportion of damage in the 

Company’s large ships is?—I have not ftnyidea; but I have 
heard that some of them damage a great deal. . 

3868. Do you think the class of ship ysu commanded calcu¬ 
lated to bring the tea in as good ©rder as the large ships em¬ 
ployed by the Company?—I do. 0 

3869/ Do you say that from-youi own. knowledge, as a sea¬ 
man ?—I do, * * 

♦ 

3870. Are you aware what proportion ofjtea-cargo you carried, 
comparing the registered tonrihge of your ship witn tl^e regis¬ 
tered tonnage of the large shtps ?—Yes; the large shjpg, some 
of them take a few tons less than their tonnage, 1 some take a few 
more. My ship took a few tons less than her tonnage; but there 
were several other small ships thaj wfere chartered in the same 
yoar that took a considerable quantity more than their tonnage* 

3871. Do you mean to say, that a 1,200-toniship of the 
, Company does not carry more in proportion to her tonnage than 

your ship of 600 Sons ?—She does not. I am satisfied that we 
1 carrv in nronortion eoual to ariv 1200-ton ship. 
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3872. Do you think that two 600-ton ships would bring 
home as much tea as one of the Company’s 1200-ton ships ?— 
Yes. 

3873. Would they'bring more?—About the same quantity. 

3874. Would they bring it in as good condition as the larger # 
ships?—They would, leaving Canton at the season at which 
they do, which is a favourable time to come round ?he Cape of 
Good Hope. 

3875. 'What freight were you chartered for?—£1£. *^8$. for 
the cargo home. 

3876. Do you know what was the rate of freight paid on the 
Company’s regular ships from Canton to England for tea the 
season you were there ? — I believc’from £18 to £24. 

3877. Do you mean that the officers’ tonnage was sold at that 

rate ?—perhaps more; but the owners of those ships at that 
time were receiving the lowest, I believe, £18,* and the highest 
£24. m % 

3878. Xhe question refers sdlely to the freight home from 

Ghina in the officers’ privilege ?—The officers got £35 to £40 a 
ton from private individuals. % 

3879. Do you know of any getting that rate at that season ? 
—-I heard of several; and I believe some got as much as 
£38. 


3880. You have stated that the freight of the tonnage paid 
for your ship‘from*CantQn to England was £10.18,s.; what was 
paid to the shipper by the Transport Board for a voyage from 
London to New South Wales?—£5. 9s. 6 d. 

9 

3881. And you stated that you took on from New South 
Wales to Canton twenty tons of iron and fifty tons of flints ?— 
Yes. 

3882. Was any cargo put on board at New South Wale! and 

carried on to Canton*?—Nqpe. • 

$883. At what rate of freight did you estimate those seventy 
tons ?—I never made a calculation, as we were permitted by the 
Transport 'Board t<f put it in as dead weight) and it was also' 
permitted by the East-India Company. 

388<k Jbu admit that that wa* an advantage to the ship ?— 

It was;* die Chinese will hot allow a ship to enter their port 
unless she brings something»in the shape* of cargo, 

3885. When you stated that the freight paid by the Company 
js from £18 to £24, are ^op not aware that this is for a voyage 
out an,d home circuitous ?—Quite aware. *. 

3886* FPom the experience you have had in stowing cargoes 
in different parts of the world, will you state whether there is* ,» 
any particular art, or any greater difficulty* in stowing*a tea- / 
cargo than any other^cargo ffom any other port where »you have, 


\ 



SELECT COMMITTEE oftiif. HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

been ?—I believe a tea-cargo to be the easiest cargo there is to 
sfow, because the chests are square. 

3887. Have you ever been on board the Company’s .ships 

while stowing tea ?—I have. •. • 

3888. Do you not use the same mode of setting up the chests, 
by screws, as they do on board the Company’s ships ?—When 
it is necessary. 

3889J Then you do not consider any peculiar art required in 
the stow&ge of tea, *more than^ that of a general cargo ?—I do 
not; for my teas were stowed by an officer who never stowed a 
tea cargo before, and it was approved of here by the Company’s 
surveyors after my arrival in England. 

3890. Would yoil not consider that a tea-cargo could be 

stowed more easily than a .general cargo of different kinds of 
goods, which required placing according to the nature and 
quality of the article ?—I Relieve it to be much easier than a 
g*o»eral cargo. ^ * * .» * 

3891. Do you know what ph?fit you made upon the tea?—I 

think it paid about £35 a ton profit. • • *» 

3892. *4re you aware of the quality of the Company’s tea 
which was imported on board your ship ?—I believe it to be 
good; but I am not aware. There were different sorts of tea ; 
there were boheas, twankays, hyson, and souchong. . 

3893. “.Are you aware of the quality of the tea ladbn on board 
your ship, belonging to the Company \—I am nol, ns I before 
stated. 

9 * 

3894. How then can you assert tha^ your own is as good as 
that belonging to the Company ?—Because I do not believe 
there can be better tea got in China than wh§t I had. 

3895. You stated .that the Company’s officers are employed 

to la^ the cargo on board thq/ships; are you sure of that facl ? 
—I am quite sure of it. t J * 

3896. You stated that you met,, with great facilities in’the 
lading and unlading of your ship in‘ China ; are you not aware 

. that that was in consequence of yburJ beings Company’s ship, 
under the orders of the supercargoes?—-I am ; but Lsaw several 
ships there that were country ships, and ships that were not 
employed by the Company, that were despatched, ajxl met 
with the same facility that I difl. t 

3897. Are you of opinion that no advantage attached to the 
circumstance of your having been in the employment of the 
Company at that time ?—I do not think there was, so far as 
regards the despatching of the ship. If there had been an 
agent there to procure the cargo and have it ready,- she would 
have been despatched $s soon as she was by the East-India 
Company's superca?goes, 

3898. Are the Committee to understand that the Company's 
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regulations induced you to navigate the Boyne with one-fourth of 
the crew more tjian you'would have had if you had consulted yodr 
own interest ?—I should have said forty was quite enough for 
. that ship, and I was obliged to have forty-nine. 

3 $99. If you had had double the quantity of iron, and double 
the quantity of dint, do you think you could have sold them 
rea&Uy at equal profit?—I could; they were anxious to have 
more, and would have bought more if I had had it. 

3900. Is it your opinion that {he trade in dint and in it on could 
be materially extended ?—There was a demand at that time for 
those articles. 

3901. Are you able to state whether the port-charges at 
Canton fall more severely upon a small ship than upon a large * 
one?—The smaller the ship is the l^ss they are. The ship that 
I know the charges of was 651 tons, and she was considered a 
first-class ship. I do not know wha> q second-class ship would 
Jhave had to pay, but there would have been a considerable 
difference. 

, 3902. Do you know how many classes of ships the Chinese 
make in charging the measurement?—I believe there are three 
classes. 

3903. Can you state the number of tons forming a first class ? 
—I cannot. 

t 

3904. Supposing a ship was to leave England at the proper 
season of the year*, what time do you think would be* required 
to make an average voydge from England to Canton and back ? 
—It could be dOne very well in nine months. 

3905. What time do 1 the Company’s ships require to make 
the same voyage ?—They generally go to India first. The 
direct ships, I bfelleve, make their voyage in about twelve 
months out and home; those that go by India, I think, flbout 
fourteen months. r 

3pO<J. Do not the Company’s ships lie very long in the port 
of Canton ?—Some of them? I believe, lie there a considerable 
time, perhgps three.df foip* months. 

3907. you consider that thej^ lie, generally speaking, 
longer than private ships would lie, carrying on the same trade ? 
—Private Ships would leave at q}l seasons, but the Company’s 
ships are obliged to wait fofr the Change of the monsoon. 

3908. Can "you give lift Committee any account of the 
average duration of the voyage of a Company’s ship and of a 
private ship, taking that circumstance into consideration ?—I 
cannot; there are few - private ships that go direct. 

3909. % You have stated that the voyage you made was a 
circuitous voyage ?—It was. 

3910. Wds it as Qircuitous a voyage as the Company’s ships 
make when they go/rom England to India, £rtd from whence to 
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China?—It was more so. I went the eastern passage to China, 
through the Pacific: I was as far as 177 degrees of east lon¬ 
gitude. / * 

3911. What would have been your freight direct to Canton 

for a cargo apd back, if you had been chartered out ?—I think 
there were ships which went that same year out an^ back ’for 
£13. • 

3912. What length of time were you in making this voyage ? 

—I was*hbout sixteen months^n the voyage. * 

3913. If you had made voyage direct to Canton might you 

have completed it in nine or ten months ?—It could be made in 
that time. , 

3914. You have stated that the freight of the Company’s 
ships was from £18 to £24*per ton on the circuitous voyage, do 
you know what was the freight of the Company’s direct ships 
to Canton ?—They are built expressly for the Company, and 
t^Jten up at so much per toft^ It is optional with the-Company 
either to send them a double voyage or a direct voyage, there¬ 
fore they got the same for going a direct voyage as they wotfld 
for going a double voyage. 

3915. Were you on board of your ship when the tea came 
alongside in the Canton river ?—I was. 

3916. What quantity did the boats bring down at & time?— 

About 790 or 800 chests at one time. ^ ' 

I • 

3917. Were you able to take thenft all in one day?—I was 

able to take in three chops in one day. * 

3918. Were you able, in a ship of that size, to stow all that 

was sent down to you in each day within the twenty-four 
hours?—Yes; I stowed three chops one*d!ay, but two on an 
average. r 

3919. That being 1,400 of 1,500 chests* 5 —Abopt that. 

3920.. Were you able to stow tlffem finally as you took them 

in ?—We were. * ~ 

3921. *And you found no iffconwenie&lse pn^naving that 
quantity brought alongside in one day P-r-Not the*slightest. 

3922. Do you consider that the Company's large ahips have 
any advantage over a 500 or 680-ton ship, m being able^to stow 
them faster than you qan?—They would certainly lye able to 
stow more in a day than we could db. 

3923. If the quantity was limited to 600 or 800 chests per 

day, do you think they then would have any advantage oven 
you ?—No, I do not. • 

392&. Are you now commanding a vessel?—I*ana in* the 
.command of the Lady Macnaghten. 

39&5. For how^*much would you tendw your "ship to go to 
Cantonjtdfrect, choosing your own tjme of sailing, to bring home 

• l ' 3 « 
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a cargo of tea, and reckoning a ton of tea at fifty cubical feet? 
—The Lady Macnaghten does not belong to myself; but I am 
building a ship, which,will be ready next year, and I should be 
very glad to get the^nip engaged by the East-India Company 
to gif to China annually, at £9 per ton, out and hqme, calculat¬ 
ing tne tonnage at fifty cubical feet. 

What sized ship will your ship be ?—About dOO tons. 

3927. Do you contemplate making the payment of the cum- 
shaw andr the measurement, those other duties T/nich you 
stated to have been paid on the Lady East?—Not in the £9. 

3928. Do you contemplate to pay the pilotage, and port- 
charges of that nature ?—I do in the £9. 

3929. Then you would leave the cumshaw and the measure¬ 
ment-duty as an additional charge to the freighter, and not to 
the ownejy 5 —No. 

3930. By whom would the comlnission be paid?—By the 
person who pays the cumshaw anlt measurement: that wouid 
be a charge, on the ship. 

•3931. What is your idea of the comparative advantages of a 
large and a small ship entering Canton river, as to the facilities 
of going up and down?—A small ship is the handiest, certainly, 
and easier to get up than larger ships. 

3932. Were any of the Company’s larger ships at Whampoa 
when you were there ?—There were two or three. t» 

3933. Did* they'take in all their cargo at Whampoa, or did 
.they go below the second bar?—To complete their cargo they 

were obliged to go down below the second bar. 

3934. Did you complete your cargo at Whampoa ?—We did. 

3935. Do you nor consider it some advantage to be able to 
complete your cargo at one placf ?—I do, because there is not 
the risk of the chops, which are not very fine boats; and I con¬ 
sider that by their f going, down below the second bar there 
is great risk. % 

3936. Wif^whorry'would thf* loss lie if a chop containing tea 
for a shipSHis lost off th'e $ay to the ship ?—That is a point on 
which I amtaoot prepared to speak. * 

3937. Did any instance of lors take place while you were 
there ?-i-Not any, to my knowledge. 

3938. "&hat Is the distance from Canton to Whampoa?— 
About ten miles. 

( 3939. What is the distance from Whampoa to the place 
below the second bar, where the large ships take in their cargo? 
—I do npt know exactly the number of miles, but I think at is 
about seventeen or eighteen. 

3940. Yoti have stated that you would be A glad to engage 
your ship to the Company, to go to Canton and back, at the 
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rate of £9 per ton of fifty cubic feet; what is the size of the ton Mar - 
for which you say the Company were paying £18 to £24 ?— Cg . 

The Company pay for a ton of. seventy* ^wo cubical feet; but I L p ope 

should be happy to engage at £9 a^ton cjbfifty cubic feet.* The 
Company p^y at so many cwt. to the ton; from eight to |’en -is 
the weight; and the tea, when packed in chests, is ^eventy-iwo* 
cubic feetsto the ton. **^\ 

39.41. What would be the tonnage at which you would *. 
engage^jmur new ahip, if the terms were exactly the same as 
the Fast-lndia Company's ?—/could fit a ship of 600 tons the 
same as the Company’s ships are fitted, and sail that ship direct 
to Canton and back, for £13 a ton ; and for £2 a ton more 1 
could pay the port : dues. . 

3942. What"were the Company paying?—The Company 
were paying from £18 to £24 per ton. 

3943. Do you consider it necessary to have the name quan¬ 
tity of stores apd crew on hoard your own ship as the Company 
•have by their regulatidhs ?~<I do not. I think they* are over’- 
manned; that is, that many of the men may be dispensed with. , 4 

3944. If’instead of fitting the ship as the’Company prescribe, 

you wefe only to give the ship that description of fitting which 
you consider necessary for her safe voyage from England to 
Canton and back, at what r$te per ton could you do it ?—For 
£13 a ton on the register tonnage. *. 

394b 1 . Supposing your ship to be 600 tons r eg ister measure¬ 
ment, you would be able to bring home 60(Wons’of tea, each 
ton being seventy-two cubical feet ?—About tljat quantity. 

3946. Did you not state that, i* the season in which you 
performed your voyage, there were other ships freighted by 
the Company out and home, for £13 a ton*?—There were. 

3947. How do you account for the difference between the 

freight at which you could'afford to send your ship to Canton 
and back, and the freight which the Company p £y ?■—The only 
difference is, that the owners of fhe Company’s ships*derive a 
greater profit from their voyages thap ^e should be content 
with. „ i *»» » t 

3948. Do not the Cdfrnpany freight yieir ships tender ?— 

They do. ' * * 

3949. How do you account for the circumstance!^ that in 
taking the lowest terfder they stijj freight their ship# at a much , 
higher freight than you say you could afford to freight a ship k 
to Canton and back, with the same .fitting up ?—It is only of l 
Jate years that the Company have chartered small ships; they 

"have always imported their teas in large ships, and those ships 
overa contracted for before they were built, and bailt, expressly* ^ 

_ tr.perform six voyages, at a certain rate per ton. 

3950. Then you mean, that it is a more expensive process 
to contract by tendefi in that way for a ship for six years, than 
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it would be to engage a ship-upon tender for a specific voyage ? 
—It is more expensive to the Company. 

8951. You have said^hat you would tender a^hip to go to 
China, and bring home a^targo of tea, complying with the 
usuap terms and condition? required by the India Company, at 
£13. per tpit ?— Upon the registered tonnage. 

Upon those termfc, do you understand that you are to 
Save all the stores, the number of men, and every other, con¬ 
dition required by the Company complied with ?— T uo ; but 
the Company paying the cumshaw and measurement, which 1 
estimate at about £2 a ton. H> 

3953. Supposing you were* at„ perfect liberty to proceed to 
Canton, freighted by a private individual, the only condition 
being to have the ship sea-worthy^ with all necessary stores,. 
but to make the best of your voyage there and back, and car¬ 
rying no ifiore stores, nor coming uqder > any other condition, 
further than you thought necessary for the safety of the ship; 
tft what rate per ton would you c^artena vessel on the regis¬ 
tered tonnage?—At £18 a ton. If the ship was chartered by 
a private individual at £13 a Jton, I could pay th? cumshaw 
and measurement, which would be about £11 on the registered 
ton. 

3954. Is that the only difference between freighting for the 
Company and freighting for an individual, and being at liberty 
to make the tovage as you pleased ?—The Company’s regula¬ 
tions are more e%p,e*sive §s to fitting, but I am not prepared to 
say quite exactly to wbat amount. 

* 3955. If you could supply shipping to the Company at £13 
a ton, how do you account for so much higher freight being 
paid, competition bqpjg already had recourse to ?—I cannot 
account for it in any other way, than that the ships were taken 
up at that rate of freight when materials for fitting ships were 
more expensive, than they are now. 

395fi„ijSien you* Vould attribute the shipping at the present 
rate of freight to the teiTH net having yet expired for which they 
were original 1 J engagf 1 4 —Yes. 

8957. Iff^at term h^d expired, da you assume that the 
Company could supply ^themselves with shipping much cheaper 
in the tiue to come ?—Much cheaperj but the larger ships 
would still be more expensive to the Company than the smaller 
'ones. ’ * e 

■’* 3958. You were engaged in this voyage in the year 1826-7; 
are you aware what difference*there was in the outfit of a ship 
ancl the provisions of a .ship between l§~!6-7 and 1829-30 ?—I * 
am no^5 every thing is certainly much cheaper than it was ax 
that time, 1>ut I cannot say in what proportion. 

3959. You l&ve stated that the Company, #hile you wete in 
China, were paying at the rate of from £J8 to £24 a ton* are 
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you aware of the nature of the voyages those ships are liable 18 M«r. 1830. 
tft ?—I am not, any further lh£q they proceed to India; some 
to Saint Iielpna, some to Bombay and Qbina, others to Bengal 
and China, others to Madras and Clana.1^ . A 

3960. Are«you aware that they are'liable to be'empl<fyod at. 
the call of the Court of Directors for any purpose wftliticy V 
well as corihnereial ?— -J. am. 

39&P. Are you not aware that there must be a great diffe¬ 
rence jJBfcween those ships ig^nflch are liable to bemused for 
political purposes, as transports and men-of-war, and ships going 
direct to China?—There must be ja great difference certainly; 
but not equal to the difference between £13 and £16. 

2. 3962. Have you not stated, that ships engaged at the rate of 
"from £18 to £24 were ships upon old contracts, seven, eight, 
and ten years old ?—Yes. » 

3963. Do yoft apprehend there is any difference between the 
grtfces of this dfy and /he “prices of ten yeafs back Things* 
certainly are cheaper now thah they were at that timg. 

3964. Do* you apprehend that if all tht* ships required to 
bring home the annual supply of tea for this country were to be 
advertised for in this market, that would not have a great effect 
in raising the price of -freight, which you now say you amid 
supply at £13 a ton ?—I thimftt would be a means of employing 
a great .number of ships that now cannot find employment. 

Perhaps it would affect tne freight a little, bntnm much; there 
are so many ships that the competition would Be very great. ‘ 

3965. Are you aware that the owneys, for the freight of £18 

and £24, are obliged to carry twenty gtms, and six thirty-two 
pound carronades ?—Yes. . % 

3966. Do you consider that necessary in fitting out a ship to 
go tfc Canton for a China carO ?—I do not 

3967. Then you would save all the expanses connected with 

that supply ?—I would. I should consider sfrfguns quite suffi¬ 
cient for a ship of600 tons. ^ 

. 3968. How m§ny cables woulB yuu coflkider jtNeessary to 

take in a ship going out direct to Cantoim—I shouldfllhve three 
cables, two bowers and a stream. 1 

3969. If the Company req$re seven cables, would jtot that 
be also an additional expense to be deducted in # any tender you 
would make ?—It would be attend^ with additional expense of 
course. 

v. 3970. How long have you commanded a ship ?—I have com* 
mended a ship since 1823. • 

’^98"^. Do you know what the freight was in 1820 f—4-do not. 

jfc?72. In estimgjjing "the freight you have spqken of, how 
manytlays* delay jn the port would you calculate upon as occur¬ 
ring at Canton ?—I shield calculate on thirty days. 

II 
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^ 3973. Wouldflirty lay-days^commonly be sufficient for the 
purpose ?—Quite sufficient. ... , 

3974. And do you^ot conceive that, under t»'-ose circum- 
stand^, detpiyrage v/c^dji Commonly be charged ?—I think not. 

,3975. Djh you know that, at the present moment, demurrage 
15 ^ y-firged/upon the Company’s ships ?—I am aware that there 
Is a demurrage at times. 

3976. Do you conceive th^t demurrage,.would be^njihrged, 
provided the ship were freights} by private individuai 9 y com¬ 
monly speaking T—A great deal depends upon the nature of the 
engagement. 


3977. Do you know how mafiy lay-days the Company calcu¬ 
late upon at Canton ?*—I do not recollect "the number of lay¬ 
days. I only know that I had no demurrage. 


Mr. JOHN SIMPSON called in, and examined. 

Q ^ 

Mr. j. Simpson. 3978. You are an insurance bro’&r infLondoft ?—I am. 

•*** rf 3979. Have you any partner?—The firm is Stuart and 
Simpson. * « 

3980. Are you in the habit of doing insurances to fhe East- 

Indies and China ?—Occasionally to the East-Indies, not often 
to China. .*.-$*"* 

3981. 'Are you aware of the rate of premium both to the 
East-lhdie&jLaJ^China ?—I am. 

3982. Can you state 1 the rate of premium on a first-class 
‘British ship fronf hence to Canton?—50*. out upon the ship. 

3983. What would be the rate upon goods, upon manufac¬ 

tures, for instance ?— About the same. Something might depend 
upon the nature of tile goods; if they were liable to damage, it 
would be something more. v . 

3984. What”would it be from Canton back to England?— 

The .same.' * »> * 

, 3965. What would it he^rom London to Canton, and back 
to Englan^'^Fjye$pu^df. *» 

3986. vv .‘uld it be tfe same from other parts of the United 
Kingdom P^^Yes, abc*A the same, or rather less. 

t ** tj A # 

3987/Are those the current rates at which you have known 
insurance ''done ?—There is not J a great deal done to China in 
Lloyd’s; but those are the rates upon what is done, when it h 
done through insurance brokers, and it is the rate upon other 
Vessels that go to Sincapcfre, Batavia, and the neighbouring 
, ports there : and I am* aware that the underwriters would as ljfef* 
go to Canton at once and back| again, as to those ports,*. hav- 
mentioned. , ' ** 

3988. HaVe you eVer effected any insurances on goods by the 
Company’s ships?—R is some time, since* I have done arfy thing 
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•of that sort; it is dope by re3Donden|i^fr^faentJy upon the fce Mar. 1930. 
vdyage out and home, 4rhich I h^we doneL 

3989. Whjf^fi dp you’t'onsideij Jia^ili e* 
generally; on which 4s the preml^HHei 
, or a private tWider ?—I.do not think»nRi 

ence whatever. . * - 

• f _ w 

3990. Have you evepdone any insurances on goods by^tne- 

rican fWjos to East-India or to China?—1 never have.. 

3994. Have you any meanq^lf knowing what would be the 
rate of insurance demandec^ft Lloyd’s upon American ships ?— 

It would depend upon the nature o& the goods, and the descrip¬ 
tion given of the ship. Thq American ships are not generally 
^comprised in our registers, but if the description were good, the 
premium would be the same. 

^3992. Is there any difference made at Lloyd’s between the 
insurance of a slim of a ld^ge tonnage of 1200 tons, and the 
iplbrance of a Imp of 400 vns ? — I do not^tTiink ihjsre is any* 
difference; so ma w ould prefer the large one, and, some the • 
small. I haye |qjj|rd the large ones objected to, on accounts 
the greats numbed blf men on board, and the accidents happening 
in consequence. 

3993. You conceive Jhwould be as well, or perhaps better 

done upon a ship of 4u0 o?"3&© tons as upon a ship of 1200 
tons ?—■{ think it would be quite as well. / 

3994. Would the underwriters malts anjT frference ?—1 do 

not think they would. , . 

3995. Is there any objection madt^to the Company’s ships 

on account of the particular regulations to which they are sub¬ 
jected, that they are obliged to be at the disposal of the Com-% 
pany, whatever may be their voyage, in case of their requiring 
it ?-^Insurances done by thertl are done subject to the regula¬ 
tions of die Company, but 1 am no^ awaft that the premium is 
any higher in consequence. 01 0 - 

3$9(j, Is not the insurance UQpn tpO^upany’^rfiip out and 
• home to China, £4. 10s. ?—I never 4ieard%f sutf^ftremium : 

I have seen £6. V 


3997. Do you insure agauwt ftre-risfcipq wen a? 

Certainly; what I have mentioned includes all risks. 

4 3998. How long has your frmVbeeri established it! London ? 
^^1 have been thirty years in it; twenty-foil* a partner. 

.4 

4999. And you have been the greater part of that time en« 

‘ in insurance of ships to India and China ?—Yes. • 

)a. Have you been in the* habit of insuring* styps .from 4 
* to India ?—. "* 

—Has thg # ]premiumJ^en the samaras upo^ the English 
shins ?*-TRe nremiumito India and back»has varied in compa- 
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18 Mar. 1 ^3ft rison to the goodness # -he v^sel. Upon class No. 1. I have* 

* —- u >ne them th»p 1 jlaV^ ^&ol to Calcutta and hack ,»t £4. 

Mr. J. Simpson, ^jer$ >pjt « greeter number ,of Iships of class f 

No .\ \insur [at fb'jH^pef once j. 4 han at five* team Liverpool?— 
JSP»i T ' •: & - 

What are the screws qf .those ship ?—It depends on 
' * 

* y 3404a. Are not the Company’s ships to China held to he one 
of the be*^ risks that the underwriters ha»e an opportunity of 
insuring ?—Yes,they are. nv “ 


* o d’n, » , 

„< L O N li O?« i 
Prkitadjty J. L. Cox, preat Quten^tteel* 








